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Yl author's rjtPFACF, 

as I hose niiver sean must of tliaii, en- heard tliBin 
diacusaca, in a mannec that was eatisfuctory to my 
0W3I mind. 

III. Ill pruaiJimg as an eyangpliat, I have foinid it 

M])£t'Lally iiiipHrtiUit to discuss these and other topics, 
.■mil liave ulnioat evciywliere found niiinj miaapprc- 
liensions and miaunderatamlings existing in the minds 
of the iniiltjtudu on most of these pointa- 

IV, As 107 heallli lias lioen such aa to rcndoc it 
probable that 1 shall ni^ve)' be ahk lo lalwur as ttn 
evangelist agaiu, I li-ive tlioiiglit that it might in some 
measiire auhaervo the cause uf Christ to puhlisli some- 
thing on soveral points that I have found by experience 
to need diacu^ion niLd csplaiiatioa. 

Two of these sormons biive been published in the 
form of tj-aota, have gono tlu'ougli several editions, and 
I suppose have been cxtmsivolj road. But as some of 
lay friends h^ve desired to have tliraii in a more pav 
moneut forai, tliej have therefore wished me to give 
them a plaee in tho present volLime. 

Tlio prcsynt volume ajo only a few of tlie number 
that I have tlionglit I should publish, could I get 
timo lioin uiy other avocntiuna to commit tbeui to 
writing. Wht-tljcr any more of ttcm will ei'ei' appeal 
must dopend upon the providoiiee and grace of Qod. 
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They make no prL-toTieiotia to literiuy merit : aimplicity 
of armiigeraent, and ptrgpicuitj of stylo, Tiavo been 
thci twn oT>jtti-"lrf at which I hive aimed ; sad whether I 
liave made myself undei'stood will he Liluavd when 
they iire read. 

They have been written in great haste and ajiildHt a 
tnultitiida of embacrasyijierfe ajid proBBiug duties. Prom 
fou^ to eight hDur5' bbour ha^ hesa all that I have 
been able to buHtow on anyof them. They have gone 
to the pt^H dmoat wifcliout a second reading. I should 
have bestowed more labijur upon tbem, and endeavoui'ed 
to ha lie rendered them more actoptnblo in a litorary 
point of view, bad it been poaaible to linvo lepiired tlie 
tioio from my ethor avocations, I haofl done what I 
conld under the- circnmstanceE ; and if tlic Loi-d can 
iiee this littic -volume to do any good, to hi? name be 
all tlie glory. 

THE irTIIOR. 
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SEKMON I. 

Sinners hounh to chanou tiieik own hearts. 

Rjm, iviii. J!l. — "Mikfl yfln n Deft heart anil a ncn i^iit tor 

'ClifiBi! wrji'lls wpn' «<ldrpaffl(l l« tlio bouso of Israel, 
ivlin, frraii Lhtir liiituiy ihilI rrnm tliO vraiWB in conneiion 
with l.liu tiiiil, wiiro liviikintlymaBlate ufimpeiiitenej ; 
imd lliu iivjiiireinait to niato Ihom a new huart B,iid a 
now i<[iiri(, iviis tnforcgd by tke weighty pttiolty of 
deatli. The death mentioned lu tJie test oaiinot mean 
natwrd dj?alh; Ibr Tiatuml dearth is cDnunun both to 
tbnscwhuhave,cuidtotbofe whohaTcnot.n, now heart. 
Nor ail it mean spiritual deatb, wMiih is a state of 
ciiIj1i:o Binfijlne&s : far then it should have read. Why 
are ye already dead 1 The death here spolion of, mnst 
mean, eternal deatb, or tiiat stale of bauishmsiit fcooi 
God and llie ^lory of his power, into whioh the soul sliall 
be cost that dies in its iniquities. 

Tho commmd here addressed fo die Iscaolile?, is 
binding upon erory impenitent sinner, to whom the 
Goapol shall bo addressed. He is req^uired to i)crfomi 
the same duty, upon the same penalty. It bflemnes, 
therefore, a matter of mfitiiteimportaneetliat ive should 
Hell imderstand, and fully and inimediateiy obey, tko 

,'■' B 
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roquiremoiit. The qi.estioiia fLat n-oold naturally arks 
to a tpflecting mind gn reading "thia test, arc the ful- 
lawing : 

1. Wiat oro we io iinderBtand hy tha rtquircmaii to 
to make a now hcaii sncl a new spirit ? 

2. la it rcasonalils to require tlie poifonaanM of tills 
duty on paLo oi^ eternal doatb ? 

3. How ia this requirement, U.it we alionld mike to 
TIB a now tieait and a new spirit, consiateo-t wltJi ilie 
ofton-repeafed declarations o! tlw Bible, that a jiov 
Ijoart 19 lihe gift and work ot QodE 

Docs tJodroquireofiia tlieperfornianeoof this dnty, 
■witliout espoiiting ita fnlSlnient, merely io bIiqw ns our 
impot*ney nnddepfudfiiiee upon Mm! Doeahereqnire 
ITS til make to ourselves a. new heart, on pain of ettrnal 
dca-tli, when at the ™ne flma he knewa ire hire no 
powi;r to obey ; and tliat if ever tlio work ia done, ke 
lilHEthiniaclfdoiheveiy thing which be requires of MS? 

In order t« anawpr these queatiooa satislactorlly, I 
will attempt to show, 

I. What ia nm the meaning of Uiis leonirement - 
and 

rr. "VFbat is. 

It should here he observed, tiat although the Bible 
wofl not given 1« to»oh iia mental pkiioBopby, yet we mav 
rest assured that all ita decbraiionE are in accordanii 
with the true philosophy of mind. I'he term apirU, m 
the Bible, is uasd in different senses ; it somatinieR menna 
a spiritual being, or moral agent ; in oihoi' placea It is 
used ill the aouBo in which we often employ it in con- 
veisution. In speaking of the temper of a nian, we say 
he liae a good or had spirit, a loTOly or hateful spirit. 
It ia evidently used in fliiasenaein the lost. The term 
fosi^isalso employed In TOvioHB seosee : sometimea it 
appears to be used as aynonymona with eoul; sometimes it 
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.■vl.triiLly means the wdl; sometimes the eonseienee • 

■ "'""''^ " s™'"^ fo i^^ need ii, such an estensiyo sense' 

«.' to cover all tha moral movemoufs of the mind ■ 
-"MKitiines .t ciprcaaes the natural or social affection^ 
I he |)art.tn)ar senae in wliioli it is to bo nodetatood !in 
aiiyplaeo, may easily be detern,ined by the eonneiion 
I" which i( standa. Our present business is, to ajeertain 
1 H ii,„.mn5r as used in the tei:t ; for i{ is in this sense 
Oir.t we are re,[uirod to make us a low heart and a 
iniw H|iirii. I begin, therefore, by saying, 

1. That it does not mean fJie fleshly Watt, m- tliat 
boilily mtran whieb ia the acat af animal life. 

y. Thiit it d«..s net mean a neiv soul. W« have one . 
HonI, iiud do not need another. Nor 

.-1. Are w„ i-,;qui,cd to erealo any new faculties, of 
i""ly er wnnl Wc m,w have all 1I„. p,„™^ „i- ,„^,^| 
■Lwiiliiij' i «M a™ ji,.l ,„ ( |„,| „„„,„ „„^ .,„j ,,^^ ^^^ ^_,^ 

"">'"'"™ I" lliiiMibslaiieiinCu.aorbody Not 

'1. II...* It n,.„M that we are to hrmg to pa^ any 
™-../. „<„«„/ ehant-om em-selves. Wo a.., not required 
t.. ad,l to the eonstUution of our minda or bodies any 
new principle or taato. Some persons speat of a dianso 
I heart as somctlung miraonlou.»_somethlng in which 
tin. ainner ,s h. be entirely passive, and for which ho is 
to wait .n the us* of means, as he would wait for a 
'iui-gw-.il operation, or an electric slioek. We „ced 
nothing added to the mnatifution of our body or mind - 
"or IS It Irue in esijerionoe, that those who have a new 
bciirt, liave any eonatitutiona! alteration of their powers 
wln.t,,vcr. They are the s^e identical peraon^ so faJ 
i^Hhell, l,ody„ud mmd are eoneerned, that they were 
l^loi^e. The alteration Uea in the mam,^ in whieh they 
are di^osed to use, and do actually employ, Ihok moral 
an I physical powers. A constitutional ehauge, either 
in body OT mind, would destroy personal identity, A 
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OhtiHtJriii, i>r ono who has a new bp*rt, woiilil not he ihg 
sflTTip individual in riaajtl tfl bis powors of moTal agency, 
that he wag before— wimld not be the same agent, and 
undu the same rc^ponsibilitica. 

Again— A tonstitiitional ulleration^ and the iinpl3,nt- 
TLtifln of a now principle, in the sabstanoe of his aoiil, 
or difftiaing n now Uiste wliicji is incoqiorated itiUi, and 
liecoiuDH an csaontial p.itt of his brang, would destroy 
all the virtue of liie obfi^icnco. It would roalie obedi- 
cnoo to Oo(i s. ineni gratification of appetite, in which 
tllcro would bo no more real vii-tup tliaji in opting when 
w(! an? liuiigiy or drinking wlioij kei itre tJiiraty. 

Agiun — The amElatntioiii,! implantation o£ a principle 
of holiness in the mind.or tho creation of a conatilu- 
tionaJ taste for htilineee, if such a thing weie possible, 
would render the peraeyerajice of the saiut& phyftlcaJly 
nooeBSary, make faling from grace a nivtnral impoBsibi- 
lityiandwouldtbusdeatroyaJlthe virtue of peracveraneer 

Again — A constitutional change would dispense with 
tho nocosdty of tlis Spirit's agency, after conYeision. 
A re-eroatJon of his futultiiB, lliij imphmtatjon of a lioljf 
taste, in the auL^^tiinco of hiy mind, would plr^nly dis- 
pensi; with any other agracy on liia pai't in (ifter life, 
tlfan tliat of upliolding the ci'eatnra iiihcing, and giving 
Iiini power to act; when, in obodidnce to the laws of hii 
renewed natitre, ox in the gratifioalion of bia new appe- 
iite, he would obey of course. 

But tiiifl implantation of a now prineiple which dis- 
penses with tho necessity of tlie special influences of the 
Spirit in after life, ia cuutmi-y fu csporienee ; for those 
who h^ve a now besrE, find tlial his constajit agency is 
as indispensable to their perseverance in holiness, as 
it WHM to tlieir eonveraon. 

Again — Tlio idea of ft censtitntionalnJiange ie incon- 
isteiit with hacUslidiug. For if the constitution of thn 
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mind wereehan^ed,andafaste for holiuess and ubedienee 
wei-e implanted in the substance of tho Bonl, it Is manifert 
liiat to badiSlide, or to fall from grace, would be natu- 

i-idly as iinposaihle as to alter the constitntionil appctitsB 
of (he hody. 

Again — A constitutional cliange is unnecessary, Tt 
liiis been supposed by some, that the niotivEB of the 
' luspcl have no tendency to move the mind to obedience 
ti) <iod,uuloES tJiere is sonielbing implanted in tiie mmd 
whiuh Euiswers to (he outward motive, between which 
mid the motives of tlie Cfospel thera ia a moral affinity. 
Ill otiier words, tbcy maintain that as flie motives of 
lliii <lospel iro holy, there must be !i linly taste or 
]ijiuci[jlc implanted in tho snhstiince of the nvind, before 
tlimom olives can x:i as nietives at all; that theteniust 
bu n tiiHtii tMmiH]mikdiuB to, iind ol tho suimn nature with 
Iho uulwurd niolivc, or lliere l.i iioUiinj; in tjic motive 
mlcniiilnd 111 iiiiivii llio mind, 'i'lmt is,if tlie motive bfl 
liel.v, l.liM niiiiHl.itiilieiiid tiist* must be holy; if tbe 
mnl.iv.i lie Mipiful, the censtitutional tastfi must he einfuh 
lliit Ibis Im ibsurd, and contrary to &ct. Upon tJiia 
priiiei|.Ic, I would inquire, How could holy Adam sin! 
IJid UeJ, or the dovil, first imphml a conatilntional 
"infill lai^owilhiohim,answeringtothe outward motive! 
I low conid the holy angels san ? Did God also implant 
a aiiifnt ininciplcortasle in them ? Or were Adam and 
" l.lio iingcls that kept not their first estate," originally 
I'limlcd with sinful tastes, answerinr; to those outward 
iNotiveni Then they were always Mnivers, andtiiatby 
ernaliuti. Who then is the author of sin, and respon- 
aihle for all their wioiiednesa ? It ia true, the eonstila- 
tioniof the mind must bo suited to the nature of the 
nntwai-d inlliicuce or motive; and there must he such 
nu adaptation of the mind to the niofive, .ind of the 
motive lo tlie mind, as is ealcnlatcd to produce any 
b2 
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deBirediKtioiioftlieniltiA Bulitisabsurdtoaij, tliaf 
thia oonstitutional adaptation muat be a holy prinDipk, 
0[ tostp, or craving after oLedioiioo to God. All holi- 
■iiE«i, in Ood, iingcte, or nioi., must be mlmiar^, or it 
IS not holiness. Tn call unything thnl is ii piM of tbo 
mind, or body, liolj-— lo apeak of a Wy aubstajice, 
unlesa it bo in a fignralivo neiae, ie to taili nonsense. 
Holine5s is yutue ; it is something tlist is praisovortliy ■ 
it cannot tliorefotc be a, pnrt of the aeafed siibatimce of 
body or loind, but must conast in volnnlaiy obedience 
to ttepmeipica of eternal righleouBneea. ThanecfsEiay 
adaptation of the ontward motive In tlic niind,™d«r the 
mind fo the motive, lies in the powers of moral uoeney, 
ivMch^veryliumaiiljeingposaeeses. HehasumWslandiiig 
to perceive acd weigh ; ho haa conscience to decide upon 
tile nature of moral oppoaitca ■ he has llie power ™d 
hberty of choice. Now, to fJiis moral ^renl, possSsBiiig 
these faenlticg, the motives of the Gospel are adiUcssed ; 
and there ia plainly a natural tendeney in these weighty 
considerations lo influence him tc oh^ hia Mater. 

But I come now U show what we are to understand 
hy the command of the test. The Bible oltenapeuks of 
the heart, a; s fountain, from which flow tlie moral 
afTeetions and aetiono of the aonl, as in Matt. sv. 19, 
" Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, mnrdcre' 
adulteries, fomieationa, tlicfta, false witness, blasphe- 
mies." The tei-m lieiirt, as applied to mmd, is figurative, 
and recognlEcg aji analogy between the heart of [he 
body, ajid thfl heart of the soul. The fleeWy crfiin of 
the boiy called the iearl, h the scat and fountam of 
animal life, and by its constant action, diffuses life 
throngh the anhnal system. Tfte s/>hiliial Ami% is fie 
fimHam of ipiriUial life, is thtt dsip-ml^iiit eohmlaru 
~"'^—i ^lAs viiitd, wUck lies bsck of all its other. 
- -^■■■■- ! and errmtmn, and from whiiA l}i!.g 
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liiU tliAr rim-iuin: in tliis sense I nndorstaitd the 
l^ii'iii lnvirt lo be used in the test. It ie cfidently 

• tlii'if "Hf which we have contnd; aometliirg 

volinilaiy : laimctliing for which we ace to bknie, and 
whicli we arc bound lo alter. Now If the requirjment 
Im, tbiL wo Mil t(. make some cunsliiutional change in 
I.Iki «uhi.trnicc of the body or mind, it is evidently un- 
JuHt.iuid, enforced by a penalty no lasg tliaii infinite, as 
"lu'dicinfl is imposaihle, the requirement is infinite 
i,yra.iiiiy. It i* evident tliat tiis i-eqiihi;ment here, ia to 
oliaiigo our morsi; cArmctoi-. onr moral ilispadlioa; in 
'ithii' woiila, to change that abiding preference of our 
miiids, which prcfcra sin to hoHness; self-gratifioition 
lo tliii gliny of Goil. I luideistand a cliiuige of heart, 
iiH rJic tcrih i« ln-i-,. used, Lo ho jnst what wo moan by 
a "iNiiiffe cl' ijiiiid ill lii^ru'd lo tim Hiipromu ohjcet of 
piir«iiUi iiriiiiMiiu ill the iihoiLTufim ™< not merely in 
the vhoii'n iJf mffitn Au individiiiiJ inayehange his 
tiiind, iLiid piiifiir, iii one tiiuo, one set of means, and at 
umoUhii' thiiii, aiiolli.ir set, to accomplish the same end : 
iiiiiiiii who ]ii-oposoj to bimself as the supreme object of 
pu iH 11 it. hie IV n happiness, may atone time imagine, that 
hiK higlioat happiness lies in the posaessiun of worldly 
;;oi>di^aud, in pursuit of Iblsendimaygivebimself wholly 
U> the aequiaition of wealth, m pursuing which he may 
oriH.-ii clumgc his choice of means; at one time be may 
puiBue merehandiae ; ,it another, the pi-ufession of law ; 
and still again, the profcaaon of medicine; but all these 
nrn only changes of mind in regard to the nieana of 
acceiiipllshing the same selfish end. Again, he may see 
that his liapplnesB does not consist in the abundance 
of w«i!(h ; tliat he is lo exist for ever ; that he tliere- 
foro liaa .1 higher intercBt in the [bmgs of eta-uity than 
in those of lime; ho may .icoordmgly eniarge his selfish 
aims, cariy fiirward hia Interest into eteiiiity, and pro- 
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pose, aa Uie supreme object of pureuii, the aalvalfoii of 
Ilia soni. It is now an eterail inBtoad »f a tempoial 
intemat that lit accka ; wliieli lie propowa as the supreme 
object of pucsnit ; but still Oie end is Iiis own liippiness ■ 
the end is aubstautkliy tl.e aame, it is only tlio eicrois^ 
of selfishnflBa on a mote ample mil extended scale; 
lUStond of hcibg satisHeJ witli tlie Imppine^ of time, 
selfishness aims at scouring the bliss of eternity. When 
coiifiniiij; hid views and desires to llie acquiaition of 
-worldly good, ho aimed at engmaalmg the affections, tlia 
eerviccs, the honours, and the wealth of tlie world ; he 
now "lengtiiens the cords, and alienglhens the atalios" 
oflusaelMmosfl; eoiries forward liie niiiis, his desires 
and oiettiona, towards eternity ; sets himaelf to praj^ 
to read hia Bible, and heeome uiarycllooalj' religious ; 
and would fain engioss the affQi:tions, uid enlist iJje 
poivci-s, and oommand the services of all heOTon, and of 
the Bternal God. "Wliile Lis views were confined to 
eaithly thmga, ho waa satisfied Uiit men should be his 
BscvMits; hnt now, in the selfish pursuit of bis own 
olornal happineaa, lie would fain call in aU the attribufeg 
of JehoYah lo SBTVe him. Hi.t in all this llrece is no 
change of hcai^t; he may have o&n oliiinged iu the 
choice of moans, but his end liaa boeu always the same ; 
hia own happinffsi has been bis idoL 

A chaugB of heart, then, consists in changing the 
controlling profepenoc of the iniiid in regard lo tlio enil 
of pncauit. The selBah heart is a preference of self- 
intoi-est to the glory of God and the intereda of hia 
longdoni. A now heart consists in a preference of the 
glory of God and tho interests of his kingdom t« 
one's own happine^. In other words, it ia a change 
from aeliishnesa to bcnevolonce, iiom having a auprcmo 
regard to one's own interest to ™ nbsiitbinj anA coii- 
ti-olling choice of the happinca and giorv of God and his 
kingdom. 
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Tl. ii.fieliniigo in the choice of a Supreme lluler. 
Hill 'iiiiiliict of impoHitont sinners demonstrates that 

Ilir'/ptiTci'MiLlmuiatbo rider of the world, they obey 
ll« NiWB, iihiitioneer foi- him, and are mutoiiB foe his 
l.itimi.t, cvei, 1., maityrdom. They cany fl.eir attacli- 
|i"'iil. l'> hiiii a„d liis govcrmnent so far as to aacriflee 
biith UAy iKid anil) to liromote hia interest and eslahliah 
hi" iloitiinioTi. AnnwheartisthechoieoofJEtioviBasthc 
MilMciiii. riili-r; a deep-Bciitcd and abiding preference of 
III" Imra, and goveriunont, and character, and person, aa 
til'. Hiipromo LcKisEator and Governor of the nniverse 

1 Inrs Ihe world is divided into two great political 
piiiaj™; tlio dlffiirouce between them is, tliat one patty 
Hii"»-e Matan as the god of tlua world, yield obodienco 
]■" III- liiw-i.rind an- devoted In hiHintci-cst. Sglfialmcas 
I- 111- liitv III- Salaii's L-mpifi., ami jdl iiiiponiteiit sinners 

yliilil It 1. ivilliNH ., enc... The iillier party chooae 

,,'.,, '"'■"'"''■ Koviimor, and euiiacerate themselves, 
"Uli nil llirlrinl,.,,.,!,^ to his service and glory. Noi- 
Ml"'- l.hin I'liiiFif-o imply a eonalitutional alteration of llie 
|";>viTs of body ur mind, any more than a oliaiice of 

iiN"din.-cgnrftot]iefoi-moradminiEtiationofahiimail 
govcrmnent. 

There are certain tilings in regard to mind, with which 
w„ become famdiw by experience For instance, we 
Imowby espcneneo that it ia the nature of mind to be 
lonti-oUed ,n Its mdividiial esercisea and afli^lions, by 
a deop-auat<id diyisiUim or pnferma! of a particular 
coni-se or object. It is not necessary here, to enter 
"11-. tim ]ihiloscphy of this fatt, but simply to recognise 
the Cict ikelf. Foi- instance, when Adajn was fii^ 
created and awoke into being, before he had obeyed 
or de^oboycd Ilia Maker, be could have had no mor»l 
cbaraeterat all ;bel,ad exercised no affections, no desi,-es, 
notput forth any rfons. In this state he waa a completa 
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moral agent; aad in tliis respect In Ihe linage of his 
Ma,k«- ; but aa yet could lime liad no moid oLarocter ■ 
for moral cbatacter oimwi be a suijjeot of trestjon 
but aitaolvra to Toluntmy actimi. Do not unaerstaiifl 

niB to a«nn,t]iftt any ooiiMdorable time ekpsea between 
the creition of Ailnm a«d lils posaesaiog a moral cha- 
racter. It IS presumed, tbat as soon as J,c awolte inln 
bomg, and had knowledge of tho existenee and uliar.ietor 
of tiH MaliEt, tlie evidences of whieli Joubtiras elinne 
HU aroimd hiro, he ehoae Him aa liia aniBeme rulei>, imd 
voluntardy dedicated oil Ills powers lo hia serrico. Tliia 
prefereiicf) of God, and Ms glory, and service, over liia 
own self-intereet and everything else, constituted his 
rfispoiKim, or his moral ehatacier; in other words 
It K-SB a, pcrfecfly holy Jiemi Out of Ihis heart or 
picference, flowed, aa froni a fountain, tlie pure waters of 
obedience. Ail tire subordinate movenieut!, aiToctious, 
dioicea, and purposes of the mind, and all tho oulw-aid 
acfjona, flowed £i-om this strong and governing iireforence 
ior &od and hia service. Thus he went forth to dress 
God a garden, and keep it. Now, for a time, this pre- 
ference of Adam was strong and abiding enough to unsure 
perteoi obedience in aU tilings ; fop mind wiH .ict in con- 
sistency with an abiding preference, accordin..- to lie 
strength and pei-mimenej of this prefetencB. PerFnslfl,nee 
Iho strong preference that a mm laaj liiTe for home iirny 
forbid hia enterfainiug any purpose of going abroad. 
Ihe strength of lue preforonue for his wife, may prevent 
his consenting to any improper intlmacv witli other 
women ; and the probability, and I may say posBibility 
of betraying him into acts of infidelity lo hIa wife, may 
depend upon the strength and abiding! energy of hia 
preference of her to ill other ivomen. -So while the 
prderenee of Adam remained unshaken, its'enenrv gave 
dicoction and chafactcr to idl his feelings and lo 'all his 
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«iMi'hi"l. ; and that which must stump perfection upon 
llii' obedience ol Ue.iven, is the great stiength and con- 
liMiiiilly abiding energy of their preference for God and 
hiH »ei-n™. Indeed the continued holiness of God 
■ liipniiln .1,1011 the same oiuse, and flois-s from tlie same 
biiiiitiiiii. liia holiness does not consist in lliesuhalante 
"I 111- iiatnrc, but in his preference of right. His lioll- 
"i-B~ iiinxt bo voluntary, and ho ia immutably holy, 

' """" ''" i-a infinitely so. In other words, his pro- 

liNVnue oC right is infinitely strong, a, strong and so 
nlii.linpfl never to admit of change; of any conduct 
iiic"n»iHliint with if. Ada.n was perfectly boly bnt 
ii'il lulinitely w). As his prnfercnce for God was not 
iiilniilj>ly Htiiiiip, il was posaihle that it mi^ht be 
" iiinncd, and we hnvo the nielnnuholy fact -written in 

I'biU'uclcrK UulI, caunel, In i,ii.. |,.isl.).,d, <m every side 

iif im, l.jmt uil oiieiL.i.ni ewurn.d on wlilcJi lie aqtuallv 
nlumgi.l It. Mi,l,m, ■„, 11,0 pcwm of (he serpent, pi-e- 

"""'"' " I |i(iill"i. "f a voiy peculiar eliaraeltr It 

wip« iiililiv.™,d u. I,lw Konstitufional appetites of both 
"Mill and body; to the appetite for food in tbe body 
Mid fer kiniwlodgc in the mind. These appetites were 
.lonatitutionEil; they wei-e not In tliemselvcs slirfuL but 
thoir w,k«,/^C ii^dgsTM was sin. The proposal of the 
norjieiit was, that he sLonld change his mind in regard 
to the snprane end of pursuit ; and thus change his 
heart, or his whole moral diaracfcr. " Yen, hath God 
""uL, Ye shall not eat of even- tree of the garden ' and 
(heworaim said unto the serpent, We may eat of the 
truit el the trees of the garden, but of the fruit of the 
tree wliicli is in the midst of the garden, God hath said, 
Ve sliall u„t eW of it, neither shall ye tonoh it, lest ye 
die. And the serpent said unto the woman. Ye shall 
not surely (he : for God doth know that in tho day ye 
eat thereof; Uien your eyes ahaU bo opened, and ye shaU 
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ba ae gods, Uno'wing good and evif." Now the fojin- 
datioa of buliDCfs in Adam, and that which eonatituled 
bis holy }]c[u-t, -was tlie supr^iife vhoha thai God shonid 
tuk ; the supreme prefereute of God and hie glory to 
his own buppiiie^ ur intorcst. It la easy tn see, tlierefnrP, 
£]]at tho ubjcct nimed at by tl}s serpent ■w[^g to effect n, 
change in the supreme end of pureuit- It was Ic prefer 
hia uwn grfliificatbn tc obedience to his MnlitT; to be- 
comQ ag a god liimself m»tead of obeying Jehovah ; to 
pursaa as a supicmu end sclf-^atiiicELEiDn inatKail of 
the ghry of Grod. In yielding tljerefore to this pro- 
posal, in changing hia mind upon this fundaracntnl 
point, bo changed hie own heart, or that controlling 
preference which wbs at once iJje founda.tioii, and fonn- 
tain, of ill obedioncc. Now this was a real change of 
heai't; froin n. perfectly holy, tu a pRrfeetly sinful one. 
But here W2S no constitutional change, no change in. tho 
euhstanee of cither body or mind- It was not a change 
in the peweiB of moral agency thtimaclvcB, but simply 
in the uee of tliem ; in coueeoTflting their enargiea to a 
different tnd. Now SJippoae God to have come out 
npon Adam with tlie command of the test, " Make to 
jou a new heavL, for why "wilE you die ?" Could Adam 
Iiavc justly answered, Dost thou IhinU iiiat I can change 
my own heart ? Cdji I, who have a heart totally de- 
praved, can I ehangy that heart ? Might not tlie Al- 
mighty have answered lura ia words of fire, Rebel, you 
have jiist changed yonr heart frum holiuese to an, now 
change it hacif from ^n to lioHiiiedR, 

Suppose a human sovcrciga should establish a govgrn- 
nient, and proposo,as the gceatend of pursuit) to pj'odnee 
the greatest amount of happiness pcuaible within his 
tfugdom- He enads wise and hetievolent laws, calcu- 
lated to promolt tliii object, tr> ivhich he confanna all 
his oivn conduct ; in tho administration of which, he 
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iiiii|i|iiyx 111] ]im wiadum and enei^iea, and requires alt 
hii' Muhjii'ts to ^ynipathiflc with him; to aim at thp 
NiiMi^ ulijci^t : to ho govorned by tho same principles ; Eo 
iiiiii Hujnrnioly and ooxistontly at the same end; tlia 
pt'oiholnidh of the highoafc inteteflts of the commiinity. 
Hnp|nHii tliifH) laws to he so framed, that univftraa] obe- 
illdrniL* wtMilil nccoasarily result in nniTetfliil bappinc&&- 
Nownniiposo that one indtvirlnal, after ascaaon of ohe- 
ilimii^i' mid devotion to tlic interest of the goveroment 
Jiml lIui ^hiiy of lii!4 sovereign, should be induced to 
^^'ilhilrawhiw influence and eiiecgiea from promoting the 
|)id]|ii' (jofHl» and net up for himself; suppose him to 
hriy, I ivill no lonj^ be ^verned by the principles of 
Brjiiil-Hill tit |h(i community, and find my own happi- 

iii'"« hi pi'( tln;;^ tlin puhflir nilcn^fit ; hut will aim at 

pI'oiMotiu^ iny own l|iiii]miiiHM flimI ghivy, in my own 
W»y, ii.Mil tii( Ihii Hov[i|i ijjn iinil LTio hnd>jf3Cte take tire 
tuv diii|i*wilvi*, *M'hurily lio;;iiiJi nb homo." Now aup- 
piiflM hhii tlnin IuhkI. up fur himiu'lf; to propose his own 
]iii,|ip1iii'i'" iiiirl iLggrandieoinent ae the suprunte object of 
hU |jin>ui[^ and idruuld not hesitate to tfall^plc upon the 
1/1 WH iiud uncruaeh upon the rights, botli of bis sovereign 
njid Lhe hubjeelii, whorevor those laws or rights lay in 
iho way of tlio automphshmcnt of hie designs. It ia 
uiiMy to i^tp, that he has become a rebel ; has changed 
Eiii^ hfirrit and consequently his conduot; has sot np an 
hiieru^t not only separate from but opposed to the inte^ 
roal; of !ttH ligh^ul EOveteigD. lie has changed hia heart 
fiTtm goojl to bad; from being an obedient suhjec't he 
Iifia bucomo a rebel i ft'om obeying his sovereign, be has 
set up iiu independent eoTereignty ; from trying to in- 
ilutuco all jnen to obey the go-vcmmcat, from seeking 
supremely the prosperity and the glory of his aoyeteign, 
ho becomes himiwlf a little sovereign ; and as Absalom 
caught the men of Israel and hissed them, and thus 
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efflle iiwajf -tliuit hearts ; so be now endesTours to en- 
gross tlie affeddons, to onlist tlic synipathifls, to coni- 
niantl the respect nnd obadienci? oF all around him. Kow 
wliat would crmstitnte a tliango of heart in tlife man 
towjijvU his aovcrcigul I answer, for liim to go bocli, 
to cliango his mind in regard t/t the supreme oljject of 
pursuit ;— to pi-efer tlia glory of hie eoverdgn. aiid-flis 
good^of flic pulilio to his own separate interest, would 
ooriJ^i^tiito a clijinfte of iteaft. 

Now tliiii is tlio cMiK witii tlia ^Diicr ; God hns esta- 
blished a i^vcninieul, jud priiposcd, by tlie cshihitioii 
of ills own ciliai'aptor, tn ]irodui;e tlio greatest praetjciililc 
Miouiit of happiiieaa in the uiiivsrao. He liaa enacted 
taws wisely caJtnlated to pi-omoto tiiis ohjccl, to ivbitli 
111! conforms all Jiis own contliict, cod to which he re. 
quires all his aulijeets perfectly and undeviatingly to 
i;onforra theirs. After a season ot obedience, Adam 
changed his hcM^, and set up foi LJmsslf. So with 
every sinner, nlfhough be does not Jlrst lAe^ as Adrnm 
did, yot liis wicked heart eonsista in seliing up his own 
intcnst ill opposition to the interest and government of 
God i in aiming to prmnolc his own private happiness, 
in away tliati is opposed to llic gonoral good. Sclf- 
gratifieatioii boeomea the law to wliioh he eonforros his 
eondnet. It is tliat niijidin|; ot tlie flesh, whicli is ou- 
mily ag™Bt God. A change of heart, Iherefcrc, is to 
piofer a different aid. To pilfer eiiproinely the glory 
"E God aad the public good, to tho promotion of his 
own mterest; mid whenever this pi-efercnec is cluingcd, 
wo Me of coiirao a eorrcsponiling change of eonducL IE 
a iuan uliango sides hi politics, yon will see him meeting 
wiUi (hoBO that entertain the same views and feelings 
withlinnself; devising plans and uang, his influence lo 
clett the candidate which he has now diosen. He has 
new poUticnl friends on Ihc one side, ™d new political 
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onemips on the other. So with a sinner ; if his heart is 
changed, you will sec that ChrisUaiis become hie friends 
— Clirist his candidule. He aims at honouring him 
and promoting hie iiitei'est in all his ways. Before, the 
langnago of his conduct wiis, " Let Satan govera the 
world." Now, the Linguagoofhis heart and of bis life 
IS, " Let Christ rule Eiug of nations, as he is King of 
saints." Before, hie conduct said, "O Sitan, let thy 
kingdom come, and let thy will be done." iS'ow, hiu 
lioait, liis life, his lips, cry out, "O Jesus, let thy king- 
dom come, let thy will be done on earth as it ie in 
lieavcn." 

In proof that tho eliange which I have deseribed con- 
stitutes ft change of heart, if any proof is necessary— I 
observe, first, that ho wlio actnaliy does prefer the glory 
of God, and the inlcreHt of his Itingdom, to his own 
BiUiuh inUiresL, In a t!liiintian ; and that he who istnally 
liriifim lilx own sclfisL interest to the gloty of God, is 
an impiinileiil sinner. 

The fundainonlsl differenoo lies in this ruling prefer- 
ence, this fcuntain, this heart, out of whieli flows their 
emotions, their affections, and actions. Aa the difler- 
enoc between them conaiala not in the substtmeeof their 
minda or bodies, but hi the voluntary stai* of mind ut 
wliicli they are, it is just as mipbiloBophieal, absurd, 
and unnecessary, to suppose that a physical or constitu- 
tional cliaiige has taken place in him who has the new 
heart, as to infer, that because a man has changed ills 
politics, ihereforE his nature is changed. Further, this 
now preference needs only to become deep and cnci^etic 
enough in its inilnenoe, to stamp the perfection of heaven 
upon tho whole charaef er. From long-cherished habiti 
of sin, and acting under tho dominion ot am oivposife 
preference, when it comes resUy to be cliangc'l, it is 
often weili and measurably iuelEcient ; and consequently 
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tlia mmd often mIs ia inconsietaicr mth IMb geneml 
preference. AcgordiHgljr, fjod say, fa, Israel, "How 
«B»)[ 18 tliine hoBTt !■■ Like a niitn who U m littLc 
under Ih,! iiiflii™ce dther of principle or of »ffi:ctl,.n for 
his wife, that althoTigh upon tllc -mholc, and iu general 
lie profora licr to my other woman, yet ],o may oecu- 
sionoJly be ^Uty-of an »ct of infidcaily to Ler. Now 
what IS nc^bd in fJie cnse of iCbristiin ia, tluit lib old 
ii.b,te of ilioiiglit, ™d feeling, and adioii, sliould be 
lu-Dkeu up ; [Iiat hi= new prcferenco should aain sti^ngtb 
stability, firmness, and porpotuity; md thu5 tate tlio 
■Molrol of tlio wbok man. Tins procera eonsKtuhea 
™ii;liIicalion. Ercry act of obsdionoe to God atrcnetli- 
eas fbis preference, and rendei^e future obedience more 
natqraL. Bia perfect control of ^his prcferenco over ill 
the mora! movemenla of U,e mind, brings a man b^ck 
to wbere Adam was pretioua t» the fall, and constitutes 
petrei:t holintea. 

Once more-If a ch™ge of heart w^ physical, or a 
ohange m the constitution of tl.e mind, it would have 
no moral diaractor. The ^m^f, to have luoriJ cha- 
racter, must bo volmlarff. To comtitnte n chmse of 
W, It must not only bo voluntary, but must be a 
eliange m the giisenting ^nferetiu of the inhid It 
must bo a change in regard to the supreme object of 
puranitr '' 

Finally, it is 3. fact m (he ciperience of every Chris- 
tian, that Uio olrage through wliiob he has parsed is 
nothing else tbaj. thai which 1 have deaciihed. 1„ 
speaking from experience, he can say. Whereas I ones 
preferred n.y own separate interest to the dory of my 
Mater, now I preta- bis gloi7 and (he interesfg of hti 
iingdon^ ™d eon«*ralo all my powers to the promo- 
tion of Ihoiufor evci'. 

2. The second inquiry is, whetbor the requirement of 
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the torf ia reasonable and equitable. Tlie iraswer to 
tbia question must dqiend upon tlie nature of the duty 
to he perfomied. If tlie change be a physical one, a 
change in the onnsStution or substance of tlie soul, it ia 
clearly not mtbin tbe scope of oiff ability, and tlie 
answer fo tlie question must be. No, it ia not reasoiiabb 
nor eqnitable. To nmintain that we are uji^er obliga- 
tion to do what we have no power to do, ia absurd. If 
wn aie under an obligation to do a thing, aid do it not, 
wo sin. For tbe blame- worthiueas of sin consiats in ita 
being the violation of an obligation. Eiit if wo are 
under an obligation to do what we baye no power to 
do, then ^n ia unavoidable ; we are forced to sin hy a 
iialiiral iicceasity. But tbis is ronttary to right reason, 
to malic ain to oonaiit in anything that is forced upon 
UN by the noeiiHBity of imlnre. Iti^aides, if it is sin, we 
iito buniul to i-ii|ie(il, nl' it, bnu-tily to blaine ourselves, 
liml jimLifj' tlui ivijiiirolnent of Ciod; but it ia plainly 
iiiipoHHibiti till' tiH to blame ourselves for not doing wbut 
wr iirii conmiioiis we never had any power to do. Sup- 
piwo (lod shOLild command a man to fiy; woold tlio 
ci.mmaud impose upon him any obligation, until ho was 
furnished with wings ? Certainly not. But suppose, 
on his failing to obey, God ahoold require him to repent 
of Ilia disobedience, and threaten to send hiin to liell if 
bo did not hcBrtily blame hiniaelf, and justify tlio re- 
(liii.einent of Gwi. lie innet cease l« he a reasonable 
biiiiig before he can do tbis. He knows that God never 
gave him power to fly, and therefore he had no right to 
lequiri) it of him. . Hia natural sense of justice, and of 
tlie foimdiilion of obligation, is outraged, and he indig- 
nantly and conscientiously llirowa liadi tbe requirement 
into bis Mnlioi's feee. Ecpentancc, in this ense, is a 
natural iioposaibility ; wbilc be ia a reasonable being, 
be knows that he ig not to blame for net flying withont 
c 2 
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■n-iDgs; and hawamr mud. lie niaj- legret liia not beii)-. 
able to obey ths Ff qnirement, Md how-cref greai m^y 
be 1,,. h^ of tlie «ratli of Gcd, still to bkme Mmself 
ontl justify God is a natiml ini|»ssibilit)'. As, tbcre- 
fore, God rcquii^^ mot, lo .niike to tt,emsei7es » ii^v 
he^rt, 01. psiQ of of^nial dcitb, it h tie airauKest pos- 
fflble evidonTO tliat tlicy ore able to do !l. To say that 
he has com.r,^,i,ded them to do it, wiUiout tcHirg then, 
they are ablo, ,a eoiJBi. inmate iziflmg. Theii' abtlrty ia 
impbod a. alTODgly aa it CM Ic, in tlie mmniimd itself. 
I'mra aU tliia ,t w.U bo aee.., IJiat the ansvfcr to Ibe 
question, wlictlier tlie roqniro.nent ii. the test ia iu8t 
miut tnrn upon tie iiiiretioQ of .nai.'a abiiitj • and Ihe 
(rmst.on of ability must tut,, upon ti.e nature of the 
ehange itself. If the ehango h pbysioal, it i, elea.-ly 
beyond tile poiver of aiftn ; it ia soinntlung oi-er which 
ho has no moie conttol than he had over ilie eraition 
of his fionl ajid body. But if the ehauge is moral-in 
other word^ if it ho Tolimtary, a change of ehoioe or 
prefctenec, md. ;.s I Iiayo dtseribed, t&a, tl.o ^ina^ver 
to tl.« question, U the re«]uirement of tbe tost i,.st and 
roaawiablo ? elearly ia, Yea, it ia entirely raisowble and 
juat; 

J . Berause yon have all the powera of moral ageucy : 
ma the llimg .-equired is, not te alter tJiese powers, bnt 
io employ thein in the se.vioe of yonr l,Ial;et. God 
iuB created these powers, and yon ea„ and do ubq them. 
He gims you power to obey or diaeboy; and your sin 
IB, that while he sustains thise powei^ y„u pn.6tituf« 
them to tho aervice of ain and Satin. 

Again— These powers ate aa well suited to obedience 
aa to diaohedieiuM. Your yikUiwss eousisia in a 
wrong but obstinate tlioiee of sin. Bnt ia it not aa Siisv 
to eho^e right as wrong? A.-e oot the niotives to a 
right dioice infinitely grcatei- than to » wrong one? 
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Oould Adam reasonably have objected tlist he was 
nubble to change his olioice ? CiouM Satan ohjeet tbat 
]jc had no power to ehunge tlie gT>vpming preferiynee of 
liis mind, and tn prefer the glory of hitt Malicr to rebel- 
lion againat his throne ? If Satan, or Adaia, or you, 
can reasonably bring forward this ohjeetion, then tkero 
ia no siieli thing aa ain in earth or hell. 

Again — God only requires of yon to ebooae and act 
reasonably, tor certainly it is in aceordanoD witb right 
reason toprefer the gloryof God, and the inlereat of his 
immense kingdom, to yonr own private iiitere*. It is 
an infinitely greater good; therefore yon, and God, and 
all his creatures, are bound to pieferll. But I said tlia 
i.Kjtivea to a right jirfference arc infinitely greater IbaD 
lo a wrong one, Smnera often eompldn tliat they arc 
so iniluonccd by iiiotivos, that tiioy cannot .■esist iui- 
■|iii[y. 'J'liuy ol'tiiTi exiiiiae Ib.iir aias, by pleading that 
tho (jsnijiliUiou waa tiKi strong for them. Sinner, why 
iH ji, whihi yon ruT! so caaily inflnnnred by motives as 
to emniiliiin that yon cannot resist (I.ein, that you are 
too weak to resist their influoiice to ain; that yoi. are 
tlrong enough to realst the world of motivea that come 
rolling upen yon like a wave of fire, (o do right and 
obey your Maker ? 

When the Sen of God approaches you, gathering 
mot.ves from heaven, earth, and hell, and pours tliem 
ill a focal blaac upon your .nind, how ia It that you are 
strong enough to resist ? You, whose mind is yielding 
aa an: tu motives to ain ; wlio are all weakness, and 
eunjplain that you cannot tc3st when tempted to dis- 
obey God, can esert such a giant strength, I had almost 
said (ho strength of Omnipotence, i.i reaistiiig tho 
infinite weight of motive that tolls upon you from 
every qnorWr of the universe to obey God. It is clear 
that if you did not escrt the whole strength of nioml 
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^^eacy to teaiat, t'beae consideniiioiia would cliangQ your 
lieait- 

3, I como now to ELe tliird and Ja%t inquiry^ viz. : 
How ia tills requirement, to " laski to yourself a ngw 
b«<rt," eonaiat^nt with triR ofttro-repeattd declarationa 
of tliis ]Jibli!, tlut a new hewt is tJie jjift and work of 
God ? Tho Jiihla ascribes eouvtraion, or a bow ]]om% 
to four different ftgoncies. Oftentimes it h Etecribed tu 
ihe Spii'it of Ood. Anil if you consult the Saiptures, 
yiiu Vr-ill find it still iriorE frequently aseribed to the 
taiith ; PS, "* Of bis own will begat be us by the word of 
truth" — " Tlio truth shall make you frefi" — ^' Sfliictify 
them throngh thy truth" — "The law of God is perfect^ 
eonvertiii^ tlie aoul." It is sooieUmes ascribed t^ the 
preacher^ or to bim who presents the tiutb ; " He tlmt 
winnetb souls is wise ;" Paul says, *^I have begotten 
you through the Gospel" — ^'Hetlfat coavertetha siunur 
from the oiTor of hia ways, shall save a soul from de^tli, 
and hide a, multitude of sins." Sometimes it is spoken 
of as the iviirk of the sinner liiinself ;"thnfi the ajwstlo 
fiayp, *' Ye have purified youreelTos by obeying the 
truth ;" " I thought on my waya," aa,ya tlie Psalmist, 
"and turned unto tlio Lcn-il." Again he aays, '^ When 
thou sajdst, Beet ye my faee ; my he&rt replied, Tliy 
face, Lord, will I seelf." Now the question is, Ate all 
these dcolarfttious of Scripture conMstent with eacit 
other ? They are all tjiio ; tbey all mean just as they 
say; nor is there jLuy real disagreement between tlicm. 
There ia a sense in which conversion is tlie work, of 
God- There is a sense in which it ia tho effeet of truth. 
Theit is a senEO in "which tho pi^aclier does it. And it 
is also the appropriate worls of the sinner himself. 

Tlie fiiet is, tliat the actual turning, oi- change, is the 
ainner"'R own aet. The agent who induces him, is the 
Spirit of God- A seeondajy agent, is the preacher^ or 
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inilTviduoI who presonte the truth, llie truil, is the 
uistrutneni, ot motive whieh tho Spirit uses to induce 
1 10 suner to turn. Bnppose yourself to be standim. on 
«.c hank of the Falls of Niagara, Aa yon stand unon 
the verge of the ]jreoipiee, you heboid a man lost in deep 
revene, approaehmg its verge unconscions of bis danger 
ile approaehfB nearer and nearer, until ho aclnally lifts 
l"s fwt to take the find step tliat shall plunge him In 
destru^ion. At thi^ moment yo„ lift yoi,r wamnig 
voiee above the roaj' of the foaming waters, and ery ont 
■Vup. The voice piereee hia ear, and breaha the ebaim 
tfi.-Lt binds him; he turns inslantly upon his heel, all 
pale and aghast lie rotiris, quivering, from (he veigo of 
a™tJi. lis reels, and dmoal swoons with liorcor; lums 
nud Vr-alkH slowly f, the iiuhlic-house; yoi, follow bin, - 
tlio maiiifeal agilntioii in his eiiunte.ianoe calls nnnihers 
«r..iL..<l luin : ai„J „„ ^„„„,,- „,|,,„,„„,i,^ |,(, p„j„t, ^^ 
and "iiyM. I lial. ,„„n »iu,,1 ,i,y lif^, i|„^ ^e a^crihra 
tlii> w.th [„ you ; jiikI .-iTtaiuly there is aaense iii which 
you bail mveil him. ISut, on being furtlier queationed, 
bo wiys, M^, ! how thftt „.„ra ^i ;„ ^^ ^^' 

Ihat .viis to me the word of life. Here he aaciibea it to 
he,c(.,-J that aroused hin^ and cauaed him to tnru. 
lint, on conversing still farther, ho said, Ifad I not 
turned at that instant, I should have boen s dead man 
Here ho spoals of it, and truly, as his own act; but 
direetly you hear bim aay, O the mercy of God ■ if Cod 
liad not interposed, I should have been lost. Now the 
only defect iu this illn-stration ia thia,- In the case sup- 
posed, the only interferenee on tlio part of God, waa a 
promdcmal one; and the only senae in which (be savlne 
of the nians life la asc-ibed to him, is in a providenti5 
sense. Hut in the eonveiami of a sinner there is some- 
thing more than the providence of God employed ; for 
liere not only dois ihe pi-ovidencs of Ciod so order it^ 
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that the profiler cries, Stop, bi.t tlie Spirit of God furcto 
tlio trutli home upon him with b«c1, t.-emcndous power 
M to induce liim t« turn. 

Not only doea tlie preacher cry Stop, but through the 
Imng viiicc of ilie prcaelier, the Spirit oi-ies Stop The 
proMher cries, '■ Tm;: ye, why will ys die r Tlie Spirit 
imura the e.ipostulatlon homo tvith suel. power, that Iho 
Binner ^iiriia. Noiv, io spesking of this ehsnge it h 
perfmtly proper to Biy, that the Spirit turned him, just 
as you -would s^y «f a mnn, who had peranided another 
f" chungo his mild OB tho sutjoot of politics, that he 
had cmiYi^led him, and brought him oi-er. It ia also 
proper to Siiy that the Iratli converted lilm ; as in a easo 
when the poiitleil seutiments of a m™ were changed 
by a certMB argument, we should say, that aimiment 
toought hun over. So also ivitii perfect propriety may 
we ascnho tlie chango to tJio living preacliet, or lo liim 
^yho had prcsenled the luotivea; juat ns we should aiy 
of a lawyer wW had prevailed in hia argimont with a 
jury, He has gnt hia case, he has cnnveitcd tlie jmy. 
It la also Willi the aaioc propriety siBurihed to tlie indivi- 
dual himsolf wlioae heart ia changed; we aliould say 
tliat he hftd changed his mind, ho liaa come over, ha has 
Kpeniod. Now it is strictly tmi', imd troe in tho most 
absolute and highest sense ; tlio act is Iiia own aet the 
turniug ia hia own turning, while God by the traih has 
lodnced him to turn ; stiU it is strictly lii.o that he has 
turne<l, and has done it himself. Tlina you aee the scBso 
m which it is tlio worls of Goil, and also the sense m 
which it IS tlic sinner's own wort. The Spirit of God, 
by tho truth, Infliiemios the sinner to change, and in tills 
eense is (ho efficient cause of the change. But tlie ain- 
nst aetasSy cliaiigos, ajid is tliorefcro himself, in tlie 
most propec senso, tho author of the change. Tliete are 
some who, on reading their Bibles, faaten theh: eyes 
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upon thoae pass^ea thai ascribe the we.li to the Spirit 
"L (Jort, and seem to overlook (hose that asmbe it to 
■iiMi, and speak of it as tho sinner's own act. When 
lliey liarc quoted Scripture to prove it is the work of 
God (hey seem lo think thoy have proved that it is thai 
m which man is paasive.and that it can in no sense be the 
work of man. Some moniiis since a tract was written 
tho title of winch was, " Eegeneration is the Effect of 
Uivine_ Power. The wrilo^ goes on to prove tliat Uio 
worli TS wrought by the Hpiiit of God, and tliere he 
et"_pe. jNow it had beeu just as trne, jual as philoso- 
pJiieal, ajid just as seriplurni, if he had saiJ, tliat con- 
volve], was the work of man. It waa easy t» prave 
that IS Was the work of God, in the sense in which I 
bitvn ovplaiiicd it. Tim writer tboreft,™ tolls tlie truth 
«<i Uli. 11, h„ gooH ; liui lie h,L» lohl only halt tho truth! 
I'or wliiln thei'o i. „. „,.„„„ in which it is tlio work of 
Uod, n. JMi iiim mIiuwii, Ihue li also a scnae in wliich it 
1- tjiii >v„ck ol loiui, ae we have just seen. The very 
iLlii to lliis tmct is a alnnibling-block. It lella the 
i™ili,hHl it does not tell the whole truth. And a tract 
inigiit he written upon this prepealtion that " conmsmt 
or r^iMmi,™ ,> He ^^k of «mn ;- which would be 
jusl as tme, just aa seripiiiral, and just as philosophieai 
as the one to which I have aUuded. Thus the writer 
. m his icaJ to recognise aud honour God as oeneeraed in 
tins work, by leaving out the taet that a change of heart 
IS the sinners o™ tict, has left the sinner alronely iii- 
trencied, with his weapons in his rchellioiia hands. 
stoutly resisting the claims of hia Maker, and waitiuj 
pasaivoly f„r God to make him a new heart. Thus you 
see (ho cnnsiateney between the rei|nirement of the test 
and the declared faot that God is the author of fJie new 
heart. _ God commands you to do it, ejipeeta yon to do 
It, and if It ever b done, yon must do it. 
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I absJl condndo tliis iliMuiirso with siTstal iuterensea 
■and reujErrlts. 

Their preference of sia ia tlieir own Toluntary act. 
They make aelf-gratificalinn thi; rule to wMth they wa- 
tarm nil iLeir oonSuct. When they come into being, 
.the first principle that we diecoTcr in their eondiiet^ ia 
their delcrmiimtlon to gratify themselves. It seen 
cemes tn pjiBS that anyefl'ovt to thwart them in the gi-itr 
tification u( tlieir appetites, ia met hy them "with stout 
resistance, they SBein to set their heaita fully to pnrsiie 
Iheir omi hajiiiineas, and gratify themselves, coinc what 
will; snilthTis they will successively maiie war on their 
nurse, their piiienta, and their Goil,'wheiievitr they find 
tha.t Ifeir re^uhrements prohibit the pursuit of this enJ. 
Now this is purely a voIudIm;- stale of mind. Tliis 
state of mind is not a subject of creation, it is entirely 
the result of temptation te selfiahuess, ariang out of the 
cireumstincOB nnder -whicli tha child comes into being. 
This prefm-eneo to pelf-iuferest is EnffeiVjd by the siuncc 
to ^w with his growth, and Btren^heti with Lis 
strength, until this dpsperBtely wiekcd heart beats liiin 
onward to the gates ef heil- 

2nd. From. viliiU Saa ism mid, ths neeessily c/ u ciaii^s 
of Jtcart ia tnmt m^m/eifi. 

Tlie state ef mind in whicli in^emtont Mnnara are, is 
oniledbythespoatle the " carnal mind ;" or, as it should 
havo been rondered, " the niluding of the flsah is eujnity 
Eigiihist Ood." Tlie child at first gives up the rein to 
the bodily appetites. God iTqniiss him to keep undei' 
his body, and to make it the instrument of his soul in 
the service of God — to subject .indsubordhiatc iJl its 
passions to fho will of it? Malicr. But ujstoad of this, 
he niiJiea fJio gratificstien of liia ajjpetilea ajid paaaona, 
the law of his life. It ia tliat law in his members, of 
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"vhieh die apiislle speaks, as waning .igainst Oio law of 
Ilia mind. This state of mind is the direct opposilfi of 
the chmacier and requirements of God. With this 
licart, the sulvation of the ainner is a Hianifesl imnoasi- 
bility. '^ 

^d. In. He li^Iu of this tviject yoM can sse tTie ■miu.rs 
and degree of the drmsf'i depenihnes an the Spirk of God. 
The Spirit's agency is not needed to give him power, 
but to overcome his -voluntary obstinacy. Some jier- 
anna seem to Buppoae that the Sph^it ia employed lo give 
thesinnerpo(K!j^-.th*t heisMdWo to obey God, with- 
out tlie Sprat's agencj'. I am alarmed when I hear 
such dcelaratiwis as those ; and were i[ not, that I 
Buppopii there is a sens> in which a man's heart may be 
better thnn his lii^ad, 1 should feel Isiund to maintain, 
tliEil. iKirsoTiH hohliiig this si'iiliuii'iit, were not Qirls- 
liail"ntiill. I hnvn already shown tiial a man ia under 
nri iilillKiiliiiu lo do M-lnit lio loL'jno ability lode; in 
oLliuM ivorilh, (hat liia olillgation is only commensurate 
with lil.Hiilrility ; that he cannot blame himself for not 
[iiiviug cicrtod a power that be never possessed. If he 
holievis, therefore, that he has no power to obey his 
Ulakcr, it ia impossibk that he should hkme himself 
for not doing it. And if he believes tJiat the Spirit's 
agency is indispensable to make him able, couaatonty 
innat compel him lo maintain, (hat without Ihia super- 
added ogency, he ia under no ohhgalion to obey. This 
giving the sinner jMiiw, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, to 
ohcy God, ia what the Anninians call aijfwi'msabiiily, 
which terms are a manifest absurdity. What is grace? 
It is undeserved fevour; something to which we have 
no claim in justice ; tliat which may be withheld 
without hijnalice. If this isa true definition, it is plain 
tliat a griKium aUlifj la do our dul^ is absurd. It is 
a dictate of reason, of conscience, of oommon sense, and 
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of our natural aonso of justice, -lilmt if Gcd i-equite of us 
■llie jwrfoFiiianoo of any duty or act, lie h bouiiil iu 
jnaljce togiTO uayowsr to olioyi i.e. he must give na 
the (iitultioe and elieiigth lo |iorfiirra tlio act. But if 
jmtice reqiiii'o Hiia, wlij- oall it i p'ai-.mm ^hUity ^, 
Naturn! ability to ilo our rlrity emnot be a ffradeas 
ability. To call it eo, is to coiiFonnd grace and juBlice 
as rneaniiijT tlie Eimi- thing, 'i'iio sin of disobedience 
tJien moat lie, not in. hia ImTing brotcn the law of God, 
but ajloly in Ills not having complied, witli the skiviuge 
of tile Spirit. Accordingly tlio deSuitiOH of ?in alionld 
be, upon tliese principles, Dot that "ain is !k transgression 
of the law," but that It consists in not yielding to Ibe 
inflnenee of the Spirit, While therefore he h not 
Bensibk that the Spirit is giving him power, lie can fail 
under no obligation to be eooverted ; nor cun lie, upon 
flJiy principles cf reason, bhimo himself. How, 1 would 
aak, is it possible tliut with these views ho ean repent ? 
And how, npen tlieao principles, ia he to blame fur not 
having roponted and tamed to the Lord ? 

Bill, to illustTiito both the natnrcand degree of man's 
dependence on the f3]iji-it, snjipose .^ m™ to be bent 
upon aelf-murder ; in tlio ahacnco of liis wifo he loauls 
his pistuli, and pnipiirca to unnimit tlie horrid deed. 
His bttlo child obsei'TOB tho disordcc of his mind, and 
says. Father, what arc yoii rroing lo do ? Be stUl, he 
replies, I am going to Wow iny brains out. The littlo 
one weepa, Bpre.idj out itM little lioggav hands, bcjiceclies 
IrimtodesiBl^ and pours ont its little prayers, and teajs, 
.™d agonizing enti'oaiiea, to si>are his life. Now, if 
tho eloqiienoe of this cliild's grief, Ms prayers, and 
toaiB, oould prevail to cliango tho oletinacy of bis pur- 
pose, he would need no etiier influence to subdue and 
chango big inlnil. Bnl th« pfa^nt persisting, the child 
screams to its mother, who flies at Ihs voice of its 
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eutL'eaty, mid friE being toM tTie cau&e of its anguisli, 

iiD^iteni^ u|xjn the ■wings of Itrroc^ to Iiw' buMbJind'H 
;ip^Dient^ and cffliJHres hini tiy cliMigeliU purpo&t. By 
liis love for Lis family — by their loya foi- him— by thiar 
depoiidiaLco upou bini — iu viijw of tlia torn heartland 
dT9trjii;lioa ofthi^ wife uf liisboSHtiu. — by tlican^iieli* tlifl 
toars, the ho]plessnGs of bis biibhS— by the regard }ie 
liiifi for his otvH BOtil — by the hope of htiaviiii— by the 
tctroi-s of hdi — Jjy everything tender and persiiaMYe 
in hfe — by dl thut is fiiilpiaii in the final judgment, imd 
t"3JitibI(? in the paine of the second death, &he conjures 
hiiiij over and over again^ not to ru^h upon bia own 
deatriicliou. Now if alt this can muve him, [ie iieedg 
no othui' and higha' iuEuenee to change bis mind. But 
wheu ahc Tiiils in ber effiyrfa^ euppose she could summon 
;il| thi' iifi^elH of O'ld, uiid thoy also elionld fail to nioTC 
mtd niiilb liiin by tliuii- unuiu'tbly uloLpLeiicc ; hure, theu, 
miihi* liiyhi'i' |>r]wur muHt interfere, or the man is lost. 
IbiL Jihl. 11^ In.' imtn hia pistol to hia ftu, the iSpirit of 
Urnl, yv]i\i liiimvn perfectly the itate of his mind, and 
iLHdcihtxuda idl ihe reasons that have led him to this 
I los]ietiLt* determination, gathers sitch a world of motive, 
aiid pours them in Bucb a focal -blaze upon bia soul, that 
be instantly quails, drops the weapon from bis nerve- 
leas hand, relinquishea his purpose uf ded.t]i for erer, 
falls iipou bis kneea, and gives glory to God. Now it 
was the strength of the m^n's voluntjuy purpose of 
self-deMtmction alone, that made the Spint^a agency at 
all Tieco^axy in the case- Would he have yielded to all 
the motivoB that had been before presented, and should 
havesiibduedhini, no iiLter])osttion of tlie Holy Spirit 
had been neL-easary. But it was the wickedness, and the 
ohslinacjr rrf tlie wrpteh, th;Lt laii the only foncdiition 
for the Spil^fs interference. Now this is the sinnei^s 
" i^se. He has set his hoas't fully to do ev^l, and if the 
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prij-eia and tuain of fmnija, and of the cburcli of Go^— 
Ihe warning of raiaistera— liiB tebukaa of Providence 
—tilt commands, IJie esp«atnLiUnns, tlio t«are, and 
groMs, aud deith of God's dear S>n : if Ihe offer of 
lleaven, or the Ihreo.tening of hell, could overmnie Iiis 
obHtinate prcfereiioe of mn, the Spirit's agency would 
be ui.called for. But Iwcausc no human persoasioo, no 
motive that man or aiirjel can get hfimo upon hie inind, 
will cmse Iiiin to torn ; therefore tlie Spirit of God 
must in(eri>oso to shako liis pi^fia-ence, and turn hiui 
lack from holL Tlie degree of his depondcnoB upon 
llie Spint, is jiist the degree of his obslina^ ; wore he 
but alightly inclined to pnrfiue tlie road to death, ws>i 
could change him vvithont caning upoii God for help; but 
juat 111 pi-opoction lo tliB strength of Ms preference for 
siu, it IB necesearj that the Spirit should intaTJosc, or he 
IS lost, 'fhiis yon soe. the sinTiei's dependence upon 
the Spmt of God, instead of being liis eicuse, is that 
which eouatitutea hia guilt. 

4th. Again— IViim^^niiSw EjiJji'sd We MiTOIlBo/!/« 
Spirits agency. 

That he does not act by dired physical contmt upon 
the mmd, but tliat he usps the truth .is his sword ir, 
plei-ce the siunra-; m.d tliat the motives presented in 
the Gospel ars the inslramenta he uaes to chtingo tlie 
sinner's heart. Some liave doubted this, and supposed 
that it is equivalent to denying tlie Spiril^s agency 
altogether to maintain that he converts sinners by mo- 
tives. Others have denied tlie posihility of changing 
ihe heart by motives. But did not the serpent change 
Adam's heart by motives ; and eiinnot the Spirit of 
God witli infinilely iiighet motives exert as great power 
over mind as ho can ; Can tho old serpent change a 
heart from a perfectly holy to a perfectly sinful one by 
the pOYver of motives, and cannot the "infinitely wiss 
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God do as much as Satan did ? Verilv", to deny this, 
looks mueli like detraeting fi'om the wisdom and piivver 
of God. But thitt the Sciipture abnndiiiitly (leclares 
lliat the Spirit converis ainneta by the power of motive 
is most manifest — *'- Of his own will begat he us with 
the woni of truth," is one ont of the many express 
di'cliiratjona npoii thia subject. The philosophy of tliis 
Nuliject is settled by the Bible ; it is a subject upon 
ivhich wo nro not at liberty to speculate, and fifrm onr 
own philosopliical theories, and maintain that by direct 
Itliysical contact, irrespoetive of truth, God interposes 
and cliangog tlie sinnei^'s Iicart. When God says, " Of 
Ijia r)ivii will he baa beguttflu us with the word of 
triLJb," tliis stdtlcs iho ipieation ', and is equivalent to 
unying, tijat ho hsui not bo^otttii nsiniLny nllicrmanner. 
Tho vuiy Iciinn ni*od Ijy our Pavionr in fJie premise 
oi' lliu Hjiiril, l.o I'i'prLiv" Llio worhl of sin, of righteous- 
ohMh mid of ri, jitdjirneiit to oomo, eitrongly imply tlie 
■urn 111 of lirn it^joni'v. The lonii tendered Comfotieria 

' ii-jLiii^lMliori of the Bible, is Parakletos ; it is the 

piriiNi Lcim which, in one of the epistles of John, is rcn- 
diiniil Adj'^tfmte. Tlie term is there applied to Jcaus 
f Jlirist. It is tliere said, " If aiiy man sin, we have a 
I':tr'ikUUr6^ or an Advocate Willi the Father, even Jesus 
ilhrist the righteous." In thia passage Jesus Christ is 
s|)okeii of aa tlie Advocate of men with God. The 
I'arakletoa, or Comforter, promised by our Saviour, ia 
re|ii'oaiuitcd as God's Advocate, to plead ilia cause with 
men. 'I'lio term rendered iwpnrea or con^^t^s in our 
ti'jinslalion ia a law term, and signifies the snmming up 
of an argument, and establishing or demonstrating ^q 
sinner's guilt. Tims the sliivings of Tlie Bjiirit of God 
with men, is not a physical scuffling, but a debate; a 
strife not of body with body, but of mind with mind ; 
and that in the action and reaetion of vehement argu- 
d3 
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mentation. From ilitsc remarks, it ia caay io aiiswer 
the question soiUBtimes pnt bj inditiduaJs who sssm to 
be entirely in tbe dait upon tbia subject, whdtliei- in 
conTcrtiiig the soultlie Spirit aete directly on tlie mind, 
or OIL ifiH trntli, Tiiia ia tiiQ same nonsense ns if you 
sliouLd asli, wLetber an eartlily adTocatc wlio had gained 
Iiis oanae, did it by acting directJy and pl.yaioally on tbe 
jury, or on his argumcut. 

Sth. Again—/! k mi^eat Jnns this anlject thai Goti 
«eiier iloes, in cAimj/iiig tltetmno'i imri, tchat As requires 
the tinner to do- 
Some penmns, ae I lave already observed, scf m dis- 
posed to be passive, hi wait for sonio mystsiious influence, 
lilic an elsetrio elioclt, lo cLango tlieir liearts. But in 
tbia attitude, and witii llifac rinws, tbey may wait till 
tbe day of judgment, and God will never do their anty 
for them. The £ict is, sinnciB, tliat God requires you 
to turn, and what lio re^uirea of you, lie cannot do for 
yon. It must ixi yonc own vihbmtary act. It is not 
tiic ajipropiiate worlt of God to do what he requires of 
yoii. Ho not wait Ihon for him to do yonr duty, but 
do it iniinediaiely yonrsdr, on pain of eternal death. 

6th. Tiis !u!^sel ihmti aha, thai if tie ^mer ener Juis 
a MM! hrart, he iBus! I/bey tlie command of Ihs faaS, and 
iiitd:e it himsd/'. 

But tere some one may inferpoao nnd aay. Is not this 
taldng tlie work out of God'a hands, and robbing him of 
tbe glory! No. It is the only view of the subject that 
gives tbe glory to God. Some, in their zeal ta magnify 
tbe i^are of the Gospel, entirely overthrow it. They 
maintain tlie ainnei/t maiiiil^, and thereby do away iiis 
guilt. Instead of oiinsidering him a guilty, voluntary 
i-obel, and worthy «f elemaJ death, they malte bim a 
belpleag, unfortunate creature, unahle to do vibat God 
requires of hijn. Inatead ut inaldng his only difficulty 
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iu consist in flu uTMOiZ?t«^fflff, tlicj- insist Tipon Jiis in- 
iibifUy^B3i^ tlmsdestrchj Ilia guilt, oodof coiirso tlic grace 
ilisphycd in his aalTiitioii, For what grace can thcra 
IfC in helping annnfortiiTi^tR iiidividuEit? If sinneiB are 
unable to obey Cod, precisely in proportion to tliaic 
ii'dZiiji}/, nre they guiltl^s. But if they arc ^tuicUlm^y 
il' their c/mnoi ia a will noi, via liave alroady bgcii that 
thoir gnilt is in proportiim to tlie strength of tlieir 
iiiiwillingne&s, and grace in their RalvatJoii nuiat be 
iqiial to Ihoir guilL Nor docs it detriict frotn the glory 
ijf God that tlie aicl of turning ifl the sinncc's own act. 
■Hn> fad. is, lie never doe^, and never will turn, unless 
'1(hI induces bim to do it ; sn that aJtliongh the imt is 
Ihe hiimor'ft o'ivn, yeb the glory belong to God, inas- 
imidi LiH lie miiRL'd hlin In iLijt. IF n injLn had nindu up 
hJH iiiiml liii (.iif[<' liin [ivvii lift', amlyou flhould, by tnldng 
hliri nri*it[^'fli |i]iiii''i iiiii] 111 ^I'l'al I'sjH^iii^ pn^vail upou 
IiImi l.ii ilimlnl, woiilil yuL (li'iitrvu no ci'tdit ibr tbe 

Iriflnii - yrjn rxm'I.ril IntbecaSo? Thongli clianging 

lii-1 mi ml mil] nJiiiqiiiflliing his purpose oFEclf-di^Sti'imtion 
uiiK liiH ijwii act, JTiuBfnudi its yon were tljs Eola cande of 
IiIh tnniing, and aait was certain that bad yoa not intor- 
liTod lie would have doije the liocrid deed, are you net 
cntitlotl to juet aamueh ptaiae as if his O'wn agency had 
not been at all coiii;eriitd id -turning? Might It not in 
truth bo said that you liad turned him? 

7fch. But iLgain — The idea tfnii ikn Sphil conjjerls 
fmyfU'e hy the triah, h the onip m6\r> of ihs suiject that 
inytt'Mrp dtk&r the Spirit or the truth of God. 

"i'liu work of couvecsiori ia epoten of in the Bible as 
a work of cjicecding great powei'; and I ohm heard a 
clergynian* ejqjatiating upon tht? great powers of God 
in convorsion — altliough he appeared lo "view it as a 
phyeieal alteration of the constitution of man, as the 
■iniplantatiun oE a new principle, or taste— asaert that it 
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wns a greater cxerdon of power (lui lliit whicli limiE 
oiit tho heftvans. The rcsson whli^U ho assigned for its 
iieing eiioli a great CTerSion of power wns, tkat in tlii: 
crealiun of tho iDiteriil nnivcrgr, he had no opposition, 
but, ill tko ixinTerslon of a soul, lis Lad nil the powers «f 
hell -to oppose )i;ni. Now tliis is wblmsioal and ti^i- 
cnlona nnongli. As if tl.a opposition of hell conW opposs 
adjr obslido in {lie way of pkpical Omnipotence. Tlio 
power wlvieh God eierts in Uie oonyersion of a, aiul, ia 
' 'miral powcrj it h tbat tinil of poivor by whieli s 
Btiitesmaii aways the mind of a senals ; or by wliieli an 
advocdte mofes and bowetlio heart of a jury; bywliidi 
'■David bowed tlio lioart of all larael, as the heart of 
one man." Now when we gonsider tbo deep-rooted 
selfiiimoBs of the sinner : ha lung-che.ighed habits of 
am,- liismulijliirinusescusca and refuges of lies; it is a 
most aiiblime exhibition of wiadom md of moral power 
to pursue hiiii step bysiepwilb tiuth, ia Irant liim 
from his refugea of lies, to conalraiii bini by the foieo of 
argnaient alone, to yield Mp his eelliahmaa and dedicate 
himself to the service of God, Thia TeBeetE .t glory 
and a lustre over tho trutli of God wi tlie ^oncy of 
the Iloly Bpiril, that at once delights and amazes the 
beliolder. 

Gth, Bnt ogain— risi'tfei OaC the Spirit uses imtims 
tociaii.ge tlis hm-t, k llis (mi;/ niets ihat fwse cwshtaMy 
md meaning u, tkg qfmn-r^imied iti^ncHon, not to reiisl 
tie Holp efow— HOC to strips inith lag Mabr. 

Por if the Spirit operated upon the mind by direct 
physieal contact, t]ie idea of effectually resisting physical 
omnipotence is ridicnlons. The same diougbt applies 
to tboac passages that oantion us against grieiing and 
([ucncliiug the Spirit. 

iti- Again— Fo« sse from this suJt/ent lial a mimtr, 
mda- lie Injluease of !^b SpirU of Gad, injusl mfiw as 
s oftm sdvccoie. 
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Here also yon may see the impojtajice i>f I'ight views 
nil this point. Suppose a liwyei', in addressing a jnry» 
should not expect to change their minds by anyibing 
he could say, but should wait foe an TnTisible and 
pbysical agency, to he exerted by the Holy G host upon 
them. And suppose, on the othtr baud, that the jury 
thought that in malting np thdr verdict, they must he 
puaaive, and wait for a direct phyacal agency to be 
exerted upon thcjn- In vain migbt the lawyer plead, 
and in Tain might the jury bear, for until Jie pressed 
his arguments as if he was detormiued to bow their 
lioarte, and until tbey malte up their minda, and decide 
the qucntieu, and thus act like rational beings, both 
Via plmding and their hearing are in vaiu. So if a 
iiiinif^tcr ^^oi'S iiitii a ilesk to prcacli to sinners, belioTing 
that tlir^y havii Tin pownT tij ilicy tfio truth, and under 
thii liupliwHioii thiit II iliivct ])]iy^iciLl liiJlueiiec must he 
(iKui'liiil upon tlicni iH'forc! Ihcy -.viii believe, and if his 
iiMillfiiiMk lin iif ttui nairto o}iiiiifin, iu vain does he preacft, 
mid ill h'liin il" Ihi'y Ihtli", '^foi" they are yet in thoic 
hiiiN;" flicy .Hit nud q^uietiy wait for some invisible 
luLiid U* he stretched down from heaven^ and perform 
jHoiiic surgical operation, infuse some new principle, or 
implant some constatutienal taste; itfler which they 
suppose they shall ho aLk to obey God. Ministers 
fllumld labour with sinners, as a lawj-er does with a 
jury, andupoti. the same principles of mental philosophy ; 
and tho sinner should weigh his argnnienta, and make 
11]! his mind as upon oath and for his life, and give a 
verdict upon the spot, according to law and evidence. 
But hero perhaps some one will ask. It trutli, when 
seen in all it^ hearings and relations, is the instmment 
of converting the sinner, why vriU he not he converted 
in hell, where it is auppoaed that all the trntli will 
hurst upon his mind in all its burning reality? In 
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imswer to thi's I observe, tliat the motive tlut prevails 
M turn the convklcd rebel to Gwl, will, iii lid], lio 
■injjitiijg. When the Einncris crowded with conviotiou 
and ready to go to fltepair, and ready tu iiee aaid hide 
himaelf itom fhe pceseuee of hia Mater, lie is met by 
the oj^sr 0/ reamsSiation, which, together with the 
other motives that are weighing like a mountain upon 
his mind, sweetly oonttrain iiim tfl yiijd himaelf up tfl 
God. Bnt in hell the offer of roeoneilji^tion wili be 
wanting; the sinner will l>e in aespair; and while in 
dispajr it is a moral iniposibility to turn his heart to 
God. Let a man in this life so i;omjjletelj' rain his 
fortune ii6 to have no iiope of rctiieving it; in this state 
of absolute despair, no motive em reach him to mute 
him put forth an effort ; he has no soffieicnt motive lo 
attempt it; eo if his reputation is so eoniplelely gene 
that he has no liopo of rcfiieviiig it, m this stale of 
despair, there is no possibility of revlaimiun; him ; no 
inotivo can rcaohbim and call forth an^ effort to redeem 
hia eliar.ieter, beouia; he ie without hope. So in hell, 
Ihe poor dying Binner wiU be shut up In despair; his 
cliaiactor is gone ; his fortune for otemity is lost ; iliars 
ift no offer, no hope of reeontiliation ; and punishment 
will Irat driye him tiuther and fiiithec from Gnd ta- 
ever and evoi\ 

lOlb. Sul, says tho olijeetor, if rii/lit apprehsisioiu 
tif inith preimtid Ip the Spirit of fiod cm-cert a jinns', 
^.s ii noi fofh^o ihtA Mb ignorance *J tha a^uBs of Ms 

I ftilswiT, No. Had Adam kept what truth he Itnew 
stcajlily before liis mind, lin doubtless would have 
resisted the tomptation ; but suffering hie mind le be 
diverted &'om the reasons for ebedienee to the motives 
to disobedienes, he failed, of cmiiso. When he liad 
fallen, ond eeUiahneEsi had beeomc predominant, he was 
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averse tn knowing and weighing the reasons for turning 
again to God ; and. if evet lie was turned, the Spirit of 
CJod must have prsssed the suhjcet upon him. So with 
every sinner ; he at first eins against what knowledge 
he lias, by overlooking the motives to obedience, and 
yielding himself up to theniotiYee of disoheditmce ; and 
when once ho has adopted the selfish prineiplc, his 
igiioranoc bceoMes wilful and siufol, and imless tiie 
Spirit of God induce him, lie frill not soo. He 
linows the truth to a sufKcient estent to leave him 
without escusB, but he will not wmi^er it and let it 
have its cliect npon him. 

But the ohjeehir may sHlI ask, la it not true, iftec 
-ill, if a full and a suffieicntly impressive knowledge of 
truth is all tliat is necessary to euhdno the sinner, that 
lie only nniidHfo kuow the Iriio eharai'ti'r of fjodtolovo 
it, II Mil thai, lli« cimiity n(;ainHl <iod arlsi« out of his 
fiLliiii imllou" of lillM '< 1h it nut -.ifidsn luid not the tries 
ibiirii.iter of lloil that lie hateH? X answer. No. It 
i. llie tviMi i-JiiiiMtei- of God that he hatca. He hates 
(ioi! for wliiit ho t», aad not for whatlio is not. The 
niiniei''s ohar.iQter is sclfiahness ; Ood's-eharaeler is 
i>enevoleTico. These are eternal oppoeites. The sinner 
fiatesGodhecanselieisopposed tohissclfishneis. While 
the man remains selfish, it is absurd to say that he is 
reconciled to the true eharaeter of God, But is net hia 
ignorance the cause of hia sdjhknfss ? No : he knows 
bettci- thaji to be selfish. It ia tnio he does not^ nor 
will be, iinlcaa compcUod by the Holy Spirit, cmsickr 
the unreasonableness of aelfislmcES, The work of tlie 
Holy Spirit dees not conaiat merely in giving ineti-uetlofi, 
hub in impelling him to Doasiiter truths which he 
■ilieady knowa — lo Ihink npon hiswayaand tranto the 
TjOrd. He Tirgpfl upon ins aUeittvm and ct^rteid^/iihr^ 
those motives which he bates to consider iind feel (he 
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wc.gTit of. It w prolfflblp, i£ not certain, (hat had iJI 
the ru^tivea to ober]ience Leen broEiffly before tbe mkil 
cfAd^ni^cnoy othi^i- simier, and bar! the mind duly 
joEeidcred them ol i^. „■„„, be wodd not bave .fnned 
Jtim the iact .a, amnerB du not set ivLjI truth thcv know 
bi*reflionimd,bnt aivert tlm aticnli™ ™d rash on 

WiU my one still rqtl^ th^t jja.oug], it is true ll,;,* 

ati^troni^jE the oi»Iy f™z.aal^™ f„r tbo nec^sf ty of 
thQ Spmfs mflTietieea, jet. ia it not riie graat busing, 
to remove *Ji.g ^jT'^'^r'sT^c^ occns5on«d by ihc Hinni^'a 
-ft-, fid rPj«ct,™ of light ? TVfaat -iaE^ oonGidmti^n do 
I.T,t t^ bnng- t],o Bimior to a j^^tor knowkdg. of l.fm.eir 
of God, ^nd of hi. duly, and iXxu^ hy forc^ of truth 
<x.ostr^„ L,m to y,dd ? If by ig.,omnofl be i^.ant a 
■wQfn pm-o,^ r.jocti™ of light :>nd knowlcd^o, I si,r>- 
po^ tl..t It .. thi9 stute of mfnd -^Indi 5^ not merely 
ihe fausr of hie eiL, but j; ^'^ /,^*;„ its^i/^ 'i^^ Aiio^tle 
T,^.^ tho j.uhj«t ir this light : lo coating of ^nner. 

r "^^"^^ .'■'"'- *'"'" "'^'1^'s^^^'^'ag darkened, beinr: 
^h.n.tod from ho life of God ihro.gl. th. ^..JJ 
tliatigm tlieiD, betfaUBQ of tliolfindntsg of their he:ni " - 

Xt 19 :ndeedthBprc?sing of iriith „ponLln? Timor's oua- 
SidcrfttiQii ti,at mdiicfyB li3in to turn. But it is not ti'un 
thatheiBigDoraiitof tl™tr„th. befoi-. he tht-s con- 
Bidera them. He ino^-s he iviDat die— thrit he is ^ 
Eimiflr-lh^it God ie right and he h wrcm^-th^i tbe,^ 
15 a heaven ^d a heU^btit. as tJie prophet Jiays, ^* Tbev 
J^ll Dot .ee-^:.>idnga!n, -My people ..^flnot^^^." 
it la not mamly Ehen io ir^trii^!:. But i^, bad tJie EJimer 
to f^.?>^^ fy>o™ his ic<iyf, tliat die Spiiit cnjploys his 

I have al].^..dy diown why he ^ifl not lie conyertod 
when truth 13 forMc! upon him in holL 
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1 Hh^ Rnt hci'e some ono may eay, Ta Jiot tMseaeliibi- 
tiiot of the aiifijfxi inam^irit/ rrkfi tfiijt jays/ipiy of icAiah 
CAri^ spmkSy ictcj* lie sai/i, '^ 'The vnnd Mowel^ tofiere 
%i listeth, (Aott kearest t^ so'tnd ih^eof^ hut cimst not 
tsU n-hemre it '•.omeih ntf lohith^ it ffo^h j so is une/y 
tf J«i iial 11 l^rn. 0/ tks Sprif ? " 

Sa,y6 the objector, I hare been in the liiibft of cdh- 
EiOftnng the Bubjecti of a. new heart, as a V-Ty iiiyaterioiis 
"lie; but you nialie it yery pUio. Hoiv ia thia ^ Does 
not Christ, io the tciE I have quoted^ reptescnt it aa 
ni.yatcrioua f In ari^wei' to this I wotild ask, "Wherein 
iloeg Christ, in thjit text, ropreBent the mystery of tlie 
now bhilj jin conflistinp; ? JN'ob in the cffeets whieh the 
R|tiHt produces, for the ofiuuti arc loattera nf experienee 
FLlid ohi*i!rvJltkHl, Nfht ill t\\ii ill'itl'mi-icntality u^d, far 
LliJH Ih oJu^ii rm'L'jLlfid in Mm Uibli'. Itiil, tho myi^ttrj 
lJiiii hi tlin iiiiuiiinr of Mhi M|m'il,'ii [!mimiiLuii9i.t.iri^ ^ith 
Jiiiml. \\'*vf dWiinhnrliiid J^pirilm coimnunioati! -n'itli 
imrli ikUnirn wn luo imJiljfrl.o wiiy — or liow a dieembodf ed 
Hpirh. iTMt L'liiiiiiiiiiiludL^ with one thjit woeitb ^ body, wg 
jfo \\\il kiiNiv. ^Vi! know that wo eomTnunicatii ■with 
iiurh uthoi' jJitcjiigh the mediiim of our bodily senses. 
TIlu purirculur jJiiLuner in wiJeh the Bpirit of God 
cfuTiui on ]iifl dobates and etnTuigft with the mind, la 
ivhit, in thie life» we shall ptol>ab!y nevet know. Nor 
IK it importitnt that wt should, E-very Clmstiau knows 
thiLJ. in i5onio way Lhe trnth wm kept before hie infnd^ 
niti] iiumIl' i{> beiU-, n.nd i>ress npoii him, aud hedge him 
iu^ uiiLii he wna constrained to yield. Theso iLte niEittera 
of eipcrifnco ; bill in what particular mauuer the Holy 
iS|tiri( di<| tliis, ib just as myfttei'lDUB ft9 niiJliona of other 
facts, which we duily witutH^ but eannot espkb. 

19th, lint liLTe ]H;rh&p3 another objection may ariie 
— If tJ/e SiJiurr if alh io co^iveri Mmedf^ jeliy doea ha 
need the Spirit 0/ God ? 
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Suppose ^ man owad you one Imndred JoIIm's, wns 
abuudiuitlj- jaIjIc, but whrilly unfiling to pii^ yoii ; 
you olit^ii. a writ, and propEiri^, by instituting a suit 
igajual liini, [o ply liiiii -wiUi it motiTS liiai -vviR njii- 
alrain Jiini to lie lionost itnd pay Lis deijta. Nuw sup- 
pose tlmt lio alioiiU say, I tuii perftttlj j,bie to ps,y this 
liniidjvid dollars, of ivlint nee tlion is this writ, snd a 
ahqriftj Mill u ]aw-8uit ? Tho amwcc is, It in to maki; 
liini willijij — to bo auni, ho ia abto but he is un-willing. 
Just so wifli tlio sinner — ho is able to tlo bis iliity, but 
is unwilling, thercfoio tlio Spiiit of (iod plica him with 
motives to malEe libn willing. 

13tli. AgMC — You. sss that siimeiii ihoidd set aiiilenl 
tAsmsdves ii^iAj^a^iiiJbr a viem heart. 

It has teen conimon for tlinse who belieye tbnt ain- 
neis are laiMc fo change tbeic own heart, when sinners 
ha-ve inquired whit Ihoy should do to lie saied, to Buh- 
stitufe another rocjuicement for tbtit oHntnined in fhe 
taxt, andinstoad of commanding thflju to nuilEe to them 
ft new bciirt, have told tham to pray that God wiinld 
di.ingn their heart. They liavo used language like the 
following: "You niuat reiilcmbiir that yiiu arc de- 
pendent on God for a now liunrt. Do not nttoupt to 
do anything in your own stiungtli— nttond to your 
Bible, use the means of ^i-ace, CKill upon God to change 
your heart, and wait patiently for the answer." A iiiw 
years since, a lawyer, undia- liocp conviclaiin iif sin, 
eanie to iny I'oom to inc[nirc what lio should do to be 
aai-ed, lie informed me that wliou in eoUege, he, with 
two others, wore deeply aiiKJons For tiicir souk; thai 
they waited on tlie jircKideut, and inquired what they 
bIiouM do. I-ILs directions were, in eubatanoB, thai 
thoy sliouH read their Bibfca, keep oltar ofviiin com- 
pany, "use the means of grace, and pray tor a new 
hearty and that ere long Uiey would either bo converted, 
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cr would give up reading tlicir Bihleg and u^ng means 
For tiieu' salvation. On being qiiestjoned how the 
matter temmated, lie replied, iliat it tiirjicd out as tlie 
praadent told tlieni it would ; tJvey soon gave up rcEiding 
tlicir Bibles, and using means. He said that the di- 
rections of the president relieved his mind, and the,t 
the more he prayed and used the means, the leas distress 
he felt. That as he thought he was now doing his duty, 
and ill a hopeful way, tho more he read his Bible and 
]jrayed, the mote acceptable he thought himself to God, 
and the more likely to he eonvprlcd. The more diligent 
lie was in using jneans, the more self-complacent and 
contented he beoMue— and thus prayed md waited for 
God to c^Mige his heart till his convlctiona bad entirely 
worn away, and with a hurst of grief he adilcd, thus it 
turned ont with ns nil. T'hc otlier two are eonfinned 
dninkanls, iiud I have well njgb ruined myailt by donlt. 
Now if Iheie is aiiv hope in my case, toll me what I 
bIihU do tJi bo Hived. On being tiild to repent, and 
presw'd to the imioediate performance of the duty, he, to 
all appoai-aiice, yielded up himself to God upon the spot. 
Now tho result of tlie dhections given by the president, 
was Etrictly phdtaophioaL The adviee was just eneh as 
would please the devil. It would answer his purpose 
infinitely botftt than to liave told them to abandon ail 
thoughts of religion at once, for this would have shooked 
and fViglitcned them, and, ansious ns tliey were, they 
would have turned with abhorteneo from such advice ; 
but setting them upon this sanetini onions metliod of 
praying and waiting for God to do what he required of 
them, was soothing to tliar conaeiences ; suljstiluting 
another lequirement in the place of the tomijiand of 
God, fostering their spirit of delay, eonfirming them in 
self-righteousn<*s, and one of two i-esults must have 
been espccted— cither thai they would anbrsce a fdse 
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liopi!, or nu liopo at all. 'For it was perfccily natural 
aud reasunablo if Ilia was their rfiiijj to pmj-, and uac 
the means, and irait for Guil, for tbem to suppose that, 
as thcj- were doing wlmt God reqiiited of tliem, they 
were growing blotter. Tlial tlio mom dilfgent they were 
in tlieir iinpuni'tunt ondeaTuurg, tlie more aafelj' might 
tlipy rely iipoii Ged'g convtrting tjiein- Therefbre of 
toni'ae tliefurtliof tjiey prOE^eded in Eliis wav, tiie Jes 
knowledge wonid they have of tlioiTBelves, tJieirilangei', 
and tlioir doEottg ; and the more eertaialy wonld they 
gritvft ,T,w]iy tlio f^pil'it of God. 

Sinner ! jnsl«ad of wailing and paying for God to 
einingo yenr heart, ygn ahonldat onia; hninrnoniipyonr 
powers, put furtii tJie effort, ajid cliitngo the governing 
prefci'cnce of yonr mind. But here some one may ask, 
Onn Giie carnal mind, wbidi ia enmity against God, 
eliEmge itself! I ha,ve already said tliit this ttist intlje 
original i¥aJs» "The minding of the fesli is emniCy 
against God." This minding of ilio flesli, tlien, is a 
ulioiUE) or preference to gratify the flesli. Now it la 
indeed ahanrd to say, that a clioice can i^ange il^if ; 
bnt it is not aijsiird to say, tliat Iho agent who cKepiiaes 
thifl choice, eaii djuiigc it. Tiie siimor tliat minds the 
tiesb, ean. cbojige ]iis mind, and mind God. 

lilh. Front this nuijecl it h wata^l lial i/ie sinna's 
obligation to maJcs tv himsdfa tmw hsart^ is mjimte. 

Sinner ! your obligation to love God is equal to the 
escellenee of biaoh[tract*r, and yonr guilt in not obeying 
him \a i>f course equal to yonr obligntion. You cannot, 
tUercfuro, for an hour or a moment, defer ebedicnte to tha 
coram Euidinont In the test, witbont deaeryiug eternal 
damnation. 

]5tb. Ytiti sseii i3 mfrst reasfnmhk Ja expjxt tintterr^ 
■/■ (% a™ tow/i^led af ail, to is rovsterled iraab- Mb 
(Wise «/ (/« toiiij preeiii^, or mlale Ihn truth ■> /itld up 
in idl its blam iffliMB jJa rnm/i. 
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An i3ea lias prevailed in tlio ehuroli, (bat sinners 
must have a season of ijrotractod oonvietion, and llmt 
iliose conversions that were snddon. were If a suspicions 
character. But certiunly " tbia persuasion oometh not 
from God." We nowliere in the Biblo read of cases of 
lengthened conviction. Teter was not afraid on tlie 
day of Pciilecoat that Ha hearers had not conviction 
enongh. He did not leli tbem to piay and lalwur for a 
more imptessive sonae of their guilt, and wait for tko 
Spirit of God to change their hearte, but ui^ged home 
tlieic immediate duty upon them. If lie had suffered 
(hem to escape, lo go ftora under bis voice while yet in 
tlieir sins, it ia probable that huiidi'eds, if not tbousaads 
of them, had not ban converted at all. It is as reason- 
alilo and pliiloaopbical to eypect the sinner to turn, if 
Ijb dora it nt nil, while lisltning to the arginnouls of 
the living innjiicher, an it ia to cspcct a jnrer tii be eon- 
vinced.aiiii nnikii n]> bis mind, under the argunienta of 
thoiUvonito. Tbi'iidvoeatceipettsiffliByaie convinced 
at all, liii.t tliuy will lie so w}iik he is additsing tJiem. 
1 1 does net act upon the absnid and prepustoroua suppo- 
sition, tbat it ia more likely they will he eenvinced and 
make up their verdict in Iiis fovour when they diall bava 
retired, and cidmly eonadered the su))ject. His object 
is sn thoroughly i'j convincej so completely in imbue their 
inindB with the subject, as *o get tlicii- intsllect, and 
conscience, andhcart to emhrace Ilia views of the aubjeet. 
TliiaiswiSfj and verily, in thiBreBpeot,"tbe ohildron of 
iiiia worlS, are in their generation wiser than the children 
ofliglit." And now, sinner, if yon go away without 
making up your mind, and changing yonr heart, it is most 
probabhi that your raind will be divfited— you wiR fiirgct 
raajiytldngs that you have heard— many otthemolivta 
and eonsidcrutionB that now press upon yon may be ab- 
striu;ted from your mind— yon will l(sc the clear' view 
jl2 
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of tUe subject 1;ha,E ywi now hi-ve— -mjiy gricvp 'tLe 
Spirit, delbf tepentiincc, &iid push youv nnbtokeQ foob^ 
steps to the gitee of hell. 

I6lh. FoM sm iis siKjwj'ftmea ofpreseiithiff thms imiis, 
and in ladi conmidans and r^akms, aa am adcidnted In 
mduce ihti emjtef to fiW^ Me IiAort. 

Fqw mors mischievoua sontimsnte Ifave CTer Ijeen 
broaclied, tjiiii tlijit tJicre ib no pbiloBjphical connesion 
between means and ciiil in the fionvcr^ou of ainnera; 
tiiat there in an niitni'al arinpljdnoaa in the niotiToa of 
the Oospol lo minihjliite the annci''e BolfiBhiifss, nad 
lead hiin ttj BLibniit ta Ginl. TLie idea, ia a, pnrt of the 
ajlieme of phyaieal depravity. It con^dcrsregencriljon 
as a diangq JQ the sulffltmee of the mind; as efiecfedbj- 
iho direct pliysirai agency of -Uie Spirit of God, irre. 
spectiTe of truth. If thig weie a correct view of re?e- 
nontinn, it wmiH be manifeat that there could be no 
connexion between the means and the end. For if the 
work he a physieal creation, perfolmed by the direct 
and phyaml poism of the Holy Gtoat, then ccrtainlj' 
it is offotted hy ™ mcaiii whatever. But so fiir ia tJlis 
from truth, that uo sinnor ever wa« or ever will be eon- 
i-erted, but hy means wisely anj pliiloaophically adapted 
to tliis end. 

The Spirit selects SMch mnsidoi-atliiiia, at meh timon 
and undpr such clrcumataneQB, aaari? naturally calculated 
to disarm and qonfound tlie sinner ; tfl atrip him of his 
escuses, answer liis cavils, Lujnblo bis pride, and break 
hia heart. Tlie preacher Blioidd tlierofote acquaint him- 
self with his refuges iif lioa. and aa fiu- as piBaihle take 
into consideration liia wlxole liiatiiry, hieluding hia 
present views and state of mind ; shuuld wiBely select 
a subject ; so skilfully arrange, so aimply and yet so 
powerfully pi-osent it, as to engage the einuer's whole 
attention, and Chen Iny himself out to the utmost to 
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br'ing hiiQ Ifl yield upon the spot. He who deals with 
Koubahonld study well the laws ef mind, and caicfuily 
and proycrfuLy adapt his niiiter and his manner to the 
state and circumsljinecs, liewa and feelings, in which 
he may find the sinner at the time. He alionld present 
that particular aubjpct, in that eunnesion and in that 
manner, tint shall have the grcateatnu(u™2iffli*ncy to 
subdue the rebel ^t once. If men would act as wisely 
and as phUosopbieally in attempting lo make mcii 
CIniatiana, as they do in ittemptiiig to sway mind upon 
other aubjeetB ; if they would suit their subject to the 
state of min^, conform " the action to the word and the 
wotd t^ the aiitinn," and press theii' subject with aa 
mucli addreaa, and warmth, and perse va?ance, aa law- 
yers and statesmen do their addresses ; the result would 
be the eonveraion of hundreds of thousands, and converts 
Tvonld be wldod lo tliu Lord " liltedrops of Wieniorning 
dew." Wcvc the whole olimcb and the whole ministry 
right upon tlii» subjeet; liad they tight views, wore 
tlicy imbued with a right spirit^ and wonld they " go 
forth with tears, bearing prcdous seed, they wouldsoon 
reap the harvest of the whole earth, and return bearing 
tlirar aheavee with them." 

The importance of rightly understanding that (rod 
convf rla souls by motives, ia inconcravably great. Tlioae 
vriio do not recDguiae this tnitb intholrprocliiM at least, 
are more likely te hinder tluu to aid the Spirit iit his 
work. Some have denied this truth in theory, but have 
happily admitted it in practice. Tliey have prayed. 
and preaclied, and talked, as if they espeeted the Holy 
Spirit to eunvert sinners by the truth. In auch cases, 
notwithatnndiug theh: theory, tlieir practice was owned 
and blessed of God. Bnt a. want of attention to this 
truth in praetice has been the source of much and ruin- 
ous error in the management of revivaJa, and in. dealing 
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ivrtl. ™i,ous soul,. Mu=], of tJie preMhmir, eMTe™ 

UM (OdstitHlional dejiravjly. until tl,s aeodwd ,ni„<l 
™d afe„rd,ty in conv^.^tion, dl™,i^«l ih" E "^^ 

tomMnsofdutynamposible. " "» F'- 

2r'ir4T"'^"' "'"^ "-^ -^^""^ 

-And, now, sinner, -^MIo the mined is beftro v,m 
moti^of tl,oGospol, hynegbcting L,^^ Z „ I 

givo «p ),(,„ rsfug™ of Ji^s^-^:, vour mind afciX ' 
"p™ tl>. «orJd cf oonBid.r.tio«, -lluf sl,o"ld iSv 

God ,..j. d=p^. fr»mjon_fc oiferrf ib CySf 
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innde no more, and ttiis uuf more alighted oiTer of 
iiiurcy itiiiy doso up yniir accouiitj and seaf yon over 
tu aU tlie hovn>rft of internal deutlir Heflr, th^n, O 
sinner, I besescli you, itnd ohcy the p^ord cif the lyOcd 
. — " Make you a new heaxi and a new spirit, for why 
will ye dic'^f" 
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HOW TO CBiNUE yoUtt HEAKT. 
"VJ^I je dnjp 

th^: £cx ''^^ ■""" """ '^^ ^ *--^ 

L 21,0 ffifianiug „f (he commMd ii, tlie lest ' 
s. -its.reaaonjililencflg, 

3. Ila confiistenvy niU, those psss^as wbich dedare 
» new heiirt to b« the gift ^,.i ^^^f «, j """'"' 

under«™d bj, uio requirfji^t to i.4ke a nTv ,™.t 

™ . new Bpiri. r I ™d..™„.a to d.ow „:; K ^; 

1 t. ^h.t «„ot th. „e™i„B .f the .oqHire^e. . 

ur^ ivluth IS tbe seat olT animal life. ■' 

edij-. That it dors not menu e. ■,(.■«. *o«l. Nor, 

ddlj. Are we required to .toalo ai.y new frrailtiee 

of body or m,nd; nor i„ .U^ the oonswitio.id no*™ 

propensatiss, or snMeplibiJities of onr n»t..e. ^N*T^ 

e;:£Sortodr ''''^ " '"''' '•" ''' ""''-- ^ 

I ..doavoured to show tliM .i ob.nge „f hoart is not 

i^tzr t '\:r', " "^^"^ '"■''^^^ - ^i'-f i- 

Th^t .t IB tlio .nmor-a own aot. Th^t ii oonmata in 
«l>™gmg L,, n,i„d, „,. dispositioi,, in r^^ tot^ 
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&[jnreiae obieL't of pursuit, A diange in the end Jit 
■which he aiiti*, anil not mei-ely in Clic means of "btriin- 
ing hi^ eniir A filijiiig^ in thii gOYeming dnJicfl or 
pieforcnce of the mtnd. That it consists m pTuferring 
the gloiy of Oud, and the intereftts of his kiiigdora, to 
one's own bappiiicFs, and to evtrytliing else. That ii 
is a cliauge from il atatc of 3ii!£shno&^ in whieli a porsciii 
prefi^rs his own interest above everjihrag elsu, to that 
diwiita^Bted benovi^kBue thnt jirefeLa God's LappintiSB 
and clory, and the interesta of hia tingdom, to his own 
priya.te h^^jpineB. 

Under the aecond head^ I endeavunrfid to ftstabliah 
the rcsaynableneaa of this duty, by showing the sinner's 
abiUiy, md the rea^ns fov its perforniBnce. 

And under the tliird head^ that tliero waa no incon^ 
sisteiicy beti^-een this and thnsi^ prianii^fii which declared 
a Tiow Uiiai't tr) he tlit ^^ifft and WOTk of G fid. 

,r collie nnw to a fourth inc;[uiTy, to wTiich the dis- 
ciia^inri i>f the .above-named topiea naturally le[i.ds» Tiz, 
How dbitll I preform this duty, and change iny own 
heart 1 This is an inquiry often ma,de by imsbus sin- 
ners, when they are oommEuided to "hange tbair lieirtg, 
and ooni'inced that it is their dnty to do flo, and of Ihe 
dreadful conseq^ui^ncea of neglecting to ohey. They 
nniiouslyinqnire,IIi>weilAr,LiDO rr? By what procese 
of thought or feeling is this great change to be wrought 
in my mind? The design of this dlscnuree is to help 
you out of this dilemina i to remove, jf possible, the 
darkness Irom your minds; to clear up what senana to 
you to be ao mygteriouH ; to hold the lamp of tmth 
directly bufoce yon; to ponr its blazs fall upon your 
patli, ai that if you atumble Jind fiill^ your blood shall 
bo upon ymir own head. And, 

]st- T observe, negatively, that yon cannot change 
your heart by woflujig ycqir inu-igbatioo and feelingia 
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hit IT ^^'^f'"^"'- 3i"'i»'« nr. .|,t to suppo.0 

ortLe foct^ that such feellnga flo often procede tt^ 
.«d horror., .re but tto ro..,lt .f igmtranne/.r ott n ™' 

of G^^h^ ^ ^ '^""^^ "'"'' ''«^'«. ""til tl.e Spirit 
decs uf S.1,1, iuve IwB, rolled ia fi.eh. p™ „„j 4,,„ 
W,d fire of h.ll ,,„o bee. „ad. to flZ io7he"L . 

ba ,. tho r^„l ,f ,^,^„,, j„ ,^^ ]«rfU«„o omk 
^(y, llip^o teiTo,^ a,„d „i^„ ^^ ^ 

^m™ ^t ri"™'»™. tat - -tho^ z zz: 

II. somo ™stence=, >,mn^^ have fJ,ose hotrois rf ™ 
-no,.oe, Md fe».. ef hell bd'or. thoy wo«ld^°U 2t 

ejpraonce them beioro Ihcy «m d.ana, fj^ir hearts, ia 

thns bo throwu mto gr.nt eonsf^rLation, bef»™ 0,^; „«, 

estoemite. If j-oii ute -^lli„g to do your duty when 
^it^m™t of mmd, are whdiy un:,ac.s,aT^ Go/T 

ob^m^. And »h™ dioy are obUfoate, Gort ott„„ 
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"i?<'K it imVh-Lsti to produce these geeat terrors, ajid wi][ 
mnjiiia- let the sinner go to hdl without them. 

2nd. You cMiiiot chaoge yovi heart by an attempt 
If forgo yoHrs*lf into a certain stulc of feeling, 'Wlien 
binners are called opoD to repent, and give their hearts 
to God, it is common for them, if th«y nndurtnte to 
lioi'ibriii this duty, [o mate an effort to fed emoliam of 
love, repentmee, sod faJth. They seem to tliink that 
all religion consists in highly e.'tcitcd emotions or feelings, 
and tliat these feelings can ho bidden into exi^tenci! by 
a dirott effort of Ihc will. They spend mnth time in 
prayer for certain feelings, and make many agonising 
oll'oi'ta to raE into existence those highly wrought omo- 
tidiia and foehnga of lore to God of which they hear 
CJlirirttians njirjCLk, But these omotiona can noTcr be 
hronglit intn exialcnee by ei dimet efort to fi)cl. They 
oiLii jiLsvf^r lir eiuiHxiil til fitRii ifitij cjcist^uee^ and glow 

anrl liNi'ii ill 1.1 iiiil, at Uic dirfit bidding of the will. 

'I'liii wilf linK lie 'iiiwt inllneii CO oyer them, and can only 
briii^ tlicii] into exietenoe through llie meditim of ths 
f/thiiittrti. Feelings, or cmotjonSj ate dependent upon 
t/ffynfffi^t, and arise Bpentanooiiely in the mind when the 
thoughts are Intenacly occupied with their corresponding 
objects, 'i'hought ia undei' the direct control of the will. 
Wo can direct our aUaitiMi and meditations to any 
Biibject, and the eorrtsponding emotiona will spontajie. 
oiialy arise in the mind. If a hated subjeet is nndei 
consideralion, emotions of hatred are felt to arise. If 
n^n object of terror, iif grief, or of joy, oKupies the 
thoughts, their coiiesponding emoticns will of course 
arise in lEie mind, Md with a stiBugUi eonesponding io 
the cuncciitratioit and intensity ef onr thoughts upon 
that snbioot. Thus our feelings arc only iwiireetly 
under the con-tml of the will. They are sinful or holy 
.only as they arc thus indii-ectly bidden into eiistencc 
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omtoltherMmg.; thoj-f„f,„ oTc^whslming attach- 
mo-la, which t),sj' say tliey cam.c* contooJ. Thoy receive 
mj™sa--tk.,r a.g«r a^.^they profeB, /at Zy 

mtt dwll,„s up™ th. bslov^ ol,je.t i„ tlw 0,. 1, 
tbe BmoCion, of wl>,di th»y a,n,pbL„, «ill „^st of 
™ur«.; and ,f the e^tion bo di^pp^ved of ty (he 

fm,„ llie tLougkte, and (ho attentj<i„ directed to ,o,„» 
.t .or ...bject, a, the only possible w.y of ridding thom- 
* Iv^s „f iho mot»n- S. in Ihe other .^o, lh/a„Weot 

o™ap,od w,th .ti,™ eonrfdoration., or emotions of E^d 
mU continue lo festsi^ and M,ii]rk iu Ihoir minds- " If 
a nian look on a woman, lo l„5t after h.r, ho Iieis eom- 
mitted ^Mtoy,vilhh.r :aroadyi„ his hoiirt;" ho is 
re^onaiblo for the feelings oonso^iient upon U.XZ 
sneh a Bubjeot to oainpy his thonSia. ^ 

_ f-^"«^..W,i.indi^ensabl4 to moral .haraot^- it 
.3 tho umwrs^ .™d iiTosi^fibk ooBTioli™ of B,o„, that 
aa ^iion, to lio praiso or bUmo-wotthy, must bo free 

M from a bmldmg ,ip„„ «h;d, „„ „„^ ^^ „^| ^^^^ 
tiU a man, and iipoa i«q;„iry jou found it tc bo tho 
rsnlt of aoffldont, you eonld not feel tln^t the™ w.a ^y 

hat he 1:10^3 mdioiously thro™ npon tho (,e»d of 
th« d^sod V one of the workmen, you „o„ld „"* 
rosst ho oonvwtion th^t it was lourfer. So, if &,a op 
^J otlier bomg, ^onM for» a dagger into yonr hand 
and force yon against your will to 4t, your noighbonr 
the nmyerail eonsoience would condemn, not yon but 
W wh, foiled yon to thi. deed, Ko. '^y Jtion, or 
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diri^itly or indirectly iindet (lie control of tlie will. If 
*L iliau voluntarily pla^o llim?flf under guch drenm- 
htiLtucs aa to will wicked emotions inte eaerdse, he is 
I'lLlirolynisiionBible for them. If hoplacoliimKclfnndor 
rin!Hin«tanccs where -virtuoiiB emotions aie called forth, 
III' i^ pvaieoworthy in the exercise of ihem, pred£*ly in 
liriiportion to hia volnnt^jinesa in bringing liis mind into 
tiroumatanoea to causo thdr existence. 

Love, repcntiuico, aod faith, may e.tist in tho mind, 
oithoT in the form of v^litiau or emi^iion. Love, when 
cSLiiting in the form of valilw/i, is a simple preference of 
Uio 7uind for God Sind Ihs- tilings of religion to every 
tbiiij^ d&o. Thifl preference may, and often dueS; esist 
III the iiJind, 50 entirely aeparate from what is teinied 
emotion, ur feeling, that ive may bo entirely inpHisible 
to Itx laiHtuiite. Ilut iiUliouj^h its esistonoo may not be 
n iniiHiT ol' riiiimMmiL'mi, liy being felt, yet its mjivence 
DViir oil]' ffiiiiiliu-l, will \m Hiicli as that tlic fnet oF its 
oiilmiiiii will in tliin way be iriunifest. The lure of 
fainily and fiiiindn nmy, in like manner, exist in tlio 
niijiil in both tlieao foiina, "When a man is engaged in 
bnsiiieaa, w journeying from home, and hia attention 
tlllicn up wiHi other subjects, he CKcreieesoo sensible or 
lelt levo for his family; but still bis fM/ei-iniu remains, 
juiil is the mainspiiug that directs hia movements in the 
biuiinoBS about whiell he ia engaged, in order to make 
praviaion for ihem. He does not forget liia wvife or 
Jhniily, nor act as if he had none; bnt, on the mntrary, 
Ilia conduel. is modified and governed by this abiding, 
Ihonjjii inacnsible, profetenco for thein; while at tiie 
aaniij time bis thoughts are ao entirely occupied with 
other things, ihat no ^pwlwn crfeeliTig of aflection exists 
in bis mind. 

But when the husiueaa of the day is past, and other 
ohjecla ceaso to crowd upon bis attention, tliis ptctor- 
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enee of home, of wife and faniHy, comes forth md 
directs Ihe liioughle to ihosc beloved objects. No sootier 
ate &ey tbiis biddeo before Ihe inind, than f]ie coires- 
ponding eniotiona arise, ajid aJI tbe fWhcr iind tbe 1ms- 
iiand ai-e jnrake aud folt to enkindle in lils lieart. So 
tha Obristimi, when dig tboaghte aia intensely occupit^l 
with bublncas oi' stndy, may hare ao flonsitk aMliam of 
love lo God exiatliig in Iiis mind. Still, If a CA-^lim, 
luB preference for God will have ita influenee over all his 
conduct, he will neilhor stt nor feel like an ungodly 
mail nndec similar cirenmstanceB ; he will not cnrso 
nor ewenr, nor get drcink ; he will not cheat, nor lie^ 
nor Lict oa if under ihe dominioQ of mimingled selC^h- 
ues; birf his preference foe God will so modify md 
govern his deportment, that while lie bas no sensible or 
i'olt enjoyment of the pregonee of God, he is indii-fctly 
iniinencod in all his ways hy a regard to Ida ^leiy. 
Ami when the bustle of bnsinGSS is past, hie .ibidiiig 
pceftronce for God niturally direofa bis tlioiigliis io 
hiin, and to the tilings of his liingdoni ; when, of eoni-sj, 
cerreapon ding feelings or eraotioiis sjise in his mind, and 
warm cmoliona of love enkindle, and glow, and happify 
the sold. He iinderstiLiidB the declaration of the 
'Fsnlmist, when he K.ys, " While I nniaod Ihe &e 
burned." 

I said also thp.t r^penlaria may esis! in tho mind, 
either in the form of an enmliou or a volition. Eepenl- 
■auee properiy aisniiies a, obango of mind in rogard to 
■tlie natnre of sin, ajid does not m its prlinajy significa- 
tion neceaaarily include Uie idea of Eortow, It is simply 
an aet of will, rejecting sin, and ehoosing or preferring 
■holiness. This ia its form when oiisting as a aolitian^ 
When e.'iiGting aa an gmotim, it sometimes rises into a 
strong abhorrenoe of sin and love of holiness. It often 
"melts away into ingennous lolenfirgs of heart; in gush- 
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Inks of BoiTow, ajiil iho strongest feelings of diaaiiproh.i- 
tioii and peh-abhorreuee in view of ouv own sins. 

«ii fmll, 7nay ciiat, simply as a setiled conviotion or 
liei'.iiuiaionofinlnd, of Ibetrafha of revoktbn, and will 
have groalei- or lea* influence according lo the sli'englh 
mid pei'manency of this persiiaaon. 1( is not evange- 
lical fsiUi, however, unless this poranasion be atconipa- 
nicd witli the consent of the v,ill to the tniUi believed. 
Wi! often behove things to exist, the veiy e.iiatciico of 
wliicli is liatefnl to us, Devlla and wioked men may 
ham a sttting eonvlotion of the truth upon their minds, 
n» we know they often do ; aud so atrong is their per- 
Hiinainn of the truth, that they tremhle; hnt still they 
liatii the tnitJi. But when the conviction of Oospel 
ti'iith is aoc(>in[iiinicd vritli tho coneent of the will, or 
llio miucrn prafereiluQ ef it, it is oVLiiigclieal tdlh, and in 
juiiprirtioii lo im »ti.iiijrth will niiifonnly inHucnce the 
eniidlliit. lint thin is railh ciiuliiig as asoZWoK. When 
f.lni iihjnil. of lldth, rovoiiiiid in tic Gospel, ate the sub- 
ji'eh of intense thiinghl, faitli rises into etmliim: if ia 
lljcii a felt onnfidenee and trust, so aensiblc as to calm 
all tho anslotiea, and fears, and perturhalJons of the 

bOlll. 

Kmotions of love or Iiatred to God, that are not di- 
I'octly or indirfotly produced by tho will, have no moral 
ohai'aclcr. A real Christian, under eircumslinces uf 
stniiig limptatlon, may feel emotions of opposition to 
• joil iniifcling in his mind. If he has voluntarily placed 
liliuneir under the^e cireomstancca of temptation, ho is 
nr.Hiioii.iblc for these emotions. If Ihc snhject (hit 
aiialuB these emotions ia forced upon him by Satjin, or 
ill any way against Jiis will, he is not responsible for 
thcra. If lie divert his attention, if he flee from the 
Kono of tnniitntion, if he does wliat belongs to liirn to 
i-csist Euid repress these emotions, he has not anncd. 
p3 
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Such emotions are usually brought to exist in the mind 
of a Cbi'fatiflji by somo Mee view of the ohsinAitiyf or 
goveriiiiHinl; af Ood. So emoticms nf Iovg to God may 
Ci^ist ill tJie mind that are pnrtsly ycl&ah, tljpy may arise 
out of a persuasion tliat Q*i baH a parUculac regard for 
iin, or some vain iirtSur]ini;e ni our good eGiato and tbij 
certainty of our aalvjition. Kow, if this lovo Ix? not 
founded upou a prefercncfl for God for what ho really 
is, it is not virtunuB Jove. In this caeo^ ^tliougli the 
will niihy ha-ve indiroclly pi'odiicod th«s« emotbua, vot 
jLft the will prelera God, not FurwlnLthe ie^but for selfish 
rcosoDs, tlie consBCjiieut tniuLimis are setAi^h. 

To change your heart, as I have sliown in tho formot 
liiscnuTsc, and repeated in tliia, 3s to change the govtrn- 
ing piefcitiiiie of your mmd. What ie noeded, is, that 
youi itji?( should be rightly influenced, ihat yon should 
reject aiuj ajid prefei' God and obedience to everything 
rfse. Tlie question le, theit, how ia your will to be thus 
influenced ? By wltat proixsH is it reasonable to espect 
lliuB to influence your mind? L'atil your will Js ciglit, 
it is vain to expect t^lt fmotions of true love to God, 
nf repentance and fnith, TIipsr feelings, after which 
perhaps you are seel<ing^ and into whfcli you are trying 
to force yoursdf, need not be expeoted. until the will is 
bo;ved, until tlie ruling prefci-enct of the mind ia 
ehimged. 

And here yon ought to understaad that there are 
threi! tkssos of motives that decide the wiTl ; _^tfi, tliosg 
that arc purely selfish. Selfishness is the preference ol 
One's own inCere^ and happiness to God a.nd his gloiy- 
Whonover the will chooses, direutly or indirectly, under 
the influence ftf sclfislinesa, the thoice is sinful, for SJI 
sclfighnera is sin. 

A seofnd class of motives that influence the wilT, are 
those that arise from self-love. Solf-lovs is a constitii- 
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tional dread of misery and love of happine^fl, and when- 
ever the wiir ig inflitcnced purely by conafderalJons of 
this kind, its decisions eitlier have no moi'al character at 
all, or they arc sinful. The conBtitntioTUil doeire of 
happiness and dread of mii^eryiB not in itself ftinful, and 
the consent of Cht will to lawfully gratify thb aouatitu- 
tiEjnal loTCofliappineaaanddrcadof misery is not sinful. 
Hut when the will consents, as in the oiise of Adam 
and Fj'i-e, to a pixjlubited indulgence, it then liMonjes 
sinful 

A ikii-d ulaas of mutivea that influence the will, ars 
connected, with conscience. Conscience is the jndgment 
which the mind forms of the morbt qualities of actions. 
When the will is i^ecided by the voice of conscience, or 
a regard to right, its dpcJHJous are 'viftiiens- When the 
iTiiiid (iliooBDs rtt the bijidiug nf principle, then, and 
only tlien» riro \i*i duuifwons according to the law of 
(Iml, 

'Vhc iLlblc novE^r ap]>eitla to wJlislineBB, It often ad- 
dnuift'n nd/-ivf^fl, or the hopes and feiira of men -, because 
Holf-JovL', or \\ constitutional love of happine^ or dread 
of niiHOiy, in not in itself sinful. By thus appealing to 
tlm liopL'H, fintrH, und conscience, the mind, even of selfish 
boin^is, ifl |<id Xm such an inve^tigatton as to prepare the 
■wjiy fur the enlightened and powerful remonstrances of 
Qinmiioncc. 'Hms the invcatigaiion is carried on nndet 
the iiLflLii-niiE^ of these primiplea; but it is not the consti- 
tutiEmal liiinciple of self-love that iinally determinea the 
laind in its nltimate choice of obedience to Gud, When, 
inidcr tliQ cenibined inflnenco of ]iope, fear, and eon- 
Bcioiice, tlin mind ha? been led to the full investigation 
and consideration of the claims of God, — ■when these 
principles have influenced Uie mind so far aa to admit 
and cherish tho influences of the Holy Spirit, &e that it 
becomes enliglitened, and is led to see what dw^ is, the 
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mW is then ripe f™ „ decision; oinBcionoe ftm taa 
fi™. footmg ; ,t [1,™ 1,^3 tJie opportuiity of e^rtiw ii, 
S^ate^t po«-er »pon tl>e ^^■]]]. And if t!,c will ^ide 
■virlmualj, the «i*™(i™ is no, at the i.istot o.™pica 
«tl,or witli hopes Of fears, or with those wnaideration, 
that ojHto then,. B„l at the moment wl,™ ll,e division 
IE uiuiie the altenlLon must bo ocDupied eittier with the 
rea^mibloiieBS, fil„,„ and prapriot? of it. Maior-s 
cl^mi^ or --v^h ,h. hfflefnkt^ „f ^„, ,^ jj,^ ^^^jn^ „f 
1.1S truth. The cleciaon of the irill, oc (],e chango of 
proforunce is niad^, not miinly |Wa,,ac, ^t the iiistint 
you l,epo ifl ho awed or fe^ to h^ damned, but bociinso 
to »ft tiius IS ngbt; to obey God, t« scve him, to 
honour hini, and promote bis glory, k reaaonatle, and 
right, and just. This is a vlrtaons decision -. tliis is a 
oiuinge of honrt. It i. ^t,e, the offer of parfoii and 
acoeptiinoe baa a pow.ifol infloence, by more fully de- 
nioiistr3tm| tlie nnreasenabienesa of rebellion Wnst 
snoh ^God. mile in de^air, the ainuerwonld flee 
jatber that, Bnbnnt. Bus the offer of roconciliati™ anni- 
hilate, [l,e influ™eo of despair, and gives to conseienw 
Ita utmost power. 

_ 4tbly. Yon cjuinot cbaiigo y»m heart by atlend- 
ing to the present state of yom- feelings. It is Teiv 
e^monwhen persons are oalled npon to dianae their 
hearts, foe them to turn tlioir tiionghts upon thoniseives. 
to Bee whetlior they posaets the rfi^uisllo sferte of feeling' 
whelhffl^ they have oonyietion enough, and whether th?y 
ha.e those ^notions ivhiel, they suppose neeeaaarilT 
preooJe a change of heart. TI.ey abstract their attention 
irom those .considerations thai ani oalcnhited to decide 
their will, „d think of tl.dt present feeling. In this 
fliyersion of their mind from Uie motives to ehanse their 
hea^^ and fixing their attention upon their p.^sent 
rnenlsl ^ate, they inevitably lose ivhat feeling they 



have, and for the time tcing render a ehan . .__ 

Out present feelings are anbjecta of cDnsciousnia, they- 
have a teltcxistBoecinthemind; but if they be made,. 
for a moment, the suijject of oHsnlim, they cease to 
exist. "WhUe our thoughts are warmly engaged, and 
intensely oeoupicd with objects witliont ourselves, with 
OUT past «ns, witii the eharacter or requirements of 
Cod, with the love or sufferings of tlie Saviour, or with 
luiy olhei subjects, corresponding emotions will exist in 
enr minds. Bnt if from all tlifBc, we turn our attention 
to our present feelings and attempt to examine them, 
tliere is no longer anything before the iniud to make us 
feel; our emotions cease of course. 'Wliileamansleaaily 
looks at an object, its image is painted on tlie relini of 
bis eyo. Now, wliile hu continues to direct his eye to 
the object, Uio imago will wniain upon the retina, and 
the corres]io]iding iinpriission will ha upon his niincl; 
but abould ho tiini away his eye, tlie image upon the 
Kllna ivtiuld no longer remain; and should he direct 
Ilia jitlmitioii to the mental irupreedou instead of the 
object that caused it, the impreSMiin would ilt once bs 
effaced from h is mind. 

Instead, therefore, of WMting tiir eertain feelings, or 
mating your ptescnt state of mind the subject of atten- 
tion, please to abstract your tliougiita from your present 
omoUons, and give your undivided attenlion to some of 
the reasons for changing your bear t. 

Komemher, the present object is, not direcflii ta call 
intij existence certain emotions, bnt, by leading yonr 
luiiid to n full understanding of your obligations, to 
iiiiiuco you te yield to principle, and to d/Msn what is 
right. If you will give your attention, I mil try to 
]ila[* bofoi'e yon snch cousiderationsas ais btst culcu. 
ktcd to induce the slate of mind which conalltutes a 
change of heart. 
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A.^«^ 0/ ,rf/,A«a,. SdfisLne^ is tie pumH of 
cn^s own liappines, aa a siiprame good ; tl™ is In i^ilE 
.n.on3,afe.at «,,tb the glory of God and Uie highest I„r. 
pmm of liis iu,gdo™. Ton mtist be sendLlS that yon 
hav« ulways, du:ee% or indifwtly, aimed at pcomotLnj- 
y™ own lm„,m^. in all tb«i yon have dl. ; tkl 
Ood 8 gtoy a„^ hq.,,me5si and the int^esls gf his kin^ 
d™, have not bftr the Lading laotfvo of yo„r lifo ; 

[1 'i c<™pmd «., h t},o happinca, Md glory of G„d ™d lio 

Jntored. of his immense ikgdom. To pur.no, the.*- 
fo,-e, as i, supreme good, your ow,i Imppinese, fs to pcef.r 
an .niimtdy less to aa infinitely g,Si*r good, Lnly 
^e.a»o rt zs yo„^ ™„. la thb Yirtne ? Is this pnbHc 
apTit la th,a tenovoienco? la tin, l„™t! Goi sn- 
preinely, or your ndghhour m yonrsdf ? No it is 
e;,» t,ng yonr 0^-n happiness int» the plaee of Gud • it 
..pk..«g yourself a. a ,enl^o' of tl,o unive^o, and an 
^tlei„pt U. «u,se God and ail Ms creatnre, to ,«Tolve 
around yon as your aateliites. 

Your aiocSBB in pushing your sollisl, aims would rniu 
tl^ umverse. A Bslfish boiug eau nove. be l.appy until 
Wsbnessbef^ygra^ifiel Itise^n.E™" 
(hat but one m,b he,ng om he folly gratified. Self- 
ishness aim. at appropriating aU good to self. Giv« a 
selfish maa a t<,™sl>ip, and ho eo^ets a slate ; give l,im 
» «tate, and 1,„ longs f„. a uatioi, givo hin, a ™tiu™" 
and he cannot rest «-itLct the ™ld : give l,i„ a 

w^; °'JV™,^\ ^"'ti'^tyon earth, and wSil. fliei« 
verso, ,™d God hunself -wao prosU^ate at his fee._his 
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aiiihiLion oonld not ho satisfied, his selfish heart gould 
not lesl. If, Hien, you could succeed in your selfish 
^i.us, your success would subordhmte and injure, if not 
rnm everybody else. 

Is this right! But could yuu succeed in subduini. 
the uuiverss to yourself, then your %«,^s^ w„„ld iiS 
be obtsinod; for a aemsh moral agent ™,not be happy. 
Coidd yen ascend the throne of Jeliovalij could you 
wield the sceptre of universal goteniment ; eouid you 
appropriate to yourself the honour and the wealth of the 
entire universe ; could you receive the homage, the ohe- 
dTcnce of Goi raid all his creatures, yet the very elements 
of your mturo would be outiaged, and while iu tho 
cserciBe ol Islfldm^g, conscience would condemn yon 
tlie very laws of your inoraJ constitution would mutiny - 
aelf-nccnsation Mid mproach would ranilo in your heart! 
Mid, in spitc ot yon, you would bo forced to ahher 
youi'Hilf. 

Asni.1. Wbilc yon are selfish, allmoislheingsraust 
liatc and despise you ,- and it ie iinpoaihle for a rooial 
being to be happy under the consdousneas of beini 
deservedly bated and despised. The low of appwhi^ 
t,ou 1, a law of our nature, it is laid in the very conali.. 
tntien of the mind by the band that formed it. It is 
therefore, as impoBsihlo for us to be happy nnda- tto 
consciouaness that wo are deservedly bated, as it k that 
wo should alter the very atruciure of our being It is 
11. va,u, therefore, for you to eipecl to he happy in the 
e-vcreise of selfishne^. God, angela aud saints, wiotod 
mm and devils, Uie entire universe of moral beings must 
be censccutiously and heartily opposed to you while 
you sustain that charactttr-while oonseience mvcs forth 

theverdiet that ycudfservelheit hatred, and pronounces 
yon unfit for any other worid than hell. 

In tlie ne^t place, look at the jra^j of this. No 
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tliaiiliB tu you, if tlierc is a Tcstige of virtue or liappi- 
neas iu the universe. If youp example should liavn ifs 
natural influence, aud not ha ciiuntiinieied by God, it 
would, like j littk leatm, leaven Uie wbole lump. If 
all yonr EUM|uaintajioBS copied jonr esimple, and their 
acqiirunfaiicea theirs, and a) on, yon can cEusily see that 
your influence wonld aoou destroy all benevolence, ;md 
intjoduofi universal aelfislineas and rebeliion against 
God. No thanEs to you, iE tliere is an individuii] in tlie 
universe that respects the governmcni of God. You 
bave ncvor obeyed il, and all your influoniKs have been 
agaiosii it ; and if God had not been coustiintly wakeful 
in using couuteractiug iufluencce, lis govemmont bad 
Jong fiiice been demolisbed, and virtue and obedience, 
and love to God and irirm, had been banialiod from tba 
world. 

Again, your influence lias.leniled to celEiblish forevw 
the dominion of Salan over mon, SelHshneaa is tlic law 
of SntEiJi'a empire. You have hitherto perfectly ohojcd 
it; and aa eaamplo preaches 'lander than precept, you 
Iinvo used fJie most powerful means possible to induce all 
mankind to olicy the devil. If Qod lias a virtuous eiih- 
ject on earth, if all men aro not in league with hell, and, 
by their example at kast, aliontiug folll^ "O Sutan, 
live for evor!" no Ihauks to you, for the legjlimafi ten- 
dency of your con^not bad been to prodnco Ibis iiorriWo 
result. 

Again, no -thajiks to you, if all mankind are not for 
ever lost. Tou have done nothing to save them. Your 
.whole life haa had a natural tnidoucy to desltoy tbeiii. 
Your neglect and contempt of God have cierf^d the 
strongest influence within your poivsr to lead them in 
.the way to death. You have done nothing lo save 
yom'self, and, by neglecting your own soul, yon have 
vuiually said to all aronnd you, your family and friends, 
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to all who aie near and afar oJf. " let religion alone," 
" whn is Lbc Lord that we sliuuld obey hnn, or what 
ptoHt should we have should we pray unto bun!' You 
'need not thank yourflcll', nor expect the thankw of Godj 
nor of the universe, it any soul torn e;irt]i is over saved. 

Now, look at the gnilt of this. The guilt of any 
action is ei]Tial lo the evils wbieh it has a natural ten- 
dency to produce. Now look :it this. Your aelBsb- 
neaa hus the natural, ^nd, if unrestrained, the inevital>le 
tendeni^ to ruin tlie world, to destroy God's govern- 
ment, to Cdtablish Satan^ and to people lieU with all 
mankind. 

Nest^ look at tlie reasonahleueBS and utility of bene- 
volence. BencYcleuce is good-is ill. Benevolence to 
God, is preferring bia happiness and glory to all created 
good. Benevolence to men, is the ex^^i-ci^ of tlie sjime 
regard to, and dcsiiv for their liappincss, as we have for 
our own. lieuovolonco to God, or tie preference of 
Goil's Iia]j]hinc3s and glory, ia right in itaslf, because hie 
lia]>piriKig and gloiy aie infinitely (lie greateat good in 
the universe. lie prefets his own happiness and glopy 
to everything dee, not hecanse they are bis tmt, but 
tocanse they consfjlnte tlie gi'eatest good. All "fceiugs, 
when compared with liini, are' less than nothiug, and 
vanity. Hfa capacity for enjoying happineas or endur^ 
iiig pain is inSnito, not only in duration but in degree. 
If ,1.11 the ereatnrea in the nniverae were completely 
liappy, or perfoclily miserslle to all eternity, theii hap- 
pincBs or misery, though cudlesa in duration, would be 
but finite in degree. But God's happinoaa is nut only 
endless in duration hnt infinite in degree. His happi. 
nfss is, tlicrofoi*, just as niueh more valuable than that 
of all his. croatnrts, as infinite eseeedsflnite. Then, is it 
not right— is it not amording to tlie moral fltncs oE 
tilings^ that all hia creatures should value liia happiness 
a 
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and ghcy mfinitely alwve their own ! la it nof rLglit 
thnii he shonld do this, not because i[ is his own liappi- 
nesa. but "bMaTise it Is aji iDfinitely greater good ! 

Does not moral fituess, does not tho eternal law of 
light dmnand, that he should regtrd liis own hajipineaa 
aocnidmg lo its real vdue i Has he wiy right tt, prefer 
tlio ha.p[iines9 of hi? etefttiires above lif? own ? Docs 
not jiifltico lequira tliat he Ehould regard e-verytliing in 
the nuiverae M^rding to its relative imporlanec ? and 
slioTild he not regard liis own liapjiincss and glory infi. 
nitoly above all things else ; and alwiild he not rcqniro 
nil his intelligent creatures to do the same; would It 
. not bo n manifest departure from the iiuniutible prin- 
i^plos of right ? Tha'efore, to have a aapvome regard 
lo your own happinesj, to valne it, and to desire it 
more IhMi you do tl.e bappineas and glory of God, is tn 
trample upon the etnroal ptinciplea of justice and mural 
fitness which JSod ia bound to miiutaiu ; to array your- 
self in the attitude of open ajitl oulrugeoua war against 
God, agninsfc the universe, against heaven, against the 
principles of your own nature, und i^ainsl wliatever is 
right, whatever ia lovely and of good report. 

Again. That yon should lovo yonr neighbour ns 
yourself, is agreeable ti) tJie inimntable law of right. 
That yon should regard your neighhonr's happiness 
according to its real valne, and tlie happine-ss of all 
mankind accord[ng to the rektivc importsuco of each 
one's nidividud happiness, and the Imppinoss of the 
wliole as much above your own aa the aggi'egate amount 
ot theirs is more valuahle than yonvs, is right in itself. 
To rufiiso lo do this, is at onco lo ain against God, to 
deelore war with all men. 

But i^ain look at fJic lOUily of benevolence. It ia s, 
mattai' of human eonsciouancsa that Ihc mind 19 ao con- 
stituted that benevolent afiectiona aro the sou™ of hap- 
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pliii'.'B, andmabvolimt ones the source of misery. Gods 
hibppiiieas consists iu his benerolence. Wherever un- 
uiliiglcd benevolHice is, there is peace. If perfect bene- 
voleiieo reigned tlironghout the universe, uoiveisal liap- 
piuesB would be the inevitable result. The happiness 
of liKBTon is perfect, beeauae benevolence is then.' perfect. 
They love God with all their heart, and soul, and mind, 
mid Btrongth, and (lieir neighboma as (lieniselvea ; and 
wliri tliat knows the jny Ihore ia in holy love, does nut 
kiioM. that the full tide of henevolence h but another 
ninne for the full fide of lio-ppLdess ? Perfect benevo- 
lence fji Cod and man -wonld at onee give ns a share in 
all the happijuBs of earth and heaven. Benevolesee ia 
aooj-will, or willing good to the object of it. If wo 
dcaiiTj 111 hnppino^ of others, thoir linppineaa will in crease 
rinr own, (uiioniing U> IJpd atrcngtii of our desire. If we 
dirnl.o tlmir w,itfj|n> jib inmii an wc do our own, we aro 
iiiral" »^ hn|.|iy liy guoil, lino.vn to he confen-cd on 

'■I"' I'l ii|i"'i imi-.Hclvea; and niitliing hut selfishness 

pnivL-iita .iiiJ'l;uitiiigtho cup of every man's happincaa, 
mid Bharing equally with him in all his joya. If we 
Biipreinely deaiit Iho huppineas and glory of God, tlio 
fnct Hut he is infinitely and immutably happy aud glo- 
fiijua, ™d that he will glorifv himself, and that "the 
whole eartli shall he full of his glory," will constitute 
our supreme joy. It will bo to us a never-fMling source 
"f piuo, and high, antl holy hlesKdness. And whor we 
look abroad upon men, and see all flio wickednesa of 
eaitli i when, tlirough the page of inspiration, we survey 
a» witli a. teleacope Ilie deep caverns of the pit ; when 
we listen ti, ila nailirjgs, and behold the lurid flashes of 
Its finis, laii oontemphte the gnawings of tlio deatldess 
w-uru!; iiiall tliia wesee onlythe legitimato roaultaof 
sclKslmcaa. Selfisliness is the discord of the aoul ; if is 
the jarring, and Jisonancc, and grating of hells eternal 
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nngulsli. Benevolence, on ilie other Imnd, is the 
melody of the KOuL In its exorcise, all the mental powers 
aPB imrnioniMl, and Ireiitlie the aivcctaees of lifaven's 
cliainiing Byrnphonlca. To be iippj, then, j-oo must 
be benevolent. adfiahneaB, yim sco, le ncLHicr reaEonatlo 
nor profitable, Ita -very natnre is at war ivith bappi- 
neas. It renders yon odious tu God, the aiilioneQcc of 
haiveii, the contempt of bell. It burios your good 
nmie, your uHiniBte self-oatefDi, yonr present aoid future 
Iiapplnesa, in one eommon grave, and tliat- beyond tlie 
bopo of resurrection, uoleea ymi turn, renounce your 
selfishness, and oljcy the law of God, 

ISuS again, consider the rcasojut why Got should 
govern the universe. Perlinps, in words or in theory, 
you have nevei^ donicd Ida right to govern, yet in prac- 
tice you have alwtiys denied it. Your liaving noser 
obeyed is flic strongest possible doelaration of your 
denid of his right in goTom yon. The languige ot your 
conduct has been, " Who is Jcbovali, that I should obey 
biin? "I know not Jehovah, neither wil] I obeyliia 
voice," But havo you duly consi(lered hia ch^me npon. 
yom- obedience ? Havo you nol only admitted the fact 
that be has a riglit to govei-n, but iiavo yuu imderslood 
aud tliomighly considered the ftiEndation of fhia right? 
If you have never attended to tliis, it is nut wonderful 
that you have refused obedience. The foundation of 
God's right to the government of the luii verse is made 
ii|) of the tlu-ec following considerations ; 

First, his moral character. His benevolence is infinite. 
Were he a nidovolent being, md were his laws Ulio 
bimaolf, as they would he of coursf. be could hii'e no 
right lo govern. Instead of being under mi ohtigaiion 
to love :ind obey liim, it would be em linty to hale and 
disobey him. But his benevolence renders him worthy 
of our lovo and obodionce. But liie benevolence alonu 
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carmot qiuilify him for, not give him a right to," the 
goverament of the univcriie. However benevolent ha 
may he, if his natural attJ'ilntes are not what they 
should be, h« cannot be qualified to be tlie Supreme 
Ruler of all worlds. But a glance at Iiia na.traal altii- 
butes will show that he is no lesa worthy to govern, in 
respect to these, than in respect to bis moral attributes. 
And, first, bo liaa infinite knowledge, so tLit bis: 
benevolence will always be wisely eieccised, 

2nd, He has inSiiilo power. However benevolent 
lie might be, if he lacked oitlior Iinowledge to direct, ot 
power to eiecufe his lonevolent desire^ he would not 
be £t to govern, 

Again, he is omnipresent ; in every place, at every 
time ; ao that nothing thti,t bonevoleuec dosices, wisdom 
(hrectp, or power can achieve, can be wanting in iiis 
Hduiiniattatien- 

Agaiii, Ilo is inimertal mid uueliangeablc. Could ho 
cuano to ejisl, or were lio subjoct to change, these would 
h'- fundaiucntiil dcfeots in his nature as supreme Ruler 
of the univerw!. 

But again. Neither' his moral nop natural attributes, 
when viewed sepai-ately or collectively, afford suHicieut 
ground for bis assuming tiie rejna of goveinweat. For 
however good and great he may be, these conalitnt* no 
sulKcient reaaon for his ialdng upon himself the office 
of supreme muglatrftto, iiTeapective of the elective chuiee 
of other Iicings, But he is also the Creator, and holds 
I'y the highest poEaihle tenure the entire universe aa his 
01.111, Tliue he is not only infinitely well fitted to 
p)Vei'n, hut by creation haa Ihsabsolnle and inalienable 
right to govern. He not only has this right, lul it is 
i:is duty tfl govern. He can nevEr yield this office, nor- 
throw aaide tins rcsponEihility. 

But again. Look at the reasonableneSB of hia require- 
q2 



inenffl. Tliej are nul arliilciuy, but suck ns it is iiis 
IjDunden duty- to fiifiirce. The' la"fl of God tiTe not 
tkeir foundation in hia orbiirjrj will, but in tha natiiie, 
and relation, and fitness of things. To love God and 
(rar neighbour, ie not our duty siniplj leatme God 
requires it ; but it is our dnty intecedonlly to any 
KXprcEsed req^Hiremenf, IIg roquirea it, bocnuae it is 
riglit HI ilaelf. Ue is not, tberefois, at liiwriy to diajirajse 
witli our obedience if lie pleaae. He cannot good- 
nMiireiily hunionr his creatures and let lliera liavo their 
own way— lot them run into sin and lebcllion, and thpn 
let tliem go unpunished. He is soleranly pledged and 
bound by the rules of hia own govemmeut. If, there- 
fore, yon go on in siu, it is not at his option, when you 
come to tha judgment, to pnniflk yon or not. Tiie laws 
of his tmpifB aro fixed, eternal principles, ivtich he eaii 
no more vioktej witliout sin, tJian any of hia creatures. 
Do notbopo tben,if you persevere in sin, to eada|>e ^' die 
damnation of hell." 

Bnt perhaps, like many otbera, you Ijato made this 
exense for your robelbon; Ihnl, upon tke wkole, God 
desires yon to ain; that, aa lie ia alniigbtr, he could 
prevent sin if lie pleased ; and because ho docs not, you 
infer that be prefers the ejdstenco of ein to ila non- 
existense, and tke presHit amount of rnbelliou to bolineas 
in its stead. To say notliing of liis woj-d and oath upon 
tkis subject, you haTO only to look into his law to ace 
tkat he has done ,1.11 that tke nature of tke ciise ad- 
mitted, to prevent tlie sxiafence of sin. Tke sanclions 
of bis law arc absolutely infinite ; in tliem be hsa embo- 
died and held forlk the liigheat posible motives to obs- 
dience, Hia law is moral, and not pliysioal ; a govern- 
ment of motive, and not of force. It ia vain to talk of 
his omnipotence preventing sin ; if infinite motivis will 
nol prevent it, it cannot be pj-evented under a moral 
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government, and to maintain the contraty is absurd, ajid 
a contradiction. To ndminialcr moral laws, ia not the 
object of pbyMcal power. To maiutran, therefoHi, that 
the pkysical omnipotence of God can prevent ain, ia to 
talk nonaonee. If to govern mind vrere tbo same aa to 
govern inattei-— If to sway the intellectual could be 
neoumpllaiifid by tke aarae power tkat sways tke phy- 
sical univerae, then, indeed, it would be juat, from the 
pliysical omnipotence of God, and from the existenoo of 
Kin, lo infer tkat God prefera ita existence to holinets in 
its aiead. But ns mind innat be governed by mora/ 
power, as the power of nioHvn ia tke only power that 
e™ be krought to bear upon mind ia iniucnee It, It is 
unjnst, unpldloaophioal, illogical, and absurd, to inter 
from tke esistcnoe of sin, and God's phyacal omnipo- 
tcnco, his preference of its cxiatence. 

Iftlie motives K) obedioncu are infinite, weU migljt 
!j" challoiigii tlic univerae, and inquire, " what more 
iMhidd I lijivc done for my vineyard, tliat I have not 
done ?" And will yon, iu tke face of all tkese moving 
lunsiJcrations, continue your rebellion? and wken 
reiioircdtotum, wiE you profanely reply : If God be 
Alniight)', why does be nut turn me i 0, sinner, wky 
Iiroi-oio your Mater ? " Tour judgment novf o[ a long 
time lingei'Oth not, raid yonr damnation alumboretk 
not." 

■ But again. When the law was broken, and all 
mankind esposed to lis fearful penalty, behold at once 
tlie justice to the universe, and mercy to sinnprs, dis- 
]jlayed ill the atonement. To malie an nniveraal ofier 
of pai'dim, svitkoiit regard to public juatloe, '^^'ere vir- 
tually to re|ieal his law ; but a due regard to the public 
intoi-rat forbade the lawgiver lo forgive and set aade 
the oxeonlion, witliout snaie espedicnt to secure a 
veneration for, and obedience to, the pvceopt. So great, 
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tUerelbrc, waa Lis compassion for man, aud his regard 
to Ittw, t!iat to gratify big desire to parfun, he wa* 
willing in suffiy in the person of hla Son. » autatitutK 
for ils penalty. This waa the most aiupeudous eshi- 
liilionof aelf-flenial th-it ever wis made in the iiiilTcrse. 
The Fatltcr giving Mb only begotten and. wel! bolo-ved 
Bon ; the Son veiling the glories of his uucrtatod God- 
heaci, and becommg obedient untn death, ercn tlie death 
of the ortiss, tha,t we might never die. 

Now, if you are an impenitent anner, jou have never, 
m a single instance, oieyed yonr Mater. Every hreatli 
llvat yon have Iiceathed, every pulse yon have toU, has 
hnt added to the uumber of your cornea. When God 
has Janrcd yonr heaving lungs, you have hreatlied iiirt 
your poisonous hreilh in rebellion against tho eternal 
God ; and how onght God U. feel towaida yon ? You 
have set your misanctlfied feet upon the priueiplea of 
eternal righteousness; fon have lifted up jTinr hands, 
filled with poisonous weapons, against the Ihi-one of 
the Almi^ty ; you have sel sf nought Ihe authority of 
God and Ihe rights of man. Ton have spumed, ae 
with your feet, every principle nf right, erf love, and of 
rftHouul happiness. You are tlie enemy of God, tie 
foe of man, i child of the devil, .md in league wifli hell. 
Ought not God then to hate yon with all his heart ? 

But in the midst ot your rebellion, boliold the long- 
SttfiiB-ing of God. With what patience haa he horns 
with all your aggrava,ted wickodncsa ! All this you 
have done, and lie has kept silence. Daro you think 
that lis wlU nevei' reprove ? 

But hjok for a lUiomant at the coniJitionB of Iha 
Goapel. Rqietitanee /imi /m&. To repmt, is to hate 
and renounce your sin. ITiiB requirement is not arbi- 
trary on the part of God. It would neither lie just lo 
ttie univci'se, iior beneficial to yon, lo oxortiso pardon 
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until you comply with this rci]dTrement. Can a .sove- 
reign forgive hisaulijeils while thoyrtmainin rebellion? 
Ca,n Godfoi^ivH yuu while you persevere in sin? No. 
This would be to give up liialaw, and, by a public act,, 
to confeas himself wrong and you right, lo renounce the 
stand he has fallen, to condemn himself and justify 
you. But tJds would be the publioLtion of falsehood, 
it would be it procJamalion that sin is right und holinoes 
wrong. Not only so, but lo forgive you, and leave you 
in yonr aiu, would render your happiness impossihh).- 
You might as well proclaim a man iu iiealth who ia' 
dying witli the plague. : 

Nor is faith an arbitrary appointment of God. God' 
lias no means of getting yon to heaven uideH von 
believe his vrord, and walk in llio path ho points out to- 
yon. If you will nut believe ivliat he tills you of 
beiwon and hell, of the way tn avoid the one and gain 
llio other, your «alvrition is iiiiposslble in the nature of 
the eiuo.'. Veil {■iniiiot liiid lioiVvon at the end of tlie 
foilil Unit hiiidn to Imll, noi' iiell at the end of the road 
tliat IuehIh Lu hunven, aud nothing but foith in wiiat he- 
tolls you, Clin iiilliLouce yon lo t.ilie tlie path that leads 
to liejiven. A lid uow, sinner, vrhat have you to say,^ 
wliy the -Hill 111 '11 CO of hia hiw sliould not be executed 
upon yen i Yiiu have nevnr cared for God, and why 
slioold lj[i be imder obligation to care tor you ! You 
hive iiovor oimyrd him, ™hat good then do you daserve 
at hia lianri ( You liave always disobeyed him, and 
wliat evil do you not deserve ? You have broken his, 
law, [le«[)ieed Id.s grace, and grieved his Spirit. " You 
have eait oft' fear and resttajned prayer." Tlie ten- 
dency of your sellish conduct has been to ruin tlie uni- 
verse, to dethrone Cod, to biuld up the throne and 
establish the dominion of Satan, to dunin youiself and 
all maiikind, 'i'his you cannot deny. Let eonaeience 
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pass aenienee upon yoa. Let H givB forth its verdict. 
Do yoD not, even now, hem it ia «io deep recess™ oC 
ytrar soiil ay uut, ^«i;/;i, j/aSfj;, uniJ woriiy of tternal 



Eu-t sinnct, you lisve seen, in the progress of ihig 
diBtoiirse, tint roasoii^blencas of bencTolencc, an'l the 
liateloIncsB 0/ selfislmc^; tJie right luid tho duty of 
Goil to govera ymi, and your obligitioijs to obey. Ton 
have seen the reaBonibbiiKSs jmd utility of virtae; tho 
unresaOTFibleneBs, ttie giiilt, :ind ctU of sin. And 
now what sny you ? "Wbal is ynur present iluty? Is 
it right i Is it reaGonable! Is it eipedieiit longer to 
purflua yuur Eclfisli course? Is it not hest, and right, 
and manly, and liononrable, and ime, tii luin ouS obey 
your Milker f Look at the conupqucnces of your 
present eoursc, to yourself, yoor friends over whuiii you 
hsYQ inflnenco, lo tLe tJiuvch, and to the world. Will 
you uontiniie lo cast firebrands, arrows, and death,— 
to throw [ill your influence, your time and talanta, your 
body and soul, inlo the scale of BslfiBhnesa ? SIljiU all 
your influence continue to be upon ihe -nrong side, to 
incroase the widtednosa and misery of rartb, to gratify 
the devil and grieve the Son of God 1 Sinner, if you 
go to hdl, you ought to be willing In go alone; ™bi- 
pariy will not mitigate, but increase yourpain. Ought 
you not tJien, imtautly, lo iLrow all your influence 
into the other scale ; to exert youratJf M roll baet fjie 
tide of deaJb, and saTe your fellow-raen from hell? 
J>o you see the reasonableness of ting '( "What ia your 
judgment in file case? Do not stop to look at your 
emotions, nor turn your eye iu upon your present Btjito 
of mind ; but say, will you cease yom- rebelMon, throw 
down your weapons, and enhst iu the service of Jesus 
Christ? He bos come to destroy the worlis of tlio 
devil, to dcinolish hia empire, and re-establish tho 
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government of God in the hearts of man. Are you 
miling that he should govern Iha world ? Ia this yonr 
choice 'i If allowed to vote, would you elect iiim as 
supreme Governor of the world? Will you obey him 
yourself? But do you reply, ! I tun so great a sinnor, 
r feaj- there is no mercy for me ? That la uot tho c[ueB- 
tion. The ijuaatiou is not, whether lie »ili pardon you, 
but whether you will iilsy hhn,. If ho saw it not wise 
to pardrtu you, if the eircunistances of his government 
require your damnation, it is not on that account Ihe 
ka your duty to obey him. The question for you to 
settle is, whethor you will obey him, and leive (ho 
quesUon of yonr salvation for him to settle, in view of 
all the ciroumstanoes of theeaEe. Hois infinitely wise, 
and as benevolent as bo is wise. You ought, there- 
fore, ohcerfuUy to submit yonr final destiny to him, 
to make yoiir .(«;, tho object of your attention, and 
obedience youi> oonsbiiit aim. The atonement la full 
ftnd pei-fcct. Tho pre^iiuiption is, that nothing is iu 
tho wjiy of your sdvation but your impenitence and 
nnbclief; and indeed you have the promise, that on 
condition i>£ eubmisi^on to his will, you shall have eter- 
nal life. Do you see what you ought to do, and are 
you Wining to do it ? " Choose this day whom you will 
serve." To choose God and his services— to prefer 
thtae to your own interest and to everythiug else, is to 
ohange your heait. Have you done it ? Do you still 
-TSk, how shall I do it ? You might with much inoio 
propriety osk, when the meeting is dismissed, bow shall 
I go home? To go home would requite two Ihings, 
fii-st, to bo willing; secondly, to put yonr hody in 
motion. Bnt here, no musoular power is needed. But 
om thing is requisile, that is a wilbng mind. Yonr 
consent ia all that is nfjrfed. Be witling to do your 
duty, and the work is done. 
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INFEHENCES AND REMATCKa. 



1. From this subject you see "wliy mnny complajn 
tliBl they CQnnot submit to God. They do not givn 
their (iH&itiifli to tlie lonaidi^ratioii Deeeftsary tn Isad 
than -to aubmisBion. Mnny occupy their tLuughtB wLtli 
,tlii:ir at:ttt! of fRelijig* E^re lookiflg aEfiJidily ni, tlie djirk- 
nesy of thpir own minds and tlit^ Iiardnrs^ of tlieir own 
hearts. They are arisioualy -waitiTig fur the tajetcnce 
of cMaia feelings in their ininds, wbiuh tliey suppose 
.must prctede converaiou. In thia way they ■will not 
BTibmit of conrse- Their mental eys ie tumod awny 
from the reasons for Bubuiinsioii, In this stale of mind 
,it IB ijopos^ble tlijit they should subntit ; it woiild he a 
counteraction of all tho ln.W5 of mind. Others, instead 
of attemling to the reaaoiuihlenesB and fitnas of their 
Mater's cliiiuia, give tbcir wbolo a.ttoLtion to their own 
danger^ and try to subrait «3iile they are only influ- 
enced by fear. Tlfia \s ai.'ting nndsr tbc inJliieiiiie of 
aelf-lovc. It is not tesponiling to the voine of con- 
sciQiice ; It ia not submiHaion to the lii.\vs of right ; ajid, 
actnn.tiMl hy such motives, tJie luuid may struggle till 
the day of jiidgmonl, and still the conaidecsLtiona that 
must lesLd tlie soul to a right submission ai'e not before 
the mind. a.nd the soul will not submit. lt\sihfi ri^htimis 
of the duty, and not the daugET coiiseq^uent upon the 
non-performajice of it, that must iiiflucnde the mind^ 
if it -livoiild act virtnfhiislyr I have already aaid, that 
both hope and fisar hear an important pitrt in leading 
the mind to make the rpquisito investigaljon. But 
neither the one qm- the other are the object of the mind's 
at ention at thu lEfitant of eubmia?Jon. IIS) therefoi*, 
who does not nnderetajid the phifopopby of this — who 
doea not undorat^jad tbe nse and power of afieniicn, the 
u?e ajid power of conyciunet. and upon what to fix bin 
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miiLii ti> Icjid him to a iiglit deaifion, "will natiitally 
complaia -tlirit lie does uut know liow to aulmlt. 

2. Yua 60S tbe \my in which Ihe Spirit of God ope- 
rates in -the convfirsion of men ; it tb throiigli tbe mydiirm. 
of atfenijon and oonaciencc ; he gala and ieeps tlie Kt- 
tenlion of Uie mind, and, tbroiigli tlin inSucnco of hops, 
and fear, and conafiicnco^ conducts tho Bmuop nhng the 
pjLth of truth, till he hjiH givtiii conaoiciif^ the roquisite 
information to oscrt it? utmost powpr ; that ivhcn i 
gives forth its I'erdict, the will may tospond — Amen. 

3r This is tile experience of cveiy Christian. lie 
Ituows that in this way tlie Sjiiril of God exerted ite 
influence to change hie heart. His ornii-s and cetugi'J 
of lies n-are swept away. He can tell yon that liis 
attention was arrested and filed, lliai his tonscicnco 
wn.1 enlightened, and tlin subject piABsed upon liiamind 
until ho wns indneoil to yield. 

4. Ynn HIT) hiiw nil [jliilosopl ileal it is, while pi-essiug 
i.li[' niiiiiLii' Lu hiihiiiin-ion, to divert Lis mind ajid turn 
lii" iittdiitinii li> tin: suliJL^et of the Spirit'a influence 
AVhiii; lii.i ritliiiitiHii Is directed to that subject, his aub- 
misHion in ini|nii«ible. Ho can only submit when his 
ontii-e nitoiiLiiin is dhed^d to the reasons for submiaaion 
livery dlveiniiiii of liis attention is but multiplying ob- 
slaeloB in bin way. Henee we never find the inspired 
wnlers, trhi^, ,-nUin(j upon sinm^^ to repetct^ directinff 
thdit ntteiitiiiii Ut the subject of divine influence. Becin 
ivitli .loKliiin—when he assembled the people of Isi-acl 
and laid Unit duty lieforo them, a«d said, "diooBe you 
this day ivhijiu ym will serve," ho did not uuphiloso- 
jilncallj' volnind tliem at the same time of theit depend- 
once upon the Spinl of God ; liut hold the single point 
upon which (hey woi'o ia choose before theio, till Hieir 
choini was made. So on the day of Penteeoat, und in 
llie ens; of the jailer, and bifced in every other ca5(i 
11 
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where pcopIiGts, anil Girist, find Uie ipostjeseallcdnicn 
to tminedlate rc^utiiuto, we nnd tlioiii keeping eloso to 
tliuir text, and nut going off to drag in t!iB siibjoct uf 
dime iiifluimce to iliitrt the attenliuji and confound 
their hearers. 

5. Yon see the irapisftance of undtrafanding tlie 
pliiloBophj- of lanvversion, and wliy it is that so many 
sermons arc lost, ami wurae than lost, upon the souls of 
men. Ficef, the iiaiiav'a aaenlvm ia not stcured; aud, 
Eteondl]', if it is seciiTed, it ia often directed to irrrlevdnt 
inittters, and tlie Bulijeet omhaiTMsed with sKtmneous 
conaideratioiis tliat Imve nothing todu with the aimiei''s 
iminedLite dnty. Ofton the subjecl is nul eloared np 
to liis mind; ot if he Biideratunds it, he docs not Boeila 
porfliinal applic^ition to liimself ; or if lie sees this, he is 
not made to fed tlie pi-cesure of presont obligation, and 
not unfreiiueiltly— ' O loll it not in fiath,'— the im- 
preaaion is distinctly left upon his mind thiit he is 
umble to do his duty. The preaohing tliut lencs this 
last imprcasiou is in^uitely worse tlian jiene, 

0. From tJiia Bubject you cm nee that iheiw aro two 
claaees of evidonte of a ch.ing« of heart ; oi^e is, those 
vivid omotiona of leve to God, repeiitrLimo for Hn, and 
faitli in Christ, that often follow the eh:uij,'e of choice. 
Tliese constitute happiness, they ore moat songiit, and 
nsiially the most depended upon, hut not deacnedly 
the meat satiefattory. Highly wronuht eniotiona aje 
liahlc to deceive, for, (IE they eannoi he the enhjeet of a 
present distinct oxamination without ceadng tn cjiist, 
they are the least lo he depended on as an evidence uf 
a title to tlffi inheritance of tlie saints in light. The 
other icind of ovideuee is mi habitual dis|)osition to obey 
the rci^uirenienls of God; (lint abiding pteforenee of 
fiod'a glory, over eveiyliiing else, that gives n riglit 
direction to all our conduct. 



T 



HOW TO Cn.lNCH VOUB UEABT. 73 

7. You see, freni this fiubjoet, the philosophy of solf- 
exaniinatjou. Many pfrsons will set apart daj's ef 
fasting and prayer, and siiend the ihiy in trying to es- 
atnine their present mentul state, in trying to catch n 
ghnipso ot theu^ prfsent emotions. In tlua way they 
am sure to quench whatever of right feeling they iiave. 
Thciiposf thouglila and feslinga, theb past actons and 
motives, may be the subject ofpresent oiamination and 
altentieii ; but whenever tJiey make then- present emo- 
tions or stale of feeling the subject of attention, they 
ceaSQ to fcch If, then, you would try yoiu' hearts in 
rognid to any object, bring tliat object before yoiic 
mind, eoesid™ it intenaaly, and it tliere be any niernl 
affinity between your state of mind aud this object of 
iittentinn, while you are musing the fire of emotion wUl 
burn. 

li, I'reni this aiibjoct you pcn:eivo the error of those 
porenna who suppose tljumaelvta (o have much more 
religion Qmi others, merely because lliey havo more 
eniullon. Multitudes of minds 8«3n not to beinflnffliccd 
by jH-indpln, but are canned hither and thither hy every 
gust of failing, hy whatevo- oonalderation these fi;elin"B 
may be prediioed ; and wliile tliey telUf thtjr n^iture's, 
their loves and joys, fliey have ao Uttle regard to prin- 
eiplo us to be guilty ef Cliiist-diflhonouring ooudact. 
Others, who niuoli leas fiequenlSy evince deep enioliun, 
are influeeced by a saered i^egnrd to right. They liavs 
nuch more o£ the conaialency of the Christian ehsriicior, 
but perhaps complain of the iLbiieneo of religious joy. 

9. l'tomwhatha3beenaaid,itijHninnifeat,thatwhero 
sinners continuo to neglect tlie means of grace, their case 
ia hopekisa. Many seem to think, thit if they are to 
be saved, they shall be saved, and if they are to be lost, 
they shall bo lost; aud look upon religion !ia sonio 
Biysteiions thing, for the impkutation ot whieli, in 



UD 



i^tSK 



HO'W TO CHANGE ¥Omi nRABT. 



76 

tlieir mmda, tliey iiiusl> wrLit LJie pl^^iaure of il govcreign 
God. Tliey pay attention to eveiy otlia- siibjet!, and 
octupj- tlieir tllOHghls with enerytllijlg that Is flEflcillsted 
to baiush religiuu film their minds, and etill Iiope to be 
con"vcrti?d. Tliis ifl as irrational aa if a man, desiring to 
obtain tlie pstfection of Cljiislion aobtiety, eLouM con- 
tinQo to riot and dcirli, and etupify hia powece, and 
i^Kpect tiiftt, in some niyateriimg wEiy, be should hv sind 
Ijy l>ecome a pabet man. 

10. Pruiii this eubject you mj* the importanos of 
giving 11 cmTiotcd annar rlgtit instriietion. Great cave 
slionld be taken not to divert Ivis mind from fundarnent-li 
truths. His attention should be abstraoted, if po5. 
aible, from OTOiytbing iirelerant, from over ything tbat 
regards merely the circnnistajit^ala of religion, and 
brougbt to boar intensely u]ion the tliain questinn, that 
of iinwknditional submiasioil tt> God, 

11. Yon see tbo neteesily of addicEaing the /mJ^js, 
or hopeK and fcais of men, aa a means of airnisnini/ 
tbeni, and SMuring tliar attention. Very CMeitin" 
means am often indispensable, (o anaken and stioiire 
snfStieiit attention to kad tbo way to oonveraion. When 
tEiere are so many eidting topics almost eoutinually 
before tie mind, so many Lo ! liercs, and Iji ! tbcres, 
to call and fij tho sinner's ttioiighta to worldly objeets, 
we must, of neceawly, ply him witli the most rawing 
considerations, and that in the most affectionale and 
eainsst maimey, or we shall fail to interest hia thoughts, 
and get the fiubject npon hia mind for consideration. 
Oneimportjintdcsignolhis constitutional susceptibilities 
is, to afford a meiiurn of kcobes to the atlonf ion, and 
through the attention to tbo consciienre. Many peisoua 
seem averse to addressing the fwlings of men on the 
subject of rdligioQ, they fear to esoite tnimid fcelrngj 
and conaeiucutly they in general exeite no feeling at 
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-sdl. The reason is obviously this ; tliey OTorloek some 
of the moat etrikiug peculiarities of tbo mental constitu- 
tion. They strive to aronse the eonsciencc, but fail for 
want of attention. The attention will not ordinarily be 
scoured but by oddrcEsing ilie hopes and teirs of men. 

12. We should earefully distinguish between a attt- 
mdeii and an mr^ijceiml sinner, * When tile smner ia 
onee tliorouglily awatenod, there h tlien no need of 
orealjng futtbcr alarm ; and indeed in this Mtuation all 
appeals merely to hope and fear are t^thor an embar- 
Tasament and a liiudoranoe to tlie pivigiess of the werls. 
When his attention is tliorouglilj secured, tlie farour- 
able moment should bo siaaed upon fully to enlighten 
hia mind, and lead liinj to a rigH nndcrstajiding of his 
responsibibties and the cliums of his Maker. If there 
is any flagging of tho attt-jition, sucb ajipcala aliould 
instantly bj made to the fcelhigsi aa to arouse and fix 
tho thoughts; mid an aniiona watciifidueas sliould be 
!«iji«tiinLly liepl uji to pii.i*i-vo attention, and enlighten 
tb.i iiiinil m last as [losiblo. In Ibis way you will 
must eJliT^tuully aid the operations of the Holy Spirit, 
pusli (iiattoi's lo an issue, and secure tiro eonversion of 
the siinier to (lod, 

Nogloutiug to ■ distinguish between awalcning and 
oeuviolioo, liaa been the cause of many sad fnilnres in 
seoui'iiig aijinid conversions. Often, -wlion sinners have 
houii iJioroly awOimed, they have been treated as if 
thoy were convicted; then- spun tualguideahave neglected 
to aoizB tho opportunity to fdrce home conviotion upon 
theio ; they linvo called on Iheili to submit, before tliey 
diilynndersfoodtlie reasons for submission, or the nature 
of ihe duty. But, as might be expected, instead of 
truly performing it, they have miaglned tliomsclTea 
willing lo do so, til! their awakenings have subsided, 
andthechiHapathyofdcathhaaacttled down npou them . 
n 3 
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IB. Yoii m;Q tba,l pruadunH]; ternit ti^ie is nat calcu- 
lated to effect the converaijni of sinners. It ia useful to 
awnkflu, bat, milcgfl accompanietl with tlione in^lj-uctionri 
that enllgl.toii, will seldom result in any good. 

li. You see why thoan that praach iilone io the 
liupss of mtji, soldom, if ever, effect tlicir conTorsion. 
Some go to one estreme, and some lo the other. Some 
appeal to feu, and others ogiun to hope ; wliile they 
Bcldoni reason ivith the sinner of tem])eran™, of righlif- 
onsnes, or of a judgmout Ui come. They often OMili! 
much feeling and many isars; but, after Jl, such 
appeals, unaccompiLnied with tliat discriminating in- 
striietion which the siiuier needs, in regard to his dntiy 
aJid the clnimB of his Holier, -will seldom result io a, 
sound ennveraion. 

is. Yon see Ihe philosophy of specLil efforte to pro- 
molo reviraleof inligion. Why it ia that protrajted meet- 
ings, and other measures mliidi ore iimi, are calculated lo 
promote tlie conversion of sinners. Their novelty osdtes 
md fiicB attention, Thek being continued irom day 
lo day, serves to enlighten the mind, aJid liaa a phiJoso- 
pliical tendency to issue in convoriuun. 

L'utf^y. I reiriarh, that from this subject it will be 
seen that a death-bed ia hnt a poor pkco for repentance. 
Mnny Me expecting, tlist if they neglect repentaaoe 
until tliey come upon a bed of death, tk-it then &vy 
shall ropeut and give tlieir hcai'ia to God. But hIbs! 
how vain the hope ! In the languor and exhaustion, 
the pain and distraction, th« trembling .ind the anxiety 
of a death-bed, what opportunity or power is there for 
that fiiedness and intensity of attention that arc requi- 
site tg break the power of sclflshncaa and ehange the 
entire current of tJie soul ! To think, ia labour ; to 
thint intensely, ia eshausting labour, evon to a man in 
health. But, oh ! upon a bed et death, to have tho 
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intricate accounts of life to look over, the subject of the 
soul's character and destiny to ponder and understand ; 
to hold tliR agonized mind in warm and disErossina 
contact with the great tnitlifi of revelation, uTitil the 
heart is melted and hrohen, I'eat o^Hnrcd, is ordinaiily, 
if not always, too great an effort for a d) ing man. Be 
It tnowu to all men, that, as a gonoril tnith, to -which 
tlicro UK but few exceptions, men die as they live, and 
no dependence can be p]a<^ upon those waverings, and 
Hickeiings, and glsaraings 6)rth of the struggling mind, 
whife the body,allweal(iiess and pain, is brealdng down 
to usher it into the presence of its Maker. Now is your 
time, in the waliefulneBS and Htiength of your powers, 
while the command to make to you a new lieait and a 
new spirit, and the r<xisona ibr llie jjecfonnaneo of tlus 
duty lie folly before you ; while tho gate of heaven 
stands u[>en, and mercy, with hlcodinj^ hands, beeiiona 
you Ui eonic ; wbilu tTie pearl of great price is tendered 
lo ymir aHiciJlnnce, aeiiiu the present moment, and lay 
hold upon eternal life. 
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TKA]n'riONS OP THE ELDERS. 

Maithcw jv, 6- — " TlniB hiivfl vc iniule clie dMiinjuiJiiiml of Gel of 
iiaoc eff\xi Viy jniiir [|-JilJ LSfill ." 

The govoTDmeTit wliiciJi God exerdacE ftvct the nai- 
-verm; of uiiml is a moral govemment : it is not» of course, 
adniiniatercil by direct pliyaic-il ngeney ,- compolliDg 
zumil to att, in tJic saini! maimer, in whith the pliyaical 
lawa oF thu matcnjil uiiiviirae opfflTit« in tlie world of 
matter. Motives arc the grand iu&triiniEJilft of moving 
mind, 

QoiTs moral govfirifnioiit is mado np of considciatioiia, 
and indudeineiita designed aad calculated to influHitgij 
the inrndfl of intulli^'snt creaturea, to pursue tlifit course 
of conduct which will, in the highest maim'^, promote 
till! glory of Godj their own iuterif^t^ and tha Iiappino^s 
tiftheunfvoiee. Itlaya dowu adoEimtc and perfect mk 
of feeling and of fwrtion. Its prceept marta, wftli the 
cleELT light of siin-heam5, the exact com-so of duty^ Its 
saoetiona hold out, on the one hand, all ilio hliSihuxlncss 
of everlastiiig life; and on the other» di^imunnia against 
offenders, all the p&ina of evorlaeting death. Tims 
holding ■before tlie J^ianer'E feei, tlia clear kinji of tnith^ 
and, in ita awfiil penalty, gathering ajr-nind liim on every 
hand, oYcr his head, and beneath hit ftet, all the moving 
uonsiderationB that heaven, and uLrth, itnd hell, oiui 
present, to hold his mind in an cxaet cuiirse of uhedi- 
tince. Tilt law ol' God wae clejirly tovoy-led to the 



Jews, hut its power wiia ufteu hruken, itsinfiuonee over 
mind parjiljfled and dcsh'oyed, by a variety of oral 
tradition!!, wliiiih were handed down from one ^'onetaljon 
to another! wliLiJi were held as r>f equal authority with 
the written law. They wera often the eornipt glosses 
of the Jewish doctors, and not unfreqiiently mere eva- 
sions of tlie B|)irit and meaiung of the written law- 
Wo hav« nil instance of this, in the vei'SPS connected 
with the text. 

The Jewish doctor's had a tj'adition, that it wae un- 
lawful to eat without first washing their handa. To 
thifi tradition, Cfiriat's disciples paid no teg:ird. But 
as theae traditions were held iu gi'eat veneration by tho 
muUitude, tha Siirihes and Pharisees made the disciplea" 
disregard of them the occasion of i^'proiiching Olirist, 
and demanded of him, ''Why dn thydieciplca tranagresg 
the tradition of tfic h^dc^i's V Cliriat rebuked them by 
aiiawerin^T, ** Why clo ye afso traiisyress the eonimand- 
nfciit itC God by your trailLtiou if fur God eommanded^ 
JsibyiiL^^ honnur thy father and mother, and he that 
curGoth fathor or mother, let him die the death ; but ye 
ftay, wliopoover ahall eay to hia fatlier or mother, rt ia a 
gift, by whataoeTpt thou migbtest be piofited by me, and 
honoureth not his father or mother, he shall be free, 
Tims have yt made the tomnianriment of God of none 
effoct by your tnulition." The commandment to honour 
tln! father and mother, included the duty of providing 
for tlieni, in ca*e tJiey we^einnece£sitouaciruunl8tance3; 
but the tradition of the Elders evaded thia requirement, 
and taught, that if the child would give his prupf^rty to 
God, or dedicated it to religiouB pm'poaes, and made no 
provision fur ]ii,e aged parents, ho was hhimftlcss- Thus, 
by this fivasion, nnQifying the requirement, and abso- 
lutely setting iLside the conimaiidment of God, 

It has always been the policy of Satan, ainee the 
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world began, fo braik tbe power of moral goVHTiment 
over mind ; to InlroduL^u confusion, rebellion, aad dam- 
nittlon, into ttio imirurBo of God. 

The influence of irioti-ve over mini, ia in some respecta 
analogous to tho Iiw of gravi6atit>n in tlio m^torbtl 
universe. It dots not indeed operate by pbysiabl /mrc, 
as doQS tlio law of gravilatinn ; bnl etiU, motive U de- 
Signed to iioid thesaiiiojilaeeiK-tlic world of mind, tint 
gravilatiuji holds in the world of matter. And ai, in 
Uis muteriol niilverse, imii-ecsal desolation wunid be 
the comequoime of breaJiing tiie power of grayitation ; 
aom the world of mind, destroy the power ofmotiive 
and nnivorealaJIBi^lij-, and misrule, will AH tlie nniverse. 
Everj-thiog tberofora whiii tends to hide tlia trntli, 
te beelouJ tho minds of mm in i^Botnuoe, to give them 
wTOUoous notions of duty, and of tlic reqiiiremonta of 
God; iJl evasions and nii representations of the true 
natnrs and tendoney of his ci>ram.MJs, are ■■jilouhi.leJ to 
mako tlifim void, to subTert tLi;ir lendency, and to 
ilefeat tiie very olijeet for wldeli they vrete enaotod. 
11ms the corrujit glosses, ajid tratUtionai evasions of tlie 
Jews, had (mtirely biiiultrf the Jewish niitiou. Tlieir 
camaJ interpretation of the hm, their traditional cspla,- 
oationa of the prophets, and of t!io oomumndmenta of 
Gild, had so aha,ped and raoJitiod tho views and doc- 
trhml sentiments of the ncttion, that they had enthvily 
misapptehended tho nature and design of tho Messiah's 
kingdom which they had su long enpecfod. Notwidi- 
etanding tho typical sacrifices of tlie ceremonial law, 
and all the institutions that wire dosigned to point out 
theiULture and design of the iidvent of Olirist; still 
these traditional deluaons had been so groat, and Uithr 
expectations and news of what the Messiah wonld be, 
were so entirely eiioneous, that when he came, ibey did 
not toioiy liim ; liis doctrine they considered as iieresy, 
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his oLuins to tlie Mossialiehip as hliaphcmons. Hcnee 
theimtion rose np, and rejected, and peiwcuted, and 
murdered him. Bnt after liia resurrection, aiid the 
pouring out of his Spirit on the day of PcutMost, tho 
tiadiliona of the Jewish doctors were disi^-irdod by the 
Christian Church. For a shoii time, tho eleir, un- 
adulterated truth of God shonu npon the world. Its 
power' was instantly manifostrd. When sopaialed from 
error, it poured its steady Inatre in upon the dwkntss 
of the moral world, like the mid-day sun. Oonverta to 
Christianity were multiplied, as drops of tlio morninc 
dew. Judaism gave way before it ; tliH multiform 
syateijis of pagan idolatry ahnmk away liefore its glories ; 
and earlii OMight and echoed back tho hallelujahs of 
heaven, But in the midst of this bright day, andwiiUe 
some of tho inspired penmen wero yet alive, the eorrupt 
pliiioaophy of men bejjan to inti-i>diico new traditions 
t.> break tile )jower of truth, MeTi began to interpret 
tliii !T<;i-i|iLnrea liy the eorruiit standards of tlieir eironc- 
oiiB ]ihiloaophy. The tJutli beeamc obscured, its power 
w;La hr()ken, il^ influence over mind less and less mani- 
fest ; until a day of darknoss came, wbieh spread tho 
pall of midnight over ag<H of tlie world's hjst«ry, and 
peopled hell with millions of our race. 

When it was seen that tho goapol bad lost its power, 
inetcid of ascribing it to the fact that it was corrupted, 
that human glosses, and tlio traditions of men, had 
brukoii ite inflnenoe ever mind ; instead of uniierEtand- 
iii;; that the various majiifest inconaistendcs with which 
thdr traditions had encumbered it, had palaed tlio arm 
of its power, aiid blighted the prospects of tho thmxh, 
they went on with their spoeukitions, sat quietly down, 
and very leiu-nedly endeavoured te aocouM for the fact 
that its glory was departed, by naoribing it to tbe mys- 
leriona sovereignty of God. 



G-i TUADmONS OF THE ELDERS. 

Tlioae traditions Tjccamo ntiiltiplicd. to au cllffcmoiia 
Gst^nt in tliu popish chartli, until such a thing as true 
cimTergioTi ti> Gai w.ie hardly known ninoug them. 

Many of these traditiong were reje^ied by tho refocinCia, 
and light onouali hruko in upon tho "worhT, orioe iiiura 
to breuk its slumbers, and, thora ia reason to believe, to 
bring rnanj" senls to Ohriat. But Btill tlie ^ecta wero 
limited, TI19 fiefoimation wae but paxtiaL Tho gos- 
pel liad not yet it^ pritnitive effoet. Something was 
manifestly wsnting, to uiibeclDud tht glorious Sun of 
Bigh(eoiiSneas,iliJLt through the goapal lie might shine in 
his fill! strength. 

The syaleins of mental philosophy that still prevailed, 
and by which etjindivcds men were eontinually intef- 
pTeling tlio word of God» introduced enibarrasflinsiits 
and contradiction, mystery and absnrdity, intd tlie gos- 
pel; pcrplesed and confounded the human mind, and 
lias to the present day clogged tbe chariot wheels of Ins 
mercy, and in a grca-t measnre set aside aJid dcstroyp<l 
the power of the eommaDdnicnt of God, 

T will now mention a few of thu most apparent de- 
signs of tht moral law, together witli soroe of the taadi- 
tions ajid dogmas of men that httvo broken its powrr. 
The following axe among the matiiftist deelgna of this 

1^ To PT:hsbit the benevolence of God. A law is tho 
exprf:63e<l will of the lawgiver. It is a dee]£»ration of 

hia dispoBitioc. towai'da his subjects, embodying and 
holding forth his real Gentinients and fcdings concerning 
them. It is the exact portraiture of Ms heart, "We 
liave oaly to look into the two gccat precepts tha,t com- 
priso the whole law and the prophets, to lairn that God 
is love. These two precepts enjoin pure and perfect 
love i snpreioe love to God, and the same love to our 
feUows ss wo bear to ourselves ; this ia a untvereal mle 



of right for the government of hia kingdom. TTuiversal 
obcdicnH! tn this la,w would of course result in muversal 
hiippincs- Mind is so conaljtuted, thixt benevolent 
affectjoiis are the sources of happines- If the benevo- 
lence, therefore, which tho law recLoirea, were ii iiiversally 
eiercised, and in the degree which the law prtsuiibes, 
nniveri^ good-will, and peace, and joy, would fill the 
cartli. 

The justice of God is dso atrongly eKhibitcd in this 
law- It requirfls of man, jnst thiit love towards himself 
which k reasonable and right; and just that perfect 
r-Rsard in heaxt and life to the welfare of our fellow- 
men, and nothing more nut lesa than is perfectly right. 

Another design of the moral law ig to convince mca» 
of sin. This it doca by putting in tliEsii' hand a pcrfeeJ, 
I'ulu uf action ; by holding strongly before their eyes a 
pnro mum\ mirror that rciflucita the osact moral diaracttir 
.if iiviny thoMglit, word, ard ih'[;d. It is the role by 
ivliinh "viu'y atstioii nmnt bo moasiurcd ; — ibe deliiSite 
nmh of tlko sanetuiwy, in wliieh every tliought and 
nlfj-ction must lie weighed. 

Its deagn is also ti> promote humihty- By ojm- 
pnring the life, thought, and affoctions, with this holy 
law, the sinner finds tliat all is wrong- On heing 
■weighed iu tliia balance, he finds himself VLTinting- His 
aolf-complacenoy is destroyed, and hia pride h hiuabled. 

Another design of the law ia to destroy self-righteous- 
liiiMM, and to ieaeh men their need of an atonement and 
n Havii'iir. 

A further design k to promote holineaa and liappi- 
ncBH among men. To show them the impossibility of 
being happy without i^ieing holy; and that without 
perfect holiuG^ no man shall See tlie Ijord, To press 
every where nptni the hea,rts and eonaciences of men theiv 
obligation to univeisal and pei'G^ct benevolence; and io 
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convict tlifitn of ain in every instance in wliieli tlicj" 
come short ti it. 

In sliort, it is manifestly doagnKd aiiJ takniated to 
dedaiB tlie perfection of UoA, and tlic totiil depravity of 
man. For as it is a Mtliful portmit of the perfection 
of God's inoHil dtarantcr on tlic one hand; 60 it ia a 
faithful wilnoas of the entire depravity of niMi on tha 
otliiir^ 

But all tlicso designs have heen defeated in multltudea 
of instttneoa ly the traditions of men. PharisecB, both 
of the ancient and niodera atainp, have dcfi-ated tlicso 
desigiiB, liy lirtiidly altering ll,e preecpt. Some of 
tliein litive made otedienco to consist in mere onlward 
conformity to tJie ]a«' of God, regardless of the state of 
tlie heart ; but tiia law principally regards the heatl. 
It is tlio iiKirt, or tJie design nith whi.ili an aitinn is 
performed, of which the law taliea cognisaiico. It given 
no rredit for thcs outward nntion unless it proceed from 
a light dssign. It must he the promptings of love, that 
gives eiisfeooe to tlie action. It must be at the biddinL' 
of holy priuciplB tliat tiw action is performed, to bo 
recognised OS virtue by the law of <5od. Does ths man 
pray, or preach, or give alius to the poor, or read liis 
bible, or go tr> eluirch ! nnlesa these or any ottjKr Mlioiis 
are prompted by tlie love of God in tlio heart, tliey arc 
not obedience, they are not viptnc ; for still the kw 
thnndera forth its claims, Thoii slialt love the Lord tliy 
God witli all thy heart, witli ail lliy soul, with all tliy 
mind, and v.-ith all % strongtli, and fliv ndghhonr as 
tliysolf. No ontwoid conduct, tlien, however sanetimo- 
nioua or prcciae, is to be i-egardiid as obcdioico to llic 
hiw of God, unless it flow from love. H most bo 
manifest, tliorcfore, that la make outward morality eon- 
stitute obedience Jo tbis law, is to defeat one of its piin- 
eipal designs. Instead of convicting of sin, it is oaltii- 
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latfld to foster pride. Li^itoad of eshibltlng a,e trne 
chiVfttcter of God, it holds liim forth merely as the pro- 
moka- of cold, dry morality. Instead of maJiing men 
humble, showing them their need of a Saviour, it leads 
to self-complaeency ; to stumble at the doctrine of 
atonement ; to rriisundersliind and reject the gospel. 

It was this view of the monil law, so extensively 
embraced aiid promulgated by the Pharisees, thai led 
the Jewish ration tc reject and crucify the Saviour 
They rejected the rigliteonsneas oE God, and went about 
to estalihsh their own righteousness, by an outward eon- 
fonnity to the law; and thus supposmg themselves tn 
yield obedience to tlia Law, low sliouhl they understand 
the noceasity of an atonomont, the rightcousnesB of 
Ghi-iat, and juBtiKcation by faitli alone ? So it is witli 
tho Pli.arisces of the pi-csont day ; ovorlookinj; the spi- 
iitnabty of Gtxi's law, and sujiposljig their cold, dry, 
uulwaiU morality to ho good in the aglif of God, and 
what tliri law i-i-.|uin.>s ; they wrap the filthy garments 
■>l then- own cighlrananoas about them, walk in tlie 
hglit of their own fiiv;, warm tlieinsulves with spFirks of 
tlieir own kindling, and must lio down in sorrow. 

Agam there are others, who mako the law of God of 
no effect, by regarding it simply as of a negative cha- 
racter, aa designed io prohibit tlie outbreakings of posi- 
tive selfishness, rather tliau aa rci^uiring the eiistonoe 
aiid ijraotioc of all poHtivo bonovoionco and virtue. 
These content themselves with deekuming against ont- 
hreakjng sins ; regarding the law simply aa prohibitory, 
they omt.loy thcmaelvoB in resisting the tide of cormp. 
tion aa it flows from tho deep foimtain of tlie heart, 
witlwiit enjoining and insisting upon tho positive clio- 
racter of the law, as re-iuh^ing every raratiito of God to ' 
fievtitfisllAisjioieiirstah'ia service, and giving himself up 
to doing good aud proinothig the inlui-ests of Chrisfa 
kingdom. 
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The coUginn of tTitiae iiiiliTidiTaJs, n! courts, rmre- 

eponds with ilieirview of tbe Ltw. It fs of » nienjly 
negative cliavacttr ; itiaamucli its tlioy do notliiii^ viry 
itad, 33 they ahstyin irom tliosn ontbi'Caliiiig mus that 
would disgrace them in tin: eyes of men, tboy imagine 
tliemseiveg to be Christions, They are aware that thoy 
do not give th-iniflelves up to acta of bEnerolcTicaj that 
tlioy di) not deny themselves, t^lic up th^iir cro&s dnily 
and follow Christ ; thai tbey do not hold all their pos- 
ssEsioiiB .IS stevvflrds, iMxionnt their time and tiilentu htiiI 
alT they have !Lnd .oi'e as bQlongiog to Chiiat, mid to be 
iiBcd only for his glory. They know that thsy effect 
littlo or iiD good in the world, but that they eontent 
thomselveg with doing uotlijng very bad. Now tliia 
iniJi^uiatioiL tliat this is true religion, and that they are 
Christians, is founded upon their sad end fifndarifqntal 
mistake of tlie na.tirre of tbe law of Gud. Right views 
of Che law would annihilate tlie«« falte liopes, would at 
ones sweep away theit refuge of liea, and biing them to 
a bcttcF acq-uajfltance with tiod and with thomEelves, 
But it is iiiimiftst: that miieh of what ia called religion 
in the present age, ia thifi apurious neg^tiTe kind of 
piety, that ojntents itself wiEh duLag notliing openly 
wrong, itithitut dma^ ickat ur T'^kt- Ask sutJi it, pro- 
fessor whether be is doing any good, he wiU tell, yon 
no, not that be innws of— but tliat he ij^ doing notliing 
ver}- bad. Tlius the high claims of the law are set 
asidcj its design la perverted, and tbe liypomte re&ts 
quietly in hia aiiis. 

Again, the AniinomimtB make void thfi commaiid- 
xncnt of Gnd, by sotting it aside as a mh of aetion. 
Aiitinomiaa in a compuimd word Bignifyiug icii^Vifi 
idw. Tha &oct originated in the days of the ApoBtica. 
Tlieir paeuliMiry- lies in supposing that the gospel was 
designed to release Chriatians from theiv obligation to 
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obey tbo mord liw : it grow mit uf a pccvrasioQ «f tbe 
doctrme uf jiiatificotion by fi.ith. Tb,^ Jewish doctors 
bad taught tliat inen wltc tu bu iitvei tioly by yielding 
u porteet iiutwarJ conformity tu tliu mor.-il and ceremo- 
nial laws. Iq oppuEilion to this, Taal taiiglit, tint by 
tlio worliB of tbo Ittw, nn iiesli isiii be jnstiiiod ; for two 
rcasoiB, fiiHt, bcciiiiae all men Iiad broken the Uw 
already, aid secondly, because no sulBec|«erLt obedionee, 
liowevor perfect, could make nslitution tor past dls- 
obcdleuce, TliataJlm™ uo, tlioiefore, akoadj cou- 
demngd by (lie law. Justification, in the New Testu^ 
moat, io synonymoua ^ith pan!i/» on/l a:tiyitimce. The 
atonement of CLiist ie, tbereftire, the only ground of 
pjidon ; Olid tlioGO who are aavod aic justified, solely, 
by Litli in Christ, incapeetivu of any legal rigbteows- 
neBS of tlicii' own. Tliia Boiitinicnt W!i3 aoon pervected 
by tbo AnliiiLiiiiiiijiH, wlii> iiiainfjiiTuid tbot if mm aro 
juntiHul liy hi.itb abiiiu ivithoiit tiio woilis of the law, 
thiLt ff-uA ivoiliH ivote iiiiiLoues^iiTy, thjtt raitli In Christ 
l» MiibstitiLtiiil Ibi' olu'dioiico to the law of Gud; ovoilooJi- 
i]i^ Lhu I'i.et, tliiit witlttut personal bolinesa no man slioli 
flcc the T.oi-d. 

Multiludea of this sect have exiaind in different iigca 
of Ihe ivoikl, and in almost all iMuta of tlie Church; tlmy 
liave not indeed always been known by this carac, but 
Ibonsands havo aiid sHll do manifest their pceuliaritiea 
of liLiliof and pnctiee. Tliey may In general be known 
by tlic fact, that when holiness of heai-t and life a™ 
oti-ongiy insisted on, tliey complin tliat they are not 
fed, tliEit this is legal picncliing, tUt it ia not tbe gospel, 
l>i[t that it is going back to the law. They seem to 
eutertaiii tlio vab imagiii.^lion, that the gospel is de- 
signed ta reiical the inotal law ; not only to set aside 
the csecutlon of its penally, in the ease of believers in 
Ciirist ; but also, to disehai^c thoni from tliu obligation 
i2 . 
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to obey tlie lii^^ tlicy render tliu commaiidnieiit of ilo 
liffeet- They arriiy Clnibt and his giispel agninst ilie 
■moral goveruineiit of GrtiJ, sijttle down in their ^islf- 
dghtecjusni^Ba, render it impoaeible for fiitlier law or 
gospel tit sanctity tliem, and " uttcil^ praish in their 
own conuption/' For it is manifeet, tliat if a pKrsoii 
professing faith in Cliriat, do not live as Iiolily and 
UubJainiij[.b]7 as if tie Expected to Be a-ived bjfiis -works; 
IQ other o-ordfi, if be is l?ffi strict in life, and iuilnlgcB 
in more sin than if he were lo bo saved by the law, ho 
IS tumiTig the grace of Ood inti) licpntimiSJiess, uiakin^ 
Christ the ininiHtor of sin — pei'vorting and uhuging tho 
gospel, and is Yirtually^ and in heart, aJ» Antinoraiiin, 
Thisiama'kiiigtJie gospel a license to sin and tohreak tJio 
law, and thus Christ ifi aet forth aa the apologiftt for sin, 
3S saving those who m^ke bis gospel the groand of 
enconnigi^mtiiit for committing thoao sin? wbieb Ihoy 
would not dace to commit did they depend upon thyir 
own obediKfiOfi for jnstitieatiqn. 

Again, otlievs ma^o void tlie law of God, and rendtT 
it of no effect, by denying ite jienalty. There are two 
kinds of IfiLiveraaliats, who hold tritUitiona that nullify 
the powci; of moral govonimcnt. ThopenaSty of a law 
is the motive held out by tlie lawgivijr to induce ube- 
dieiioc to tlic ]>rocopt} the greater the penalty, tlie 
JOOrc weighty unci in£ncntial ia the motive to obedience. 
The leas tJic penalty, the feebler and the more inopera- 
tive are the motivcG, Destroy the penalty entiroly, and 
yon destroy iill motive lo obedience, 03copt what is 
containrd in tlie n:iturc of the preecpt. If indeed the 
penalty is destroyed or taken awii,v, it ia no longer a 
law; it is a virtual repoil of tlie law, for the pr«eept 
without a penalty is only advice, which may be received 
or rejocted at pleasure. 

Tlie tyfo ]<ind3 of UnivcrsaJiafci to which I have ud- 
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vcrtefl ure, HR ftd.l-Ue3^ aud liniilnrians, or risto^^iojiista. 
TLn fi^nnpc maiiit^Liii, that men ni^ithpr deserve, nor 
rceeivQ, any irtlir-r punisliment for ain tlisn what tiej- 
reccive in tlii* life. The latta-, tliat there will be a 
limited iiunishiiient in n tntara world ; tliM wbcn they 
have been punialicd aMordiug lo tiieir sina, they will bn 
trajislated from bell to heaven : both gcetA u^rceins in 
tbo oUeged tatt tliat oil mankind will hn aayed. Tim 
7"> hdl-itcs set aside entiiely the jtenali^ of the law of 
Cod, and regard the sufferings of this lile us the natural 
und only evil i?onEcquencca of ain to man, TIio latter 
fritter Bwny the penalty, and rednne it to an indefinable 
soniettiiiig, tbe amount or duration of wliich thej do not 
jkretotid tu know- If it be not el^nEj, however, it is 
bat a finite, innt^ad of u.n infinite sajictioii. Ilowevor 
fiing it imty Ijo, if it IniB an ond, it in infinitely loaa 
tliaii otcirnal- H'il Im lint tirnipoTjAry, it is inflniteTy leaa 
nob'iiiri, awfiLl, iiiiin-inuvo, colnmandiug, ajid infineutjaj, 
i.hmi Jill it.i'iniil ihi'ii.LJty. 

Tbo raiictidiLS of nioml law, I have said, are drsigned 
l.ii holil tlie aanio plaec in tlie moral, that tbo law of 
^j-iivJtiLtion Joes in the material world. The modeof 
their operation is not the Bume, for gravitation acts by 
force, it ia the law of niE,tter, and can only ba adminis- 
tered by force. Moral law is the law of mind; its 
sanctions act not by foiue, but are deagnod and calcu- 
lated to secure a voluntary obedience : and ae the law 
of jiTBVitation holds tlio sun. moon, and planetaiy system, 
in tlieic atatioiia and courses; so the motives of moral 
governmonl ore designed to preserve in their stations 
and in obedience tie voluntary ageola undet the govem- 
rnont of OixL Thus, while the reality of tlie threatened 
penalty was kqit steadily before the mind of Adam, ho 
persevered in iibedienee; lia stood lilie tlic stara and 
plaaeta in their sialioii, balanced by tlio universal law 
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of griTlUtiou. But aa bo™ as liie winfiilraiop in tiiat 
wsa lost, bo foil. Atiniiiiljite the kw of grayitalLon, 
and amis, and mnoiis, and plaoets, nisriiiig ftom tbdr 
orbifE, would i-uii lawkta thtuugli the imivisrse ; iinircr- 
Eal diaiariler md confusion would be the iiHtaatanooiis 
tonao^nencc ; wave after wavo uf desolation wuuld roll 
over the umvoraa of God. So Adam, standing at ilio 
heaij of moral bangs, as it regards this workl, rrtood 
fast wbife the deep conviction of the i4irerif*ned pcmtltv 
weighed npon Ms miad ! But alas ! in an evil lioui, the 
pmialty was doubted, and lost its influence ; and like 
Uie snn nishiBg from liia orbit, and filling the universo 
"with dismay and disitli. Bo he, 3a Boon as tfio force of 
moTal government was broken, rushed from the orlsit of 
bis obedicucp, and filled tbe world witii Brimea, and 
gEoans, and desulation. 

Tbe Univorsalists accm d^^rous to i-eliove tlie world 
of it« aDxiotjes, eitlier by wholly denying or infinit^ily 
mitigating tlie penalty of the law of God. But it ia 
most manifest that oould they succeed in prodnoini; 
nniveriial conviction of the tnitk of tlicir aentiinRnts, 
Uioy would completely annihilate tlie power of mnral 
goBernment. Could thoy convince the world that God 
never tbreatoned men with elernid death ; tliat the 
snfferings of this world aro all or nt.irly all tliat sin 
deBCFvea ; that Goi never designed to punisij in a I'ututo 
"world j is tliia sentiment calculated to promol* oljediencs 
to IJie law of God ? As wull. iniglit yon say, that to 
tiike away tke penalties of human laws is calculated t« 
secure obedience to their pretepls. Is anniliikting the 
motives to obedience calculated, as a matter of philo- 
sophy, to secure obedienoe ? Suppose a statesman 
should go through the country, maintaining that penal- 
tjis att,Telicd to Uwa were wholly uiraeccsaary ; tiiat it 
waa quite as well or better not to threakii men «itJi 
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evil in ease of disubedieiice. That to exhibit the omi- 
nbleneas of vh-tue, the mildncea and hnniauiiy of the 
government waa all that wa3 rniuuTid. That the penalty 
against murder was entirely unnecessary ; and that the 
necusations of his own conscience, and the pains, and 
tiTJubics, and distressiia, tliat the Tememlffance of a 
oi'imc "would bring upon its pcrpeti-ator, wet^ ir* ranch 
as tlie erlme deserved i that to esliihit other penalties 
■wa^ wholly nnneccssary, incspedieni, and unjust. Would 
lie not lie regai'ded as a madman, a* a fit aciLjcct for 
Bedlam ! Woald not every man rcgaid his doctrine as 
dangerous, or, if innocent, only so because it was incre- 
dible and ridiculous ? Would he do the world a favour 
by persuading tlicm tfl act upon this principle ; to strike 
uiit tbe penalties of all their laws? Would he not rather 
hf nigiLi'diiil aa tho eiinmion enemy "i mn.ii, ILS aiming Itr 
(i|ii>n tlic iloocl-HiiUiH of iiiii]uity, and inundate the world 

i^itli Ci'LrilLl, 

I k in a iniloriiiiis fiuit tliat even the penalty of death 
is iiiit ill till cams suflicient to prevent tho perpetraUon 
of innrder ; and is it philoaophy, is it common sense, in 
it to be believed, ia it possible, that to do away thia 
penalty, or to mitigato its pains^ or Ut substatu.f« a leas 
motive in its place, would ho aufliciciit .to prevent the 
oi'ime ? So it is seen to be a naked matter of fiict, that 
tliu penalty of eternal death does not, in those eases 
■whia'eit iufdmiDedta In fflsiwi;, restrain from sin. This 
intiiiito penalty has not suifiaent weight and power to 
cdiinttmct the Belfishnees of the human heart. And 
now, by what mad logio of earth or hell do these men 
arrive at the sage conclusion, that to do away this 
peiiidty would have a tendency to promota obedience to 
(jod? It is ill vain to say, that thn oxcollonee and 
blossediicsa of the precept is a snflieieiit motive to secure 
obedieuoo ; tliia is not only coutinry to fact, but eon- 
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tenry to all pliilosopliy. It is iuJniLt(nl that tliere is a 
Iiigh ajid povturful niotivo hcM out in tlic precept ilaclf j 
tiie liappineas of virtue ia ot itatlf a groat indnoLTnent to 
bo virtuous ; tut sUll tliis is only one pMt of tlie aano 
tion of tJie law ; fTom ttio nature q( mind it is indis- 
pensulilo, Tiot only that rewaciis to ubsdipnoc sliould bo 
oflbred, but tbat evil slinuid be threatened to illsobe- 
diencc ; and especially ia tlila most manifest in a imi- 
VBTSB wliero virtuo ia to bo felted by fcmpl.ition. Is it 
not octlaiii, then, thjit could they succeed in e^tahlishiog 
the doeta-lue ot the old serpent, that the wioliod eliall 
not die, they would malic tbo conunandment of God of 
no effect, and introduce uvjiveiaal rebellion and misrulo 
into Ihe enipn?e of Jeliovah. If an infiMita penalty docss 
not aufGdently rtsfjain the selftslineeg of the hnnian 
heart, wliat delirioug babble is it to aaythat a_;fKitoone 
woiilff do it I If tbo tiiroateued pains of eterwil death 
be not sufficient to stay the overiowings of slu, shall 
the simple conaderatjon of the paim of tlih slioH life 
roll baok the insurgent wavee of robellion aijainst high 
heaven, and boget peace on eartll, and good-wUI to men! 
it cannot be. 

Will it here be siud that the jicnaliy of etenml ilcnth 
only appose to the feiiin uf znai ; thai men cannot be 
frighlencil into obedience to Ced ? The tiiith is, iliat 
both fear and bepe are innate iu the bunmi mind, and 
jije both implauti^l there iia prindplea upon which moral 
govermneiit can act. Sdf-hai, or tlie love ef hapinjiess 
and di-ead of mi^tiry, diEferg entirely in itfl nature from 
sel^shue^. To these, to both hope and fear, both law 
and ^spo], continually make their appeals. 

We have before us a Ktritmg illustration of the 
death-blow given by Univei'SJilist sentiments to tlio hiw 
iff Ood- Their preaf^hing univeisal salvation never 
makes men holier and Lollev ; never convincoa of aiii 
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And prftTiiotis rcTiv^bTa of religion; uovcr engage men 
in prayer and effort for tbc cnTiglitening of tbo world, 
and tlie salvatioiL uf iinraoctjil semis. Whoever line w 
tbc law of God, n>bb&l of its penalty hb cxliibited by 
tbo Universiili&ts, lo refi'rm a drunkEird, tobuko and 
ttjclaim El dfcli4iuu!i«! ; to bciiig the bigli -banded Biii[i(?r 
upon hia knees, anil }inmbln him tta a little ehild ? Who 
liE-s not seen a tase of tliia kind ? A misinber of an 
orthodox chucob bad bi^en a praying man ; attended 
clinroli, wag eobcr^ boncst, virtuous, nnd appniently 
teligious. But, by-and-by, be absentpd biiii^lC from 
the meatiuga for praytTj next be lied the sanctuary on 
tlie Sabbath ; on inquiry it Was found that he neglected 
prayur in his fitmily ; un Tiirtbor suMeh it van found lie 
di-aiik too nmi;b i be began to doubt whetJior there wis 
ail ttcrmd lii'll ; nnd on htApg flxcflTninnnicated he 
iDomiio n UniviirHiJiat. 

?Ji)w who yvoi' t\iivj tliu ifviirsj of tbia ? A Univer- 
pjiliht, ji ntjiii iA' pmyei'? of Eobcr, pvayj^Tiil, rdigious 
lifd, whii at.ti-'iidud Uiiioia-itdisi prater -iyicetinjf^ and 
ti'ii (I to proiiioto rcvivalfl of rel^on among tbeni, who 
kijpt up fauiily and cloaet prayer^ to by-fti»d-by nila^i in 
lii« esertioiiB, grow cold in zeal, neglect their prayer- 
mcotingg, atay aw-ay from the houso of God, drink tou 
mueli, eD:bbraec the senTament of an eternal hell» and on 
being fflcoomnmnicatcd tvoin the Universalists, join the 
ortbndnx ? I say, wbo ever saw tbiti ? not one. There 
ia no tondiTicy in their sGutimeiits to it ferm mankind. 
Tiiis ia ]ilain in philusophy, and abundantly establiaJied 
by Tjiuta. Tbey may esibibit their traditions till the day 
ot' jiJ^lginrnt, and so isx from promating' bolinois among 
men, they will i>nly open the fiood-gattis of iniquity. 

But 2rnJly. Tf'.s Gijap]]L ^ fjem miMk of no e^t ly 
tJie ti'ttdiiions ofirmi. Thia bas been done by ovurlnok- 
m^ its two-fold disigii. It ia designed first to establish 
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tho Llw. It laya down the SAmo rulo of action, ruquirus 
tbe samebolincs of heart fliidlifej^indaima at restotiTi;^ 
men to perfect obediflni^i:: to tho morni kw. It does not 
abrogate ov repeal tho law, but enforoia oLcidiCDCc by 
KEbibitintj not only the (triginaJ s^nctiona of the l;iiv, 
but liy adding the peuulinx, Eolenin, moving, molting 
oiifig of thi^ gospeL 

Its scRond design is, to fn'ovido -l aid^stitutc for tlji? 
execution of its penalty, to offer paidon on terms that 
aro consistent 'wHh the honour of ths moral governor, 
and eatculated to promote tho stability and influence of 
hi9 govemnient- To loec sight of either of these designs 
is manifestly to render the goapel of no effect. 

Some have viewed tbe gospel as merely a as^tem of 
mercy, as ofietiug a. patdon for eiii» irrespective of its 
doflign and tendency to moke men holy. ITiey have 
talked, aiid preached, and prayed, £i.bont tlae mercy of 
God ; ihcy havB cxiiibitpd it as u remc/Jp^ witliout con- 
Tiiicing the flinner that be "was .di^icosed; liEivc in'ged 
him lo ai^ept a pardou without convincing him of ein ; 
and thus, by overlooking the holin^s which the gospel 
fncnlcatos and enjoins^ oKhibiting the pardon Df tho 
goEpal without reqiiirmg its dnties, they have made the 
goBpal of no effect- TIk gos|)el, thus pecvcited* liaii no 
tendency to save niimliind^ ovorlookiug its morEtlity, its 
mei-cy and its pardon can never save tlie soula of men; 
justification without ?ancti5cation, forgivcnes withont 
holiness, is not only absurd, but salvation npon audi 
conditions i,e impoesihle. These^ to be sure, lay ^reat 
■attoas npon the ELionement, admit the divinity of Josiib 
Christ, and exalt a dead faith oven above obedience to 
the law of Gud, Tliis class of profeasca-a iBay in general 
be knowfi by their great zeal for what tlioy term fiound 
doctrine, and at tbo same time a manifest rfdiictance t<» 
hearing the self-denying dntiss of the go^w! fombly 
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ineiiloLtcd. The doctrines of Giid'a sovereignty, the 
peryeveranco of the saintB, and their kindred doctrinM^ 
ax-e tlie only truths which they relish^ and only a dis- . 
torted Eind perverted vlnf^ of thcSC con feed them. TLey 
lay much more stroBS on doctrine than on that practice 
whioh It is the solo object of doctrine to pfoduce- It ia 
eleav that they rofit on the ahadow and reject the sub- 
stance. They su'e only hearers, but not docrg of the 
■word, deceiving tlielr own selves^ who shall utterly 
IxnisL in their own cormption- 

TLcfo is ttnothut tradition over and against this, that 
fro/esses to recognise the i/iordlUp of the 'gospel* but 
denies aodnuUifiesits moat moving motives t* obedience. 
Tlicy pfawjb good works, but deny tlic power of faith 
and the aton'^vnent of tho Son of Gud. But hcru> the 
]>owov cjf thii tfiiMin'I in jiH sinlly inan'ed ai^ in tlic ether 
uiuui, priifi'Mi'dlv iLilLiiiiLing itn molality, but, denyiugits 
■niuitlntii, iLiiniliiljilirH Uh powir. Tho most moving 
moUvM ol' tliri u<»M|>ii] is pii'e^i'nteil iu the doctrine of 
litdlLiiiiNiiit, libit "lit thia* and tho gospel has no power 
!■■ n\ivt- aitil I'l'i'lahii, jis facta abundantly testify. Tlio 
('[Hit in, that these ]>ELrties are at aai equal remove ftrom 
the truth- Tho one donics the morality, and the other 
ri^octs the leading rtiotives; aad thus the power of the 
bloEHed gospel is dcEtroyed* jmd the abettors of both 
thcSB nysteme axe yet in theit sins. That wliich admits 
Iho morality, but rejects tbe atonfiment, is a sy&tem of 
solf-rigbteousneas ; whDe* on the otheT liand, that 
wbich admits ULcatoTiciuciit,biit overlooks the nece&sity 
of personal hohness, turns tho graoe of God into Ucen- 
tioriBuoss. 

3rdly. Othoi-s have nullified and broken the power of 
"the giepel by intJ^duciog traditions, having a direct 
tendency to prevent its being accepted. One of tbcHe 
la, the dootiiiie ol ^h^i^cul d^ro^t^. TJiis tradition 
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inoulenteB thaiiifpr^vity is cons(iiativ>i/i! ; tti^tt it cnioi'S 
into the wtn-y subiliuicc of the huiiiiw soiil ; aollll^thing 
ureatej in IJiom. A natural ajipfrtitfl or craving forsin^ 
liko f lis appetite fur food in the body. 

linmedjately attai^lied to tliis, jawing ort (.f it, tuid 
fouiidsd upon it, is tho traditJon of inabnitj- on tlie purt 
of tlio sLnnsT to ncecpt the gospel. Tliese maintiun tlist 
tho sinner is no mora able ta embtute Uie gospel than 
lie is to BMkK a world. Some of this class ra.ll on sinners 
to repent, but are careful to tell them they cannot 
repent ; eaJ[ ou them lo believe, but sro anre to remind 
thorn that tliey are unable to belie™ ; and thus, as some 
have bumoi-onslj' and. truly said, tljey pccaoU 

Yoii ':itn, nii^ you CBIl't - 
Ydu diaH, ailrt }V\1 idian't ; 
"Von niil],iii]d ydn von'ij 
Yoa'ilbcd^aniuflliryoii Jon'b. 

Tactod on to tbia ia the dogma of phisu^d regensro^ 
iioii, anotJier deaUiKdealing triulition oi' tho eldoi'e. Tliia 
is a netussaiy part of the SMlie Byatem, for if tliB naivre 
itsaJ/ bo deprayed ; if dejiravity is coHjJiiiiiiona!, and 
aoinetbing rmiUd with the mmditsdf, then regeneration 
must bo phjaical. It inuat remedy Uie itefeot in the 
conatitiition. It must be tlic dcatrnyirig of the emislita- 
tiiaial efanoff for an, and bucIi an aJteraUeji of Ibe 
powers of moral ageiity, i^, to say tlie liirkst, will render 
obedicnoe and ho]iric?s possible. Now it is cleiir, that 
no greater obstacles oonld be pieseut«d to tlie reception 
of tbo gospel tlian arc found in tiioac three domnas 
juat named, lia. phyaieid iqiramli/, conas/fz/mt imdi- 
lUy, and coailitHtionol regemratian. Tliey all lead 
inevitably Md logiuallyio theeJoioiae of a spirit of aelf- 
juatifiontjon. A man his no right to blame himself foi 
hia depravity if it be const itntiuna.1. If it be something 
cicalod in hiiji, and born with him, llio irresistible 



iiif[T('ncu ia, that it is somelbing for wliioli ho is not to 
Ipliiine. If this notion of doprmity bo tine, ho must 
iirid ought lojnetify himself. To repent of aueb depra- 
vity is ini]>OBsible. Xmsn might as -well be called upon 
l.ii roi^Mit of the eolonr of his skin, uf tho colour of his 
iivnu, ov for any of tbe bodily senses which he poaaeeaca. 
iita; if hia depravity bo aixslitiilifnud, is it any nioFe 
jn«l. i-eas^nahle, or peaaible, for him [o ropont of his 
jU'tnal tran^isaons. Tf they are the natiirjtl results 
111' iL [lepiTLved and defective constitnijou, lie is no -more 
to iiliiioc fi^r tliem, than for tho effects of any bodily 
ilihimu with whieh lie may be bom. Now in whit 
iifflit must tho J^iapul b" iDgariled, that ealls upon man 
lo nipeiit of •■jya/lkalion/il dcpinvity nnder pain of eter- 
nal dmith ; nnd, tii compioto tbo absurdity and insult, 
inriirioH IhMri LLJi Lloi KitiiLii l.iini^ tlmt ho has no power to 
II I pun t ? Til -ii-pi'iid (Mlvalioii upon iiniKiesible eoudi- 
biotiH, at omiLi lOHulLs hii* imihirstiinding and mocks hia 
hoiiiid. I" tliiH tbii gei|iel of tho blessed God? Impos- 
■ihhi I It in a libel upon Almighty God 1 

.Hut [niol.liiT inevitable tendency of tiie^e traditions ia, 
to lead tlioBc who ambraee thorn to adopt the waiting 
syBtem. IE he ia reaili/ mnalilil to obey God, of wliat 
nun are hiaeffiirta? Whde hobclietes biniaelf unable, ha 
iiniBt ri'jTird it as of no use to try ; efforts are idle, and 
wo]>to than idle. Tliat he must qnictlj' wait for God to 
iilirkii),whiaheart,is both the logical and irtcsiatible infer- 
Mii'o ft'oin Buch preiriisea, and God alone is to blame for 
iiiii [■onliiuioii InipenileDce. 

Agftiu, llulversalisin is another logical and irresiaiible 
iiifereiieo from lliosc dogmas. AsHioiing as a fiici, tint 
in.in nii> eoiiKtitntionally rlepra-vod, unable to obey the 
j(OH|icl, iindiii; the neMsdlty of waiting for a phyaeal 
regoiieratiori, one must eltlier adopt the conclusjon that 
God ia an uifinite tyrant, or thai all will bo aavcd. 
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Again, tliese traJltioos liavo a mniiiftst tfiiideiicj to 
conduct a Uiicltuig minii Into iSs I'egiims of infidelity. 
What ! GJielaims a mm nf tliought, nni I tfl Wieve tint 
ab«(ik mntiinlng sucli absutditisa te tliess, is frcni God! 
TTiat GftI /tta imde men eiiitiers ; liimjMiie of serving 
Km, Enapeiidert their mlvation npOD iniiKeaibtc condi- 
twn^ made it indiapcnsiihle tliat thi^y slioxild Imvo n 
physical regeneration, !liic1 then damns them for being 
sinners, and fur not eomplying witli theso impossible 
oonditions f Konslroiis ! blaspliemona ! BelieTt this who 
am ! Tlius having neifJicr indination, nor pedicipe time 
lor examining tho Dible for himadf, and hearing ince^- 
SEtDt changes rung upon theao dogmas, he becomes dis- 
gusted, and very naturally tonoLndes tbot if tliese ars 
the doctrines of tlio Bible, its i^liglon is but a droain. 

Ones more. These dogmas ma ealonkled to beget, 
and often havo produced, tho most liigii-haadfid and 
dreadful rebellion againat Ahuigl.ty Ood. Snii™, si,]>- 
poBing these to he true, and sappoaing thnt God would 
damn tliem if they did not i^pent, and jet ware unahip 
toropent; tlial he had marie them sinners; that thdi- 
very nature ».^ Itself dcpravutl, Mid for tliis depravity 
they wei'e espoacd to nud tlircateneJ wi.t!i eternal 
'lenlb : they have liccn leil in i.iimj' inataneca to ceitsc 
Ijim to his face. Aud, what ia wondei-ful, this \ay 
natural, and I must siy, reaajnahle oppoalJon, upon 
the aaacmiptioii (hat these aimtimeuts are true, hira been 
dwdt npon by tiieir abettors aa evidenec of their truth. 
Auother, and the last tradii^on to whieh I shall c.ill 
your aitentJun at the present time, is what is generally 
called irresistible grace. This doctrine maintains tliat 
smneis are icreMstibly mnvorlfld ; that if they are of 
the number of the eket, they will bo converted in spite 
of themselves. By irresiatihie grace I understand aird 
mean .nothing more than that it is not, in those oases. 
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I'MHistcid. Hot it has heeiMnaintaincd by some that it 
"MB properly irrcsistiWo. This is evidently a limb oC 
phyEdca] regenerjition. If tliat is true, this must he 
true also. But what is mure calculated to quiet s, man 
in Ilia sins, than the idea of irrtaiatible gi'ace in n?cene- 
riLtion 1 That do wliat he will, ilve as he will, resist 
iiH he will, — stiU. if lie is to be converted, he will ho irrc- 
WJHtLlily wrought upon, converted, and saved in spile of 
Imuacif. I cannot conceive of a sentiment mote directly 
™leulated to brenii Uie power of the gospel, to strongtlien 
tho eiimec's bandfl inhia rebellion, and settle htm ij^uietly 
down upon his lees until he siidia to tho depllia of hell. 
It is boliiivod that in miliiona of inatanees the traditions 
[if iihysienl or eonstitittional depravity and inability, 
with thiii' hiiidrod uiTors, have hid men very consis- 
toiitly to jni*tiiy tlujliiselvea, and eondentn God. Hence, 
wluili thiiy have bocTi calh'd [i|iiin fj i-oiient, and believe 
Lho Hiii»]iii|. tiM'ji liitve riiplicd that tlniy were "willhig, 
iirul wjiil.iMj; (lod's time, Tlie inference from their 
pi'eliuMi'rt WikM irresistible, tliat tliey must wait, and eop- 
n'ljueiitly a compromise ensued ; iaatead of calling upon 
hiiH, and iuasting upon his immediate ro]ieiitance ; 
instead of urging him to malie to him a new hsart and 
a new spirit, on pain of eternal dealli, he hna been t^ild 
to ]jray, lo use the meaua, to oall upon God for the 
inlluences of hia Spirit, and -wait for sovereign grate to 
change his heart. Thus, when the sinner liaa felt 
straitened, and aliut up to the faith, and ready lo 
ImnjL down under the pressure of tlie requiremont to 
repent and. believe the gosi)el ; his conBcieuoe has been 
roliovod ; tho pressure of obligation miligated, and the 
agonizing oliligatiou to instant snhniissioii deferred. 
The sinner hit* found his pains removed, his obligation 
to preaont duty ]>ostponcd; he haa turned away in the 
iibO of means, ijucuched llio Spirit, prayed UiiUseif to 
K-2 
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alcep, and Bunlito tLa depths oflioil. Ami nn woudep ; 
fur tin; reqijircnieiita uf Had lie set ^isMp» and Jtnother 
rnlu of duty sutatitutpd in its p'ace- Tlie rfqaureraeiit 
uf tlie gospel ig» repwut kow^, luid believe, tliiit your aoul 
anay live- lE gives not tha einneT ft momenfa time to 
WJiitj it ]iresea upnn liiva with all the weiglit oC Je- 
licfvaJi'e aiitbority, matEiutly to ground hla Wftipyiis, and 
submit t^ God. Ha feela iiedged m aa with a ttoII of 
fire ; he pjintu, and atriiggleB, and is dtiveu to extremity ; 
lua prays, but still the gospel oriee B^mi iff/td hikm / 
ho goes to ohurab, and teads hie Bible, and ibttonds npun 
the meaD% ; but his con&dence finds no relief, the com- 
maudmeiit tiiui^s thiuidecing on his e&r, Re^ttandhdieDe 
ih^ffo^pd. Whatever he does^ or omits to do ; TrhECever 
he goe?, the requirement atill follow* him and increases 
his distres^ But here comes in the eharming, aoolhin^ 
opiate of i-nahiliip. He mcete flomc ono who tells him 
to use tht means; that Gud is a auveryign, that ho 
cauiiot repent himifclf ; thsit he mui^t not think to tal:e 
the worlf out of the hands of God; that if he prays, and 
waits at the gospel pool, he has no reason to bti discou- 
raged; that by-and-by he haa every reason to hope that 
God will change hirs heart, Ali» pays tlie sinner, ia it 
so ? I fwe! ri^lieved. I felt as if ten tlionsand ■voices 
were crying in my ears, Hep&ni, rej^mt ! And the mfjre 
I prayed and used the me3.ns, the miirs guilty I felt : 
for 1 supposed that God requicod notliiiig leee than wu 
absolute, and uneonditionaJ, and instant^jieous subniia- 
aion. But I thank you for your comfoctixig eonver^tion. 
If this ia all, to pi^jy, sirid use the mea.ns, and wait God's 
tifne, I can do it without distraction- Tims another 
requircmontbeingsnbRtitotedfurthat of God, the power 
ef the gospel is broken; and the eommajidnient that was 
about to crush the sinnet in Ihc dui-t, that had hedged 
him hi, and gavt hiru no gleam of hope, hut in instant 



Kubiiiissiun, i^i nsiidered of iiu effect hy this tradition. 
'I'hu ^nnor breatlies oasioi, feels relieved from the prea- 
Hure of present obligation, drinks tho lethcan draught 
iiE' the soul-killirg poison, and goes down to hell. 

Ttho hclicvoBliimEolf in^^ff ^?/oa~«ifl)Mepf fJwE^ when 
ill the use <)f menus, the mure iiidustriouafy ho usia the 
TUi'unS) the liis real conviction of sin he wilf hj.ye ; if ho 
Mii|)po!iuB this ia what ia required of him ; of eoiiran, while 
fill iM thus performing what he soppoaea to be duty, 
ho must euppoaa himself to he gi-owing licttcr. Tho 
niorc he multiplies hia impenitent pray^^rsj and tears, 
and effortai [he mnre acceptable he must suppose him- 
Hdlf to bo to God, Thus his fcarg gradually subside ; 
liJH gnod opinion of himself increaBos ; his delusions 
[|f'r|ioii ; and '^ wliili^ his judgment of a lung time linjrer- 
rtli ri"t, liml liii* diuiinatiou nhimborotb not ;" he is gta- 
diiallv, hnt Hiircily, HEtijcing into tlio alumbora efa stirled 
iTiopuiMiiii'n, ijfiL. Imi'l<'n<'il lii'arti and itbout to ciypeaec 
n.rMl "iifrtj, iinLil mimIlIvii ile&tj'ijetloueome upon him that 
liii cruiJiiiL eQt'ji.pO' 

I, You 6C0» Sixjin tliia subject, why some deny total 

depravity. The principal reasons are two- Tlio first 

JH founded on inattention to the spirituality of God's 
Iri^Wj cunfiiiing Ibeic attention to the prohibit*)ry applii^L- 
tions of it, ns eontajned in tins ten ennimjindmRnta, and 
LoUjuidcring it as deaigaed merely to F&rtrain outbrtaliiftg 
eiiLs ; ovciL'loeking the ahaoluts, po&atiwe pecfection that 
it enjoins, in thought, wocd, and deed, they, in reality, 
substitute another rule of conduct, in the place of the 
law of God. Thus uompariug thcmselvis with ii fjilto 
standard, tliey <kf courae mistalic their own character. 
Instead of i^loai^ly weighing their thoughts, tUtit aff-^'C- 
tiona, and all the movements of their minds, in the 
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delii;rbti; scabs o? the saticiuftry : instcsul of bcioging all 
their heart and all their snnl imder tlie cloar bl-iau of 
tJifl law of God ; they weigh themsdvcs in thn ci>mi]it 
scEile of their own iiiiftginingG, and Gmk down to deatii. 

2. AnotliEr reaBtrn tvliy ti'ieii dony tiitnl di^pravity, 
in, tiiivt tlicy cannot see how the cOKstitit-tional foimrs 
of llio mind should be m themsshes sinful ; nor how it 
13 that ft God of justice conld make Hien with a jzaiurs 
in itself totally dppriLVod, Nor can I. If tliig be wbfl.t 
ia mf^ont by depravity, ! not oiily deny total depravity, 
but; in tills view of it, all depravity. 

3. You so« why eome Bue no nped of an atonemeiit 
for shi, Thoy ha^c untirely mianndepfltood the iifl^hirfi 
of God's law. Thig was the reason why IIjo Scribes 
and PliajiEMB Burned to hove had no right itotion of the 
naeeeaity of an atcmenient. Their ayeteni was mere 
6elf-righl«>unneB9. Theyj therefore, esteemed the an- 
nouncement of the Deity of Jesus Chi-iHt, and tJte dou- 
trine of hia atoiiL^mentj as blasphomonH- 

4. Yon see from tblis subject why tlie doctrines of 
graiM, a6 they are caJlcd^ h?ad to n pure morfilily. Soimj 
have regarded the dadjrino of tlio viearions enffcrniga 
of Jesua Christ, his msiking an atonement for sin, and 
jnaking the conditioue of BEilmtion in be Taitlj and 
repfintaifce, jis ji, dangfliroiis doctHm:!, tidfjulatcd to en- 
courage men in iniquity^ I>y holding i>ut to them the 
hope of he&ven, thoiigli they may euntinnc to the last 
horn' of tlreir Uvea in rebellion against God. Tlina, they 
look upon the dodrines of graeo iia calculated to over- 
thrnw the very foundations of morality, and se highly 
prejudicial to the well-being of society. But the fact is, 
as all experience shows, that tliosc who most coidially 
eaobj-acG the doctrines of grate, exhibit the pui'est mo- 
rality, Tlie reason ii», they have right views of the 
spirituality of God's law ; and^ notwithstanding they 
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understand the conditions of the ^iispel to be repuntance 
and faith ; btill they rcganl God's law, in all the length 
itnd breadth of ife spirituality, as the mlc of their livea- 
Upon this they keep their eye, as upon a pure mirror ; 
ill this they see their exact moral image; tliin leads them 
to watchfuluesB, to prayer, and to walking with God- 
And wliiltf the purity of its precepts a-nnihiLttos every 
liupe of being saved by iheir own works ; they see and. 
feel that, until they aiepar/ecil^ mn/brnMf? to tlie full 
length and breadth of its requiremonts, thev never ofiJl 
be perfectly bajspy. 

5. You see why tljoau who reject the doctrine of th^ 
atonement, and depend upon their own worka^ and the 
gi^noral momy of God, for salvation, eKhibit a spurious 
and his morality. The fiict is, it is their looae and 
vague notions of tho J^piritaahty of God's law, which 
lies at the foundation ol' thoir rejisctiii^ the doctJrine of 
atononicnt : and nw tJunr vi.w i^f the rule of duty 
is defoutivu, Ihtiir moi-iility will Iv- in like manner 
defect! VG. 

G- You ewe from thift snbjeet, w!iy it is that some 
pcofeasots of religign* when they are pressed up to holy 
Eying, their eins pointed out, and they are required to- 
ohey the law of God; cry out, This is not the gosjjel j 
this is prisiching tlie law ! t^ll ns uf the mercy of God; 
we want lo hear about Christy Tiot about the law. The 
iact is, such peffions are Antruomiang. They regard 
tho goepel simply as a systtfin of pardon, ajid ovorlnok 
the groat design of its making them holy, and bringing 
them hat:k t^i perfect abudiunce to the law of God. 

7^ From what has been said, we may understand, 
why it is, tliat for no many hundred yeare^ the gjispel 
liaa liad so Uttle inliuencc over the minds of niEn^ For 
fnany ccnturiei^ but liitlo of the real gospel has been 
preached ; tli^t is, iL haa i>een eo mixed with tlie tradi- 



V 



1(K! 



TltAumoNS OF TnK tT^pTgija. 



tions of mon, fo much thid is linnisn, so mncb tliat is 
fiJsa, has liorai odded to it, and Inttrmiiiglod with it, as 
to break iti powtr. All the miiltLtudinoira errors anil 
false notJons that Imve clustered around llic d(n:triHe of 
physioa,! depravity, lave cviay ens of theni served to 
sliield the ebaer from tiic orrowa of tlie AlmigLity. 
Phymxil d^mly, pii/faca! Te^msralim, the sinner's 
mahUiii/, and all tlieir kindred errors, liave formsd so 
inioy liidiiig-placas, under ivhicb, millions upon millions 
have iron entronehed, until (Jib hiiil has swBpt away 
thoic refuges of lies, and the ivalcrs of Ahnijihty wraUi 
have OTerlloived their liiding-pkcca : and it is not to he 
douhtod, that thousands of milliona of our raee are now 
groaning in hell, that ini^ht iuvs heal saved, but far 
tliese traditions of iiie elders that have made void tie 
commMidmont of God, Tlie design and the fendenej 
of the gospel is, to hring men to mimediato repentanee. 
It kys upon Ihem no poijuirenient siorl of fJiis. It 
never oFiUs upon tlieni to doanythingfeei than to ■■spent, 
and obcj- the gospel. Bnt mon, holding, as many of 
them liavi!, that sinners wure unaile to dotliis, haw 
set tliKln lo do something; else, which Ood never requuwd 
at theb Lands, as a conditjon of salvation ; ajid in doinc 
which, lliey put <rfF rspenianee, sinned away tlielr day 
of gi^ace, and lost their souls. I have alipady observed 
that (he gospel was early oomipkd. Tlioae corruptions 
Iiave continued, in a greater or less degree, lo mingle 
themselves with the pure gospi'l ; and preeiseJy in pro- 
portion as more or leas eirur has leen mingled with tlie 
triifJi, the gospel has heen more or lea? snceesful. Its 
power dojiends on its pnriiy, 

B. Multitudes have preached the Buhstnno; of tlie 
gospel, hut the miefortimc is, tliey have added to it 
Bometliing of their own. They have preaoheii, and 
iwhily called on men to repent, but Ijofun; they left the 
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pulpit, would be sure to adnioniah them that they had 
no power to obey. Suppose tlie Apostles on the day of 
Pentecost, when the alai'med Jews cried out, Sirs, what 
shall wo do to be saved? instead of saying "Eepent 
every cue of you," had said. Yen cjm't repent, you are 
depeudent uplm the spirit of God ; you must pray, and 
usf! the means, and wait Ood'a -Hme. If the mnlliturtn 
had believed them, it is manifest that not one of tliera 
had been convert<id on the spot, 

il. Again, the day of earth's redemption oin never 
come, till the traditions of the elders are done away ; 
till uli tlioso dogniEW timt offiird hiding-places fur the 
enemies of God, are rejected, as mjiliing no pjirt of the 
gospel of CHiriHt. When ministers of all denominations 
uliiill sue oyo to eye, Hliall diecneumber the glofioiia 
gni-lJi'l of all tlieso tnlditlollB of men's devising; slial! 
tibkci ijhu piM'e comrnaiidnniTtt of Oii'], and bniig it witii 
111! niiuiim]M'omihinj( spirit loheM^ ivitL mo uutajn weight 
upon ikii I'obi-llioiiH hearts of dying men ; when they 
nail oil tlioni loHtiUiLlj to repent, and treat them as if 
they 1i^peoted Hioui t/t I'epent^ when they live, and 
lalmiir, and pray, and preiidi, and exhibit the true 
gospel in all they say and do ; then, and not till tJien, 
VI ill the full power of God's mural govemmonl; he felt 
on earth. 

Itl. These traditions of the elders are the grand purees 
of niest of the fatal errors of the present day. Univer- 
sihlisui, .la I have before remarked, has evidently had its 
origin ill the notion of inability, and physical depravity. 
Tiiey liavo reasoned thus: — If men came into being 
with !!, depi-aved nature, physically and naturally in.. 
dined to all evil ; if they are unable to obey God, aa 
they really must be, if such ia tlieir natm-e ; then surely 
a G{hI of josljee cannot damn them^ Now tbia infei'enoe 
is irresiatihle from their premises. For God to malic 
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men physically ini5L.p!Lblc of obedience, juid then ilainii 
ihem for disobiididTicfl, would be iii-finiti? tyranny ani3 
inj-qgtiae, li'rom the benevolence, and even upon tlie 

ground of the jiiatice of God, uprju tlio prlireipl<?s iiT 
pliyaiial depfiivity and hiaLilLty, the iLv^nncnts for 
UniverBaUnTiv nre iiTtaiutible^ Upon this hypotLesis, 
they ai'e right in rejecting, ae most modem Dniver^lists 
do» mercy ftom theiF eyabeni, tmd plndng the salvation 
of men iipoii tlie gtonn^ of jiistko. 

But, tfJco iLV/siy the foumiatiou, and tho siipersfcnic- 
ture fjLlls ofuoTiMQ. Auniliilate the dogma of phyacal 
dq>rayity and inahility ; ahow tlie siDner tliat his de- 
pravity is a thing uf bis o-wu creation j tlmt his wicked 
heart ifi his sjolimCiity sd^thtesSy arid the rejection of 
Godandlihcommanilments ; that it ie not for his fla^wre, 
bjjtforhiafjyr/f^c^jtliali hois bliLnicd! show liim that what 
ho calls his nfmnoi, is hi:? will ■Aoi, and ynu destroy the 
very foundation iiprm ■which his Univarsalism h bnilt, 
yon convince liim of liia sin) ajid shut liini np to the faith 
iif Cliri^t. 

1 1. Again, Jig I liave hofove said from this fuhjoet, 
in ihe doctrine of phymcal (Jiapravity^ and its kindred 
dogmas, ychu sto the fi>rjndatjon of modeiTi infidelity. 
Thinking men, heaTing thoso doet^uoa no often teitei:ated 
from the pnfpit, bocome diagii^tud^ ivhen Ihey hcEir men 
cEillod upon to repent, and ali tlic same time told tliat 
"they canoot repent ; whoa they hoar thp doutrinc of the 
new birth, darkonod by ■wordri witliont knowledge^ 
-when fiverything h covered witli mystery ; the depravity 
of mtrfwr^ tho infusion of anew holy iasle or principle ^ 
-the myaterioTis and mystical nature of sm and Adhte^e^ 
of <kprav/l^ and of r^ensraiion; this confoumling oS 
mind and ma titer, of body and aoid, of heaven, and ej^t, 
and hell ; thoy look upon it as unphilesflpbical, ridi- 
eulona, ah^ird and impossible; they turn away Jj-om 
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Hiich a loathsoma exhibition of it» as sometljing inipus- 
MJIile for them to nntlerstaiid, and oonclnde that it is all 
iL dream, 

12. It Tfl eauy to soe whyrevivals do not, and cli-nnot 
jiravail nioi-e extensively than they do. There ie anch 
a stiokliahness on the part of many for these crippling 
frrnra ; Hnch a *!onfita.nt effort to maintain theao traditions 
• S the elders, aa to paralyse the iTifluence of a great por- 
tion of tliH ehm^i. Many good mon are halting and 
iloubting whether they slionld reject them or not ; and 
l.huy are in that state of " betwecnity," that tlicy can 
luxirtily eshibit neither one tiling nor the ether- Many 
conio out boldly and strenuonsly^ and hold up those 
il<>giiiiis, yiid. wliile these am the topics continnaUy held 
^H^l'oro the xnind, it <;aniiot be oxpoctpd that vpvivals 
Hhould pi'ovail. It In ti'iin that mon have had great and 
p4>worf(i| Tovivalw who hiivo hiihl nnd somi^iints evhi- 
biliiil thcHii \'hivvm; biiir it wan noL ii-Ifm thoy exhibited 
Ihi^ih, (.hat Llioir pi-oiuiliin!^^ took elRiot. But when 
lin.|i]iily Llii'y wiTo iiicoiisistciitenough tolay asidfi these 
peiiulijiriticB, anil *:oiTie out with the preaauie of the 
gospel upon the hearts and eon6iycnce& of men. Take 
a parable. A lady, who had been a long time under 
conviction, had often called ou her minister to know 
what she aboiild do to he saved. He had aa oflcn re- 
minded bee of her helplessness^ and dependence upon 
God; cKliorted her to pray, and usK the means, and 
wait patiently for God to change her heart. On tiie 
Kabbatli, he would fi-et^uently call upon ainnere to repent; 
bnt before he closed -would be enxe to cantion them 
against eclf-confidence, depending upon their own 
strength ; and would solemnly i-emind them tliat they 
had no power of themselves to repent and embrace the 
gospel. But one day. when this agonized woman was 
prcsentj he happily forgot his accustomed incnnsiatency, 
L 
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and after proeeiiig ijiirii>ra to i^lmf^[i:l(^^ rq^entanw, eat 
dnwu without tht iwiial Fuldition thiit tliey could not, 
Btitofo tliu lint hymn lind conclnflfi, the gospel liad 
doDo ita work id tlic woniftii'i liPiui ; ;md after tbo c^m- 
gregiitinn was dismf^eii, elie ^vas ^ibsi^iviid to ytsind 
wcrping, nnd wiuting^ as hij pa*&ed out to ajieiik ""ith 
Idm. An dooD na he came near enough ahe t^cbliiic-l, 

My dan Mr. ■ why did you nut tell me of iliis 

hcfnre ? Tf^ll y/fl\ of tliia before ! iBplied tho aBtouiuhed 
pastor, whjr I Iiave declared it to you every SabhrLtlu 
Yes, sbe rephed^ but nl^fiiy^ until mrvr, you told ino 
before yun aat down, that I could not rcjHint. I tiopn, 
aai J. the pnfltor, you have not ^^ttae ou in your own 
strength ? NOj ahe rcpli&d, not in my cwn, hnt in tlip 
strength of Ood I have repented, and ahnuid linvti done 
it hefiore had you not Enid mo t-iirit 1 ramlil not, Tbih 
ie the legitimate Icudunuy of fjiiHAwiiwiiTj if thsy boliovo 
it, tboy cerliiiuly wjll not repent : and liow fan revivals 
pravail, hom caa the v^wi^ be couTcrted^ "wliilc so many 
are vehauently uoiitendbg far thran traiUtionB of lliu 
eldtrt? These du^rmas aie iixnikd uiUj fmidajiiental 
doctrines, and llia^ arc aujjposed to he heratice, wlio do 
not k«.p thefeG traditions, WfJl might Christ toni 
iipun tbem with thn rebuke, " AVhorcforu do ye mitke 
void the commiiudnient of Ifod by your traditjona?" 
Oh [ when "111 tho day arrivo, \vhc-n the 9|>urioiis jibi- 
loBoj.hy upon whici' tbeau dogiii:^ lue bosecT, ahall ho 
given npl Whun unanimity of suntiment, and cleiir- 
ne&s of -views, and brotherly love shall prevail ; then will 
nghteousntty tun down cur strocta, atid salvation ad ftn 
ovei-llomiu" Btceaiu- 
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JoiEHT 4± — "liiLt ri:^* j<.ii^[l,Mj-clin?iiiiJl ill C lapo of fiod in yon ." 

These worda were adilressf^d by tlie Lord Jc&us 
Christ, on. a ecrtaln oceasJoii, to thoue mho pptfefltiiid 
tliat they Tovcd God. I dewgn, this fnoining-, and in 
tfie aftiauooji, to o^tabliuh tho dtictcinu of l-Aiil ilqiroplf^- 

Xw doing tbiE>, 1 do«i^D, in X\in Jlrst 2'^^% to ^ow 
wh:*t the iloctrino of tolrtl dopriivity 19 not 

And sccmdl;/, whul; it is, 

Aiul thirdly, » piove tho dnotrino aefiording to the 
dcHiiitiou ^rhicb I Bhall givo of iU 

And lo conclude each diBcoiU'se witli soeli mmatlis tLS 
shall appear apprrhprioti^ and iiectfueftry. 

Fii-Et. 1 am to sliow wimt the duuiriiiu of total 
Jepiavity 1^ not. 

Ist. It dotH not conniat in EJiy want of fanulfjo to 
ubey God. Wc havo all the powers of moral agency 
lliiit are needed to render [jei-fect obedience to tiud. If 
there wero any want of facnltiea in our nature, our 
re?[Hfiisibility would cena^ ; and we conld nut bo justly 
lildjQed for not doing tlittt, for tho iierfi^trannm of whicJi 
wa do not posse?!, the ii.pprapriato niornl po^tfyra- 

2dly, Ti>tjil dt'prBvily does not cmsiat in a mjitilatfd 
elalii of our nioial pe^vers. Neither ourtiowpra of \ny\y 
01' mmd ate in a. nuunied or mutilated state- If they 
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were bo, mir nhligation to ol^JLenou wouJd Ih; jtimi" 
Dished j^rci^sdy in proportion lo tlio imiitrfpction of 
the f^cultins of moral a^eniiy w3ucli wo piKsiins. 

Sdly. ToJftl depravity ioe& nutcimRint in any pAi/s\cal 
pffilmioK. titviimiUed frum Adam, or fi-oin our anctbturB 
to us. It is impoa^Ibk tha-t ntortd d<iptavity should 
consiafc in phy^oal itollutioD. Bume jwrsniB hjivo spokcu 
flfdeprjvity^odDftheponutJtuifiorouniftturc^M^if thifra 
^ere wmc moral dfpTavity diiaving to, ur iimorpoiitled 
Tvithj tTie very 6ub5(ance of our boiiig. Now this la to 
tixlk niter nonsouae. If such n ^epmvity were pubsibJi-, 
it would nut be fiutrrd hit f/i/^icid ilcpravily. It could 
not he !L dopntvity for ^vhioh vre "wu'fli bliiTiieworthy. It 
oould cot he jt at/t/af deprayUy. II would be a d^tteas^, 
an^ not a CJ-iflie. 

Bat again, 4tblf, Total dopcavily docs not cormist in 
any jirijidpie oE sin t]iat ia incurporntpd ^tli our beino, 
TTiQ word /wiwcipJa is uafd in two nenaes. It sginolinniS 
TQQfvna I prop«rtj ur an a,ttril>ute of a auhslance, ^hich 
lias an m]iaj.'eiit tendtnoy to piudiioe rcaufts ^rctialib to 
itB uatui't;, Iq this EEnse dcppftvity ia not a principloj 
it it not a, rootj or apront^ or taaencf, <^ property, or 
attribulo of any substiuico, II makoH no put eitbor of 
body or mind. It docs not Irnbng to the isjiietitution, 
but Ijelitngti purely and qxolueivoJy to chftrai;ler- Mural 
dvprayity ia a, quahty of volunlaiy action, and nul of 
subidtiiioe. If by principle 16 niefint purpose, prelercape, 
in^poaiiion, voluntiify inclination to ^in, lli«n, in iJm 
sense, doprjivity ia it ptinfyple, hut in no othtr ai-nso- 

Stli. By total doprnvity ig not meant lJia.t any buiuc 
i& or can bo sbiful, IjefntG liu liim oierciaed tbe puiv ere of 
nior^l agency. 

6th. IJy totni dojuuvity I do not mean thi*t tJicro ia 
any an in LnmATi bianga, nr in any otbet beingg, si'iia- 
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I ilo not niuiin tlirit tbiire la aouie constitutional 
(li^pi'uvity which lies biLck^ and i6 tho cause of actuiil 
ti'ftnggi'C^ion- 

7tli. I do not TLioan by total ([epravity that lliere ia 
tlie aame disprt&ition to ain belonging to the subsfancn 
of lio'ly or mind that tKerp is in a -serpunl to bite, nr m 
n wolf to ileTour ftbcflp, fn othpr worda, I do not mean 
thiit there \i ft coTBtitationftl appetite or craving for idn 
implanted in the substance of the body or niijid. 

f^h. By total depravity, I do not mean that men jirg 
as bad as thoy can be, or as they mij-ht b«, nndor other 
circumiitanceG, If tboy ^vere plawd uadei' liircumsianceB 
nf leaa reatraiiil;, or of gccater t^^mptation, t^jcy would 
lioiibtlcs bo worse than ihcy are. 

When we aay tliat men are totally dopravnd^ n-e am 
soniftimc^ uiiduj^lioocl to uUirin tliat uieu aie aa bad a^ 
thiay can hv. They UfLin to nudirratand the viord Ufla^ 
iiH aigiiijyiiijy tin) hi^rhuat puai^ihle dogrco of dupruTity. 
hut coriai Illy this lb not ^q ineani;jg of the w^dtotaL 
T!io aiuiL total of 3 a:td 9 aud u is 10. Tliis is not tba 
hightHt posHblhi number, but ia the total of 3 and 2 and 
/>- The aaine word, "when qualifying dopiavity, iloea 
n^>l mean the higbost posablo degree of iHtpravity, but 
tiiLiply tliat tlicwbolB ebjuTu^or ta depraved— that there 
IS no miature of good in his thiraeter^ Noi that he 
dooB and aays as wickedly ^-s he nainld env and do; but 
that whntcTor bo doon, and aaya^ and la, ja srnfiil, 
" T/ia' ffM/j thought and iinv^htatkn of Me kayi i* 
vidff s'fiS cm^nufdl^." 

SDWidlg^ By total depravity I do mean, 
Isl. TLatimpoiiiloiLt fiiTiTioi'fianjiMii^orsalLy dotttifnte 
of Invo to God. My iiiftin bnFiiiiiiSJ thi^ niorninj^ ia to 
catftbllih ^w portion, avid eonclude with several rq- 
maika. In the afternoon, if tho Lord permit, I will 
further state w!iat is mount by total depravity, and 
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wldu^K iba pj-ooffi jjf tilt seveial iiosilJQiia os I go 

The Ipxt cspresdy a:<H)rl9, tliat piiini^ra Eijlvq not thu 
lovo iif (roil ill l}i4!iD. It wijiilil bo issy Id allow tlut 
this sanifl doclim*^ is cvwrywheru CL'cogriiaiiil in thu 
Bible, But as I am tu deal with tbo^ whriiii I iiffinn 
to bo tDt[i]ly ilepEHTed, I do aot expect that Ek ift'u BtLiih 
iha T^or/i vjUl BtLtIo the ijucfition wi^i yiin, anil ]>iLt it 
bcyornl debtle. You aroiiiiljislioviive, njid liowevar jou 
asoent to the truth of tho Bible in genera^ ynt I fcuow 
tliat you liava nu hoarty conEdeuue m ite doctrinea io 
Iheir datail. To prove to yuu the dniicriin! of tflljtl 
depravity frrun Ihc Bihli? only may gain your iiiifeuling 
D»5wiit, But 1 am wdl awsmi that this kitnJ of evithiico 
will not au bring tho eiibjncl lionw to yunr espptienco 
AS to ntoko yint fooL ifii Inith. I might qiintc the test 
anil other pnsiaigi'a of Siriptnrc in proof of ^tis jtoctrinf, 
and then throw the rCK]^unsilMlity upon yon of TeceiTiiig 
ut ifljecting it. Bui aa tbon^ ie an eshsuiitloys v^iriety 
of other proo^ witliin iny reaiih, I will gathET up el few 
of them, and lay them before yoQ for your eonaidrratiiin. 
Fncla are stiiblinrn. thinga ; oni however mi^n niny 
cTadc the BibLc, hovrcver iliey injiy turn iiwa.y fryni 
and miaimdcratand mclaphy^tml roa^flninga, tiiey find 
, it dilfiuuEt to I'ustut plain matters of ^ct, especially 
when thi; thubi Kiist in their own experience. I design 
tn gather my proufuof thia doctrine from tlic mpcriunte 
of ynu who ire jireaert, Tn point ont rtsrtain fact? in 
yonr own hiaEnry, and in the bislory of thote around 
yon, that will place Chia doctrine npena foimdiktion not 
to be controyerled. 

The lawa of mind in thoir dctuil are bat imperfectly 
iindiit-Slood. Yet there are certiun laws of mind that 
are underatrmd even by children. They are f^cts of 
such muTeiflal and freqncnt esqitrioiHK, tliat wo tiio" 
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with abBolutfi cerfcLinty lliat aueli are die bwe of mind. 
For in^tanco^ by eipcrienco wp know it Co be a k-w of 
mind, that we take delight inpTi^naing the object of ear 
atieetJon. To love an individual, is to deaire hia happi- 
ne&*. To promote his happiness, ia le gratify that 
desire. To please the objecl of our affeetiun, tlion, is 
to please oimelve^. To do that which iB pleasing to 
fine whom we love, to add Ca Ina honour or to hia hap- 
pinsM in any way, h to gratify oiir deidre for his hap- 
piiietii, and naturally and necesirily adds to our own 
happiness^ 

It is not eesen^Hl that wo elioulil aim at gratifying 
ouisiiilvesj or at proluo^ng our own happiiii'ffl, in nut 
eliiata lo pleaae the object of our affectinna- 

Wljen wb aot vii'tuoaaly, to ploape ourr'olvce is no 
part of our j/wi^. But althougli J^fil entoi'ing intooiif 
dcflioTi, it is thf! iiatniiLl nianlt of i^lijasing an object of 
out aJfeution^ It ia tlio gnutifying of our lovu, iir deisirc 
Lu jrruuiote hir^ LappiueBa ot bonour; and tliie gratifying 
of our desire i^ of itaelf happiness. TVc find thia j'rin- 
ciplc Elbowing itself in oil rcliitiima ikf IiTcf IVJivn la tliu 
flffi?ctio"flto liufibond or wifu in estate of big:lier enjoy- 
niont, than ftliou they aro cn^agtd in thoae employ- 
menta, tnd in tlie perfuriuancu nf tboac offictfl, that 
cimtributc to each other's happinoeal WJieit ia the 
alfiietionatfl wife moro chocrful, than when busied in 
tho^e things that alio kiLuwe will please her himl>and ? 
How afiaidiiooBJiiid un^vearied are lovers and other dear 
fi'ieiid^ in their affijrca to pleaae the ohject of their aflre- 
tion! Llow eager to anti«pate caeh nthcf'a dtwirp'j ; 
"Jiow tuidily^ liow joyfully do they eiigago in thoae 
thiiiga tliflt llifiy know rt-ill give iiltaanre to one whora 
tbiiy greatly love. It ia absurd, nnd a contradietiim for 
you tn aay that yoEL love an individual, nud have no 
deliglit in pfcasiug liiin. It i& iiii^aosaibla tlial yon 
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slionld love an in(livir1ii:il and not bo gntificii in pm- 
lUOtinE Lis Lappineta. To say that you love A perfioii, 
j% llie s^me aa to aay tliat yoti desiiehiahappineiH; and 

to siy tlial jou cau dcbiL^e lua JuippinaB^ witJiout deli^lil- 
ing ID i>rLnuutiug if. Lb tlit saiinj ai it bay tlijit to j^isilify 
\irtuuud di^rti la nut ba^ipintir'js. lu iiHivr wuv'ii, QvM 
th$ fvrati^CiitioD of virtuonb desire ia not a grA^oatiuit. 
TiiiH l^tw cf Piind holds true, in eJI ila fulness und 
«xtuDt, upon, the eubject of religion- I appeal to eveiy 
ClniBtL-iD in thib iKnc^, wLutbur to du tliG will of Qoil 
Is not uiuLt tlian Iiif iitcKteiiFj fui^d; wliui]n.'r it ii out 
jQLir iniiit [Lnd drink tu du the will of yi'ur Iltaviflily 
Father. "Wben are yon fto happy, 3»p wlien enga^d in. 
those things tb^tt you luiovr vr-ill promote the honour 
and ghiy Qf God? I do not m^^ui or suppose that it is 
your d<'*iff7i t" gmtify yinu'Eetfivlinn you obev' andscrvcf 
tTod ; but f Bnl(, ilo yii'J mil find it to bo rt niattiir of 
fiict llini you liro novor en liJippy oa when you fu-b 
liiLg^ed in. doing thoHj thiu^s that please liLm t Vou 
jfearoh hifl word to know what T^ill please Lim ; and 
^vh[^^ you hnitw hii; will, and mgagd bcartily in t\\<i 
])orforf!UUice of \i, tlm liappinisB you will laporimco in 
the perform^nco nF tliOHO dntioamaynot ontei' into yoifr 
deagii or thonghts ; and yot ynu linuw, that an a matter 
of faet, tho pcrformanco of dnty ^nOiuotcii your uwo fmp- 
}>ii;tfSJ- To pltiflso Goci, phiaFxa yourself. And nov^' h'C 
mc Appo<al to thB cxptTicnco of oriTy ^inpcintciit Riiiii&r 
inlliiubotisi?: do yon not koow, tliat fi-om tho vory eon- 
slitiitioriof yonr mind, you love to i>Loafle ymr fi-kiids ? 
And d<i yon not kiioiv that it inaki.'B tig pjii"t of jnup 
fiappiuuHU to pluaw Gud ? Huw yon ddight to gratify 
yonr cliilJreii, to pluaso tlio objiioti .of your iiitiut 
ttdoarcil afFi:etion ; hut I ask your cunsdeuu^ do you 
take df^Mght lu pleasing God ? Do jTm study to know 
'wliat ^Ul ploaa^ him ? And when yon havci Icamfd 
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hia will, do yon Hud yourselves inclined readily and 
joyfi;Uy to paform iC? 

Hnw muchpaini? you will take, at how much espense 
von "will be ; how watchful^ asKidnona, and peraevering^ 
Hot onJy in confoTming the ^neial oiilUne of your con- 
duct to the wjslies* of one wliom y ou greatly love, bnt 
in foUomng onttheminutiiu into tlio detail; in fulfilling 
tlip ftligbtp^t dfsires^ ,ind jjratifj'ing even the pajS6iii^ 
ivialies of one upou whom your heart is set; and Uius 
giving yoiLiBelf up to promoting the h^ppin^s of the 
ubjcet of your affectionj makes up at once Ike history 
and tho Euhttanco of your Own happintsa^ 

N'ow, &injier, ia thia your expei-itin^ uo tlieaubjo^t of 
religion ? Do yuu lovo to pleaae God ? Is it yoiu 
bLisineeg? I^ iL your hitppim^ss ? In otJier thingE, in 
regaid to the affaira of Ujts woild, Bferything you pay 
or do IB ^ioweiL as having areliitiou to tJiu object of your 
aiiproiiK' niTnitiuu. If you Iuvd money piproniel3'",overy- 
tliing ia judged ofj ie hated or lovedj js dceired or 
rcjeotcdj aLUOtdiug to the tekUon it Bust;>inB to your 
own peLTiuiary iutereet, ff yod can make money by it, 
yon liave pleasure iii it. If it would prevent tho aequL- 
tition of "wealtli, you are displeased witli it- So, jf yon 
havo an oaa'thly friend whom you greatly love, it ia 
uutiical for you to luqiLiio, m eyerytldng yon say and 
do, how it will be received or looked upon by thifiohjnot 
of your alfeudon ; what rehiliun it Eustains to him or 
her: and all yoiu eonduet is modified, nnd all your 
purauitfl DJfl togiilatad hy this eontToHin^ and abeorhing 
altoction for this idol. Now» einner, I ask yon ugain, 
]£ it true, in your own expizrienee, that everything 
pleaMs or diEpleaaes you ; tlial yon love or liitEo it, Ihat 
you diBiro or reject it, 0ccor£lii(g to ila rulation to tlje 
will ofOud; thd. If yon Beoit willpleaeohim, itplease;! 
ynu ; if it is agFe«ablo to hia will, ia it agreeable to your 
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will? ll it will proiuflte hia plorv, do yon dcsiru iL? 
If it will diblmDour him, do joii. icjcct and iLhhor ib ? 
If mit, wliy <lo you piettfiid to love Cod ? Ymi conld 
not bolifvij thftt your diildriin or yom- wife lovod yo", 
imfcM yon saw tlial tbcy dali^tited to please j-on. 
And why^liould youdecavti youtKlfby ^ipposing that 
5-011 Ictvo Gu<l, wbtiiL you know it is not yoTir happinu^ 
tn pfraau liilll T 

Agiiiri, fjvia t^ awji^f^iim ^ oar rninih^ we ddr^ht 
in the aiKiel^ twd caflfornaii'm <^ fJmte jc^fli ttx ffr&ffl^ 
loTs. Tr> cuniniuiie witli lliijm is sweet. To Ije alone 
with tJian ; to (injoy thoii" cuLifidunca ; to pour into 
eacli othei''a boBom tlm overfluwiugii of our affectionnj 
c&natitutes sitme of llie fjwecteBt and iniHt aaffral of our 
joya. Tliis law of miinL shnws iteelf, in all its strengtli, 
111! tbe siiljject of roligion, 

S^ts, in slU QgM cif tlio woriil, liJivn dcliglii^J tu 
cuiuniunc with God, liavc amiglit his auuioty, and lo*^ 
the rotircmcnt uf tliu cl'ifftl, wUeri! tliey i:ati be alone 
with God J [ind niiVbi' itro tlicy more suijj-uincly and 
SAcredly lifl-ppy, than svhvu itlono, in, Hocret and byJy 
ixpinmnnion with the lj!c«sud God. Now, Huner, Ea 
ilufl yoin^ eipfrifnou ? I3i> yon lovo to bo alonu T'itb 
God \ Da yun dcli&lit U' ptay? Is it your moat m- 
<jr?d^ most endeared (iTiijJuyinoiitT to get aleuy Jtod, low 
upon your }iJiRcSj pour out your lu'nvt in couuuiiiiiun 
\>itlx ynJuT G"d ? I liu not awk yoit wlicther you pray, 
fitr this yon may do from a. Viuiety of irtotivcs, but is it 
because you love to pmy 'i roiaurw yuii love; tn bo 
alone ajid commune with fiod ? If you ari; nn iin- 
petdtent ■timier, you know ttiat you do POt Ilptc tlia 
so<^uty of God- 

Agaiii, ^e JUit'iit-alf^ prhis ifis niipi-afrfftinn of aw 
wAom Its hoe. "^Ve account it nf the graittottt iinport- 
cbnoe, and it i) uidJ3pBnsa,b]o to oiii' own happineae, that 
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wo should Lave the approl>ation of tho object of our 
aupreme affection. We are ao conatitutfd, that it gives 
us great pain to know that our conduct is nliBapprovEd 
of by oar dearest frjendfl- Xliie 16 so ui regard tu our 
wotidly friands, and it La sn in regard to God, Nothiug 
"KJll i»vriiig a ClurlBtian'H hciirt with more intidcrabTi? 
anguish th^ the conviction th^t bis conduct merits tlic 
diaapprnba^on of God ; and this ie not principany, 
and in many casBS not at all, tbroiigb fear of puni&li- 
iitunt. Thti Chri^l^an inny Iiavc, and ofEcu iocs have, 
the moaEi tliriHiiig and pauifiil isuotLirDR, in viuw of liis 
ha,viu^ merited tin? diaipprobalioj) of Gfld ; wlnlo, ;Et 
the siiufl IJiflP, lie is not distrei&ed with feiu of puuish- 
uiru»tr But ]ia hnn ofEbuiLcd God ; he is a&ha-umd, anil 
i;arLnoL luuh U]>; bu feuls aa an affectionate clitld 01 
wifo woLitd f'te], iiuder the i^innieloijjJiieK of liaviug doiie 
what iUi- pnnuit i^r tlm bu^hartd bi^^lkly di^apjuoved, 

Tim c|iLL'4l'r(iii iifbtiu'idEy atlai'K^ and baa tx contrulluig 
hLlllliMlce (jver inii' ILviu, will /^rV or t/mi plKue ur din- 
|>li;aHC liLLii or bcr whom I fiivo ? To gaio the appro- 
bation of this object of Affi'ction, jg oui* anibltion and 
OUT highest joy. Now, siimcr* I apjiua! to yoii, ia iiiiC 
this trao, iu yaur ajrporienea, aa it nspeota Ihm or ber 
wlith Ui thu olfltct of your grj^tnat nffcntion? And is 
it true that you, above all t!Mng3,pri33 tho apprnbatifiu 
oi Gdd? Ib it ynup study? Id it your dolight t* 
p;aiii hi& opprobiitioti 1 Uoua tlie tonaciouaiieaH of hav- 
ing; doiio what he diaapprovca wdng your lioart with 
aiiguiyli, irroapectiTa of iia conficquenti'is to yoiimclf^ 
and. eepamtc from all fear that yuu ^liiill hn pTmiahcd ? 
Do you feol the aaiTiooiiiolJoiiB of sidntaa^ of aharnu^ of 
distrosa runl somtiw, when you have raciTteJ the di?- 
Etpprobaiiou of God^ that you do whon yon lia,ve i)i- 
ciifrud the disnpproba^on of j'onr moat btlovcd earthly 
friend ? I appa&l to your awn oonsciEUce^ in the aght 
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of God. Do yuu not \novj tlitit yim 'It not iflLp£enn?iy 
diisiro tlic rLi>jiro]niiifhfi ikf Gwii 'i 

Agiiin, we nntmiilly liuve tefurenoe tfi tlii fcd-int/s of 
the object of onr suprcnui iiffe<iti"ii4» in all oiir enmliicl. 
The nftcotinn.^te hitabsiTirl or wife, |inrt;Eib ov cliil*!, in 
tarcM nut tn ^mind the feelings nf tlmse tliej lo^e ; 
Olid if thuy find theC tlicy bflve woiindtd tliar fHslingd, 
tlicy have ro reat until thoy have confePRed, nad benJed 
the woiiTid, nnd wa forgiven. Tliis i^ true in religion. 
If yoti love God, ymi <:ELiiTiot refliiut tliftt yuu liavu 
"wounjiid liis feelings, mitliimt pain. Yuii would nnt 
compkiii lliat yon conid not tcpant, Tlie tiulli is, if 
yun wore in "the eTercige of lnvo to God, you could dgc 
lielp Tepentjng ^ any mori? tlisn an aflectioiuilw wif" 
er>uld refraJQ from grief, if *he h^ wuuuded and 
grieved lifirlmaband, 

rtffeflidii. Every one knows how srtcot it ia tn be 
alone, to meditate, to call up brforo tlie mind, And lo 
dwell upon, auine absent oljjftct of onr liivt. TliTis 
lovers ai'tf apt to scel^: solitnda ; and there ia a, kind of 
saciediiei^ tlnowii itroiind tboue lioiii^^ -n-han, in the 
slillntK of uur licd-cliani^Xir, or in the retiTtmcnt of 
tlie lonely walk, wo dwoll in tiknt, bitt deligbtfnl 
mnsing^ upon tbe character aTid p^aon <if him or liei' 
wbotn "0 fondly lovG^ The deep hour nf midnight will 
oftm witueffl tbc w*Uoful mnsinga of a- bt^-t, ■whij'h, 
in th<- bweeuiEK uf its own fond imagjimnga, ia dwrU- 
ing upon that bclnved ^end, who, tliongh absent, in at 
onee the einaimfoRiUco and tbe all-abambing centre of 
its iiflectiona- Thebe oiubm^ enkindle onr atfectionpf 
iiJo -A flame. Soe tliat liusbftod &cm liomc i hn ia a 
Lnahand and a fatJier ; when the buatle of the duy ia 
over ; whon tlia di^actiims and cnJCS of bnanea^ have 
ftwayj Ef^' bis busy thoii^bi^^ fi^'"^ '^^^ ^-^^ 
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dmslIiDgnpon Ids absent f.\t\i \ nponiiis little prattling 
l>alii<fl, until Ilia hourt ia uJl in u glow, and teara (if im- 
utt**ablo ftffot.-tir>n fill bi^ k'^va. This ia nritnre ; Jind 

tiioeo lawa uf mind net, with equal unifQimityi when 
(rOli is tbe object of supreme afFoi^tion. 'L'hc lonfwnlk, 
the quiet bed-ehttTiibcr, tbe hour of sacwd retirement, 
ar(i sweet to tbe *l'liti9tiiin. He bivea to acnd out big 
ibuugbts ftftbT God; to dwell upon hia glories; feek 
into tbe niyatcriea of bia Iqvb; to thiuk^ anil thiTik, 
nnd iiK'ililate, and tnm the subject of bi5 glorious cba- 
r^ioter over and over before lijn mind, till hi^ beart dis- 
solves in bve. Thns, tbe Psiilmi^t sa^-a, *' while I wag 
limning, tlic £re bnrned." Now, lunner, do yriu lnvo to 
think nf God? Do yon deltglit tn bava (iod in all 
yoiir tbouglila ? Do yon aeck solitude nml retircmetit 
that yon may, nnmoli'Mlpilj dwell up^nj liim in yoor 
foiidrsat. liuli<iat miisinfpi '\ And when you think, and 
iiLeilllntii, ami \y^y^ ilo you find in it a sweet, and len- 
linr, ikiid iill-hiitLnfying 1ijippim':«« V jVro yon sennhli? of 
4i|nrftiurid of lovj; to {iod, oa atroug, nay, vastly .atronger 
fiijjfi thriai; AV'lLicb you pseieLai: vriicn tliinlcing of v<inr 
doanst earthly friend? 1 appeal to your own cs- 
perience, and to yonr own conscience, in the si^ht \A 
Cod. 

Again, we nntumlly deligbt e» t^if^^^ng ohc^i ah 
^^t nf Our a^ciii'itii. It glvee as pleasure to speak 
of one we lovii. It le gratifying to ua to let onr Ujjh 
speak out nf the fnllnpes of onr hearts. Somelinjes. dn 
affection is cherished, where there J6 aonio particular 
reason for conwaling it; but even i^i tJjeae Ciisea, a 
great affection ie aoLdom cberished, withoat being 
divulged tn snmc one. But where there is uo reason 
for coms&ling it» we ace how natural it ie t" make iba 
object of a^c^on U»e subject of cuiLverEatiou. This 
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jrat uf Tolijfimi^ us 3i[ion imy cthtT siilrjret. It is :i 
TniLxim in philoanp^iy, as wcM aa in ninrjils, tliat nnt iif 
thti ftbiindnjii^R fhf ilii: htart flio month spriiki'tlir Yor 
3f!C SI pt^T^Ti ^"hose liCMrt 19 ivanu witli the lovfi of 
<>iid ; if Ccid ia in all hi.s thnngbts, Fe, anil tliu iii- 
tutTht uf Ilia kiiigdmn, wiU lin in n)( his wiirda- IF liij 
heart la wt npnn Goclj his lip^ ■will spcnk of God ; iin- 
lp?fl lin |jf niider citcximstatictfl to tch^iuto i^gfTve, anJ 
tiion he wiQ niturjlly remain alent^fiooner than convcrw 
Tipfln fi. subject upon which his lieart is not aet. If Lo 
ia imder <^rcumataiice£ where he cannot corffiist^'Qtly 
Rprttik nf tioili lin ie mcUnt'I not toepeak at aU. Xow, 
ftiniier, looli at jour omn csptricncr ^ do you love tn 
convprw rrbont God ? Tg it delightful to yon to speak 
of hia cliaractcr, of liis peraon, and of Ills filorj ? I 
leave it with your coii&cisnce to dccidu- 

Again* ■ite ,ire pained wAsa sep^wiriEd /rum ihose '>ce 
k'^. "Rvetjrbod^ koowB lliis is troe^ as it respecta 
worldly fiieuds i and It ig trae» la a still Iiighei sense, 
y£ it ri^euta God. Eveiy ChdotiaiL kuowe, just what 
tuinlE d£ old knew, tliitt lliey onnuot live, and liavK tim- 
lea£t enjoyuKml, if tliey liPi fitr from GitH. If he liEJcs 
his fauc, if tJic inanif[:i^a.tii>na uf liib prUBuiL'^ ai'e with- 
drawn, alaa ! Low moumful find lonely nnd afld i« t!ic 
Chrialian, m the midtt of ;dl tUe gidaiy aiid enjoyment 
of the world aumnd liiui. 3iuiLifi, du yoii know >vL;lL 
it Lb til foci as mucli pain ni thf^itlidrimat of God'b 
proRciicu fi'orn yon, as ynii do wliiin eegjuated frL>iu 
jotir dearfflt earthly friond ? I'Jo you Icol lonely iu 
the midst of compauy; md in the niid^t of gaiety; 
away from hiiine in tlie loidat of all yuur ^votldLy 
fi^nda, if G[>d'8 prtibisnec is withdrawn Ercjui juu? 

Aguin, ?M rminralli/ ^«w Ifn^ frinmis if tJie ttJj^t of 
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wtr affed^wi^ Wo fcGl ^ittnclied to fchcm for bia sake. 
AV<> love to conYcrsP witli thoni, and "we setlc tlieir 5o- 
eiuty, becnuac thdr ^tws and fooling^ upon the sub- 
ject thai OTigTMSCS oiir attention corrtspond with otcr 
orrn- Upon this principle, politieiana, ivho are iu fa- 
vour fif the aaniQ ci^ndidate, sire fond of eacli othei'a 
am-ioty. And individnuls, diffeving widely in other 
rtispecta, enjoy each other's compmy, if they have one 
fonimoTi and absi>rhing ohject of affection and conver- 
sation. TIiuB, Chiifltiana loro to associate with each 
other. They love other Chriatiius, because ihu^ love 
God. They dnlight in their &o<:ie£j and uoiiveraation, 
because their piewa, and scntiineniB, and H?onvcrR*ljoo, 
acoord with their own. But do fljanets love ilie friciida 
of God? Do you love Obriatians hccm^ ihe^ are 
CAristJ'itis? Uo yon di'll^-hC in tlieLr conveifation and 
in tlioir uUimiAitcr, hot^umo Lliey lovo Cud? You may 
lovo H^jiiii* uf Llii'in for (jtlioi' reasuni^ and iu spito of 
thr'li' nili^ioii ; Liit it is not fot their relii^f^ that you 
luvD thian, 

Hw th^t woman; ib aitu inornate, and do you ^nd hoi 
oveiy day muning in and ajicnding her timo in that 
family where tUcy aro enemies to hor JiusbEmii ? Dooa 
she select 16 h^ frionds aud mtiuiatf^ tlioae lliat sjpeak 
a^i^Lust hot liueband er h^r nluldren ? No, she natur- 
alty sLJiil iiuthiutiveEy avoids them, t^e that littlo 
ullild ; Le gote in to play wiUi tliD neighbour's ehil- 
dieij ; hilt while thuiT he hci^rs tlmn Hpcal^jng Ji^ainst 
hiB father; hu lisli^iis* and looba gfievud and offended. 
He \b a Jiltle 0II4J, and tkey do not notiee kim, but con- 
tinue tu vilify and abuee his Oitlioi'. He ateals siLontly 
uiiJ fiidly away, and goes woopmg homo ; and horoaflor 
you wilJ penxavo thai ho will avuid Ihose porsiona a& be 
would ovoid a eorponl^ Juet so with Chriatiaiis ; tha; 
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Wp ■ natiiraUy ayoiil the sicicty of tliuai^ tlint jibuhLi Gu<!, 

uiileaa ihey minglfl w^ll^ thrm to vtaa irnd siivd thcin. 
Biriners very often, imnginf tliat Chri^iBJifl avuid t^ii.iri, 
Tjscause they Teel above IheiH i but llii? ia n<>t the faot. 
It is liTie that anne j>n]/c/sori of religion do not rtcJig^t 
in tlio suuietv and fellfi^-alirp of tlia Kunts, "but maaiifcBt 
a preferem^ for the eonipajiy of ihe gay mid iiaginlly. 
But thiB is deronWistr^tCJorL tb&t they are liypocriten, juid 
ia iii> eiwption to the unifotm action of this Ijl^ uf 
mind. ^' Know ve not that the frieiiil^ii|i of the v^'orld 
ia iTnaity with Cod ^ he, therefbre, who will be tbo 
fiioud of tho world is the enemy of God." 

Again, jFfi are grier^d a?Ae« ^ar Idoted frknd « 
ahwrGd m mir j^fr&6>ic^ It ia amiizin^ to see the blirid- 
nens &.ad atupidity of sinnera upon this aiibjecl, ^Tien 
CluiBtiajis manifest ^icf at the wid^ed conduct of 
siuncTB, tkcy n»:uhe it !^tl to suptretitjun. If the piuua 
futliL? or DinElii^ mfinifeiit gnef ^hen an iinpUDLteiit 
ton uc ^&iiglitcr is euga^cd in Bin and rebellion agaiist 
God, ttiCiy uiLi^TW that it is all supei'stltion, and tay 
^u^ liave forgotteu that thtjy wenj over young. iSec 
that hnahand, wEien Im breukb tlio S^bhatli, aiid ew^avs, 
and nbuBCE God, his Tviio WL'upa, a.iid leaves tho room^ 
Ho eaye his wife ia vtry BupeiatitLunE ^ ia a great 
bigot; is undtiT the InHuenoc of priostciaft. lie won- 
ders tTiat alie ahuuld couLt^nhersulf abuiiL hint- bo shalT 
do wtll enough; he call lake Litre of hiiEL'dolf, lie doi^S 
Qnt ^cTa at all to imdmEtAud tht piiitciple upon 'wFittjh 
liis wickcduc:^ affeets her. ^e hc'rc, man ; suppose 
yoii MS sitting in ytia liouso with joiir wife, and an 
enemy coinea in, and begins to ahuiiB you m hu pio- 
Buncei and when he heaptid uumberle&a vile ei^itliKts 
■upon yfm, lio look?, and ynur wife ia in teaia ; and 
DOW Ilc says^ ^^hat ails yon, woman? you must he 
very aupurstitious, AVbat affects you so? What would 
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you tJiink rf mcli qnpstions? Could yon mco nn rca- 
siina why big abiiw of you diatrcswd your wife ? Would 
you not think it strange if he did not understfifid the 
reaaon of her tears ? Now, your wife is a Cliri&ti&n, 
you disobey and abnae God in her presence, and she 
cxpostnliits and weeps, acid you wonder at it, juid oill 
it suporttition. Turn over the Isaf; aiippose, when 
lliia man, of whom I liaTc been JpcakiTtg, ahu?e9 yon 
li> your faee, yuur wife manifests no emotions of giief, 
nor cf indignation -. but on the contrary, upon castiTis; 
:*. l^lanoe at her, yon percrfve her counivina at M, and 
appearing evidently pleaHcd. with it, "ft'hil 1 a wife 
pleased to aec her husbanil atnwd ! you would, from 
lliat niomout, sot her down oa a hypocrite. Yon would 
not, yon cenld not, bcJievo that she loved you. Now» 
ihu Honio holds truu^ wlieco flud ia thu "ibject of afFeo- 
lio»i. "^Vhiii fJud [b iiljitru'd in the pro^L-uca of lils 
frioiidn, \\\i>\' fniH iTiiihtioiis mf ^I'ief and of iudignation, 
iiH a Lhiii^ \.)\ ijoiiiHo ; and thia ia the reason why the 
•uHiii)ty ut [injioniLout sinners is so disagreeable to a 
spiiiLnal (JliriblLim. It is nut l)OLaiifle he feols aljove 
yoiK i^uiier, but hecau^e y\;Lit: conduct is a grief to him. 
Wheji Lliristian^ [uingle with tiiinera, it \i upon husi- 
ni'iu, or fi>r Iho purposo of doing them good; not bo- 
caQftjtliey Iiavu an.y delight in their imppnilcnt charac- 
toiw, oi' LOnverbatioii, vvhilethey Lite tlie eueioies of God. 
1 aak you, ainiier, whether you stro grievtd with 
llioHi! tljiit diaobeyGod? Whether you fael niiiiglud 
eiuiiLiou^ of gHcif nud indiguation i as if your wife oi' 
dcapsKt frioiuls wcifl abusud in your proseuoo ? Docs 
il pain you, ijveu to ngony, to bear men fiwoar in the 
hUuets; to siMi them hueak the Sabbath, and triimple 
on Gi>i]'b holy oomniatnlmonta ? Shihuid you ^'o througli 
tho stroots anil lioar ojiecralii'iis and uLiusos ponied 
upon your dearoHl; CAithly friend, fwni cvoiw qnarter, 
m2 
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it would fill ynn wLt[j griiif jiiid inJignation unultor- 
able. And ran yoii wnik tlie Htrecta, miii hew fiod'a 
Iioly namii pofnncd ; cwj liid &ibbath desecrated ; hnata 
of impfini-ti'iK unimrH trauipling, willi miaanctified ftet, 
iiprjn JiiR Lijih and h'ilv aiithnrity, and not be grieved ? 
TJion jou an: n hitrJciicd imd shamulEfs liypocrile, if 
jnu pr? tend Ifi loYO yotir Mukur. 

AgaiHf icfi ars nutttmHp crejkdouf^ and pleated ifms 
it&tr <in-9/ ffood of t}rf.o rp/toja tm iof^ It a a well-kiiomi 
(hct, that it ia liUmparfltiTely eaaj' to believe wliat we 
dc^FV to btilievc. And wc cim believe in aecordance 
Vh'ilh otir feclinga, npon slight testimony. A tfiaa will 
Ihulinvo wJiat he wanta tn bclicvp, almost ngainat testi- 
in'^ny. If the thing aocrird with oitr desires, 'WC are 
iLUl incliiird to qnistion tbe vaJiditj of the testimony^ 
by whi[;]i the draired fact ia oatabTi&lied. We "wdtueBa 
th(? dovclfipnipnts of tliia \j\,-rr of mind in tlie tranbai:- 
tjuna of cvpry day. So on tlnj auljjecl of inHgion ; 
when Chrititiiriis hear of the. couveraion of any one^ or 
of It ruiiiai'luLblc revivn,! of rpligioa, or of ajiTthinc rIsj 
that g][>rifica God, thny manifest a na.diBe66 fj bdiwe 
it, bccanac it ?o fiwwvia with tht^r de^w*. But Jo 
impenitent ainnerg abow ihal |hc> love God, tliat their 
bcarla are set upon bia glnry, and tlie luteresls of his 
kingdom, by mnnif citing p, rt.'adinoaa to bclicvs what 
tbcy hcFir in favour of I'eligLon f Let your coimiaiLii 
3[>eak, 

fer/igt imtl Aajipiii^xa c/Omsv ica her. If wo gifiiitlj"lovo 
!Ui individual, we^tleiight in tliu^ci vj\ia Jionnur him, 
nnd try to promote his intercet. "Wb arc not apt to be 
very particidiVr nnd gdeklibh aLout tlie uiains tJiJi. are 
n»*d to promoto this ohjcLt^ if they are but Enects-iful, 
*Vt most natutiilly embEace, and most cordially n£U» 
tlio^c iniiaiif that j^ruioiEe the hig^BBt sucdwa. Witneaa 
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the conduct of poHticians ; Fee how wige» mdnfitrbLi^, 
and energetic tbey arc» in devising and e;? eciiting mi)jinfl 
to elect tbeir favourite candidate. Yon do not hi^ir 
them stop and tiivil, and eiiticibe, ajid End fault with 
ajiy me^timv^ merely because it ia jiow- if it ie nut 
wicked, and if it piuiuiae!^ succhs, its being new or old 
will not bt a i^ufiicient objectifln to ilft being naid, if it 
bids fair to accorapliflh tJicii favcurit« object. So with 
Obristiana, wlifrac bearl* ace act upon prumnting thy 
ploty and honour of Cud. They are on thn alert; &re 
looking out, and devising new means of efEof^ting their 
lavDurite objectd Tboy ara indubtrioub flJid eiicrgi^tin 
in firidiiig Oiit new ways, and s^ptiug new cx]>cdieiit3 
tu brhig libout the salvation of tho wudd. But du 
einneis ».p]>\y thcit miuda tu t]ii& uubjtot, .mcE eUow 
tliut Ihey uitj iiitotQstud In tbc jjloi-y of i^Jml ? Ai-u 
tlioj plnnniu^ and. dovibiii^ liberal things Fur Zion '^ 
Aril tlit^y linilinji out nijw and more lenwjs^iM inetJioda 
"f ]]roiiii>l.liig lliu H^ciy of Ood, and the salvation i>f 
inooS Do yuu, biiiJiex, fed tejoLccd when somo nfto 
iiifutittv ia introduced, whkli has a tendency to pro- 
jiiote Ihia j,Tea£. ■work ? Du ynu hail It ne ona uf the 
uiEans by which the great object is to bo flocoiiiplialied^ 
upon whicUyonrbisart is suprcmiily oat I 

Again, ii ir dt^icult/or vs lu hcliiroe an. apil retort of 
one n-huTii ve hve^ Go and tell tba-t aCViutionatti wife 
of Efome dipgrafeful conduct of bcr bushanil. Go tell 
that mnthGr of the dissjluEc anrl ai>aiidimed cundact nf 
liui' only 6on ; di> you find ihoni naify and willing to 
buliUTO tliuso re^wrfft? Du they believe them witJioirt 
4]UBBtion? Noj but tbey v^ill sifl; tho teatimonv, ori- 
ticifle, apd Hrutinizo, and perhaps no woiglit of evidence 
that yon vmi biTng ta bear upon tbuiii >%ill thoroughly 
Lvnvince tljem of tho faeEii. Wliat lav^ycr is there, 
kLo has not aeon the difficulty of convincing a juror 
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.Tgftfnst hia wilT ? (f tlie jnror alrongl^ JeaireB tlijit 
the tealimnny of a ivitne?^ sltonlil not be true, v/ltai ti 
afiglkt apjihfiMnco of inconHsteiicy will cause lutii to 
give Jiis tpqtJmon>'all to tlie wluda 1 TiiU law of miinl 
devi?Iopg itaelf^ vnth eqnaJ uiiiloriuil}', npon Ibo aiib- 
jpct of religion, Qv iud ropurt ainnng wwm-hearkd 
<7lirTsti:Ln^ ii rtorj, ivhetLer truo »r f^lne, whioli^ if 
trap, ie di^ononrable to Goil, aud injurious to tho 
interesta of big kinf;;dom ! Sou bow iuatantly tlioy M-ill 
a^k for yonr authotity^ burutiuize anJ gift tbo Icati- 
laimy-, md yun iioad not uxpbct ilmui to Jjelicvu^ unload 
ifc come itfiiii tijem 'v^-itb tbn forco of (t(inioti^tra.tmii. 
But do yinners maoiftst this vuviUingcEFR to bellove 
evil reporla of teligioTi ? Slujuiil you iipfir an liviE 
report eoniii'rurijg tUa fnuiily of hciiiiB near frioijii nf 
j-ouraj aEiunld jou Jieiio: tliat ont of the aon^ hii.f 
grcatljf dj^rrjted bia f:ttlicr, ^lio "waa your intimate 
aiid miicE bcluveJ fiienJ, would Vf^uo TTipwi satisfy 
JGiil "WijuIdtUa mei-e say eo, af Bumi: ii-rcgiionaJblo 
individuaf, be cuaeidered by ycm aa Hiiflicimtt |]ronf to 
coDimoiid yoiir bebtf uf Ibe report? No; yoTi iroiild 
a^ ibr bijjli iind unqiii!nti<iDablo authority, and eTen 
Uieit you W4iuld any, I criu lirifdfy believi? it. Now^ 
siiiuer, wb^ you lieav any stundalDua report of finy 
jleacoii or mitiipttj^or any otlicr profceaod cbiid of Gxrd, 
do you find yoiii-pulf instantly rfeiiitin^ the report? 
Do you find yciiivRi^Jf iiiisbnfiil to call fur iiirther proof; 
to siffc and critLciao Ibe t^^ioDy, to weigh and sor[[ti- 
niwe, and give tho ropoit to tlie "Wind^^ 02 fiT&e and 
alw-udorouB, if you find diatrepjuicy or absiitdltv in it ? 
Do you foeJ tlm inward riaiiigs of indignation, Emd 
yoDT tbnujrbte and fcoliTiga tidtiug tlm attitude of sttyuj- 
topgUancy, wh&n sucb a Cred-didbunonring report is in 
ciix'ulatiou ? Do you feel wb™ giJch ^torios are re- 
ported about Cbi-irtirtna, aa you would j,bout slander 
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tliat wjt^ ntlerud against yimr wife ur di'^treat earthly 
Mjid? 

Again, w^en w^ m-g •^mnpefl/^ to hclkpp. ant e^;U rfpfyi-f 
<^ f^ o!^t <f our 'i^ccivm^ KB ojv 'va-eful not io jite ii 
unneeesiar^ puUmt^/. DoOd tbo mothor go and p\ib- 
Jisb, all abruod^ tht dini^race of bcr cliiblreTi ? Does 
tlio flflbctionate wifo trunipnt ftbread upon tbfl winds of 
beaven tb« diHginoR of ber beloved bn*(band 'i No, no. 
Kliu locks it up Tu her fail]iful and affj^ctionate boHiUJ ; 
tfie nioibcr and tbe 'wifo aeoi up ibcir lipa in eiiencc, 
and bi'callie not aloud tbe rarors of tliose they lo^u. 
So Willi Cliristianu ; wbcn they are coii?iuced beyond 
?Xl contradiction tJjat eoiniithing hai occurred wbicli 
baa dialionourod trod and roligioiij do they go and blajB 
it all abroad ? No ; uulem ['ompollcd by cenacieute to 
givo it nllei-anci'^ id ruiuaina a wiiut in their uwn 
, Ij-eaaL And U-i-c h't nm nfik, Hinner, nto you tbiie 
Uin^rul nnC |,o I'li-culrLte wliat you know tu Its triiu m 
tiku dihUTi'dit i,i r^'IirjiuiL, D,i]d tn tlio friends of Gudf 
^ifpjifiHu you liad Boi^ii a iniol'^trr, or aome other pro- 
feftic:d cbild nf Gud, oil" bis griai-d, and. liad witnessed 
ill him iLu £y>niruif6ion of >^inno diagraccfid ain, would 
you, from love to the ean^e, lock it u]> failhTully in 
your brcBHt, and ncscr breathe it furth upon the 
alightest breath of ait, leal it flbould take T^in^t, and 
God. should \m disbunoured. \{ you bear iiny inil[- 
Tidual repotttiug Bomelbing lliat is dlcbouuurablo to 
riilig]ou,docKit diiiiToi*^ you ? Do you reprovohim fur 
it ? Do you endeavour to hu&b tbo niattar up, and beg 
him not to repiijtt it? I leave tliis q^uestion with your 
ccm^iuDcefi. 

Again, wg niflnritjlii frtj to jjTri tU inost jar^mblo 
c^'mtnictimi upoa am/ er.mt that misfit be in^itTinfts to 
tiie ia^ai-^sor rspui^ihit of a frimd lohmn wq hm. If 
an ovcjit has occmred that admita of divorti construe- 
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iioaa, ivfl uatnrall}' put lliat gonfltniction, if [jos^blo, 
QpOQ it, tliat IB «nst CDiiHUtenl ^tW the liontiir and 
ruputiiUou uf <^iir fiitia^L If a i;irc<iJii6t9nce lahunld 
DCL-ur ui till? faniify uf n. LeliivQii friend of outs, -wLLcli 
[ulniLttbd of t>v(] [>]]piKitt: uunstructi^iL^ ; iiilu uf whicli 
would ilif^race oar frienU, and tbe utlier nut at all, v^e 
sliOuld, iioiu Use vnty constitution of our being, na- 
turally indine it the construction lltat was in hia fn- 
vnur. It in j& la,w i>f minrL tliiLt cliaiitj" Uf lo^e hopctli 
nil tliiugti, lH>Eit:vnt.li aK tlLiiigH. i^iiuEtitL all things, and 
IB ovei" l^?all/ to j'Ut tlie inoflt trLvimriiLle cLuistructi'Hi. 
upon any evont that tbe natum of tbi! unse ivill admit. 
Wo BDQ tha oporatipn of tliis principle, and tbe de- 
virlopTiioiit^ of ^liJM la^ of rjiind, in tbe occuir^bce^ of 
uvury <5ay- Yuii will une (Jliratians iuclining tu put 
tlmC conslriiclJOD ujiun any Gvant tliat ia mopt oonsiatenl 
wltli the lioiiDur of rdigiou aitd i>f God. fiut Juyon wit- 
ne&H tiiia &iune diflpueatioii in siiiuoi'a 7 1 )o yuii, wmiBre, 
wtiu aro horOf find iu youi'siilvis a dt^iri:! to consltUL! 
ovory ambiguoiie oociirrcnco in tli&t way wLicli ib moet 
fiiTOumblo lo roli^oii? If Bometliing is BTid bj- a pro- 
feasor of religion tliat tunu out not in bo tiuo^ dn you 
uQtiirally aaoribo it to iniabLke, or to a minuudm-fltaud- 
ing, itnd find vouratif viiry nuwillibg to boHuve tliat In: 
ineEuit to liu ? 

Again, wAai an^tftheftie/^^otawhi/atiDB^eot^ 
iwfl fidl inio anrf wndiKt thai in yrsutl^ d^nftonouralln 
Ut fhe diferi of our affhrlrnK, ii tUutrevgOB vs, a/ad lea ars 
di^poRfd, Oi/ir as ponihU, tn preetjnt a ri^etition of tho 
etenl. If the son of onr dearcqt friend sboald fall into 
a dlsgrnGiHiil crinio, and sboidil ill one pmjHeneo bo 
giiilly <i{ thingsi thiit were DslcTibtted gnwtty lo difl- 
bonoiiT his f^thfT^ or bafl he. mn away from bib fatber^ 
and was wandering a vtigftliond up hiiiI down tbe 
earth ; wc should naturally deftim to teclabn bim. Wo 
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fihouIJ love !vnd pity him for bis father's Fako ■ stiould 

leel grieved and distvr^ed at Ihe dislioiioin' that thia 
sou wjifl bringing ii]irtn hij< Ijilhei- : filuiiild foul iuelinixl 
lo warn and esiMatnbtG ; to pray for Uim ; and inaffji-l 
of going and tiiTinpcliiiy bis foihngs all abroad, -vre 
flhoiild naturally bci tender of IiJb reputiitiuii. fur big 
fiitber's ^lio, and do all that we bnnestly and con- 
sistently could to fovei' up hie ^ulja, Xi^w, ^nncf, 
liow do yoii behave, wboif you see OliriHtia-jia cit and 
got out of the way? Do you feol df^treaMd that they 
hr\u^ eueji diabonoiir upon GoiJ ? I>o you pity and 
hvo iliom for tln^iv heavenly Fathwr'fl saiko ? Do vou 
pi-ay for, [Hid wam them, and try yooc ntrnoat to'i'e- 
clainithem? I^t eonstience fpeak ; I will nnt bring 
a railing ncenaation agaiuat you. I^ut lut coniif;itUH:e 
i-ehnki? you b tho namu of Ihu l.^ijib 

I ahal] conclude tliis diBiioumi witli si'vcrat remajrtg, 

J-'uvi. ■^ViUi ^Jl these fa<;ta btiiriug giimor" in the face, 
itni.iliijg out in bold rdief, npon IJiu very licud and 
frrjiil of tbi;ir own experience, how in it that they can 
suppuao thfmaelvee to lovp (Jod? Nothing h mots 
winimon thtin for irapeniteat HomrH to affirm that they 
dolovoGodi and yet iiothiiii^ is moi-eccrtnin than that 
tlioydonotlo^ehim, IVhence istliipmistaki]? I jinewcj', 

I, 'J hey do not dieElnj^uish hstwuen an adiuinLliou lA 
bia natural attributfa, which thoy sometimes feeT^ and a 
luye to Lis moial diiuniitcr- llic omnipotence, onjni- 
■ffiiener^ ommjireseiiHi^ olemity, nnd wisdom of God, are 
ottr-ibiites, »p]ii(^, wliBi, considei^'d, are 4alcnlaled lu 
JflBpire awo and admirition in liie brpast of intvUln^nt 
buing^ whether tlmy ait ainful or holy. These attri- 
butes have m nioxal character. Jlie devjl luiueelf mity 
be GHed mth awo and admiration, when cmitemjjlating 
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tliii diB|ikya uf his tuiun'al ntttiliutf^ wliidi an; mBiiL- 
{aA^ tliroii^liout all creatimi- 

AgaiJiT Mnn<?iii mistake a ^^flfish gratitiidu for lovu to 
GckI. a Biipemely aelfish being iniy bt gmteful for 
f»v<nira lmaU™-cil u-jmii liimsdf, without nn)' true rcgord 
in UiE character of till! wUn bratowaj tliu UcMsinj;. 
-BoinutinieE whan sinneB escape from death, nnd fiomo 
nmrkcil pro'iiltncH is interpowd in tiieir boliftlf^ tliuy 
feBl s kiiirt of gratitulo ; and thry might feel the enme 
kind of gtatitiiilo lo Sal-m, la they do tii God, hud liu 
hcstowed tlio same Eiyuur upon them. 

Asain, flinnifl^ niakp tlielt own god, aniT fall in lovn 
witli a god uf their own creation. They concoivo Gud 
tu lie Biidi a being as they desire him lo be. They 
atrip him of his esential altrihntea, and aacrihe to him 
B characii^r thai suits tlioui, and then fall in love witli 
their imj^dary god, and walk by the light of their own 
fire, Slid ooinpaffi tbeniselves ivllli spnrka of their own 
hindliiig. Tlie UniveiHaliat creates a god for liiciiaelf ; 
conceivis of hit" ae abeiug jnat sailed to liia Uate; and 
if yun keeji out of his view the esaential altributra of 
justice and tnith, lio will talk and f^el Tery piou^y ; 
hut hring before his mind tljo tT'i^ character of fiod, 
and liis lieart bucumes itt once liko the tronbltd ocean 
when it cuuLoi; rest, wbuse waters cut np mfre ind 
dirt. 

S. Yen aee why it is that illipenileut sinners thinii 
religion is anmethiiig vory gloouiv. It is becanso tlicy 
haTC no Icvo lo God. What would you think of a 
woman who should think it a very gloomy bnainea to 
be with lier hnfiband; if ahesliould complain nf it aa au 
irkaome and disagreeablo taak, to engage m those offices 
that ahe knew wonld pleaso him— if she accounted it a 
grief, 1 bnvden, and a vexation, tn engage in the diiliea 
of a *;^'ire^ Yon would say it waa domonslratiou abso- 
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lute that she did not love her buabaiid- &d it is wiLh 
oiuuers. "When thev conceive of religion as somctliing 
gloomy, and calcukted lo rob tlicin of all tiioir joya, it 
uj demoiish^tion that they do not love God; that tliey 
have no delight in pleaaiug him. 

3. Von aeo fioul this snhjt^^i why it is that sinners 
crow Ti'eaxy and complain of iiavinjf ttw many and too 
long luectuigs. What would you Uiuik, stionkl you 
hear an individual who profeeaed lo love yon, complain 
flf weBxincBS onaoeeunt of the length of your intetviow ? 
Suppose hu Bliould »ay, Oh flie time docs seem ao long, 
I do wieh our interview was ended. Von would under- 
Bt[uid it. You would not, and could not, boUevo tliut 
Ilia iiHut was greatly set npon yon. &> when you hoar 
sinniire coinplaiuiug that there arc ao many meotiiias, 
and (uproaaing a wish, that iliey shanhl nut hu nioro 
than nil hour in longtli,thia i?an index to tlicirfcclingui 
limy do not Ini'o lloil; thoyhavc no delight in his aer- 
vicw; it id a hiirlhen and a vcTatiou lo tlioni, to bo 
HLlInd 111 Bfieud u short time in Ilia presence. 

4. j\gJiiii, yon SCO how it is fliat gome professotfl of 
niligiun prufer parties of pleaaiii'e t* prayei^meetings. 
Praycr-mootinga are tlie 1U0*1 delightful parties tn those 
llint love God. But to those that do not love hhn, 
tlioy are not a aource of happiness ; and when they are 
attended hy sncli pcrBona, it is fVom other motives than 
fruin Inve lo God. "Wliensver yon sec profeisors of 
religion loanifeating more llltereat in worldly parties 
lliiiri in religious meetings, you may know that they 

, an* l]y]]ocrite5, 

li, Yun 900 from this Bulijeet, tint lie;/ are dcecived 
who s.y they olwaya love God. There may he soino 
inatanfes, where peraons mnyhaTo been converted ai> 
young, that they cannot reincmhor the time when they 
did not love God. It them are such persons,! am per- 
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bu^di?(] tliFLt Fiidl iTIQt^lucs liaT*', liitliiirhi, Lmti very 
iTU-ii; witti tN(3e PKceptiona, it ia [■ortain that rfey mv 
deouivml, "who &ii|>|io?ir tlmy liiivc alwave loveil 0<jd, 
"^Vhy, by IJieif own ishpwiiig, thty hnve never Ijad i 
ebaiigo of hrnrt. Tlicyfcrl towards Goi ae tlioyalivajH 
did. If t>ih]y eviir ArjJ truly loved Gorf, wlion they first 
ejifirdecii ihia love, Ihey would kriow that it was souic- 
tiling new to tlioiri, iind mnid Tifjt possibly snppo^ tliat 
thi'y Jiad always loved him, 

Agajji, is. You flcft from this sutgi'ct that inipenitont 
ainiiera arc ofttn great hypociit™. They jrofelK to Im 
very mach opposed to h^-pocriay, and aay tbat they lil{e 
tmo religion ; they dcairc to une pa-soug sijieei'o in what 
they [jrofeBs; thinl; true religioQ is a i^oo'llhia^, and 
are very much in fivvoiir of it. They pietuiid to bn very 
friendly to tind, and 5ity that they love him. JJow In 
thpso proFi'Ssiona they are arrant hypocrile& (Slli^ 
might &ji_vlo them, " I know you that you hcivo not the 
love of God in you." "Do men gallver i^ileH of fjmrjis, 
or fig! of thiatles." "To are thoy lliat jnatify your- 
selves before joen, but God knowetU your lieattH,'' '^Yo 
aerpoits, yt generation of vipera* liov* can yo ownpi: the 
damnation of bell]" 

7. You see fironi tlilu HuLjeet tho majiifo^t and biire- 
faoed hjTioepisy of thoa; profcstora of rclision, wlw 
unneecBsardy pnblisb tho faldts of Christicins, Wo 
somctiuios we profe96Ctl Chlib-tijiis, ns fni-wanj m ufioak- 
ing In all conipaniea and on all ocoa^ioug, uf tlm faults 
rtal or supjioaed of the profcKi'il dlildron of Gml, as 
iufideb are. Tbey will load down tho winds with their 
complaiiiiugi of the impi'udeiica and fimirg of thoaj 
■whoae ollaiaeter^ are neaidy jissociateil with all tlic on- 
defired iuteteets of leligiuu 1 and tliifl they ofti^n do when 
no sucjj tljiug is oallcd for, and wbtru there can bo no 
just pj-etenee tliat (rod^ or the hitereats of religion, 
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raquuna tliis service ot thoipliMids. They ivill even 
somehmeB, f<i give theie thinga tlie greater publicity, 
puhljiih tbtm ill the newspapers ; anil [til lliis under (ho 
slioiir prdcnoo of doing God service and lionnStmg the 
oaiiso of Christ. Bnt this is the pecise iiiothiid, and 
tbo pieioniled motive of the UniveTBalisis in their bkn- 
JlTOUS publicailoiis agiunst God and Iris fcrvauis; and 
tliorc is no moi-e reason to bdievi! that sueh professors 
of religion have flio true intercbta of Clirlel'e kingdom 
at hoalt, Tlian tiiore is to believe that UnivotHallsts am 
notnated by a regard lo llie ghjry of God. Casoe Ijttvo 
oecuiradbiwhieb professors of religion liavo entertained 
paasougors in ateaul-ljoats ami in olluir public places, by 
retailing eJinderous lopoits of rovivnl men and moasurea. 
Vast jitejnrtice has loon ereated, and immcnss evils have 
i-esuhod, ftum this infidul souduet of those who ]m>fii» 
to love the IjIobbolI Giil!. C aliame, whore is thy hlilijb I 

It is iiii|i[iBsiblu, Iroin tlio veiy hiwa of then- mind, 
that ttiey Hlionid engage m tbia ivorh of death, Ibis mis- 
chief of holl, if they tiuly love the cause of Cbnst; and 
to tbub «Tintonly hang itp llie cause to reproaeli, by 
blazing abroad flic failings, real or supposed, of those 
vvliow name, and ehaiDcter, aod tnflnenec, are idenlifiod 
-ivith tbo ilflirest interests ot Zion, is aa ahsolnlo demon- 
stmtiun that they are hjpociiies, aa if Ibey tlioinsolvis 
abonld tahu thoir oatb of il- 

Fhto%. Whiln sinners imagine that they love (iod 
already, it is not likely tiial thoy ever -will love blin. 
Sinner, if yon think that you love God already, you 
;vill nevf* cealisii that you need a change of heart. If 
yoi* really du lovuliini, you cortMidy do not nood a now 
heart, unless yon would liave a beart fliat does not lovo 
bim. .In pretending that yon love God, you deny tlio 
very foundation of tho dueliine of Uio new birth. But 
let me toll yon, sinner, yonr delusion will Soon by lorn 
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»wny. You cmmt alwaj^ disMi-e yourself will] [lio 
Inijiginntion tliftt y<ni love G'xl, You arc going Eripidfy 
to otcniity. 'J'lipre ig, evpu iiow» perliapa, Ijiit n step 
betw^ii yjfli atui deaHi. TEis tnnmput t]tiit you appRnp 
in tie pttaonci! of ymir Sl.-iker, aiij lioliolj Hic infinite 
contiTiricty th<src 19 betwist your uLaractpv nild Jiia, 
youT [LcluMon will vanUh for ovur. You |.rotoilil in 
loYo (Jod, wiiiJe you know tlial you liivo no delight in 
his word, tfc worsliip, or Mrviiie. 0)l I wlint wiuiM 
liesiTen Ijo to yon ? you calinot enjoy ii timyer-m^otifi" 
fur ono hoar, 2ni ivliat WDuld you du ill icibvtTi^ vm- 
ploypd id Oyd'a tervipp for evtr aaid over? Would 
hoftvon be licaren to yon ? \vou!d you foul at home ? 
wonid yon be bajipy tlitn? ? wiiat ! willioiit tlie lov^o of 
God in you. AWiV witJi this deluaion : " for verily I 
3ny unto you, siceiit b man bo born ugain, lie riunot 
SEo tlio kingdoiu of God." 
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J*uiDj-6 "Jpb- 7— "Thtnunal raina iH tiiiiiil) aRiiiirtf Pn^f, lor iE lb not 
jiLtijrtUorliDL-vworyo.l, [[■illi^LbijK^lcrvnlc" 

The law, s|>okoii of lure, ia ilie inorol law ; or tlml 

law wliioli mjuiros ujun to love flod ivisli all tlioir 
lii;art^ and tlidr iioigliboiu' as tbeiniflves, TliB faols 
affinnod by tlie Apostle arc, thnt tlio oiirnid miiiii is 
enmity agninat God, and for that Toa^on \< not ailbjoct 
to llio!^™ of (iod; tiiat in, it doc? not oljcy tlio law of 
Ood, nfitliot o( mniiio am it ol«.y iLia law, wliilo it 
oonlinncs to Im Dliniity agjiuat God. The alMisti" does 
not nfliiin tliiit ft fcinuer ciiuntrt love Ci>d, but tliat a 
(fUlial nnnd laniKit Inve God; for la affinn tlin,! a 
OiU-iiiJ raivid onn loi'e fiod, is fjic SMie 35 to alfirEII (liat 
emiifj- iEsi'lf onn bo lovi:. Ill spealdog from tiiteo 
words, I d^gii, Iftt, tih bIiow, 

What ia not mojnt liy tlie carnal mind. And, 
and. Wlial llie oallial miud, as used in the tejit, dotB 
moan. 

2\'). Tint all men, wlio have not lieen bom by the 
Spiiit of Clod, Iiave n carnal mind. And, 

4tli. Tliat thia rqma! mind 1" enmity against God, 
i, I am to show s\hat is not mBsat by llie onrnil 
mind, as usod in the tout. It is not moant tliat uny 
part of the substance of tlio soul or body is flimity 
against God, 

2, It 16 not meant tliat tbeto is illiytliiiig in the con- 
s2 
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fititiition or 6n"b5tanL-e uf Imitj or Ubind tliat i? rippo^ed 
lo Goi, Tlie niiaO is not satiiriiteJ or ftoaJttii with 

3. Kor [a it moant tijat tha minii or htxiy ig go cuii- 
atructed, tlijit, fi»iTi tlie conntiiAdion of oar ■'miuTCt wa 
are opposed to GL)d. 

4. It is nut meant tlijit there are appetites or 
propcnsmK that Jixo coiiatitutionol^ ■whi'^ aie enmily 
^inbt GuJ, 

5, Nor is H nioant thjit all ancouverlei men /eel 
ww&i4^fl flflW^iV/iifi orcnmltjor hotrod to Ood, Eumity 
mnj exist jn tliH mind, yiilicr as a volition^ or an eino- 
[ion. Wlien osiGtiiig in the form of & fdiiiun^ it is a 
Sittlwl ao^mn tQl\-i cTijirju^or and government, of sucli 
a natnro^ thftt while it may have an abiding iufluPiiGfl 
v^'urunrHULdudj^itmaynothaTea/ff^/esiBEriieeiif the 
mind. 

WJien e^dsting in the fnTm of an etnotviKy It thou 
con htitutes what wq caU^^i^,- and its esiptonco is a 
tnati^r of conta^ionenfls. I s^d that cuinitj- may exiBt 
in tho form of a volition, or a seltled avurflion to t*od, 
ondhavuan a1?lding in£neiit4i dvdt out conduct, leading 
119 tn treat QoA as an euciny, withimC rising into the 
form of (in CTnotiijrf, ihftl may ijB HGnsiWy fult, and he 
thu ohjyct (if coMciouaneea. Emutirjun cxiet in the 
TTiiiid, only when those ubJeLta nro hafyra it, tlifit are 
cabiilateiffl pToduue tUoin; anU n pnnuipal reason wh^ 
BinnCTs do not moce frequently pxei'ciso meh emotinns 
uf hiitred lo Q-od, aa to be eeiieiblo nf their enniTty 
sigajnst him, {5, that ihay seldom think nf Cod- God 
ia not in all thm- UiyuglitB. And when they do tJnnt 
of him, they do iiut think jnatly, or think of liiin aa hi- 
rrsallyis; they deetiye thcmselven with vEiin iTnagiim- 
■tiona, and hid^r from thoir own piew/ hi^ tosil charactet; 
and thus cover up llinif t-nfnitv. 
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n. I am to ahiivr what is incmit by tbe rAO-Tial n^^nd^ 
Jiii iiyod in tlio lost. The pivper tran&ktioi^ of ihia "test 

Im, ik^ 'mndinff f>/ ^hsjksh is m^itily OffaitUi G"d^ It m 
IV viiluutary skblo of mind. It is that ttate of auiireme 
j^lfisbneaa in whiuli aJi men arej prcivious to their wn- 
vdi'flion to God. 

It is a &t(ite of mind, in whieh, preLably, tliey are 
not horn, but into which t)niy appoat to fall >eiy early 
nfuir their hirth. Tliu gratiGuitlon of their appetites j& 
niiKle by them the auprcmc ohjtct of dsftirn audpurBiiit, 
and becomes the liiw of thcii" lives; or tliat law in their 
iiionibeP:, that whb againEt tlie law of their miDdB, of 
which till- apuatle a^teake. 

They DDuform thoir hvca aud all that actions to this 
mlo of Fictjanj which they have efltablishoil fnr tlioru- 
Mlve?, which in nothing nii>cLi uur le^a than voluntary 
Helfiahnnae, nr a or>ntri>Tl]TLg: imd altiding preforence of 
BelC-(p'D.tillait[oii filKiva tho commandments, mithurity, 
iin'l oli'i'y "I' tiod. 

It Mlifinid hi: wnll nndcrntood, and ulwuj'? i-cmtsm- 
bered, that the carnal mind, aa nsed hy the apeatio, i« 
not the jiiind ilsslf, but is n -voluntary aetioii uf tlie 
mind. In ether word^ it ia not any part of the mind 
orTiody, bntii^^ii^fl or ptefprence of the mind- It ia a 
iniiidiflff df l^jlesh. It is preferring aelf-gnitification 
before obedience to God. 

The conatitutiona] appetite^, both of bwly and mind, 
ate in themselvea innen^ent ; but making theiT gmtitici*- 
lloiL the supremo object of pursuit, is enmity agninat 
Gud. It is the diiiKt oppotitB of the chaiacter and the 
requirement of God. GoA reqiiirffl na to ^ibnrdinate 
all our appetitea of body and mind to liis gloiyj and t-o 
aim enpicmoly at hoiwuring and glorifying him. To 
love hicn with aU tmr heiuth, to btJn;i aM "tir po'wei^ of 
hudy and iniud iiuder obedience to the 1ij.vf of leva ; and 
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whfttewi' WO <fo. -wheiber we cut ui Jmik, we pliouid 
Jo iiJI t* the gloiy of Clod. J^'ow the MrnnJ mind, 
or the minding of tJic i1«filj,iu tUt Jita^t oppo^io of tliis. 
It ifl pnraiifng !\s a tiipreiiiD end tlmC wliiuli ia the ilirwil 
nppoate of (lie mjuireuientfl and charnGter of God. It 
fa ji clioico^ a piefeceoce, aji iibidiog leniper or disposi- 
tiim of the mind, v/hidx uonniBtn iii a dfltarmiiialiion to 
gmiify 9df, aad to make tliis tho high and euprcmu 
objpct of pmauiu 

III. I aiu to show tijat, proviooa to convcraion, all 
men are ui thin rfate of enmity ugninst God. The Bible 
apeal^s of iiien, aa possfflsing bj natiiro ouo cnminchn 
Tipart oc diapuaition. Thin text doea nut aiy that tho 
oimal mmd& □£ pninc iiita Fue enmity jigjiirat God ; but 
tha.t the catnalmtWis Kiimiiy aguiiiat Cod. In anothsr 
place Gud flayfl, ^^ evury imif^imtion of tlie thonghts of 
llieir AfflziV {Tiot heuita) ia only evil eontiniiallj-," An- 
otha- paaa^ Bays, " thi'^art of the sons of mpn is full 
f>f epil, and iiiadn<]s is in tbiar Aeari whilp they five." 
Indeed, uooonvortod mva tbroiighout tlifi ftible ari? 
spolteu of as having Fi, pomnion heart ; riTid wlut tlie Biblo 
a?^rts iaaooi] tu be ciniiitcr of fact. Go^iTOngboucalt 
thBrankfi uf tlie huniau riimfly,ftnm tKoseti'^itive feinala 
that fajutis iil the yfght of l)lood, to tlio hoiTj'd pirate, 
"whofle Byes flafJi firo and ^hnp-o Jipn lufm ivith bfas- 
phcmy ; and jn'osont to them all, thr-. ckiTnB nrf God and 
thfl gospcf •){ his Son, req^uire t^pm to repent and give 
tlieir hoa^bii to Goil, and with ime conaenl tlioy will 
plead their malilit^. (la tj the tefincd ajid luirtfiued ; 
tholcATLesJ and unlearned ; the bigli and low; rich gnd 
pour ; old and yonng ; maJc and r<:uiale ; bond and 
free, of ovory country and nf '■vacy clime, and not onu 
*if thom Cftu be pcTFTiaded to onihrace the Gospel^ with- 
fliit the intc^n^tion of the Holy Ghost. Now, linw 
!£ iL puaaihlolo account for this uotoriouEi fiotj but npnn 
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till? prinGijiEe, that liowovcr tiie aitor]!;^ lieportnieiit of 
difleront iudividualH mcy be modified by circunLetancos, 
howevor much tliB iiivtiirol tompor may be diade to 
differ, ^liircapectanieii, by Bdiioation, by animal terapura- 
mcnt, by tlifi state nf the hktvoos yy&tom, und a variety 
of orJicr comudiiiationsi still as it r&peote Gud, tlity 
poases? the same diapo^tion, and "will all, with one con- 
sent, begin to make exBueis for not Eovipg and obeying 
Lim. 

IV. I ajfl to show that this carnnl mind, or Jjiinding 
fif the ^tah, in enmity againat God. 

In my former disnonrae on ttie aiibjoot of de[iravity, 
I ondeavoiTTod to demon ritrnte, by iin appeal to facth» 
tliot uiiconTerEed men dn nnf loi^e God. 

'I'lie^iat point to beratnblialicd under the fourth head 
i>f tliia diacourao is, that Impenitent flinnora h/ita Go-I, 
1 Hhiill piUBilo till? eiino inothod, nppenl ti> tin? aanso 
Honiiim ftjr proof. Find i^o into the aamf? tieid r.nd ^ahhor 
rrir^lM ti) LMLJibli'^h tlio tiLitli ef tliis position, that 1 diil in 
|iroLPl' of Lite pofiition thnt men do not lovo God, My 
a|»]]oal id tu llie wtdl-kno^n Jtiwa of mind, ua tlieyare 
HCoii to develop tliem?elTes in the tratisEHitJona of evoiy 
day. And, 

Iftt, !Vs are nainraliy plefis^ reilh ihats things that 
iird ^i^leae'mg W uwr enmd^. Hatred is ill-will; 
tlictaforCi whattver displeaaea or diMMigea our enemy, 
gcatiiiog our i3l-«ill It la a contradiction to aay that 
wo hate on individual witJi a malevolent hatred, and yet 
havo no aatialaetion bi what displeaaes him. it is the 
HiTno aa to aa.y that the gratificstion of our deairea i^ not 
pl(3a?iiiff to no. We witneaa the devlopmenta of thia 
faw of mind, not only in oin- own ^aae, but in the mani- 
fi'srfed fcolingi of thoiiB aioiiud ns. See ibat man> if 
flr.mrthing liai" happoued greatly to dlsotli^ his enemy, 
lie caniiDt concoaJ the pleaEunj be tak^s In this event 
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If tlin auae liveab has in sum^ nitaaiire injui'ei] Liiiiii4!lff 
and he lr in foma dfigrce partalttiF in the conimua c^lIo- 
Tfdty, jet, if il. Jim uiucU mnru deeply injurcJ. or uom- 
plul^jty nitiiod liin liiLLvr enemy* bo foeis upon tlio w^ioJo 
g]s.tiG(!iI with Llm ovbnt, niid CDUsidoTB the ruin of liia 
onemy os ntom than a a>iDpensati*iii f^ir Liiii hwd Icrss, 
nad doH not niinJ liflaring tli"! portifjn thai, lias fallen 
to huB, inosinuub aa it hrie nverwhoJnitiri tlie mjiTi tfj^t 
lie au d'Kply ItJdts. Wow, whatever ho may say, iindor 
whatever hypoCTiticnl yrr^ttimu Sio mny ooncoal llio 
antiafactian that he fecla 'ui tliia eveaL^ yot it remaiiiu 
certain tiiat big hatred is gratifioH, that ho ntJly nt 
hcrirt tckki?i pludSiiTd ia an event which baa gratiJiei) Iieb 
Dialignunt oppuaitian tit liia enemy. 

We siiLithJaacnLc law efmniil developing itaolftuwiwd 
Ged. Sinncts nianifcat the greatest pleasure in ■?in. Tt 
is the elcidont in wliich tlioylivo and mnve, Tlif.y mil 
it a5 a awect meracl under their ton^ie. They drink 
in iniquity like WEitHr. They even weary theni3elv(£ to 
ciimtnjt iniquity. Tbey nnt nnly do these tiling? tham- 
selvpR, hilt, havfl pl(?a_surG in thi^Tii that Ait Uicm. Tiie 
THry things that are the most diftpleaaing tr, Ood nrc 
meet pleasjig to them; and the things that oie tho 
most plea^ng to God arc meat di^leoaicig to thenir 
They love what fiod hutcs, and hate what God liivca. 
This denionatialfift tint they aro in a state flf iniud 
which is tlie direct oppoate of the diaract^r and will "f 
God, The whole bent, and current, and iTiclination of 
their minda, are the liirect opposite of God'-^ rt'^uire- 
nient?, and arc emniiv agaliifit him. Thia is matter of 
ft«t. 

- Againr TVe ar&mtiiiruU;! ^iiHji&l tn see ihi/rmnh '•/ 
O^r en&mf fotft^e tmid ^JiOmmr hint. If e* mwi liate 
another, and the children or frieuds of this enemy of hLs 
do anything to grieve, or di^onour, or injure him in 
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any way, he may epcak of it aii if lia rtgrctted It ; imt 
if ho protends to rogi-ot it, lie is ahyixnTLto. It ie just 
an tortaiii tllat upniL tbo whole ho rejoices in it* ae it ie 
that lie liatfH hirri. Ho r'ejiiit;es in it hcntuso ItgratiGes 
his hatrtd. You aoe thia law of rnind inanirogtiiig JtiJDlF 
with oiinal nnifoimity and strength toward the blesssd 
God- "Whon the profeeaed Friends of t*od fnrsake hie 
vaxKK, and do anytJiing lo dialiunour liini, you maypet- 
oeive that impenitent annera are gmtificdd TJiey will 
apcik of it with csniltation ; and while ChrialJanS con- 
verge abnnt il "nnth sorrow, weep over it, anrl betake 
theniselvefl to firayer tlia,t God wiQ wipe away tlie re- 
proach, it willbeoonie the aang of the drunkard, and tho 
witrfccd in ])Br-n>OTng and in the comers of riie .-itroota 
will laugh at it. And Tcjaicc over it. 

Again. We ive <q>t to see -iwi/ mtr^mfi/ tJcR faults nf 
the frier'ds <if oia' mooiies. AVitli whiit flcmtiny will 
politicians eeojch aflxir tlin ^dlA of tiio friends and airp- 
porters of an oppoaing cnndidntc. How eaglc-iiyod ia 
that loan in scorcbLug nnt oil the iailings of tlioac tliai 
fovonr hi? enemy. Ho^ politicians and others will not 
only aeo thciT real faults, but will greatly magnify thsm 
and dweQ upon them, ucitil they fill their whole fitld of 
viiiion ' They give their attention so exclusively to 
their ■fitult'j, a^ to Ibrget that ibey have any virlnoa. So 
enormoua do thar faulls a,ppear, that where they hiiva 
the appeurEbDce of viitue, it ia :iacnbed to dupHiiity and 
hypoerisy, 

Now, yon see this aame spirit often manifesting itself 
toward Gml, With whet a. sGarohiug aud maligaant 
g.-vto iTi; the eytra of uaeonverti^d men fiistened npnn the 
piofCMud frienda of God. How eagsily they note their 
faults. How cnonnoualy thtfy um^iiLfv tlicm, -"md how 
apt are they Ci> afcribe every appearance of Vfftue m 
them to Ijigotiy and hypeorisy 1 
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Again. We ore apt to rfmiiiterpr^ tits jJiotiffr^^ ond 
pia t^ Moref con^ncti/jti tpim ifie amdaet t^ the en&u^ 
cf oftT fr-'tendi. M Uiey Eire ^voiiring tlie mttrestji, and 
cjidGn.vDiuiiL'^ tu ptoaiote tiie }i9p[ji.rL«4S f>f one whuiii 
■W0 grofiily hate» ™e Ijbhuld all ^leir con'lnct f]iraiig;h n. 
jiMiQilicL'il i^e. The beit tilings in them itrc oftuii 
aptxLtKd Ly us to llie worst of motivpa; and thoeo 
tLiiigfi ill ilicui -wliicli JeservQ the Ta'^ pjiusfi, are oftun 
bjUR tliir initst eeyeruly tepifltated, Yonr Fuquaint- 
aiicy with youi' own lieiiri*, mi^ "^^ ^^ <^j?velopTiicntH 
oftLo bnmaiJ (!bariLctpraroiiiiiIyuu,wiQiiietantlr supply 
jibinidant pcoofa of tJiia ramark, Thii fciitnre of tlio 
liiiniim aliEimctGr ofLSQ moHt oiioualy de^tlopa it^lf 
towMd Gvd, Hn-w frcquontly ilu ive heac vrapcnitmt 
fiiiuiErra oi^cribing tlifi moat praiseworthj' deeds of Goil a 
profiffiod fi'ieiiilB to tim moet uiiwocthj' motivea. ^lo^v 
often ITU tlitic acl^ of ^jroattgt eelf-dGuisJ, these things 
in whiph they must buoiWy Eerve and nnfit MHirty re- 
E&inbla Gorij nuut^ixoBnutLidj aBciilt&d to the bj\spfit of 
Tfl&tiveB, and made the vmy rojisona upon wlairh they 
gronnd their pertiuiKiioiiB oppyaition to tliein I It is 
inipot&ihlc to ai^tonnt for this upon any otlktii principle 
thnij that of tiitir flumity figajnat Goil i for the ^stjdm 
against whom tliie ontnity ig vented are often eutirR 
Btrangtra to tbeni ; iiiilividqalsi ngaJnat whom they can 
have no pcnimal hostility. It la mooifertly not enmity 
to ihf.m.^ any fiirthec thea they rosonibla CloJ, that uatls 
forth thfw! ciiprrs^ifina of hatrad, bat to the Cituau in 
■wlikh th<^ lut: pugaged, to t}ia TEiuater whom they ewiVB- 
Again. Wtr^amrdlff thun thfnm^is f/fo^ e>remie!s. 
We natarally avoid the eouiety of one whom iive kuow to 
be pnrtjcnlflrly friendly tn oar enemy ; his cuinpany nvd 
(ymversitlon iin^ itkaomc to ns. We see thiK paiiia inpirit 
laaniiestcd by impenitent sinners toward the fL-iends of 
Gfod. They a,void them, — feel nnenp*y in thoir ix^mpany. 
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Their pressiee eeoma to impose reitriuiitB upon ainnerie, 
and they uamiot rtbiuu God w-illi ijuite as mneli freeiioin 
"wheti ClirJHtianH are preaent ; they are thorofore glad 
to diELpeiuttf with their cempany- Hnw ofton do you 
OJ^wrva impenitent fiinnors, in waking up a p?trty for a 
ttage-coach ur a rail'iojd car, po arrange matters bb to 
esclutle a ministei' or any cngagnd ChriBtian From their 
eompany 1 They fee! nneasy at his preeeneff, and mani- 
feflt the &ame temper that we should witnese, if some 
dibtinguitflind friend of their greatoat ei^my wort praaent 
vnth thom. How can thie be aceuniited fur on nny other 
principle than that of enmity iigujuFt Gud ? With these 
niiiuslers or profefflofp of itUgion, they have, piichnps, 
very littlp personal aoijunintfince^ have novet had any 
misunderstanifing witli thnin, nor hna any pei'suiial c^n- 
trovpL*^ Qxigled between Ihem, It inual he on aeeoimt 
of tlio oanso in whioh ibey ajo Ofigaged, and the maater 
whom Ibey eervu, tb^t thuy wish to avoid themr 

Again. Wo nattirail^ a^w& — nui^ni/j^ the r^irtues — 
and oEerloak fJte KJCtfl, of ih^ enemies of those uif hafi. 
now nnthg^a^ie ars politiciniis in their admlpntion at 
ilie talents, ftad wisdom, and virtues of thuqe who take 
aideg with them, and are ojiposiid to the alactien of ibe!r 
ipolUieal enumy. Jf rmy man has an enemy, he rfgat'^s 
it 03 an evidoiice of wisdom, in any ono elsr', to be 
opposoii to the eanie ntnn. He ia inclincrd greatly to 
overritte the mimber, Bod the tnlontq^anri the inflncnoe, 
of thoee who axe opposed to his enemy, If he beats of 
a few that oje oppoApd to him, and among tUoTU any 
men fif more than ordinary talenta, he is apt to magine 
Ibat almost evei^body ia opposed to him, and especially 
ail the talented and virtnons pait of the conimuuity, 
and to think that nobody favours him bat the weak, 
the sorvilc, a-id flirt inlereated. 
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IC !a jjiaE w on the salject of tiillgioii. Ilaw oftun 
do jna licar iinptTiteiit gimiera buHBting of tho UlGnl^^, 
nnri chn inimljnrg, and IJie virtues i>f infidols, Jind orcliDSi? 
tliat mii,ke no pretension to religion; boasting of tbe 
firdlent cliaracccrs, Ijigh Etandlp^^ and grtut infu^ncc 
irt the Ti^JLdcra HDiung the ur&ligiuLi^; wliile, ai tbegaQio 
time, they depredate both tbe namLenj anii tlio tnleuta 
oF tLogf? that rxe the friemia of God I Thoj often oun- 
aider them aa a bi<jhly» a. bigoted, ajid a jiriiHt-riddcn 
people ; and thit, (od, witJioui any dufiiille knowledge of 
theit iLUnibHre, thtiir chuactCTG, or ther inflnence. Whfit 
k this but the outbrtakinga nf onmil^ against God, and 
the eauae ^rhtcL tliuy [ova ? 

Again. JVs Tuilnrall^ hal6 id fMnk if our memiftr 
TLu huluaiL mind ig so coiifftitutcil, that midevoltnt 
truiotioiis distrese it, and nre the aourcc of miaerv. 
Wlioiiuver uur tliuiigfita are intensely occnpied in think- 
ing of au iiidi^idiin,! whom we hate, t!iose T03,lovoIi?Dt 
emotions -mill natunJly aj-iHir, -which nra condemtn?d hy 
thp contiaeiinej aiid %vhioh of tlii;m9elye9 conatitute 
mjeery. Fop IhJfl riHisun, nnUi33 it bo for tbe purposa 
of Rtuiiying revungc, or in aom? way to gratify our 
hatrod, we iiatnrnlly tiuxi our thoughts away from an 
Dbjeat whioli we hrue ; and whilo, as I have ahown in 
a fornicr diwonrBe, wc natnrally dw^U npon a "beloved 
objeatj wo JD^t iia natorally abstract onr tlioufihlt fmm 
a hated one. Behold the devekipmente vf tills Lkw of 
mind in its action to^m^d G&d I Siniiera banisli God 
ftoin th[;ir thmightg. Tliey aru "nnwilling to intuin 
God in their ■knop'ledge ;" and if at any time the 
thought of God ia Inljiideii npon tJieni, tfiny mauifest 
iineaeincaa, and immediately divert tUtlr a.EbentioD^ If 
tbey ftie really convinced tlia,! tbuy an; j^innera, ani^ aro 
in danger of hia -wratb, tlteir a:l£ab regard to Hujit vy/n 
liappiiie^s may lead ihtini to reflection, and iiidiicB theiff 
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to tbiiik of God, fijc tho purpcwo of duvisfng &naG 
meanaof efiOHpin^^liiu ju^t indignation, 

Again. We dijlike it eon-fe*-^ ahofii fJia»e ihai ire 
haUi ; and, unlcai it he for tliu pnrpoae oi t^Llniiiniatrng 
tberTf, iiTvf prvnring forth onr malignant host-ilily ugaiiiut 
thorn, Vie choneu to iVinii^ii flilant, and say nothing 
flbont them. Yun ofton lii'ai a man say of hia enemy, 
1 deare not to talk aboiil him. Ab I lia.ve shown, in 
tlie foimei: dlMOursc, we love to oonversi: about out 
fdends, becange sudh eonvET^fitioa at once enldndlta 
and eipresaes our love for Ibflm. Bucb conversation 
gratifies TI9. Eutwehafeto convorao aliont onr ene- 
miE?; for altLnugh there is a kind of gratiiioiition in 
g^vinjf vent to our enmity^ U i5 ac tJiG game tirno the 
source and the e^aenee of pain. Who haa not wit- 
ues^d the raanifeatatinma of this law of mind on tho 
subject of reUgieni "Who doea not know tliat sinneifl 
are avurso to talking about God ? Tliat they conTerse 
about bim seldom, roatUTCflly, and in a. mann-ic that 
shows they have no pleasure in it; hnt, on the con- 
trary, that aucb conveisalion gives them pain? 

ApaiiL, Ws are naliinttlff patted io h&tr <iut e>^emy 
■fimised^ Elero is a party of ladiei aod gentlemen as- 
*ieiuhlei3, and all of them but one are paitJonlarly 
frieiiJly to a dietingnialkod imd abaent individtii^. Thi^ 
one is bis bitter enemy- His oiinuty, however, is nn- 
known tu the eonipyiiy, and they, of courae, bimg up 
their favourite as the Subject of theii^ eunveisalion. 
Tfiiiy fndulga thomsd-ves in enthuaiastio commenda- 
tions of their absent friond, acid jjtc delighted with the 
coumiou bond of Byuj|>aLhy that foists anioug them 
upon tbia auhject. But mark the tmtKixraB^uient and 
*liiitr[s& of this cnensy. While they, -witliont heeding 
hie agony, indulgn thcuiaflvcs in the most laviah pour- 
ma furtli of applaneCf title ononiy ia filled with the most 
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irroprcssillo dieLroEis aud indignnbiuii. Jiu loakd at iiiu 
watuli, tukcs uut }iiu enuff-bin» w-j]kB to tlm wiiirluw, 
trEai to rHid u jiHSv^p^jmr, tnrud np antl dunn tlm 
ruUUl, trii^B to divfrt tin? Jittentiun af £lni cumpauy^ 
and intriiJtiee snnic otlitr ttrpia of convcTnatJoa. Now^ 
auppoHO tljit one of llio i'//^es turns to liiiti^ and ilc- 
inaD<lQ Ids og^iuion, rtniorlLiiig, ilii^ liu Bceinu to liQ 
ab^ent-mrndcd. and does iiul onjoy tlie conytraatinn. 
If he ia a gentlrmon, lie may ■wiafi to he veiy civil tn 
tKf la'^y^ aiifl cmSfavom: tn ■waive an jinawer to hrr 
-jufqtion- Hut suppose she prcas£is him^ and ■wnniieta 
ut Ins lieaitnnoy, iintil his r-onduot ittraotH tho atlHitiun 
flf the otiicr memljera ot ttie party, vrhcn they all, "with 
6XIC consent, coincide with the lady, md inaiat upon an 
esprcasLOD of ]ih opinion. Now, n hundred to one, if, 
in fipLle of Lis good breeding, lie dofs not manifest the 
enmity of hia lieoit, and cleaily eadiibit to the dompajij" 
the deep malgnitj'uf his feelings. 

Under sitiuliir cJrctiJT.i&tB.ncfis you may often witrtc^s 
the oiitlireaiings of enmity s^insi God. LpI & com- 
pany of Chriatians in a, ateam-boat or stage-coafili en- 
ga^ ill couvsraatiop Hpon thar faTomite topic. Let 
them converse of Jesns CLriflt ; and, after a warm con- 
v^rsa^oQ, hb thtiiii nppeal tu impenitent ^nueis in tlie 
midat of them for an cEpresdon of their opinion. Ox' 
if, wheu in a proper p1aue» they propose to i^uelude 
the interview with prayd'^huw often are they offeudtd 1 
Go and viait a family, aoiUB of who^ nle^nbers are 
Ohriatiana, i^ad others not ; sit down :»nd conToren 
wartuly with Iho pious wife on fhe siihjoat of religion^ 
ID tiie pcefseuuo of Ijti hijfebjiiid and iiuconvcrlcd fjicnilj' : 
what looka yuu n'lli iubtiiotlj ptni-cive about the huu&o ! 
Porbupe one vitli go out at tlib» doui, and Hnotliut at 
lliat, and if iiny of the impenitent remain, turn ju.d 
ditoi.-t yoiit cunvuiBa^oii to one of tliem ; if it ho eJiq 



TOTAI, HEPltATlTY. 



u 



liQBhnndf perhaps ho y/lW iiJinuat f<irgot that he ia n 
gLiitlemaii, and ahnse yon to your faco. Pcrhapa he 
will uny iiij religion is a matter between him and Gofl ; 
that he doia not thank ynu for your impertincnoe ; 
that it iq none of your bn^neaa, jmd that he does not 
thank you for coming there to digtiith him and hia 
fjijnily Ji]njn. tlie auLject of religion. Now, why doca 
he conaider thia a dislnrbaiiee ? Why dota he loot 
npon it aa an impertinence ? Why is he so diapleaaed ? 
CcrtaiJily he has no reason to fear that you wiE injure 
him 01 liie family, Tf he loved the eabject, and loved 
God, is it not certain that he would thank you for 
your viait, and he pleaaed with the iatei'viaw ? And 
iait nnti proof to demonstration that he bates Gud and 
roligion, wlien he considEra the kind iittroduetiou of 
the subject aa an intrusion and a. venation ? 

Ap;un, JVi ars "aatieraf^ ptiined liiui invreduluia &ii 
ham-hiff of thf pros^riiy &/oar cumay. It wolioiu that 
onr enemy k gaining fticnde, ec popubiity, or pro- 
perty, or in£uence, it distresses ua. Wo are incUued 
to djahelieve it. Ami, if there be any room foi' douht, 
■we are anra to haug a douht uii every point that admits 
debale, Seo that man with hi^ hypocritical iacH ; he 
has heard of tha prosperity d" hi& unciny, and proftsfles 
to r^oice in it. Bat if he bohevea it, lio only mRntions 
it on oc<iasioii6 wliere bo caiinot avoid it; and theTi,tl*o 
^^■.irit iind mi^nncr of hiit eouversation, if he pretend to 
fejoicB in iJ, will, to a discerning mind, develop tho 
deep hypiH^risy of bis iiuart- But if there be a poaj- 
bility ot na.lluig tho truth of it in qnestron, yon will 
find that he diabobevee il dtogcther. ^~ou will Gild 
bijn liwelhug upon, and greatly moguffying, Finy little 
eiitumEhiULiO that will rooderit iioprobabJe; while be 
dqireeijij,!^ and casta intn the shade the weighty con- 
hidaratiung tliat dcmon^trnte It? truth. Who has not 
o2 
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^'itn&!i9oJ tlie ejcliibitioni ihf lliia jiriiiuijifu un tiie sah- 
ject of ruligioiL? Ld, a, Te\na-i ut tlici pmspcrily of 
religiun, ruiii uf grait rrviuala, be cirnulflted throucli 
tin? eonimuDity, and ace how UnivcrsELlista, iiml other 
iinpcnitcnE ainci^H., wiEl niMiifc^t Tintsabcgg, «id Iry to 
digptove it itll; will qiiatiflnthe evidence^ nnd try to 
pQiir cUilteiEipt upon tlie report, and Dpon thoai^ that 
believe iL Thoy drh nnt believi; that so inmiy lijLve 
been oonvcrtci; you will src, aay thcyj tlsftt tlm pro- 
fosscd coflveHs wiU all gif hiKilc agum, and te -worse 
tlion ever. The reports^ any tlioj, are gre:iEty exag- 
gerated ; and if there are any CJhTistianfl in thoas 
rovivaj?, there urc proliably ton hypowiti^ to oneChris- 
^n. Such facte aa thflst spwat for thctHBtlTea. They 
manifest n ^late of mind that cnnnot bo niiatakeu^ 'It 
ia tlie boilinp over of enmity apainst God. 

Again. Ws niUuritU^ Aale e^Qyli to pranofe //'S 
ifU^eais of vur snetniis. "We are Tcry apt to cavil utlhu 
measures which tliej" use ; call their motives in qiiea- 
tion ; and find ^ great deal of fa.ult vith tlie £pirib and 
manner of tlieir efforts, when wears opposed to the end 
whicJi tlicy havo lti view. If it be to piomotB tht 
luleireMts t^f OTit ciiumy, wa ho naLuiall^ wjtcbing for 
oLJbctiLijU, and aiu i;aptioiL!i and iU-naturecI iu re^iard t:; 
their mo-venienta. We art apt to ridicule and oppo?e 
such efforts; and anything Liko itenl, in mci, a castf, it 
ioifltod upon by us as eutJiutiuBU) Mid iiiadn^si. "Wtt- 
ntsa the cunduct of inkpeoitent niuuoi'ti on tlie subject 
of reli^on. If any ofFof ts are made to promote the 
inli'iiste of the kingiloni of God, to Ijotioui' and glorify 
liiiii, tlioy aJ^ ofiiinded; Hity ^et up «ii oppodiiofi ; 
they nut iiufi'equently ridieuls their meetings, Epcak 
evil of those that are engaged in theoi, di:noiii|iic thoir 
zt^a} Jin <'rithii?ia&iii imd inadntisj, and wmiitliing for 
wlsicli thoy iK'^Tve llie i^oomttirii uf eJI tLuii' iifigh- 
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bours. People iua.y get toE^etlier and danco all nighty 
and iiupenitant Hiineis do irut think Jt objoctionahlo. 
The iJiiiatrE maiy he opened evei'y nigbt a.t gicat ci' 
pense, and the actnm, and niulutudes of othou^ iiiay bo 
oiigagfld all day in propntiiig fbr tJic onlertainment of 
tlie evoidng; aud thuy Iho d^l may get sip a pru- 
tractiid meeting, and continue ii for yeaia» and Hivy see 
no hnnn in h : no enthueJo^Tn in all this. Lathes may 
^ andfitay till iiiicbiight avcry ovoniiig- Poor peoi^e 
may go iMid tpead tlierr tunti aud inouoy, w\i ^vLieto 
tlioir health fuid hvEfl, and niin their uouls ; suid tJicro 
la no JiiitTn in all thia, But let Chnatijiua do aiiyliljing 
like this, ajidtixcrd&T ono-tcnlh pact of this zeal in pro- 
nfotijig the honour of Godj Euid Iho aalvotion of souls, 
why, it would hi talLed of frooi Daa to UocreJioba. 
Sinnera -imiy gn to a haJl, cr pai'ty, and utoy noai'ly all 
night ; but cKcoavcly indccorchUH it is for ladieu to go 
out to ersnin^ rucotingn ; ^ C'lniatians to havs pro- 
trnetcd meutinga, and to [iray till ten o'eloclt at night- 
Abominohle J Wliy, audi things am apokon agiunst 
in the newspapers. Thep are tho dubjecta of iiTiiutk 
and r^rol>ritiflii in Hteam-hoats and atage-toaohea, and 
bar-rooms, and whcr^vfir impisititAnt ainoers are naaein- 
bled. Politicians niaymanifoali the gi-catsat mal on ihe 
aubioot of politica, may hold their cH,neiiata, peat up 
tbeu- liand-billg, blaze away m tho puhlio joumnlB, 
appoint thoir M'atd committees, rgji^Mfe every nook 
and corner^ parade through the street* with tlioir 
muHiC, firs their giins» show their fiags, transport 
their frigates through tJie strwte on -wbeels, aend their 
coanjlies up and down the atreeta, with hand-lvillq pcatad 
uji their aides, to bring men to the poDa ; hnedrftda of 
tbousiiLids of dollars iiiay he expended to carr)' on an 
oliiotioii : and all tbib is v.'ell enough. But, O 1 let 
Chiiatians hat begin tu aer\i! Gud with such seal, and 
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niako sLicli efTaitS to build up hiu lung^oDi, and Ea,\a 
tliy eouls of niim, and teii to oiio if llie wicked did not 
abaulutely uiob tb^riL, and cry out tbat Sijcli efforts 
"Vrxmld mill tlia iialcun. They wifuld brtLiid suoli pr<i- 
ceedinzs as tlie incuit cxrant eathuEJosEn, and do^'nright 
madriesa. But i^ it because politics axe of so mncEi 
more iiiiptatiiiii;e ilwn the ealwatloii -A soiiU ? Is it 
because ud effurt i6 ueceaaary lo areuae a. BlninLaing 
"vvorld, ajid bring &iimera to act, nod lliink, jjid feci ab 
Wicy ought on tbo eubJRct of H^Waf nn ? No ; Ihoro is 
rcftHon enuiigb fur tlin liigbrat possible Hp-git^ of CJiri*;- 
tiim efibrt, imd qSjidotb knuw it Yery woil ,- \nii ihsa 
miiEiity jigjijnrf. God ia so great, that Buch i^fforte cannot 
bo inailci without (uouang ail tJio bail there is witbin 
tbom. 

AgTun. We easily belisea <m ill rsport of otto v:/'om 
wo AtHrT. If a man lieari? Any evil of an (siHilTiy, bo 
b(Jtcvc^ ic on the sli^htuat ttafainniiy. He deia not caJ^a 
to imfuire ivhothor the report may bo I'oliod iiponi but 
be HLgcrly listQiia to ovory br&ith of bkiiiLor ; yitlils tbo 
most unijnaUfied urydEiTieo to almost aay and Gvery 
felsebond that aervoa tu blncken tbe repntntion of bis 
enemy, Thcreaaonof thia is, hiailL-will 5s gralaJied with 
?iiob repo^Ui ; he hopes thct they stre tme, and therefore 
easily bclievCi^ thtmi. How froiiuontly do wc soo this 
feituro of the hnmiTL liciirt dcTcloping itHelf on the 
subject of rehmen ! With whet eagemi'sa do sinners 
listen to evtry false and sUmderons report that mny he 
cirenlat^ s-bont tbc friends of God [ It h surprising 
to see what aLiiird and lidictdous things tbty will 
believft. 'I'hcy manifest the most nnGqnivQCffl.1 desire to 
believe evil of thesfl who profi^-&9 fnVnrisbip tn Ooilr It 
19 AQiaziiig to fee tbe ^Dinity of thebr heivts Tnnju'fe&^ng 
itself to sach a degree, that aften Ibere i& nothing too 
ftb^iuxt^X'idicufoas, aJid contradicteiy.&irtbi^m to believe. 
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if it only \i3A & Ceudfncy to caat conlempt ^pd ridicide 
lEpuiL the vivss of Qod. 

AgaJn. Ws iiitturaU^i lirve io ^he p\7Ak-itff if an^ evil 
report fB^UMi owr Niinmcs- Wb deeire to have ollierB 
f(*! toward them os we do, Xt gratifies onr malignant 
loeUugu to Lear and to drcidu.te thuHO iT^pox^Ca Uiat aio 
iDJLiriuiLb tu the enemy we liatEid Hear tliat Liiau. Hh 
meetfi with a ncighhonr, ajid liays, ]La.vQ yon beard ^ucb 
and aueli a report of sueh an individua? ? — Nc, I have 
not, — All, I 6uppoBed that you knew it, or 1 should 
havo Rfiid nolliing about it. Now bciu' Mm go into 
tlie whob Fubjecl, and relate, ajid aggrjiVatfi every oir- 
eLmistdUi(« of wliioTi ho h^ hoBnl, and oumment nppn 
tbom oa bo gooa along ; at length lis clones by sa-ying, \ 
bopo yon will not mention this ; but it is a niattei of 
1ac;t, And now be guoB abi'oad, and falls in wrtli 
ajiother neighbouc^ and rolatu? tlio Sflmo to him aa a 
pircEit TOcrct; hopea ho will saynotbing dtout it, but 
tUnku the fsot cclcuoI; bo dispntuiK 

Evorywiien) be goe& ]io tak^ this course ; he bopea 
tbo thing will not get abroad, to the injury of lliu poor 
mnn; 'lis a monriifnl event; be id truly ferrx' that 
any such thing has hopponod- In all this he is a 
hypocrite, and lie knows it. He ia glad the event 
has liappcncd, and be delights to pnbUsh it ; he seems 
to covet the cKclnsive privilege of bang the hearer of 
tbe 6t^ mtelligcnce to every door. How often do we 
T^'ltnesB the dfivelopmenEsof thin prindplc against God! 
If something takes place tbnt is disgraceful among the 
profeaed friends of God, and injurious to the intecesta 
of religion, how muly sinnet*i iire to give it iiniveraal 
pnblioity ! 

They will talk about it, pnbliah it on aD occasion, 
bloTc it abroad in the public prinEsj iiid seuJ it in every 
direction upon tbu wui^i of the wijid. If auy une 
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becomcfl doxBJJgaJ ill conuqairm with jfc reviva] of religion, 

aJflB, what riB ftiio la iiiftdc alxHit it I Thirty Wioneflmi 
Diti^^is of HiQ United Statoa may be luifrdcrod cvciy 
yiiar by atnuig drink- TliB groueriug may fill BoclLiin 
viitW laimiaiti; homiciile, udd :^iiuid<^ sad nil tnanniir 
cf abaiumatioDS, may bo the xssolt of mm-Eelling ; ond 
yat tbo iodignation of sinLera in not aroused- Hut if 
some rjervou& iDdiyidiinl buoomra dorangod^ in viow of 
his abaniinoblc crimus dguin^ h\a Atiilcur, \a cnimunioii 
wills !k revival or n protrncled nn?etingj tUe prui-agroana 
UTidiT the Iniciten uf the iloleTnl coinpl[iJiiiDg9 that ore 
pontod oat upon tlio public oar. 

But, «[j[!OiLdly. TJndec tbia fiinrth gunerfll dirinion uf 
the subject I ohaeryetliat iiajf^nii^^ii jinji^ra h{^ll^ God 

That 19, were it ht thdr pnwcr, they wonld dcitroy 
liis very- &dat«ice. rrobably, vety few flinnCTq w. 
geiTsible that they liave this degiee of enmity, and TQiiy 

f?el ahocked at the nsaertion. Nevjrthelcsp, it is Iriii!. 
Tba-c arc afivcral rcawng 'why tliey iriay never hnvn 
known ^at such was the state of their beattg. It is 
probable tb*t iiio?t of tb^m have never dared to mdnlgc 
any siicb feelings- Anotbor leaaou wby they nevei' 
Lavfl desired to destroy God h, that tbfiy have never 
thought it poaaiblp to destroy biiflr There are many 
tbing* wtiicb siitneva have nevnjr deaigued or desired to 
doj because tliey have never tlioaght it pnffi&ible- Diil 
either of you ever deaign to 1» (t king ? Did you ever 
entertain a ibougbc of being; a IcLng ? Dave yon ever 
felt auy anilitioii to be a king ? Probably yon. never did i 
end fnjr the very reason tbgL you have never thought 
it poasible. jSuppagc a tluviie, a uiuwii, and i accpti-e, 
■wero put within your reach, and tlio roba uf royalty 
WOE tonilLM'cd to your acccptanci! ; do you. not think that 
youhnvo pride audaoihitioii unongh, under suob dicniU' 
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ctinc-cy, to deairu to lie a king f Aud siijipriBii, HliBn 
jou lisil Bcccptel [te notn, aud aw^jod lira scepti-c 
OVIST 0]LU nntion. y'>a Iiad Iho upjiurbunity iif GXttnding 
yai\r empire, ftnil m^ng your Joniioion univi^r.^ol over 
hH ualionH; do jm not Ijtlieve tljat juo would iiuljintly 
dearc to (lu it ? And now. cupposo liiai vilim all ths 
govBrnrniails of Hiis wotld ncto BuliJMt to your amptra, 
Buppcae an oppintnnily aliould offer for yuu io cnt«od 
yniir domi^iion Aver tUe entii-e uoivernu uf worlds, sind 
slionid yon coneoiVB it jioEfiibls to auljjocl God hiniBiilf 
ill ynui control, aru yuu too good, under siich circnm- 
stflUQce, to .lini at ?jterciHng dofniniod ovur b]1 the 
uiiivorac. and <mr Qud hiinBcIf ! Siouw^, who wfiuld 
trnst the beat flcucjig you ? Yoit fciiun- net your hearte, 
if you tuppo&e that undor snch ciruninatances there 
wonld be any limit to your ambition. 

Eufc :ij*itii[. SinitffFt do no£ rfiitllis tli6 ffrealHest Iff 
lieu- maaty nffamsl Gtiil, to!»w, as ysl, CM bU them 
i/d KBpimiris^ u„iJ t/u,^ ^ n^ Mkee ihia he mil said 
tlwm lo Iielifar litir si"/. W God nill lei tbiin liaio 
their own iivay, as long aa lie do<a cot interfi^u to 
pnniuh tbeui D>r tjieir ana, or disturb them in their 
conrsM of ini^iuty, tlleir enmity remains ooillpaiatiTcly 
at reat. but whu am&ng them would not rUe up 
and luufiler iiini, "wocB it in thoip power, if he gliould 
aEtenijjt to jiunialh thorn for their tins? Wo; they 
would Bonncr wiall him in hell than consent that lie 
should deal witli them in jiiatiee. 

Butngniii. /; ii mdetU /Aal iL imtiiil^ of smnert 
HiTOiM Ged U HonTii.j^ii lig/ad that dtsjiunj in. 
Teldlion offoinst Ain?, ^md m leafftte mlA depils to oppnes 
hii gooermiisal and WHStrmim Ait ikrimB, Simicrs do 
not obey liim. The wliols weight of (hair inlliioriee uod 
oiTMiple ia opiiosedto his goyernmont. llluydo eveiy- 
tliing that the Datoro o[ the cam Hdliiits to annihiiatc 
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fiia ruitlmrity and dratroy Lie govemiuait Ifebellimi 
ifl nlwaya nimdl nt tho life <ff llie soverei^, nni it la 
impos^le for ainnors to be unure ^beolutdy iw rclieHion 
against G<ni thftii tiiuy are^ 

Bat a-giun. Tie prtwPww Aik iocK iriad. God hus 
once put himaolf ns niiicli in (Jie power nrf men ss in the 
niUmrfi of thiii^ wr? popflihla. The BKond -person in 
the God^caii touk to him Imman ualute, and put liia 
]iuni!ui Oitnrc -witiiiu the power oC men- And what 
■was the result ? They routed Tint till tliay LaJ mur- 
3efeJ him. Do you sny thali lihot* ytmie the Jews ? 
That yon are of ii dillerflii't spirit ? This has al^Viiya 
been the liivonrite ptca, nf airuisra. 

The ancient Jrwa ^lerscrufed and murdered the pro- 
phets, Tlie Jert^ of Chriat'a day profrpsed to honour 
the prophetSj hnilt their aeiiululins, and insisted^ that* 
ir they bad livad in the dftys of the prophota, they would 
not lia¥G peraecuteil them, Uiit thoy peiBeculfld and 
murJeied Christ; and Ohrist liLmeolf iufnimB them thai 
by perseiiatiufi him they showed that Ihey appruved 
t}in deedn of their fatbflrs. Now* sinner, wippoBu you 
liv&d under ^ government that vjels a. monnrehy; sup- 
pose jTfur fatheiB had rebelled against tho rightful king, 
and pkLced auTi^rpenipon thothronof and tliat yui. 
their ciuldreu* althoagh you did nut paiticipato in llio 
original reheliioii, yet now yon maintain tho same 
groiinii which tliay look, eupport the imnrperj and 
refiieu oljedience to your ri^tftd sovereign. Kow, is 
not thia, in Jaw and in equity, is it nrtt to all intonte 
md pnrpoBas, jxi&tlfying the wmduct of your fathers ; 
becoming a parSaker in thar crimfa, inourting ihe same 
gnilt, and dcacrving tho aame condemnatJoiL ? Suppose 
you did not ovi^inally murder Christ, fltill ia it not a 
fcict that yon now refuse to obey him as yonr riglitful 
sovereign' thiit you mipport (hv autboricy of ^itaif. 
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who has usurped llic i^ovenjiniJEit of this world, by 
refodn^ to repent; by witjioldiug your fier\ioir and your 
heart iiom Jesus ClirUt i — di> you nut, to all intdnts 
and pnrpoBeSn beooiLie a. partaker in the crime cf thew 
who niuideied him ? He claimed th^ obedicnoe^ and 
they arose and iiubtoed thdr handa in his blood. He 
cldiofl ycnic ob*3dienr;e — you ntterly rofuso it ; and tliue 
show that yiju approve tlio deeds of the Jews, and 
that, Were he in your power, sooner than submit to hia 
authority, you would monlpr him again, Thia conduct 
makes yon, in the eye of eonimon law, a partaliur m 
tbojr cmno. In tho eye of ccnscieniifi, of reason, and of 
eummonacnse; in tho oye of Gfldj and in the jiidgnieiit 
of hpavfiTi, and Horth, uiid hell, you are guilty of Iho 
blood of Christ, and provo to a demonsli'ationT that 
wpce it in your power, you would detlirono and niurdtir 
thn Almighty. 

A^i", Tliirilly. Sinunrg hato i>nd suprcmR^y : that 
in, thoy liato him mora tlian tliey do anything ojid 
everything, anybody and evEryhodv else ia tlit nni- 
var&). Do not stArtle at tlii^, as if it wi^re a raj^h and 
esfcrjivagant aserEjon ; it is a schp-v, bnfc an awful 
truth. Look at this. All otiier enmity cftu be over- 
come by hindnesflr The greatoet enemy yon have on 
earth may aubdue your enmity hy kindne's, and win 
yniE over te become his iHend. But hctv is it that all 
the kindness of God, infinitely greatftT kindn'^fl'J Ibftn 
juiy human being has had it in his power to show you, 
has net ovfireome yora: enmity, bnt you still rem^a ia 
rebellion agamst him ? 

Again. A jupta chmi^s of dr^wnstancss in. tiny ^ihsr 
coKB if sumi^ imli ehan^ the heari- Here are two 
politiciiJ opponents, betweoD whom au Iwreditaiy en- 
mity exists ; tlieir fatlnay "ere enemies; ihey bavu 
alft-ays been tnemios ; they have botli believed and 
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Bp'yken iill evil o£ cacL other. Now, bt a tTjangu uf 
^xilifitB brin|r tLem bulii u|ii>il tLetauic rsidi; uf ii p^ilitkal 
quffllion^and Hioy iusl^iutlybEuinne rrioniL^. Ltt tliem 

liAVS OB. opportuiiUy tir play into oaoli othcr'^ lijmds ; 
btlwtb tlieii'JjiidrlG ha set upoh tlie election of tlie Banie 
candidate, see how cordiiiUy tiley will ™-n|]eratii j Lnw 
Wanaly they ivill tuktt each otLei- by tlie liand. TliJiy 
■wUl walk, aad Bit, and cLiup titgetlior ; attend politirail 
meetings, dcfeud tat'h other's ropntotioDj UHLgnily Oich. 
ikthhic's virtues, and throw the ikini inuntlu of cliatity 
over pacli uther'a vicefl. And all this they will do 
lieaJtiiy. Thuix ireal fimliiigB tnwHrd fftoli other nm 
changed. Their heartR Oi^i rtaliy chaiLged tuword eaoh 
other; and thny fon tmly eay, Wlii^iOiia wu fonncrly 
liated, cow wfl tove eadi otliec. All this hna bei'n 
tilffXilod merely by a nhjingo d£ circiimstaiieefl, without 
any interfsronoo by Ihu Holy Glioat, Loi the President 
of the Uuilcd Stnbse appoint bi& ^entrat politicjil oppo- 
nent to tJii! first office in his giftj and he inahi?Fi him 
his frliind- Suppose tlie grejiteat nnti-.TnRliAori man in 
til ifi city, \vhu haasiud and dnne the most of fttytflaii.in 
thii Uni)ed StMea to prevent his decdon, should be 
redupeil to poverty, nnd had no meEms of su]i])ort for 
hirnsulf and Itmily, Noxv, siippnisp when tlic news of 
bia esti-iToity sljould rraiih the 'CrPsicWit, he should. 
Q.ppiiint him to n pnat of high bonuur and eraolanient, 
would not ihia chnngo hie heart ? 'Would he complain 
that h/- cnrtld n/iI become (he PreaJdckft't fEiond milil 
the Holy Ghost had changed his bi-axt t No. &<n:b 
kindne?^ would he like puucicjg coiils of fiie upoo bis 
bead; would melt hicn down in in instant; would 
change the whole eutirnt ofliiBtoiil, How, theiij does 
it liappen. that all the offer!! of heaven, and all the 
tliFtiiteniitgB of hell, that ail tlie brmniilesfl love and 
cumpa^iiaon manifesled in giving hjg otily-licgottcn aijd 
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wolf-helnved Son to diu for yon ; when Mcrey flteops 

from lipiLvcn with bleeding liande, &nd ofterg to save, 
and HhII ttia,rt\ Emm beneath, and tliieilena lo dcTonr ■ 
when God appr<>achcB you with a. world of movitig, 
mclljnfi; moEivEje, ^i.llierod from earth, and heaven, and 
hell, siid coIIb theit mouiitaiQ weight upon you, — tliat 
tliBse eonaidnratieuB fvill never chaiige yon heart, nnlcs 
mado effactiLiil by the Holy Ghost ? 

Again. 1/ men did anS hale God s^pr<m^l^ thej/ 
would jpSfANTLV itFLPENTr Siipposo tba,t when yon go 
home to-night, at the deep hour uf midnight, whtu 
ytrn aic all asleep in an npper apartmuut of your Iioujsb, 
yon are imi^lieiiid by t^ko cry of !i[Q ; yifn look up and 
find your dwelling wiai>t iu Eames Fuound yoii. You 
Imp from yonr bed and £nd tlio floor undei- yuuc ftiot 
just rftiidy to givo way. Tho I'oef ovor your he^ is 
begiuniiig to give wav, nnd ready to fall m upon you 
with a tnish. Your little onra awiike, and pj-o shriek- 
ing ijid cUnging to yunr night- ulothea. You hm no 
way of escape. At this nioinont of unntterable anguLsli 
and despair sonie one comes daubing tlicoiigU the flupues 
with his hair and clothes on ■fire, seizes you m your 
diaiT-action with one tiand, and galliei-d liia other long 
and&ljoug arm around your little ones, and agatii rushes 
through the flames at the hnaird uf hie life- Yon ab- 
solutely swoon with terror. In a few motnontH yi*u 
open Tuur eyes in the strcst, and find youieelf aup- 
porbed in the arms of your deliverer. Ho is tubbmg 
j-oiu- tcnjples with camphor, and ftnning you, to resiote 
yiinr fanning life. You loot Tip, and behold in the 
flcof^ihtfl and amolcy foatuTSS of him who reeeufid yiiu, 
the man whom you have supremely hatcid. He fliniloa 
in your face, and sayFi, Fpat not; your children are all 
alive ; tlioy are all siau^iiii around yon, fJow would 
yon, uould you, look coldly at him, and aay, O I 
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vfisti I eoiilJ. rcfMjEiii tUflli I liuvo liitted yuii ao miicli ? 
1 wieIl I coulil Ijo eorry for my Bin agajn^t yon. 
UouM you 5fty tbiii 1 Nu, You -mfiulHl wi^nntCy roll 
over ujiuii yout l^we, and waali hi? fcst witli your 
ItMttj aud ^Yipfl them with liic liftiT^ of your Lea-J. 
Tbis 6C0I10 wou'il diaiigo yunr heart in a moniriut^ 
jwd over fiftot, tlia irairiu vf tlint man would bo niiisic 
in your (?ara. If yon licju-d liim glBurier&d, or srv.- 
hiiTi D-hiidelj it woiilii enkindle yo'it urief aiid iudij'- 
iiatioD. And now, sinnnr, how ia it that you complain 
ymi criunnt rop<Tit of your siit^ itgainst Ood ? Behold 
hiG loTing-lcmdnoiia^ and hia ttndcr Tiicr<ry- How can 
yjju lijok up ? Hnw can yoii rcfmn from rejientfliice 3 
How cm you help bang dissolved in hroken-heaxttd 
penitence at his blcsaed feet? Eeliold Ida tilc&ding 
hruids ] W« liis wounded aide ] Hark ! he;ir hia deej} 
death-groan when he criQ6 ^' It iaJiBishiid," aud ^iiiB up 
the ghost for ynm- i^jua ! Siouer, aii; vou maible or 
nJMnnTLt? Has your heart heeu caac-hai-dcnt d m the 
tires of bell that you don't repent t Suraly nothing but 
entaity deep as perditioa can he jJtouf againet tha 
infinitely moving inducemKtt^ to repencnnce. 

Hat peiliape yau will say tbpt you do not liko to hem 
dbout bell s.iid dauuiatiou, tlia.t you love Dii?rcv^ aiid i. 
ministers wnjuld preaent the lovo and meroy of God, 
and present God a« a God of meryy, sEnncK would L>vo 
liim. But tliie ie all a inisE^e. Qiouiira arc aa nnieh 
opposed to the meivy uf God as tlity aiB to any of hia 
attrihubes. This is matter i>f fact, and tilt: cxpeneoco 
of evciy da,y. Hark f wdat is tbat din aad outcry ? 
TVhciitc aio thoBU crifi uf Crucif;^ ism- / crucify ^im / 
tliitt load down tliH wmds, and brmk upon Ditr u&tb 
Lroni tlifl distance of murp tlian cighlocn hnndrod yeftri? 
"\V~hy, God bj£ revoalisl his inorcy, and all the wurld 
are in orma ngjiicist it, J(bU» Clirut bun bouie upon 
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tho klud eirand of Baln^tiiTui^ and the world ia billed 
wjth uproar, to murder liim. Mercy ia the very attJT.- 
bntc of (rod* against which niankiud are an'iyed- For 
thuuginde of years the ewojd of vindictive jusdce hag 
slept ill itP 5cabhai"d, and God has bean unfoldmg and 
holding out the attiihnto of mercy. All the opp<i«tion 
ill the world to God aud to roliftion^ is aimed partion- 
lai'Iy at bis mercy. What ib Chrietianity ? What ia 
the Bible ? What arc revivals uf religion ? What are 
all those thfngti llEat liave called forth bo innch of tlio 
oppoaition of earth and bcH, but bo many e^bihitLOiis 
of tho mercy of the blfawed God? Wbeu Justice asoends 
the throflOj the cavilin° moutba of feiiiners will be 
stopped. Juatim will sooo huali the tumult and Icnid 
oppoMtion \it EiiimurB ng^iiGt thiiic Maker, Thwii every 
tnonth ghall he stopped, flad all tlie world bluillb^ found 
guilty before Gcd, But now ie tliG dL0pcuBa,tion of hia 
metcy, and all enttb is up in arma agfliust it i tuid why 
aTtf yen such a liypui:ril;o as to prei^nd to lofe tha 
mercy of God? If yon love iij wliy do you not accupt 
it? If >"&u lovi! a God ofmercy^ why have not all tlie 
moTiog manifeataticns of it ^lat liavo pnsafid before 
yon, melted yon down and aiibduod youv hnort i (\ 
aiuucr, dinner, speak no laojn proudly. Boo^t not 
yuiirspJf that you lovo fl,iiy Mtribitto of God ; for if, 
wliilc you remain impenitent, yuu say you lovo liim, 
you 8ie a liafj aud the tmth ia not in you. 

I will cunijnde thia discouRG wi1^ BSvjiraJ remarhs. 

|pt. You eee why it is that llTiiveraalfatd and other 
siuiiijrs are sr) di&tuiled with the revivnJa of religion. 
It ii- butLLuee God comes aa mnnifcstly forth in the 
issei-oiMi uf hia nietcy- They cannot henr such an fshi- 
bitinnofOud. It diBturlja all the Sfidimmt and lurking 
enniHy of their bcarte. Tliesc professed iVienda of Giid 
and men, as i'oniL as God dlaplays bimaelf, and men 
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ticaume tb(f «]cipii]Dta uf liLs mmcy, aitf greatly oficndcd 
i>7 it. 

3d. You BCD tlio importance pf picacliuif^ dearly 
and ftequontJy Hio enmity ot ebnor^ hcarte againi^t 
Gud. TliiiTQ island liiiflbooilfor agi?!^ in rn<>st inatnnccs, 
a striltir.g dufcct in ublbitiiig tliie nmat iiu]]iiii[i.[it 
BubJQCt. MipiBturg soem to liavc Lt-iai afraid tu uliarga 
men willi Ixsing tlie anomi^e uf God- t jmvcr lieai-d this 
dootrinu dficlriTT.'d. in my lifu, in aueh a way i;Ji?Hi I 
undcrataod it, previoira to my own coiivorifloii. Mniiy 
miDiattTs setm to have ragnrdud total d{5]ica\ily as con- 
eiating in nothing inorethFiP thw [jMLinoa of love to God, 

Tlia clmreliduBg not seem to have reaUfied or bcBeved 
that the ciimal ToiTid IB iilfioiiit«fy enmity against Gnd. 
Altliangh tlitTE ia no o^or tnitb niuro ulmnda-ntfy 
tauglifc iiJ the word uF God, or niore iinniigwcrixbly 
evident, from mattor of Tact ; yet haw ff.w ainiicts havB 
teen made to see ruid believe iCl I have, in liiindreds 
of inatancefl, converHcd witU pfsrauns ■wliu have aat 
Hnder tbo preaching of the fjioapel oTl thiiir day:*, and 
who never had been made to ace thig fiiini3.nieiital 
truth of the Gospd, 

It is a truth upon whidi is fbiiaded the necessEty of 
the new birthj of the Spiiit's inftneticea ; iiiid wltlLUjl 
undirrstauding and tieliflving it, how nro we to espcct 
iLo world to he converted to Qod ? 

Agaiii' 3d. From tliis ^nhject it is iuaniri:gt, that if 
sinnere should t*ke their oath that tln^y hale Ood, it 
^'ould nut EUakv it at all morsovident. If all the niiiri 
in the universe slioold lake their oath that Hio Etin 
ahisKW at noonday, it n-ouLl not add a paJtldt lo the 
tviJeuLe that ilio snn shlui3, or romilsr it any unii'o 
cm'taiu in itaiilff or tivid^nt tu othois. It iii a ^implij 
matter of fact, of whiLh we can have no higher tcEtJuiyny 
than om own senses, ^o it is utattiir of fjiot thaE 
ainniTB iH'e tho truriiiiiM of Gixi- 'Hieyacl ii; out, befoie 
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all mtin. It in !H evident as that they have an existence ; 
and how it over como to bequehtioned,urHverfoigoLli;u 
or evorlonktfd, iu ti- mu most m^sterioud. 

4th- Ab I remackod in the ninroing, there are many 

piofiHSoT9 of rclig;io]i, who could nnt make it mure 
tvi'TcTit that they arc thg enemieB oCQud tf thcythonld 
tafco their oath of it. Tlioy epeah agidnut revivalB, and 
thoKi engaged in [iromoting Ihcm ; they give publicity 
lo the faalt*!, real or tuippoflod, of those who are the 
^lepds of Cod; retail alfliidur, BJid. manifist their 
oi)po6Jtion to God, in so nmny wayu^ tltat tlicir Ijypo- 
criiy ami mmity gainst Ood are perfectly in^mirefit, 

oth. Those pernund who havo not known, hy their 
own experience, that they havo boon ijncmice of God, 
liivu not lieai cOTiverted, nor so much £iB truly con^ii;led. 
What btvve they repented of? Ii?vv3 Iboy reponlcd 
vrrariJyof iJjcii outward sna 7 This i^ iinpu&nblo, iifileea 
tkiny havo uiidcratood and condemned the fountain of 
inJ<iuityfioniwhiiilithcacHbomiua1Joiia havo pmceeded. 
Tho head and froiit of their uflhndiiig ie, that thoyhavo 
been the enemiea of God ; nay, thoir niindio^ of tlie 
Ilenli hat hecn of itself enmity against God. And now, ■ 
do thi^y talk of having repented, when they have never 
go mucliEUi known that b'whieh their ebiefguilt.eonaiatsf 
3 II I possible [ 

Hth. Tho&e HJiiners that deny that they are the ene- 
Niios of God are novot likely to be converted Lmtil they 
eonfees tbeir enmity- '* He that covereth hia sin? ghaJl 
not pronper^ bnt whoso confeaeth and foreaketh them 
shall havo mercy," Tlieie aie m^y petsons who ivill 
eonfsBfi themselves yinntifi, bnt will deny tliat tliey are 
tho euemiis of God. Thue tlity eovcr up the great 
amount of tlioir sins^ acknowledge tlieir untward acca 
uf -miokedneEfi, IniC di'ny tlio emiiity ffom. which they 
iluyj. While they do thla, <jyd wilE never forgive them. 
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7tb- TliBse discoiirije^ exliibit a very difffreul viow of 
tolaL depravity, fmm that which regards depravity iia 
pliyaical, ot cimatitntiimEiJ, or as hdouoine lo tht eub- 
atencc of the hr>dj or iniiid. They cxLiljjt sill ^eprasiCy 
as -Boliaitia^^ na oonaisting in rolnntary Eiaiiii^reKioi!. — 

M thcsinner'a ownact—aomeihiiigof Lia own crmtion 

tliat DVOC whiclt }n? has a. ptrfycit control, and fot wliiali 
lie is entirety rcBponREbk, O, the d^kneHS, and con- 
fiiaionj Bind utter imnsenae, uf tliat vian- of depravity, 
whifih cxhJLite it as Bomcthin^ lying hack, (Lnd tbo 
DuuBfl of all a^uaJ transgTHBion ; Bonmlliing crcfttwC in 
fihesimiei-, and horn with him; aomo physiuftl pullntion, 
Irausmittfiri from Admji, througli llie a^tjncy of God or 
tha dpvilj which is in itself sinful, and desnrviEg tho 
wrath of God, previous ty the oxorci^ of volunkiry 
agiiDcy on the pjul of thu dinner [ This ia ahaunl and 
lt[jj>a^sible. 

It ia not only abeurd and imponaihle, tmt ia virtually 
chBTgiiig all the abi Id tha world npop God» nnd if it ia 
fimiJj helieved, raiders rtipiiDtinoo in ovary bnuh ctie a, 
patoral impoaaihilily. "While tho sinner Hiippoaea him- 
.aelf to bo wjLdemiieil, not ouly for hiu conditet, hut for 
hia uatLire -, and wLifo ho boUovtB that hia conduct is 
the natural and neccffiEH'y roeult of a dqnaved con- 
afitution; aad Eliat hia natiu'o miiat ho chnngcd before 
he can, obey hia Maker, it iB m^Eijiitly impoaaihlo for 
hioj to hhinie liiniaolt fot hiB ^HB. He mirM ccaflc not 
only to he a reasonable bulng, hut to have com tnoD sense, 
before liu am juatiJy God, and coiidcnm himself upon 
tlieae principles. No wonder that men who maintain 
auch a view of dnpravity as tliia, ahould also maintain 
tliat fiimiara aro ii/oji,bk to repent. It ia true* that upon 
Ihaaft priin;jpleg of donimvity, and •^\i]i theae viewSj 
ainnoTfl auiiiol repent of tJicjnselveg, nor can (loiI lusko 
tliem roptint. The only way En which Ood can fcring a 
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i^ijiiicr to repoiitnnoe, in, by coiretting hia viciwa: l>y 
5hi>wiTi'>' him what sia i;, ; aiii^ c^naing liim to ace, tlial 
it i^ for^hia ctrndoiit, and not for his nature, that ha io to 
repent ; iiTid tJiat his conduct and uol hi^ nature needs 
to be chiuigcd. To toach '^liysicfJ, or corfititiitinnal 
defivaTily, 19 not only to teach hertsy and nonacnae, 
but it Ifads the uiinicr inevitably to justify himself, iind 
condemn Ood ; acid ronderR repentance, while the ainner 
belicvea it^ impoaable, 

^h. You aoj why Biiiucrs find it eo liard to br; 
religions. The total difiieulty coufiista in theb uiiwil- 
lingneaa bo yield up their aelfii^lmctB. 

9th, It cannot ho protended, ivlih ajiy show of 
raiiim, that thes'? diaoimrflos amount, to &uy denial of 
jiii^nd depravity, i have putposuiy denied phyaical 
dupravitvi but certiunly these discoursQE m;dutdn innral 
depravity ; that for which tlic ainuer ie to bhune, tliat ui: 
vhLch bo must reptn-ti ill all ite length ftnd breadth. It 
would trtjom, that m tho ^imation of some, a denial 
thai the nature \s in it&clf depta^'ed, is a viitual denial 
of oil depravity,— in other vuoi'dfl, tlicy GMin to tbinh it 
a virtual doniaL of the it^Ut^ aoarco of ftU actual ttaua- 
groflBJon, I liave endeixvoared to ahow» tliat tho cause 
of outbrealsing bin h not to be found in a elnful oon- 
Btitntion Of unture, but in a wrong original choice, in 
■w-hieh the sinuer prefers self-gratificatlnn to the ivill of 
hia MaliLiri and which choice ha!* become tlia settled 
prefGroTice of bi^ Huul, andeonstitnlea thedoep fountain 
ironi which flow the putrid waters of BpiiituiJ and 
eternal death. I am uniible to see by what flgiiro of 
speech that is called rnoral dopravityj which fithov non- 
aiFds in a dopraved eonetitntion, or ia tho Wfiurd rosnlt 
of it Why sliould il lie called tftoral dopmvity? 
Ceiiainly it CiJi bavo no such relation to moral livw, Bfl 
to deaerve puiiiiihmeiit. It ifi bdeedmarvcllona,that iu 
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tlic 10iJi rpntnry, it bIiohIiI be tficnght hecesy tu cull 
ain 4 tHiiiflgi^^aiciQof tlielaw, Mil inaaet tkit it jniiai jm 
the dc^ of a, voluntary agent. lEjis it tonie to tMs^ tlutt 
thnge w]io virfcaally deny all rfi-»\il depravity^ fciid 
TiftniJly diargfi alL the alua uf tlie woi-H upon Gol, 
are grively to cuiii[jlain of bcreny in tlioae who luiiinlnm 
fni)r<il ^epiaYJly in all ita lengtli acid LieatLtb, Ijut who 
deny pbyaical or constitutional d^pra-vity ? 'VV'hat next ? 
Xf it be bcrcsy tu eay timl tin id a tranqgccasion of tlic 
law, e&rtftiijJy tba apo^tly was nr>t ortliodos, 

lOUi. From this nuhJEct it is plain, oithor that ainncT& 
muHt iw aniiiihtLatcd, or converted, ut for ever lost. 
With a. mind that ia cunuty against Oud, it i» [inp'jraihb 
that they ahotdd La liappy, IqlidcEs luivo no cause 
tosn^er at the doctrLno nf Uifl iiow birth. II' there wpre 
DO Bible in the world, tfio docljine of total cJepravily aa 
^libitcd in th<BO disMUi'SCS^ ivouhl ha abundantly 
zDaniffist as a matter of fact. Aod it cunnot hn denied, 
that Oitcpt men pase through juBt tbiit ubangoof mind 
nliith id in tJie Bible calLed Iho new birtli, op a change 
of haut, thoy must, aolf-avidcntly, be annihilated, oc 
damnod to (dl otcniity, 

nth. SiniiiTB are not almost C^iriatima. Weaunio- 
timH bear poisnns say, cJ such an impenilertl amier, 
that he in alraoet a ChiiB^an. The truth is, ihe tno&t 
moral irnpeniteirt ainin^ in the ■world is TUtich ne2j^ a 
devil than it Christian. IjooTc at tEjftt ^eoEitivu yoiuig 
indy. 1& ahe an impenitent sinnor? then ahe onlyuoeda 
to diy, to be as very a. devQ as there b in hell. Any 
alight occurrence that should deslrov her hfsj wuiild 
niake her a devil. Way, nhe nwd^ no poative iiifliienca 
lo hu e:firted upon hp]'. to make a fiend of her ; only 
roniovo all natraintft^ and the verj' enmity of hell boila 
over in hor h^art at once. Let God take Irom nniier 
her hia anpporthig hand — ht him ceoeo but for a 
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mainent to fan her heaving Inn^ and slie would open 
her oyoa ill eternity, and if she dared^ wonld odrae bin* 
to hi?; IkcuF 

12tLi, How im[J0seib3e it wonldbe for Binnerfl to enjoy 

heaven, if permitted to go there in thar prei^nt state of 
Euiud ! Only break down the hody ; let the mind hirrat 
fn^th into Ihe prestnee of God ; kt it loolr abroad, and 
Leliold Hia gliuiiB. and see holiness to the Lord in- 
serilred on everything oEOUud them ; let thetti lisleii to 
Ihe song of preiae ; lei tlium pfrcli npun the loftiest 
battlement of heaven; let them hoar tlie eong of Iloly, 
holy, holy. Lord God Almighty, and ftj great wonld be 
tlioir onmity if unconverted, ihat, if penaitted, they 
woTild dive into the darkest cavetn of balln to escape 
bvDi the presencfl of the infinitely holy Lord God. 

13th. While giniiere rnmain ul impuuiteuve, they yield 
to God no sort of olioiiieJicOj Liny inoru than the devil 
does. Thflir rauual mind ia nut aubji'et to tlie Ijw of 
God, neither indeed can be. In Uiis state of mind, until 
tlid supremo preforoiice of their mind is dmiiged, nntil 
they havD given up mindLn^ thoJlciah, and obey God, it 
is in vain to talk of ohedienoe, I'ho first ant of obi! liicncu 
that ymi ever wilL or can peiforrn, ie to coflBe mindmg 
the fle^h, and givi? your honn to God. 

14th. You aee tlie wickc^oij^ and folly of tliOM 
parents who think then- uncunvei'tod cliildron friendly to 
religinn. You cannot teach thom a greoior horcBy tljan 
tliiit tliey arfi friendly l-i rehgion, ot to Ood^ I hnvo 
ofttTL hein*d pTofe^sing parents pay, that their ohiMren 
ivi=:rG not enemies to religion. No wondur that audi 
diiidcon were not converted, under such teaching an 
thie. It 13 just the doetrinc that tho devil deeircR yon 
to teach them. You only give youp children tlis im- 
presaoiL that they are Mendly to religion already, and 
Uicy will never knoiv why tJiey need a new heart. 
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>Vhib ill this Btiite of miiwl, and liiboTiiing under tliia 
delusion, thiiy cannot m mncb as be uUDvicind, much 

Ie!S ennvcrted. 

Ifith. Yon see, from tbis Hubjocl, Iho folly fUiQ Uia 
falseliMd of "wying nf an iinpeititent fflniior^ he 13 agnuJ- 
lieartiHl man ; whon tlie f&ct ip, that liia hGart is entulty 
againat God- 

Luidif- You HEc liuw ]ioco69iL''y it Ja tlmt tliere ^Itiiuld 
be a hell. "VVlut ahjill bu luiic willi llieee tincmirs 
of God, iftbeydie in their eins? nuttvcm is no plELca 
for yon. It n-otilddoubtleHhe wnreetityou tlimhol], if 
yon ireT'e nllowed in gn there- A lielE iB dcForvcd by 
snnera, and is e^ifjendy nuodud for tlioefl who 'lb in 
tiimity aEftiosl God- And now, ^simur^ yoii see your 
Bta.tt^ yon mnstbi? conTincrii nf tlie tnith i>f whiU I Jia^e 
Paid. Ikiiiemler that jour fmmicy ia volnntiiry. It ie 
of your own cceition ; that which you havo lo3ig 
iilwrlslied and eserciaed. Will you pvo it np ? What 
biie Ood done that yon ^honld continuG to liiitu bin) ? 
Whiit J9 ibcro in mil that you 'should prefer it to God ? 
Why^Owby will you indnlgefov ft moment (on gcr, this 
spirit of lufrciljle tcbdUon and ennuty agftinst the hltsaed 
Ged? Go but a little fiirllier ; oleft'^ to yonr enmity 
but a littb longer; and the kuell of cf^nia,! iloatli sholl 
ti^Q over yonr damned ,ioiil» aii'l 3.11 tlic ci^rncra of 
dispaii' will eflio wilSi yoar gi-0[|ji'^ 
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Jmm xy. 25- — Tb'-j'Jifl.vi' Y^'M inc Biili.ml t c^nni:." 

TmsR jirc the words of otiT Lord Jesus Chiist. Id 
my tvro tomirr diflceurse? on lotal depravity, I ha\-e 
endeavuured to demonstrfl.te tSiat all impenitent Mnnera 
hnle God anpremelj. And havine, aa I sui^pcAO, eat^i- 
blialie*^ this doctrioe beyond coi>truverty, by an appaaJ 
to mikltci's of fflct, it now teeoinea a very eolemii and 
imjiDrtiiiit queafjon^ vifi^ ^nna-s Aate God? 

If ainnor^ liftTe f^ood reason for haljng God, then they 
aro not to falarae for it ; bnt if iJipy hiLve no good rofi^un, 
or if they hate tJm ivhep they uiiglit to luve Euni, tben 
they have lucurred ^eat guilt by tlieir enmity ttj God, 

In apfftkiTbg from tliig sabject, I deaign, 

I, To show what ia not tho reason of tlieic battod. 

IT. What ia the reason of it^ 

m. That thoy haiH him fertile vtry reaajiiy for wliicili 
they ought to k'vg liiui- 

I. 1 aiiL ta ahow what ia not the ro^iaon of their 
halreil. 

lat. It IB not because God has eo conBtitnted them, 
that they hiivc a, pliyfiipal or couBtitntioiml nvRTfaoii to 
Cud, The text aflirine tliitt sinners havo hated God 
without a canRc, jVoltliat lihui'O iu iu> risbim why they 
hate him J but no good reaaon. Not that there iajitrictJy 
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no causa for tliair hatred, for evary oiTi'ct mii£t li:*ve 
eoiLio canna ; but iharo in im JMi «iuse. If God had sti 
created niaii that ha was uudtr a phjRLfiil nGcasity of 
hntciig lib Makorj thia would not oeIj bo a causo, but a 
jMJi cause for liiiiing him. If Qod hftcl incorpomtod with 
the very eiibBlimcfi if liiRljaing a coiiBtitutioniiJ avPTRifin 
tc hiippfllfj this ntkulcl lie n. EufCicicuL cB.n^ not only for 
the ainnor'a bating hiTo, but a goqd raoson ^Jiy aU otliia^ 
beings should liato liiiiir 

2ii. The sinner's hutJ^d of Gtk^ i& not caTiffid by ony 
berodibtrj or tnumniittod ifkfmitiim tu hibtd liim. A 
dispu^tioit to htite God, is if^df lintrod. Ditpoeititm is 
nil actEon oF tJic miiid^ ncdnol; a pnrt of tha minditGelf. 
It is, thGrcfore, absurd to tuJk of hji heroditary or 
tmnsmittod /iupotUiun to love or bitti: Gih!, ur niiything 
eh&. It is impoaaihlc thnt el vohmtary atato of mmd 
sliould be boroditary, or trfuianiittcd fifita one gflncratioxi 
tn jiTi other. 

If nay of you nndcr&tqnd hy /lispoakinti^ a propcnaity, 
or temper — nc-t uji action, which ia not a vohTntary state 
cf mind — but a qci&Mty or attribute, that li, apart of a 
mi fid itaelf, I say, 

3d. Tint tJiE sinner's hatred la not ciused by any 
such attribute or propf^rty, that maVfS a part -A the 
miud^ and wliicU in itflelf ha* a. natural and necea&ary 
tvtfision to God. 

4bb, T^on M Wo j/£st coftge in the cojislk-itlion of our 
nature, fi^- oji^miiitn to Cod. Tlie ruituro of raao. 1^ sis 
it ^LOLild bo; it:] puwii'irs are u:i Clod uiiulu thviii ^ He 
has made thecn iu the best m^^uuer in mliich infinite 
powei', apd goodness and wisdom, eowli mate thorn. 
Tiipy nre perfectly adapted to tlie sorvite of hiB Creator i 
and if Tje liurvey all the esquiaite methauiaici, and 
dijliai,to organization of the hody^ and scrutiniie all tlie 
proportioSj tiid powers, imd oapacitics of the mindj we 
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can find no jriat ciusc of eoiiij>]ai[it ; but, on the other 
hwnd, infinite fOft.'^on to love and adoi'O the great arcM- 
lecl, and esclaini -ft'lDi tlic Paalmiat^ *" I ^ii fuarfully 
and >vyiiderfuUy made," 

jfth. ninra is no jnat cause for the dinner's hatred in 
tliat 'wiseandbtTievobjnt iuTflngQnient,by which all mm 
have descended from one common oudesIot ; aiid under 
wliiuU divine aiTanp;ement, ^^e am natnrally (not tiu- 
ceesaiify) iuQucuced ; and our charatwrs mDdifii]d by 
the oireuinatanceB uudei: wliich we have onr beings 
Our biiing BD oonatitiiLed aa :iaturally io influence each 
oth^r, and be hijrhly iiuLnimeutal in modifTing each 
ntlier'H oharacler, ia a wise and benevolent flrrangement 
of the highest iinpoitance to the universe; but lika 
Bvery other fiood thing, is liable to greit abase : JOid by 
how much the more powarfid our influence ia lo promote 
virtiio whon wo do r^^^, by juHt eo much the gr«iter is 
one iiiDuonoe to promote vii;c when we do icj-o»^. 

eth. Again, ThoiBia Jio tan&e for the dinner's hatred 
in tlio nioittl gnvemnient of God, His commandmenta 
fli'Q not grievous, 3ior iinpOMiblc to be obeyed, nor 
uilLiiilftlod to prodmre misery when obeyed i but on tfje 
I'ontmry^ '* hie yohe is casy^ and hln huitdoii i« liciit." 
His ooiJiniandLnentB aro eneily obeyed ; and ohediBni,-e 
naturally rcsjiliB in liappine^b If God had eBtablished 
n a<i''fi'niii8i>ti ihfi requirements of which were so higli, 
that it was extiemoly dilfieult to yield obediuoce to fiis 
laws ; if the lawa wore so ohsoure and intricate, and 
difliGult to undorstaud^ that an hormst mmd mere in 
great danger of mistaJiing tho real meaning of hie 
rrsiuiremeiifa; or if hielawswcro achLliwy^uninjceBBaiyj 
iind capricious ; or if lliey worn guarded by nnjust aud 
criicl snnctions ;— if .-my of tlieee tiling were true, hu- 
nert would have a just eanse to bate God. But not onfl 
of them ia true. 
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Again. S'intierB ha^sTio jast &iwsa fur thdr /mtrcil in, 
rAi3 r&piir^tn&tia of the (iotpei. If the condiijona nt 
Bilpiition, Kijld iatcli in the liOBpcl, wire arbitnLry, oipri- 
ciou^^ or uiijiiat ; if it wen? rmposailltt to *;omply witTi 
theni ; if the taring of galyation werE piit pio hLgh» tTiiit 
men h&Tc not natural powpc to obey thtm, and fulfil 
tiie wnditioTis upon which their eoEvatioD is sugpcndeil ; 
i£ God H:oinruanJocl them to repent, when tJiey had bo 
po*ver to repent j if he reqniced ttein tu believe, ivlien 
tlioy bdl no power to beli*ve ; and threatened to send 
theiii to lietl fur not repenting ami bvhe^iflg; — many 
and !H a,U tlie&e cEiaea, ^luierB would have juat reason to 
liatc God. But none of thete tliLo^a are tme. Tlie 
cuDditioiiKof llteGoEpel, &u far fiora. being artltraty, are 
indispensable in their iiatuiti t[> sJvB.tLon; so &U' ftom 
being put ftd high that it is impijstiible, or even di£cult 
to comply with tboin, tbcy ani brunght i^own as low ua 
they potBibly can btL, witliuut cendeiing tho Eiiuier'a 
EaI^[Ltion impuBiihle. ItepentiuiDe and taitli are iiidis- 
poD^ablc to £t the. snul For tbc enjoyment of heaven ; uod 
if Gud filionld di&praieo with IJiefO couditionn, and 
coneunt rJiat the siunur etiotild nvu^n in his sins, It 
wonld render the Mnnut'B damnation ccTtaio. 

AguiiL Nirt tml^ ars t^ H/tiMiioKii of s/ii-eJiiiva ■aecee- 
surp irt t^iMr tnfn 7jatnref b^l ii ig fios^ fo cf/fuply mt!i 
tfmi; Tmicfi eawur ihitii to mjeot tliem. Our powcrsuf 
mind are u^ well united (o accept ng to reject tho GoflpoL 
The rauiivea to ooccpt ajB infinitely greoier than to re- 
ject the offers of mercy. So "wjyghty indeed nre tha 
motiveB to comply ^itti the cimditioTis of the Gonpet^ thiit 
ainnere oflan find it diihcult to rBiiyt tlioiii, ftud tbuy 
arc under thenecesaty of making almodt cenaclefii eflorltt 
to nmlntJiJn thomRclveg in impenitence and unheiief. 

Again. Th^^ h no jtiet cams f/r hating Gnr?, in ha 
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Tbore ia no reaaon to doubt that God au adnimislera 
Lib proyidcntiai f^ovemmem as to prodnce, npoii the 
■*hule, the highest and moat a^l^ii^vy pranioihls mQii- 
eneo in favour of hoJiucBS- It ia niiiniftM that hia mend 
law? nre puarded hj the higlicst potable aa&ctiens; th;it 
iJl hiL9 been done whieh the peifec^on of moral gnvern- 
niant could do to secure nniveraal boUriPM in tlie ivorld : 
to it is trUB) hoyuod all reasonable doubt, that his phy- 
bicbJ or piuvidential goveijuuc-nt is administered in tlie 
wiaoat poswhb majmer. 

It ib, drjubtlia?, adminifitered soltlyfot the benefit ajid 
in Buppoi't of motaL govsmn^t'nt. It it ^o airangpil as 
to liring out Mid eaeii tht highest moral inflnenee that 
Biich a govfrnTirent iu capivLte of eiertin^. Many ain- 
nera talk as if lliey eiipposod tlial God mi^ht liavc 
adminifltereii bie govEantncnta^ both moral and provi- 
dential, in a. muiLLor vaaily niio\i judidong and moii^ 
highly oi>lecilatud » aecui'o perfection in the uioval con- 
duct of hifl Bubjaiilp, They Beem to tldok^ tliat bccanae 
G(kI ig aliniglity, lie therofoie can work any conceivable 
flbaurdlty ov ccntnuhotinn. That he ciin secure perfec- 
tion inmoralagcntabytliPffseroiHe of physical omnipo- 
tCDce, and thftt tha exi^uc9 of sip in our world la poof 
conclngivcthjit,itltliough on flomc accounts hois opposed 
tn ain, yut^ upon tho -whole, ha prefijcfi its esialence to 
helincas in Us drteml- Tlicy flciim to take it for granted, 
tliat the two governments which God HsorciBeB uv&r the 
universe, moral and providential, mip;hl; ha,vB bee:; so 
administered as to liiLvu produced uuivisrsal hohneas 
throughout tho iniiynrae ; hut thia le fi grotnitous and 
moat wicked aasumptioii. It is iiu Tiiir infervnce frnm 
tbf omnipotcnee and oumiiVJience of Gud^ and the 
assumption h founded upon an ecfuneous view uf the 
nature of moral sigeney, and of moroS government. 
Agndn. Tfiej-e ia >w jf^ e/iUK f^r hatrffl in tmi/Um^ 
(l2 
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tfuti bdofig^ to the chartO^ of God. There is nothing 
hatefiil or ropellant to J>ny jugt mind in ^ny view tiLit 
can "be laken of tlio character nif JehoTah. But Ofi tLe 
contrarv, Lia charader comprelieiida wcry cuucuU'iblc 
or possible eiMUence, 

A^n, There b 710 jitit came for hatred m the a>ndffA 
^ Gfid. TLii^ru k no iniion&i^spcj batw^en liifl conduct 
and bis profesaioiis. Some puuplo weiD Iti lia^e cun- 
caved of God ae a sly, artfu!, lijpocrlticul btbig, wbo 
t£y^ onu tliEDg and id[;»nd auuJilier ^ \%'ho pmfefeE£ grnat 
nblioxrenuH irf Eiii« yut eo uonducts himgcll^ anil th^ 
aEfairs of Iiia 'kingdomj as nacfl&BariJy and ijutjioaely to 
produce it; *vlnj conimajiiis men to ksop Iub law on 
pain of et^rnid deutb, and, artcr nil, prKfij^ timt tlii^y 
&hi>u7d Iirira^ it ; whu cnmnrande u|t nitin tn n'pflnt and 
bulicvc iliii gn&pal, yet lias n*itdo fttonomeiit but for 
tljfl cloct i wliit, wliilo lio rutjiLites theiu to ropeiit, haa 
£0 coDsdttited thom^ that bu knows tEicy &to unjiblu to 
tepent ; pmfeEEua greatly tu dmiro tho ealva^nn of !tH 
men, aad yet has suejiondod their Ovation upon impos- 
Bibfo tunilitinne. IndixnJ, many seem to reprfoeut the 
conduct and profoBMona of GJod at BverkatinK vnriancE 
with eaoh otheTf and as making up a eemplitatfd tii^^ui: 
of Goatrad[i]tioii» alKurdity, ii.m\ hypfkcriuy. But ii.l] 
sueU rcpresontftliotis iue a hbol upon luy iiiGiiituly fiir 
and upfighfe conduct, 

AgfUTi, T/ier/: w nothiii^ mtidtrd or wtitenssarilff 
eemrcin tkecondft^i cf Gcd loieard ih& tnha^iiafti af tf,is 
world. There hoa he^n a great dial of complflint of his 
oonduot amrmg eiuncra; ihey bnye often complained of 
tliH iiijuatiuo of his di^dingg, and have aojiictimca in- 
rjUiri^d wbf»t th^y had dane ^at he should clinstise LUc:ni 
■wills i"unh acverity. Unt all sacli conipliuningsorjy iJTOVi? 
Ekar own perwraruf*', and can never fasten, any juat 
aiispicion upon tho conduct of God. 
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II- Simiers do hiSe Gud heca-me di^^ ^re siipreiifly 
idjluh : oud ho ia, us ho nngUt to be, infinitely opposed 
to their auprente object of pmsuit- The first thing that 
ive Jieoover ill the liOiidiict of IJUlc chililren ia tbe desire 
/f sclf-gratiliciition. At what period of Ibeic Ofiatonw 
tliia di^sira bocoinoe ealfisliness, is impoBBihle fee us lo 
ray. That a firopar do&ire to gratify an appetite fur 
food iind drink, and all our conatJtutionEJ. appelitijs, is 
not sinfnl, ia manifest. Tbtftu appetitea have no moral 
chsLTiuilf r^ BSid their proper indulgence ia not einfuh But 
■whenavct' tbeir indulccnee ia inordinate, or vrlicnovor 
tho indnlgT^nno of our appotitoa eouiea in colliBio" with 
the rcfjnirements uf Gid ; whenevor iuid wherever wfl 
indulge our conatitntional propenatiea^ "wbcd wo are 
iiudor ya oblig.ition to absent from an indulgerLce, in 
every snch c&as ive sin, for hi all thrac rasca wo arc self- 
ish; we mate our own bidiilgeuce the rule of nnc duty, 
infttead of the rcr]^nirfimfnt of Cod. "Wo consent to in- 
du^ge out3ulvo3 at ths public cspGnae, and in Ji way that 
19 inconsistent witli thfi ginry of God and tho liigliost 
good of his uni>-er3e. This U the RSScncG and the history 
of all sin. Now, at whatever period of our cxi^tcnM 
we 6rsl prefiar self-gratification to our duty to God; 
when. We first make self-gratification the anprpmeofiject 
of cbi^ce i — at what pattionlar moniertt aelf-gratTftcation 
vonius to be the ruling prinaple of our conduot and thi- 
highcfit aim of oui' Jives, it is perliapa impoasble for ns 
lo detenulned 

But yrhGnoYDr this may be^ this la the comniEuce- 
mcnt of out dcp^avityj it is our first moral act ; it 
conatituttB our fiiat moral thara^ilcr ; ovcrythiug that 
has preciided tSiis hii4 uu moial cliairiKUr ut all. The 
Bible asgnrea ua that this ocoui'S lio eaxly in our history^ 
tbLit il may ba aaid that, "^tho wii:ked aie eati^ngi^d 
Iroiii tho w<tnib, Tljnt t)iey gi> iiatiay jk Koon aa they 
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La bum, spcaliiug licfi/' Thia language in uot, of cuiirse, 
to Le uniiL'relooil litorally, bwaiiso -wo do nul, eps<^ at 
(dL Ba.soan ?ia wa m» bora ! but tlic wickoil speak lies 
EH aoon Ds tboj' Jo ar^ijnh. '■ Behold," eaye the tsjilinist, 
*' I waa ahELpcTi in mii|iiity, and in ein did my mother 
ODnteivo i[iu." Tiiin language, fllao* is CErtainlj figuia^ 
^ye; ffiL' it caiiiiot lio posiLblo llicit Ihs Rul>Btajiw af i 
conceived itrtns iiliuiild be uin ! TIu& would contradict 
0'>d's own definition of piin. Ho sayPj " Sift IB a trans- 
gresaion of tbc la'w ;" hut the law preyiyibee it rule of 
action, iirud Tiot f» mo'ii! of csiatence. If the BnbHtiinM 
of a coDOMved fmtua is sin ; if ^o child itself, pi!\iiiufl 
to birth, is a sin, then (rod has eommittod it. All tlutt 
can pHjffiibly be menot by this (ind aimiW iiuaaagCBj viviAi- 
odt TnaldngattcriKiMcngo i>f the woid of Gsud— Vnitliout 
arraying different paaaages in cvcrlfiating contnidictidii 
to eKh uth«r, is, ch[it we were always MiifK^rs from the 
coQuneuuement of our mnrul eiistence, — from the 
earliest moment nf the ei:orcise of moral flgerioy. And 
Id insist Upon the literal undetstanding of sneh -pjiedjfgOB 
as these* ia the most dajigecoua per'^ersion of the Eihie. 
Adopt tlie principle of iuterpretation tha.t insists npon 
Ibesa pasaagei Iwin^ undofatood literally, and apply it 
in the PEposition uf tliswbolft Oible* ajid jouwill proTe, 
not ocly that sin and holiness are gnbstiinnrf, but that 
God ia a ujatctial being. IniLeed, here ha* been the 
^teat errui^ on the subject of depravity. This grand 
mle of interpretation, that all laTigniigE is to be uuder- 
Htood □/:cDrdiug tO tlie natute of the subject to which it 
is applied, hna teen overlooked, and the same meaning 
has often been att^tbcd to the saoie word, vjJK^thcr 
applied to matter or to jnind- For instance, to set asiiTn 
God'hs definitEon of im, as con^istirig entn-elj in the 
trajii^roBaiini of lav^^ and hrinji in those figurative ex- 
prcifliuiiii, that would eocm, unexplained hy Qod'b own 
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definition, to rppresent sm au uons'iMtlng in something 
e]« than voluntary Iran sgreesioD, i& to array tlie Scrip- 
ture in irrecuiiullahlo cnntradiction tu itQulf, by over- 
looking one of tho most important rules of Blblii^Al 
inlijprctation. 

4e 13 to tiiflo with the woi-d of God ; It is tempting 
the Holy Ghost ; it is a stupid, not to say a wilful 
perversion of tim truth of God. Now, the ^eat reaaou 
whyi^iiincra are oppireed to God, ia pot that there in any 
defect in thdr n^mre^ rendeiing their opposition physi- 
cally necei^eivy, bnt becauae he la irrcconoilnbly n]ipikied 
to their selfishneaa, Hq is infinitely opposed to tbe 
supreme end of their pursuit, tliat is, te their nhtaiuing 
bappineas in a way that iu iocont^stsnt with Jiia ghiry, 
and the happiness of other beinga, 

Tlie supenie ond at which iha^ aim ia to proninfc 
Iheir own happineyt, in a way that ia iiiounsistoiit with 
Hie public gnod. To lliis ho ia infinit'^ly nppiiitd^ Aa 
thwy have ah nnlioly cn^ in \iuw,the mitan« wliiiih ihey 
use to accomplish tliia end uro, of comfle, as wickoiJ as 
the Olid, God \Tt tbercfore iia much oppOMii to tlio 
miianp which tliey iiae afl to tlie end whioh thay are 
oudoavoiuing lo accumpliah by those moond. Thceo 
meiEB make up the hii^tory of tlnzir lives- They arc ail 
dcsicned, directly or indirtvitly, to affijct the all-abnorb- 
ing object at which the wnncr aims— tho promotion uf 
hie own happini?aa. God is, thcreforGj as he ought to 
be, Binneroly and eeuacientiously, and infinitely upposcd 
to everything they do or say while in a stat* of impenJ- 
tcniiy. Thoy would make ovetything anbordiTiSLte to 
llioir 0W3I privaW interesl'J, Tfc insists npon it tliat 
they sb^l seek tbeii happineag in a p'ay thnt is cnnsiB- 
tent with, and ealcukted t^> promote the happiufss of 
the whole. This is, after all, llit' only way in ivhieh, 
in the very nature of thinga, tliay can be happy. Ua 
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aciiordiDgly eiAa hiiHaolf, -with full purpose of hciirt, tu 
Aifent ever}' attempt ■which fhcj iiiaie to oLiain ti»ppi- 
msn in ilieir uivn wiiy. He is Clic irfecoBcibtle adver- 
sary of s^U their selfish aflhcmeg. He cmbitt«?< bt^j 
Clip of Btl£ah joy, ''tiii-nq their" aelfisli *^ cimnpel bood- 
long ; flnd brings down thair violimt dealing upon tieir . 
owp patu/' ^ 

Thiia ywi see that sinTiers l.ste God bceaiiBe lie is so 
lioly. While thpyr«ruain selfiah^ and he \a inlinitoly 
beiLOvoTent, their rbiviaotera, Ihetr deigns, tlieir dcsiree^ 
and rJI thfir vayB, are diamctritalEy apprised to his, 
and lug to tlieira. They cUC direct oppo^tes; and until 
they change, it -will always be true ^ be baa said^ ^^ / 
iuij^ iiem, imd ihe^ tif>?ior rue. 

HoHtieia is a regard to ii;;;bt. Cifd rGijuirep, upcn 
infinite penalties tb^t every iin>ral being in the universe 
ahniild do» aitd feel, and say, that wliieli is perfec^y 
rigbt ; leas than thie lie camiut requiro williout inja^tice, 
Bot aimers are UQ-willing to do ngbt. Tljey would bo 
at liberty to fwnanlt their own private intereut in. overy- 
thing, and tbej'- of ceurse L^uiider God aa an Hiomy, 
beeauae he hiaista upon thar iinqqalified abedicncQ to 
thfi l^w of rLjiJil, bo'mrver pEir/ectly it counterfleta their 
selfiah acbeme^P 

Aginn- Sinngra hai<! God heamss Iiq i? m gmd. He 
33 good and does good, and iiinv<H on in tbe prorantlon 
of the public iiitorest ia a v^ity that often UTDrturns and 
scfittera te the ivinda all thoir anlfish priyedta and Babel- 
towers upon whieh tliey ute attempting to elimb to 
heavefl. Hie litiorf id so aet upon doing good, that in. 
tbe proaeeutien uf hig griMit deaffiii he has often eyer- 
tbrowa ^inilie^ and nntJous Chnt stood in his way; and 
once be overwhcliand a world of sinnerq in a flood to 
prevent tbeir miaebief, a,Tid bring tlin \«oTld back into 
such a atatfl, that, through the introdnciion of the Liw 
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Qnd goapel^ lioinight reclaim inaulciud, iind aave a muN 
IJtndo from hell. 

Again. ^n^tTfrq hm^ Qod SdciriUd he u iinparii^. 
They view tbeit oivii interea^ ag of supreme iinportim*, 
and are laying themselves orit to make everything in 
the universe bend to it. They wonld bave the weather^ 
tbe winde, itnd the ■whole material and moral nniverse^ 
conform to the great object they have in view, to eon- 
6un»raate and perpetuate their own happinftiSr But as 
Q-A hiis an end in view entirely diverse from theirs i a& 
biu object is Lo iironioLe the general happinesa, aud the 
hapjfineH of individual?, only so for aa ia conaiatent 
with the happine?a and lights of other hcinga, ho eon- 
tinually thwarts them in tbeir favourite projecte. The 
■Very elBments of the material univEiae are so arranged 
and governed, as often lo roako ahip'rvreok of their 
fimdcftt bop^ and aoiLJliilute for ever ^eir most fondly 
elieriidlied eipwtatiuna. 

But thiB ,13 not all. Sinnera hate. God hecaiae 
Ihreatms Ju punitk ih^m for ihm' sins. He will not 
compronuBe whb them ; he ineiats n]xm their obedienee 
ortheii? damnation. Ud requires tbeit repentajiee and 
reform pU.ioii, or the overlasting deatmction of tbeir bouIs. 
Now, eitlier alternatL^ig is Rupr?racly hatful to sn ini- 
poQitcnt sinner. To repent, heartily to uuflfcea tliat 
God is right ajid he ia wrong, to take GoO'b pajt 
aciiinst liimsolf ; to give up the pursuit of his own hap- 
piiiesa aa tbe auprnine object of dc^e, to dedicate him- 
ficlf with all he in and bas to the aervieo of God and the 
promotion of tbe puhlic mtcrcatj ia wiiat he ia utterly 
unwilling lo do; and inaamucli aa God imdatsupon it, 
will make no couipiuniiso^ hut demands unqualified and 
uneoiiditiDnal aubmisaioii to hia will^ or tho eternal 
damnation of hia aonl : tbe i^inner ia ontii'ofy niu'eoon- 
ciled to ckher. lie couadere God au bia iirfiiute and 
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alnrightj sulvEiBury, uuA makes w»r upon liiin wiiJi all 
hie Iloe^L 

III. 1 wnii/ eJtoTo tlmi sinners fidts Gfd ff.y tliQ WTry 

rei/.spna prr ff^mh ih^ ought to fo-ue him- They Fire the 
TGry rfasDna fi>r which all hn\y bein|^ du love him. Hia 
opposition lt> all sin, and to aU injurious condnct uf 
ererykimij hia high ri'garii to mdWiiiialaiirl general 
bjppiimta ; and, in filion, all the riiasone for wLith sslf- 
iah bein^^a Brf. SO much opiJoasd to hini, are the founda- 
tiOTi of oblip;atJoii tn Love bim, and are the leasons why 
j^iiwmri^e being^j tiiat Iutu finy I'o^jEErd to the moral 
fitni'M of tli[ngBj feel H right, and iiifiiiilelv obligatory 
in them, to love thuir Maker. He dcatuvea tc beloTcd 
for theae tpasona, and for smollifff. And it ia for these, 
and no otherrcn^oiia, [lifltauincrehiitehiiar They do not 
hate him bKfbUSO hfl dcatirviH thciv liattud^ hut bDOLuOH bo 
deserves their love ; it 13 not bccQusu ho ig wielded, but 
heeanse ho ig good; it ia not hecmao thi:y ha.vo any good 
nsason to hatn him, bnt becfln*: theyhwvo every putable 
reason lo love him. I mfanjnai us I &^y. ^nnoia not 
only hite Qod, m s^iffe of infinitflTy strung renflora for 
lovfiig hLn, l>ut fi/r thso very rossona. Kot oiily ib it 
true tJicit tlieee reaaona for loving him do not prevent 
Iheir hntiag hiin» but they aro tJie very tbtmnz/Kr ^hisfi 
they hate him. 

I shall coneludB [Ha dlBconrae with qcvflral reniarkd. 

lat, I'Vinu thit snbjwt you can fles the ridiculoriH 
hypocrifiy at iuliilelsr Ic id vocy common for tlicm tn 
profcsi, in thijir inveKtJgations and inijuiries iftet truth, 
lolie icn partial. Theyingist upon it tliii^l Cbnatians are 
alroady cooimilted, and are therefore incapftUc of 
^ving UhfJBHanity nciuididand uuLiafiScd eaamidation. 
CiiriaLijjiiB) they Kiy, cannot make up a jutlguient to 
he TEilied upon, hBaaiLSe l^ioy arc aJrnady ouDiiuieted in 
favour of Christiimity. But infidels aoraa to suppose 
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tliat thify aie in clrcinnttafleej to make up fin nnbiascd 
and onhgbtnned juclgiiji^iit, and lo esmnine and d^cidi; 
without projndice- But thia is utterly ahaiird. They 
ftfii not on iicsitral ground, au they anppoae theiUflL-lvea 
to be. Tlioy rice cojuinitbed agaJnat the Bible. Tint 
thoy mo the eiiL'mit.'B of God ia demonstrated hy their 
eotiduut, enth-ely irrespeulivc of the Bible. Tint their 
UvuB lu-fl ftoch an no good bcji^( can approve, siioli fl-S 
Rod if liO ia holy luiiat ahhoi', is a plain niatCfir of fact. 
It iioods no Bible to prove thia. No'v, here is a- book 
H'liuinin^ tu i>o i* rovolation from Goil, demanding of 
tliem holiness of heaii and life, ajid thcealojiiiig tlioin 
for llioir ftinftWJth HterniLl death- ^yw^iBitnot absui'ri? 
[a it nut ridiculoua JUid ]iypociitJ(;a! for these enemies of 
*l*od, eoiJiLiritted afl tiiey are agaimt Geii, and againat 
tliia [■evelfltion, to act thnninidvufi iip Jia the ouly impar- 
tial judges? 

7'/-^ can ait do^vii to tlie invtatii^tiou of the subjtitt 
Vfithont bill*. 7'A«,'/ luo on obutral gtound. T&e^ feel 
no bncli priiEHBauBiions Sm to mrfguids their judgment. 
Tho fiiet 13, [nhiiitting; tliflt ('hrietianh an; an much pr§- 
JEiiJierd in fiLvonr of ChrL&tlanity, ua iulidEds say the y 
are • atill, unleaa inlidels will admit tliat Chiiatiaiis are 
perfect^ that thcyafc^^'hollyi^assundfluliriily devoted 
to God ; it vHli appear altor all, that Ghrisliaua are not 
tollable to lie iift'judioeil in favour of CliriBliajiity as 
inJidela are ngainat it- Infiiklw avo entirely flppo&tid to 
God, and nil impenitent lunnure, aa i have abonn in the 
tvi-o former disconraps, hj-o totally depmved ; and until 
Christiana are entijcly perfect, thoy will :ioI;)>bso com- 
pIcteLy biasaed in favour of God, an &innGin are in favour 
of the devih They will not iintll tliou, of course, he ao 
liable tomii^judge in fiLvnur of t]io BiLdn, as sbmets vtill 
bfi again^ it. 

Christiana teing upon th.' whole in favour of God, 
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and tlioroforci fcoliisg a tltpog attacbineiLt tv tbe Uible, 
and yafj Imvtug mudi remaining siii about ilniir ; anil 
tlierfllbn) liiiltis to frul niitny objccliojia to tliD etiictnesa 
of ltd clrLiiim^ ^1! in tlic heii li'trvmi^blnniim, and jn iha 
moat fiLvourtlile al:kte of raiml, of any beiiigi] in tliie 
^vurld, 1(1 judgu impnftially, Theyaje not bo wicked 
E3 to rqect whrLl tlifly eeo to ba true, not so obgaq^uioijelj 
dTspraeil fl9 blinrlly to ^ibmit to evfirytbing tbnl pre- 
tcnd? tc bftvp a claini upon tbcir oTiedicncu, vjiUiout 
investrUftliiiTi. By tlii^ I do not ine:iii that ChriBtiauB 
are belter qualified to judge of the trnth of the Cliris- 
tiin roli^on^ than if tbey were pcrfocst ; but I do mfan 
to wpel the abguril aaacvtiona of inlidtilH, tbat tho Cliris- 
ti^n'a fnitb ii notbing more thnri n blind cirdnlity. Thore 
never wafl* at any lime, piety cnon^b in the churi'b to 
bear tlie refitraiul^ of pure Christianity, if tht evidence 
in Jt5 favour did not come upon, tbem with tho power of 
domonEtration. 

2nd. From iAie inl^t ^ou can jw t^if ifis wi^ksd 

COPDUCT 'if SlflHW* Xi WV fTOcf lliot tJlflf HATPEE Id 

aiKFDL- The univeraiil ninfulnegs of men baa b^en gnp- 
poBcd to conduiit to ttie iiiavitabJe conclnsioci^ that the 
nature nf man muat be in ItBulf &iilf uJ, It ba* been Sail 
tlial i[i no olbcr wav can the uiiivtrailly ainfitl ciondDcl 
of mEiiLi! acci>LJut-?d fur. It baa been majntfunel that 
an effect must be of tbeaami! n^ktureof itfl cauaei andtba.t 
ns tbn fiffcctg or ncLJOJia of our naturo aic univeraally 
HiTifitU that thiixnfore tho nature or cause iiiuHt be ainfijl. 
But if the tffijct miiyt bo of tbc aame nature of it^ 
cauiii^ if tliu oinsir niuat bavfl tbe arnio natui:o of the 
a^ecl, Uicki God jnuat bo a material being, fui- hu 1b iUo 
cause of tbe osieleiice of all matter, and tlieiefure ho 
must bJirmelf be raateriaJ- Tba fionl of man must also 
be inateriaL It acta npon bi? ranttriiU budy, and CQusea 
hia body to act upon other mHterial thSngn tuvimid bini^ 
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jijid aa it ia cunaliuitly tSeuli]!;^ material chanirea on 
every band, tbc soul niuat be niritorial- Thia woulii, 
indeed, be a abort-baud inetbnd of diapuaing of tlio et- 
istQftce of ail uplrilB. But wbo will, ?ifter all, admit of 
this mode \ii argumontatioii, and adopt, as a %riona and 
gi-ave trurb, tbo abajrd dogma, tliat tha iibumoter of an 
DfFiict decides iu oH casea tby aliaracter or iiiturc of ita 
cijnau? 

Tbe LiiiiveisaJly sinful cofidirot of men i^ easily and 
jjiiturally accounted for ppon the prinfiiplcg of tliia dia- 
uoiuse. lliey univanally tidftpt, in the ontBi?C, tba 
jjrinciple of aelfiabniiffl oa their gtajid nile of Eietion, and 
this, from the viiiy Jawa of thoir mental tonsdtatiou, 
vitiaEea all tboir moral conduct, und givca a wnfnl clia- 
r,w;ter tcj uvtry mond acbion. 

If it bo nulitid how it happens tlmt tbildren univer- 
aiL^lly n-liipl tbn pnneipjo of selfialiniaa, nnleaa tbrnr 
miliiii'i) iKJHJtiFiil, I iinswer, tbnt they tidopt tbis principle 
of Hulr-^TfitiKiaUioti oi' neBalincsa, bei:nn»c they poaaess 
hitmivii uatiirUi and oonie in^ being under the ppcnHsr 
oii-eunifitnncta in which all the c>iildren of Adam 3re 
born since the fall; bnt not becanse hnmaii Jiature is 
Uae^ Ginfiib The eaii^e of their becoming SMiEJtrii id to 
be found in their njLturc'a boing what it 15, and sur- 
rounded by tba pccnllnr oircutnalancea of temptation ij 
wlijoli tliey arc espnsed in a world of alTincis. 

All tbe conatitiitionaJ appeutoa ajjd ptopmsibies of 
body and mind are in ih^ni^elvaB innuoeiit, but when 
aliraigly cst^tcd are a powerful Eem|)tat[on to prohibited 
indulgODce. To tln-se cogatitutioLial appdJtEa or prO' 
panaitiais, ao many appealt of Icniptatiou arc mjtde, aa 
DnivErBally to lead human beinp tc tin. Adam waa 
created in ihe perfectiuu of ntatihor>d, certainly uot willi 
a sinful 'ZiH^f, and yet, a.Li appcfti to hia innocent oon- 
stilulionel appelitefi led Lini iQi.n pin. Jf adi*lt Adam, 
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without i anfiil nntctsj, ajid after a soiiton of obe^ieiio; 
Olid pta-fccl bolino!, wns loi to dinjigu liis mind by on 
Blifiaal to liis innocent conotitutional proijeusilieB, ho™ 
ca,u tlM faut lliit ;«ftiMi, posecKing ttie same nitnre 
witli Ail.iiu, tnd ajrroiinded liy cirenmEtaiitBB of still 
UTcnlcr teinptiitiofl, niiiveraftlly istlL inh) 6a, ]irove tiiEit 
thflir 'i'Tiiire IS it^ sinful 7 Is siinli iin ioftfrencc cftUfd 
for? la it kjjitiiOBlt ' WllM, i:a]y iind aiuU.Adam 
13 li^d, "by an appfal to hin innocent oinstitn^on, io 
ndo^it tllc principle of aclSshnras, and no Bunpiiiion is, or 
Hin lio entertained, tliat be liad u sinful nature ; hut if 
liall rhildrim nnder drcrmslaHCW of lomptllioD, aggxa- 
-valtd hy the Ml, are led into sin, ive mo to beliei-e tUat 
fioij- mtarB is Mnfii! ! Ttiia is wonrterfnl jihiloaoplij- i 
and whilt heightens thfl alwordity is. that in order to 
ailmit tliu EuifulneK of nnliifE, wo inimt helievo sin to 
cnnaiat in the auhttange of the eonatilution, irelenjl of 
Yoluntsiy action, which is n thing iripnffiLhlc. 

And that mhioli stamps tlie infiiuncn u£ a sinful 
iratnrs v. Jili peculiar guilt is, tliat in making il wo rejett 
God's OVLn detlarfition that *^ain is a tl'AllP^CPfiion of 
the law," and adopt a definitinn ivliioh is poiftctly 
ah^nrd. 

3rf. Rrera the viev.- of depravity prOBeubJil in thwo 
discoiiracs, it is easy to SPC in what aclLse pin ia natural 
to ionnera, and wlial has led mankind to ascribe the 
outhreakiihgti of sin to thdr nature, aa if llioir uatiue 
waa itaelf srnhlh 

All eiperienco sliowa that fcom t!if iawa of Olir enn- 
stitntion -wo are iufiiiencpd i[i onr coiiinet directly or 
indireetly by Uio Eupraujc prefurcnce of onr niiiids ; in 
other woiJb, ivltun we desire a tiling ntprmmln, it is 
mOurd lo i|s tu puisuB this object of dedre. "Wo ma,y . 
hiie, desh-c9 for an olijcet l^bieh we do not pursue ; ijut 
il is a contradiction to niy Lliat we do not pursue tho 
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oliject of siqwdne deairc. Supremo desire ia "Olliing 
<ilso than a supremo or controlliDg clioiop, and aa certain 
aa the will contiola tiffl acti<raij, so certainly and bo 
liaturcily ahall we pursue that oiiject wfiich wo an- 
]>toini'ly deaire. The fact, therefore, that sinners adopt 
tiio priacrple of supreme aeHiaJnicss, rendore it certain 
iuid niLtural, while their siJ/iaAKaiir CDnti'mia to ie jire- 
dffmiiiffTily tliat they will sin, and only sill, and tiiia is 
in strict accordance with, oi- rather tho rchiilt of the 
hiwa of their mental coostitution. While they miinfain 
tlieir aillitcmo selfisliiiesa, obedience ia impoaaihl.i. Tliia 
is the reason wliv " the cirual mind, or thn mhidiiig of 
tho tlesh, ie nut subject to the law of God, neitJiel 
indeed (sn be." No wonder, therefore, tJlM sinners, 
whose aupruniB preCwCiico ia selfish, ahould End it 'ory 
natural fi» tlieni tu sin, and exiiomcly difficult in do 
juiythiiijj else than sin. Tliis being a fact of uiiivorsal 
olHorvntior, hiia led iiiaukind to aai'ribo the aint of men 
to their lli4lir! : and a great dfal of fault liaa been 
lound witll naliite itself; when the fact ie, tliat sin is 
only an abuse of tlie powers of natnrc. Men have very 
ejlonaively overlooked Iha fact, that a deep-ai'aK^. but 
vuluDtOJy prefotiaice for ain, "US the fonndatirlll, and 
fountain, and oinao of all otliei sins. Tiic only soiiBO in 
which sin ia iiMiiral 'to men is, tint it is natural lor 
jnind ta be inllueiiced in its indlridaal oictcisoa ty a 
supreme preference or ehoice of any ohject. It will, 
theretore, ^wayi be uatund for a sinner to ain, until ho 
changes the supreme prufoi-eiice of his mind, and prefers 
the glory of .God and the intereat* of his kmgdom to his 
oivn separate and opposing iuterests- 

4&, Ilrre SUM COB t^ 'ihat a dmage cf hiart a. Its 
natu«. its necesaity, and tlio obligation of tho siimor 
inimeaiatcly to change it. You can see also that tlio 
hrat act whieh the sunncr will or can peiforra, that ciin 
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be acceptable to Oiv\. mnsl be to chiingn Ins heart, at 
the Biipremt and ctnitroHing prtferpnco Of his tniodr 

&tb, Pcthjips some me lyiH ohjpft and ^,iy, if inputs 
are n(ft born witb a sinfiil rstnre, how tlien an? Uiey 
Eave-l \iy giiiuL? ? But 1 ask, in return, it' tlii'y (jj-i? bnjm 
with a Biiiful natiiro, hfiw are tliey aavod by gmcc? 
D«& God create iin infant a sinner, fliiil then tnll H 
grace to iavQ Ijim from "the tiTifiilnci& of a natuie of bi^ 
ewu <3¥Eition ? Ahsard and IdasphemooB 1 Wliat 1 
rfprftiitiil tliu ever-blcHod God aa eitlier dirKtlj creating 
asmful oatiiref or as eslahliabicE^ sncli an oriier of tiling* 
tbat it nfitace in itself sinfu] -woultl hy ptiy^ical rficoa- 
Hity dcBUEfnd frudi Adam, and tlieii call that grace by 
-^lit(;h the iiifanL in 6ave<l I (not fi-om ita aniduct, hut 
ffiyiii JtR natui'o [) 

BnHot ua loiik at Ulis, Ilcrc yru two tyfitems; llie 
<ritB uiaiutiLin^ tliat iriEuiitti havir un iiiuial (;liaEa4;tot at 
bI!, imtil they liiive committed actual ■^3nsgn]aioii. 
Thai UiPtr flrst uKmil actiucis itre invjtiabJy &infi:l» but 
tliat pruvioras tomond action they ara neither fiiiiful nor 
lioly. That, to Ihpy have ne mural chaiiHTter, Lliey 
deaerve Qeith^r jimiao nor lilaine -. neither life nor dealb 
at the hand of G-ud. Goil might aniiibitati] tbcm witb- 
' out injiiBtiH^ nr hu may bestow upoii thcDi i:tcrna] life 
fls JL frufl and uncftniud gift. 

The oihi^ eyytem mniutiuDa th[it iiifaEitb buvti a ^ufiil 
natan? which they bavo inherited fruin Adani- Tha 
&sriptn]-e*i niaintjiill thlil ^11 who are ever Haved of tbe 
hiimoji faTTiily raiial be i^iwed by ^w^a; aiul tbofii' who 
niMLtftiTi tba syntcTn that tho natiu'e of irifiintB ia iWclf 
anfEil^ auppeBe tbiLt upon tlieir system aiviie is it po^- 
blc to aMribe the ealvatioii of infiinlii, who die before 
flctwal trfliipgreiaion to grace. B^il. let ns for a few 
monieiiti^ examine these syateiiifl. GrjiCB is evidontly 
ufte3 in differcflt ftc«fws ia the Bible, 11 io soinetimee 
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syiujiiyinuiis wiE^i hiiliucss^ To grow in gra^ J£ to 
gruw in holineen. Ite inofet comtnoo impuit Hteiris to 
he that of flnmtifitetl favour^ It is aometunea uspdin a 
wilder aenae^ and includes the iilna of irercy or foigive- 
neaa. No^f^ when intjinf^ dio previous to rietaul tranB- 
gtesinn, it 'm> inipoielblo to oecribe their Balvaljon to 
grnce^ in any otliot eenai than thai of uudeseiTod ur 
imeanipd fi^uonr. If tht'y have nevei- einncd, it \i 
impos^'ble that they should bu saved ]>y grace, if we 
in<:liide in tbf term gro^e the idta of mercy or forgive- 
Dfsa, To fiyaert that a eliild hlo be p'ird(m£d for having 
a sint'nl natnre, is to fjilk ridicirlorifl mnu^EHiae ; and it is 
only in the scnae of imdesorved fiivour, excluding the 
idea of nicrcy or pardon, that iUi infant, <|ying befure 
actual tian^^gaioTi, can be smid to be saved by grnce. 
In thsg sHiae, liis salvation ia by gnuTe. He hriG never 
earned eternal life ; he hsii^ neviT done anytlting by 
wli[<;h he has liiid find rnidcr any obMjiatinn to ifli^e 
him, aud Gdd miglit vitliout any injimtieH annihihite 
bim. But if it please lii-m for Ibo sake of (Ibrint, b^ T 
fully believe it do?fl, tn confrsf ['t*?i'na! life npon one 
v-hnm he mi^lit wilhont any injuatice iinuibilatef it ia 
conforring uiflTi him in^nite favoiii. But letufi luoli at 
tbe other system for a inoment. This dcoici that inl^nla 
Iiava El fciuM nation, and rrjeets the monfltroiifl dogroa, 
tbat Gud has created the natnre ainfuS. niid ^on pre- 
teuda to save the iufant fimn n nature of Ilia own crea- 
tion by ^iit^ as if tJie infojit deserved daniniLtion for 
Irfjinu- what God liiiide it. Thow tlifit held ttiia aehtTno 
iuuist tint there !a as much grace in the aalvjifion of 
infdjitb^ "pun tlieir vieT*' of the auhjeot, na npon the 
imjiweible dogma of a sinfol nature. The fact ia^ that 
tijc very esiatenct; of iJie whole race of maa is a men? 
mailer of grace; havlog reference to thfi atonemGnt ef 
■Ti'Siis ClimE. Had it not bftu for the cooteinplated 
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MonenicDt, A^an, bmI Evs ,voL,fd 1,»vb It™ sc„i t^ 
6e]l at ODce, RnJ iierer Lavii liad nnj posteritv TliE 
r«:< cmiia iievfr havii ^i,t«L ThcK rfrcr couli l,^ve 
h«a ^y mtrmtx or adults {Adair, and Eve Esscplsd), 
hid It „(,t l«cu fo,- tl,t grice of Clirijt in i„i«™„i„i. ia 
beluiJf of inm bjr iii, itoneincnt. It wj, duubll^'ra l„ 
antiupalion (,f tlii», au^ on mcijudi o( it. Hial Aiiiim 
and Evi^ ware spjired, and tlll, s™f/.nce of (lie low not 
iislanUj- esBcultd npOH tl.om, Nnw, cvejy infant owH 
^t> vcrj eitiBlfiiim to tUs gnieo of God in Jkub Ctiriat, 
aod rf It diE! previmiE to aotaal transtmaion, it ia inW 
as almoliii^lj. indebled to Christ for cteniaj lilp, as if it 
Jiad iwoii ti.e gronttst sinoBr on eartJi. On nBitllU' of 
ll™ sclLcrnes does ilis graco wlii.:h wyea infanla Luoliide 
llieidiid ilfparrton— bnt im Ijoth of them tl,Eyara tavcd 
y g™e, mamiocli as tlicy owe tlieir very oxisl.mcE to 
llio atonement of Clmst; a,nd in bolli tasoB aro doIivEvfd 
from arcnnistancoB under wliicli it is certeiu, l.art tliey 
bvsd to form iLmoril ohanwlor, tllfy wo„LdIia,ve sidnej 
siiJ deSErvfd ottroal death. To fhinl, thaiofim, of 
ol)jcotLng to Hie view of depravily tbit I liavo riven -in 
tb™ disMTraBS, tliat it daiUa tlio gram of Goci in the 
*>)v.lti0D of mhais, is eitlior lo miatonoeivo or wilfully 
to iiiiaropreseot the EoiiUniedta tljil I Ijavo advocated 
1 disire to aak, and I wish that it may he arrBwcrcd, if 
it 0011 be; ivliorein lima is B.iiy mors grace disiJayad in 
tlio Kilvation of iofanW, upon tbe one ayalein tlian upon 
ths_othor. Will it Is Biiid tliat if the niturc of infants 
IB ainful. ^race lonsl olinngc thsit nature, iilld tl.M thera 
13 til., diflrfonce, tl,at althon^ in nritbar eaae does tbe 
infant ncod a pardon, yot in (he one :::^ Ilia nature nef ds 
to he changed, ^d not in tile otbffi 1 But if his Tialure 
ueeds to be oliangnj, I deny that tJjia ia an act of grace 
if God bag mado his nntute wrong and incapable of per - 
forming any but ainfu] loSitina, ho la hound to clianEO 
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iL, It is consiinijiill-^ trilling to oill tlliu ^race — to 
lanao a being lo come into osiatcncG with a ainfuT or 
defec^ve nature, and tben rail it giacc to cdter this 
nature and oialio it as it sbonld liaw bcon at firat, 16 to 
trifle -with aexioaa things and talk dccoitfillly of fiod. 

Kth. A|^in. Tlie batred of 'nnnera b cruel. It is aa 
fiijd sayR, "rendering hatrod for his love." Ho ia \ofe, 
and this is llie reason and tbo only reason wliy tliey 
bale bijn. Mail;, it is not becanss tbfy Qveriock tbe 
lact that he is iilKllitely beuerolenf. It ia not inertly 
in tbo face of tbia fjLOt, that for olhi- rcBsona tlioy bate 
him, but it is i^ame of tbrs faet. It is literdly and 
absidutcly reud«riiig haired for liia love. He is opposed 
to their iujaringoadl otlict. lie desire* their bappintas 
iuid is iiibniteiy opposed to their making tlipmsflves 
iniscmblc. Ha ia iuLiuiteiy more opposed to tiioir doing 
juiytliiiip Ih.Lt will jirjvc iiyurious to tbemselYean than 
over au Oiirthlv jmroiit wiu< to that voui'tie of conduct in 
bis boiov&l oliiltl, ivhieb he forcsa-w "^^Ii^ ''"i^ '*'■"' 
Uis lioiirt yc^irua with intinitely more than piirrulal 
tendejiicss. !le CKpostidates vith sinners, "ild aays, 
" (.>,do not that abouiLnable Ibiug that 1 hate." "IIow 
shall J glvo tboe u|>, E|>liL-aJni ? IIovlt nhall I deliytt 
tbeo,Ietael? How shall l make thee as Admab i Hott 
jhall I set tlioo aB Zoboijn J My heart is tvirlied within 
ijie, and iny ropoutiii[i;s are kindled together." 

I lo fi'.iJfl all the giiabings of a fathe/a tenderness, and 
all lIio opposition of a father to any coaiee that will 
iujoi'e hlH oft^prmg; and aa children will sometimaa hate 
and revile Ihoir paronta fop opposing tlioir wayward 
ooui-ptB to dcMlruoiiou, so eiuneiE lialo God more tbau 
tliny liB-to all otlitT beings, because ho ie infinitely more 
oppoGod to thoir deatroying their own soula, 

7i}i, 7'Ac Acitw God H, the more nintirrs hitp. hinv. 

The better be is, tbe more ho ia opposiid Ifl tlmir self- 
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J4Jif43? i JiJiil the more he nDpposes thar acliialnie&a, 
"wbilu Uiey remaia wlHsHj the more thej an provi>ked 
"With LdjjIf 

Iq niy u(x:uEid discoiirae tm depvnvity, I ehnwed thitt 
moD [latii God aui^'CLaefy- Tlie onlj ri^iison ia iictjinge 
liifi eatelltijce it aupvemc exMllencEr Hia gQodrnHJ is 
unciinglad goodneas, find theri:f&re tteir haH^d ia uii- 
mingled enmity. If there mtro any dcfurt in hia cha- 
mfltwv, nuiJL would not hate him so much. 3f G tid were 
iiol purrectly, yea, iufidtely good, men snigTit not ho 
totally dqiraved, I intJiu tUey mij^lit not he totally 
oppnsad to his character ; but bccnuBC hi^ charnctpr has 
no bfofnisli, thtrefifie they sincerely, cordially, lad per- 
fectly hatu him. 

HEh. Ap;a3n- 7'^s niwv hn tries io dv them (/wd, ii>?iih 
the^ rdTHdin irrtpaiiiintti^ the nwre f/wy v-iU /jflW him- 

"Whilo they retain tlmir Bi'lfi^ne^s, all bis effutta to 
reotrikin it, tn hisdgc tbein in, li> proTeiit the accompli^li- 
ment oF thflir efJEifih dtf&ires ; the inujre lie iateipoi^iia to 
tear avmv tlieir idols, to TTtan tlitin fiuin tlie world, 
the more he ambittflrs yvoiy cup of joy "with ivhicli tl'ey 
attempt to mtiafy thflmailvep^ the uioie means be ofiei 
*o reclaim, nnd amclify, and nave; if tlicir seliiebjJi'i^ 
ramain UTibrokm, the more deeply and otcrnaJly will 
they hato bim. 

Otii. This cuftduct in jmaflf* is ivfiididjf h^menxtrih;/? 
and d^ero^f LltTVur^ dsafh^ 

Tt is impoaiible to conoEive of griiU more dcop and 
damning than that nf aimers under tliG goepeL Tijcy 
sin under cirtiimstiincca &o poculiai-, that thuir guilt ie 
more nggn^yated than that of devils. Deuik ba^a 
broken the law, nod bo hii,vfi ynn, ainoors. Cut devils 
nevtr rejcctfid the g^^apel. They bave lieen guilty of 
rebellion, flild 30 liavo you. Bnt tlmy havii never 
jejected the yffor of pardon, a,nd spamaJ, aa wjth thuu' 
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fpnt, the offer of eternal lite tbrongb the atoning blood 
nf the Son of Cod. IF you, sinners, da not deservo 
eternal death, I f:innot eonceivo that there ik a di^vil in 
lusl] thttt ile^iTVi* it- And yet, atr.inuf to tcll^ sinncra 
often speak m if it were doubtful "wliethar they deaervfi 
tolje dansneil. 

JOth. It ia eaiy ijo aco from this jniTijeet that saints 
and angels wiU be entii'&ly -i?itislied with the justice of 
God in the dauiuation of i-inners- Tijey -will never tfiko 
delight in the misery of the damned, but in the display 
of justice, in the vindication of liia in6i|ltfdm:ijeBty and 
injured honour, in the r;?pect which puni^bment will 
croatc for the Ej^w nnd character of God, they wilt bare 
pleniiVire ; they wiU see that the display of bis justice 
is glorious,' and will cry llalleluia, while " tlie smoke of 
their tomieiit shall ascend up fot aver and ever." 
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(lOT) CANKOT I'LEiSF, ejKNUlKS 

I.CKf^ini. ^L— 3a. "AhJiIii Irt.i^"'"^, WliKtuiilo. HifH, llinll 1 
Vkm On mill rf llllistwrjlinnf ~.il lo ^kilr^^lllfy litef TttJ 
nre liLo unto clinflNKi jLHim nl llw mMtod-ljLiWi, Jiiid amnn one <o 
anolber,Bpil ^JTQp, Th't Tmve TiEpDil unlo yuu, iind yf lia-r liol hIu>m;I ; 
vetiavo i^bimmftL ti> joii, nnd Ttlpi^e no! mpln 'Fin' Jnln ihcHqtr^t 
«jnc ncillicr J^ilinj: IwuhI, lioi ilrinliiiift »iiLe . aTiil Tc -ftylie IbLth Q 
l)[rf\l 'JIlc 3gll cT M:ia il rai.L^ (uUinB "tl 'irinl'hiSi mid r^ ""i. 
B«h<jlii ■! flutuirou. inm. .I..I .. mBt-mWr, » ftiL-ni nf puUiani mJ 
kijiL^r^! JJuti'iftli.iiih jn^iHcil nfiiniiof Lhildivii-^ 

It would seem ae if Odd doaigncd, in liia licsilinga 
WLtii ivioii* to lesvt tliem- mtlimit oxcilb^. H<J if&:P 
audi !i voiicly of inaliumentaliiy t" rmlnim ftinl savo 
tlioui, tiiut it appoaiB as if lie meant to try tvui^ ffmi- 
lile mains of winiiiij; iiism aWJiy fiom dpatli, tllut li8 
injty givi? tllBin otiinial life. 

Johr tlic Bajjljst "I! iin aiialETB mm : he seems lo 
liavi! liuil vi'iy littls iutcroooraB -with thi! pcqllo, exiMipt 
in Ilia yuULc rapacity au 1 x""P''**- ^'^ niKWigD Bceilia 
to Have boffll tliat of reptuof and rohutc in !i liigli dc- 
jrec. Hifl dint was Insists and "Hid Iinnriy ; and Lu 
WPins to havo Jjuctiml a tigll Jcgrfo of oiisWrilyia all 
\k liabita nf livini;. Ho did not i-iait Jcmsalem aa a 
pubLio toa*ln^f, tut contiuuod in tliji wildcat parts o( 
.Tadca.towhifll [ilaca. the peopl? floetBil Ulliatfn tohia 
itifltrnetiona. Hia tisbits of life, iH stjle of pirarhinj, 
liis ftb^tltr.iing in fi gfiat meaaxurc from intercoui-sn with 
tbepeoplOjIed hiamitjiijcs tnsiytliatlnjJiJd a bad ^irit; 
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mul tJi;*t so far vrjg be fcoin Leiiijj a ^ooiil msn. lie wna 
luii^teaaGd-wU.h the ilcvil. 

After tlifl Stinbei aod rb^»^6 Lad iloelined irci'iviog 
■lis doctiitie. uiuJer tEie pitUiiieo th.it In: had n. de^J, 
rlcang Cliridt te^&n ku puljlic niinistry, oni in liis IjahUa 
uF lifr, and intcivoaise wiih tlio peoply, diir^niil widely 
Imm J<>lin tlio BapliisC, InsLeod rtf iioLifiiiiDjf hiniwlf to 
till! vil[lcrncd9of Judtfa,Le vifliltid most of the jirincJpal 
ly\ncf\^ ami eapecisJlj^ spent cfHiaidotabJe time ftt Jeru- 
aufcm as a public teadier. Ho was uffatla m hia deport- 
ment; niiii^i^lud witli great euso and holy civility, with 
fJuinat all classea of peraoos, fur tbti purpoap of inatpiict- 
iiig them in the great doctzum nf eftlvation. He did not 
lic.^iEfite to comply witb tfin invitiitiUTiB of tbft rhaHTaees 
and grait lueii. -if the nation to dim ivitli them ; and on 
ivll occaaiona vtu» furwiinl in fulniiniatcring mcU repmof 
itTJfl iufltrucLiuii an WM ftiuUid tih the circuiDstmicK aud 
chnmctoij uf ttioeo witfi ivliom ]|p Bsiocinted. Birt 
ivhfiTi tlifi Phariasua huteupd to Jilq doctrine?, thfy vrere 
filbrl with iudi;^'ii:i^fiii, imil enJaod hold of the easy and 
gontleiiuuty mamuir in wlaeh he acconiniofliited himtelf 
tu all clasftffi of peojtb thai ha might give tliem iDeCnic- 
tiun, and ubjeclod tiJ him tliat liu wsa & gluttoTioiiff maa, 
n T^nB^hibhcr, ^ (i^yiid of puhlicans and ainnei^ 'iltey 
ithjGCted to Julin, thiit ho whu nioropc und *(nir, that he 
liad a deiimjcialfliy spirit, arid was therefore pc^osted 
witli Iku devil; and to Chriat tJuy oh^ected, lUat he 
was on llie oppnsitu uxtremo ; tlmt he was U>^ ;i1J[iljls 
aud ^miliar v[t\[ all clmacs of people; tktt be was 
net euly a giutf^meua in:iii and vriDc-Lublurf, but ^liat Jie 
was tlve Trieud of publiciinif and ainiicra. It ^las tJiiB 
mcoosisl^^ucy in thcin thut drew ftyth fp>m Chf Ist the 
ivoi-dfl ^[ the tijxl. An evident allusion is made in tho 
■wonfs itr tbfi to«t ta Eastern ijUdtoma ; tu thuir sea&jns 
of feativity and dancing, on the one jiaud, and to their 
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loiid IftrrL&iilaliona aini muiiniiu^a on runomJ 0DC[i9Laii:i 
on tbu other. It in i:oiil]iiijd, as every ont linowa, for 
little [iliil<lreii to coyy in tlieir plays those tliioga ■which 
iiiej sea in mdult pi'ramia. When they ■witnpaa AcaAons 
of festivity^ piping anli danelng, they get %innf^liing that 
will aiiii^'Oi^ w iMi inetmrnent oF imimc, and go forth 
piping iLnd ilnricing, ill imiintian of what they have sccn- 
So nn the other hand, when ihey ha-ve "witne^sci} funeral 
nfCflaions^ finwhieh mcmmingmen and us cinmiiig women, 
ti i^ c&ivunon in the Kaat, by th^r loud -wailing have 
eEciled great Jiimentation^ flmofig the apei-tatora ; they 
too have alteni[rteil to copy thia also. The conduct of 
the Scribes and Vhorisce? h compared to children, who 
sit in the mntket-placta, And <»jnpliLin of their liltle 
play-fellowB aa tnoro^ and iour» and not -willme to play 
with them^ P^^J what tijey would, When ihuy imilated 
festivity md dancing, their pluy-fellovve were eolenin 
BJid. iKerved, and did uot seam dispn&td tu merrimejit. 
And when they attemjited to pl^y something that was 
nioce agreeable to their humour^ and mourned and wailed 
nnto ihein aa if at afnneral, tlien they were difipp&cd to 
be "luny. We have piped ujito you (say thoy) mid ye 
lidve not daDced ; we liave moiiniEd to yon, mi d yo 
have not wept. And when Christ bad Uius I'opi'eseuteiL 
tlie lesLy conduct of theso d)LLdreLi,]ibj)reUbtfiliis hearers 
"with the appliuibtiun, "' for JohutlielfiptiBL co.nic neither 
eating bread nor drlnkinp wine, and ye say lio hnth a 
devil. Tlie San ef Man is come, Rating and drjnliiiig, 
and ye aiy, Behold a ghittunonB injin, a wiiie-hibbec, a 
ftLoud of pubticitDB and mimeni ! But wrsdom ig justi- 
fied of ilU her cliildriin," 

In sppfllcing from thcsu wordR, 1 dcsion to illiifltrEi.to 
tha following prupositioii — That ilion cannot pj,ea£I! 

DINNERS. 

Some people are apt to imngine that it \a a Tnisri'jire- 
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iijjitatioii of Gini'^ cliiuaolier tbM creaks so much opjiu- 
silJou lu Iilm in ttiis ivorU. Stmieliuiis i( ia true rtat 
lus f/haracttr is greatlv raiareprsBerlted ; and whm Lis 
oliararter ia thua niiiirpresentcj, tlie cmt-ienax nf men 
Mf OTpoaeil to liiiii ; tut tbej are iii> licllcr pleased 
niien Lia cbsmctet ia tmlj- cepcffloutEil, fur tlieo tbsir 
^ap ^fi JUfl rt|>|n,aecl to him. 

It iB luatltT ef fact, lliji only neeas to be silted to 
lie ailiiiitted, that upoa lis subjecl ot religion tlie heirt 
HDi) lliu iMiscitnce of impenitent sinnei'a nr* cppossd la 
ia«ll other. That ivliioli fhcit liearta Itpva, their ixd- 
Bdtawe cunilerau ; and tliul wiiicli Ihcir consciences 
approve, tlieir )n-arts half. T\;m conseioncB approTe 
the oiiniocltT of God, as il is; but Jo tliis oliaraeler 
tJicir )jcaTt9 BTB iiUaly oppiisMl, »s I hava shown when 
trailing npcn tlio subject of totl.l ileprnvily, in No. V. 
of thia series. It tlie cliitraolcr cf Gud sliould ba sii 
altcrHl as to cuHdLialu luiJ please their n-iditii riiart, 
thyji' r^nBcisTice wcnid coudanin it. 

Ill illiistralicn of tlie proposition, *'(/;irt Gcd aamol 
plrais liniMrs," I observe iTi the 

lat place, that siiinei-9 llu liullike the IiiiUnas «/ (jad, 
DOC would llio)- iiha liim it he ivcre imholj. 

To the huliuess ot Odd tlitir hparls are biilerlj- 
cpposed. To deny iliis is as nhsuni as it is false. To 
maintain 11 111 an impenitent heoct is not op()nscd tu 
holiness, ia tlie aame na W maintain that an impenitent 
heart is not impeuifiint. Inippuitence is the love of sin. 
But sin and luiline,a are direct oppusites. To saj-, 
IJien, tliat m irapeniicrt heart ia nul opposed to holintss 
IS lo saj fJiat oppoaitne ace not opposiioa. Qod is 
infinitely hoi/, and tlieiTifore the impeuilent henit is 
vhallti opposed to liuii. But suppose bo ivere inliiLitel)- 
sinfiil, would siuneis be beltw pleaswl nilh hiin than 
lliev are at ptonent ? No ; they would then mate ivar 
upou him hoBHise bo was ao wiekod. Thcjr ameciimix! 
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would then conilemn liiui^ and althougl' tliiar licarta 
wotiUI be wnciliatBil, thbir cuuscience and tlicir bftfr 
juLlgiTieiit wnold bo ntterly tippohed to bmi. Mi^fl «cfln 
constittitoil, thirl tiiRv coDiiot a^ipmve tlic cliaracl^ of 
n wrclicd bi'ijfg. Nn man over npprovBil of tlic characlj?r 
of tliodevlt ; ojid wicted meii ara oppoaed lobotls f>od 
end thn d'lvit, for oppusita ivafOUd. Tliej hati Gj>(1 
-with tlieir ft/ktrfs, IjccauM Ifo ie bo /id^ , and in tJitii' 
cottKienasB cundciiiu llio dsTJE, hfcaiisu Lti ie so wjc^eii. 
Kow, suppose ytm plate thci chiwflctor uf Gud at aiiv 
point botween the two tstrflmoa of infinile Loliut^^ and 
ioAmtfl ainfiilDfai, iind j^inntru ^vould not, upuii tho 
ijrhole, lio liettiT plGJimd with, him tliiin the^ ic* now. 
la jn^t 03 ffli' oa Jio wuh huly, Ihoir lnj^ita would bate 
liiui. In JDit JI3 f nr us hv WHS wickod, llieir toiiSLitiices 
would eoiidcTUTi htin. &> that hu dooG not pleaPB tlieia 
aa be isj vior wtmld he pleosin them if lio sliniild chaij;;«, 
Agiiio. Sinneia do not like tJie jiuiiie! of Gvd, cur 
■mould they like bini if 1li> wi:ri! inyiibt. 

Tkero i^scTjeely nnytbing in tbe 'jlinriit'tiT nf God 
more i-evoWug to an impenitent UbhtI, tliftis tlint awful 
juatice t^at threaten? ginnorawith ettfnal dcatii, Rut 
a ha were uiijust^thca tbdr conscioncea would coii'lcnm 
hull, Pljicu liiH fhATacter iTiywherc bi^wcjfn the widu 
estietne? of infinitp] jnrtieo and infinitB iiijiintiijis; and 
iu BS far afi lit wjui ju^it, their lujorEiH would liato liim i 
and in as far as he w&s nriji:fttj their cini&LiL'in;es wyuM 
coudomn hini. 

Agaiu- Hinnfra do not lite the mf.rji)/ of God^ ill 
view of tilt eonditioiis upon ■which it L^ to be psorciacilj 
u<]L- vronld t'hsy lilce hiio if ha whirc umfl^rci/W. 

ff tlioy liked hianiercy with i^s conditions, they would 

accejjE forgivcoesB, and wrjnld no longer he inipenilunt 

HBoers. This in irijittoi: i>f I'jict, But if he -mei^Tinmer- 

tjfid, then tlnjy wuidd ujrtaioly he oppo3ed to him. 

Agjun. TliEy do not like tlie precept of liis /ft"', aa 
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il 1^ nor would tliey oi))irovi! of it if ^t wcic fllterEil. 
Wliep lliQ' brliHid its pcrfcrtioo, tliar Iicirla lise np 
iLStiinsl it. Hut it it Kcro i[ii]>isr™t, and allnwed of 
wini! dsgiec or Bill, tlieir conscipiicee woiiW tomlcmn it. 
Iict llio prcmjit uf Ihc low rmialu n3 it is, or alter it 
|iB ymi ivill, mi siiincH ow .md nil! ho (Hi;i>ic:iKf d. 
IJM Iniv rmw reiniirea pjifact IjoIlTieae ; nnd for this 
roanDii Dio Biiinc'r'a lieari is en-tircly op]>cm(l to it. But 
Sll|.|wse it rfquil'LHl cnllre aiDfuliWB, ; tlloiL Ilia con^snos 
would allcriy iKmdaim it. Lei it lie of a iiiiiod 

eii.iinckir, n.nilreqnirps(iniehuliiieE8,ulidamno*n;aud 
1" us far ae it rcijuirpil holiness tinrit iiearH would iaie 
It; aud in as far as it required sin tLoic ranadrnees 
■vioM condemn it. So, open t!,o whole, thcv wonld 
1)( IS fiiv from being satisfied as tlioy anj nuw. " 

Again, Sinncia do no! lite Uio jmially ijf til Iwm 
amt la; norwimld tliey .ippiuve of il if it were altered. 
Tlid hmrb of Bininjia ri^co into iniistniitn^ona teliellion 
wllKji tlie imnally of rlei-;<,i death k hoij out lo llieir 
n:\y. lllll if llic peiialtyWBro less, their aaidmcn 
wiiidil coiiilcmn it, Tlioii tliey would say, (lie pEnalty 
mas llol equal t.o the importancs of (he pretept; lliat as 
tbc iiji|KirtaiKe of tUo pieoepl was inHoile, itis a plain 
jmlttT of eoriimoQ seuse that Uii; pcniltj- ahmid be bifi. 
into; iliatGodwas under aii obligation, in jiietios, to 
aiiportbn tbt penalty to tlio iiniionacw of the procoi.t 
jrnrtliennore,«iey would fay liiat Ood bad not Jons ail 
tbo nature ot the case adniiltod, to prevent the coilimis- 
sion ot sin; that lie hai) not presented the higbcKt liiotivea 
lo nhsdiencB Uiat eoiild be pitsenltd, iior eucll lliolii>ea 
as (be nature of llio caw demauded ; tbal, tliercforp, bo 
waa deiicient iu bruBvoleiiee, and even waiiliiig in 
nnmmon llonSBly ajid justieo. Now, jiiace tlis jionaHT 
of thu law at any point hciween eternal douth and n^ 
lieualtynl all, and tho sinner is nut tatiefied. 
s2 
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H you iiinke it Ifas titan utumal dcatn, you otfund 
Ilia CEinadimce ; unil if you lot it mniaid na it is, you 

offcTid Tiia lirnrt. 

Again- Sinners [lo not like tliB GiKptl ua it is, nor 
would tliey bp IwlE-^r mti^^ci if it were nltcrud. 

Ut. TLey du ncit liltc tlii! r'lle {f atiuftci wliidi it 
prcacril)e?s '"^'' ""nl'l thty bt Bntihsfiui] if it iircHUrlbcd 
.iisy rttiiiT tnlfi. It requires that men abonUl bo hnly, 
as iind ifl lioly, nnri requires tlie ptanie utrictncM and 
Iieifpction as does tlio DiiTal law, Knt tJii^ h ft grpr\t 
olieuce to thmrfifartt. Sappo&e it ptescribcd ft diflen^nt 
mlo of coiidnct, null Ifiwercd ita iil^Liina ftri us to auit thu 
sinful iiitlination? of men, then fchdr omatjif-jiaM would 
oppiBe it- 

■^Vlifli, thej- wonld sxy, is tlit Goii>cl to KpeiU the 
jimraJ IjLw ? Does itnialte ChriatllieujiQisterof sin V la 
it airiy^ ft^E^D&t tbc gdverniueat ai God, and cloee it 
ireiiuitEebL'liioiis^ifflthi^ tliroiie^ "Wliftt^jrt ufGoepcl 
IS this? To thia tbofr coiiadencos would entirely object. 

Again, ^uuera io dot lilte tlie ciin^itioKs if tie 
Gmpcl, nor wontd tbeybe aatisfied if tliey were iillcred, 
Tlie eoiidilion& an?, repentiDce and fa:tti -. but to Oina^ 
tbB einiJHi^a Ivart is op]>osed. To ba»a hjg eics, to 
Jjoat in Christ for ^iJviitimi, la astiiig tou much to 
ubtiun tlie conacut ni biw ^enrt Cut fiuppow the 
OoS2?h1 ofEored to pi-irdon ami bcyo, without iT;p[;iitMiCC 
audf^Ui; to tliia the aiiLiiei'^tf ra>nji;teifceajiilliiftcorLiTnini 
tense vfouH object. "What I lis would 6iy, tilialh (Lib 
Gospel offer paidon wbils they coutinue tlieir rebellion? 
SLftll men be ^vod in tbcic bIus ? It ie iilisurd aud 
iiDfiuiaibSu 1 Aud elmJl men be Sitvnid ivitliout r&,itli ju 
Ciirust ? SliiiJl llicy be r^^ved aud pjrduiied wUilu 
they make God a. liai" J l^][ill tJiey gu ti> lieiiven witli- 
Hjiit Ijolinving there is a. heaven ? Siiall tlioy cseapo bell 
wlien tlicy dif not liQlicvn there is ii lielJ ? ^b^ll tbey 
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ci'fr End tbeu: way to tvetlabtiug life, ^vbcn they have 
It" tiinfidoncQ in tlio iBbttJiJuiiyef 0>iid,ond will DUtwaJk 
III tbe only ''i-ay iljat will conduct tlii-'m tlicro ? Im- 
{lUAjible 1 A Gb^pid tbat pretonds to uftvu dq sncb 
kiruditiiruii must be from bell- 

No*v, f^uppc« you kE tlie eenditione of tlifl GoBpol 
roDiiirn as iltsif ^re, or -AiMi Llieni i[i any po^iblo way, 
and tlio sjaaef ib not satis£ed. Tboy eotiHEnond ths^m- 
wjlvts to Ills ciivMcieace aa tbey arc, but tlioy iire a, great 
oilenco to Jiii JieaH. Altor LLcin, f.it aa to eoueiliate hia 
lii^rly and ynu nfford Itis co/nKisnce ; Eind wliile tlio 
biiiiurr tcmaiii'; impeuiteiit, thoro in no conceivable 
^Ituratiun tlia.t wuuld jiEease Iiim^ 

Tlie fnet is, tbat wnnsi's sjq at continual war "with 
tlieinsel^'et. Their /tcarte and e!)jjedBiit:a are in i>cr- 
jn'tnal i>iiiMifii|ion to oadi otbfli'. One view of ft subject 
will ph'siBi tboii' Jioftftij iind uFfcnd their oonsciofic&i ; 
»tul lUioLJiet vii'W ctf it will pii,tigfy tlieir iionaciencea, but 
jji'oiiBO tbe euniity ivi lU[»v borirt'S ; and wbile they are 
in thin Htutu, it i^ plainly impce^ble to please them. 

Again. Siunoiij do not liko the inenna of grfict^ as 
Lboy^rc, iiuf would they be sitisficd.if jinyothor meana 
"w^iio oei'd to&bve tliuin. Thcydonotlilfc llie dontriaes 
tiiat miiiistejn |HTUob, when tbcy preach the truth, nor 
would tbiiy be satiufiod if tliey preached error. 

If tliiiy come out ■v-itli the pure dorttinen of tlte 
CioRpol) and bear down u]ian the heartn and consciemres 
<|l' inon with the elainia uf God, tlifijr besrts arise in 
instant rebellion. Thia, Bay they, is an abominable 
doctru]i:. I^atif tlto minister lets down ibe high vUinis 
Hjf till! GoHiHilj their coTiacienof k disiatisfied ; and tbe 
Kiniier, if be is well instrueted, say? that tbe miuiUer 
ia af™d to lelL the truth ; tbj.t he is danbbig "witli 
iintampia'cd ninrtflr; that he is dcteivui^ the people, 
and leading tlipm dovin to belL 
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Nu'v, wfi4^tlier the mlniaia'prcntbt^ the "hijle truili^ 
ajid uutliin^ bnt tlic triitli, ot ':rfor^ and DuDhiiig but 
error, or a mi:sCiii-c o^ truth ;ind I'ELbebood, in ju'it □« 
fai' &■! he prijJicHpg tlit truth the siiincr'a hi'i^t uppi>604 i 
and whrntvcr be preaches what the anner knows to bfi 
pfrrir, his conscience condeniTis it. So tliat, bl tUtr 
raijiiot^r preacls whot he wHI, "while the aiuijcr is 
impi^iiitent he -wilE nut, upeu the Trhole, be sribinfied. 

A^iuD. Simieta do not like ihe ii^imnor ef jaisitt^s' 
py&ichiii^ !,g it is, nor would thcy be £HlJ&£ed if thoir 
innnDQ' -was different. K tliu ^iiiuJEtor'? mfLnudT is 
ronsiiigaiid poiut<^d,piiiigejit ii]idinipiB&^ve,thcniiiiJtr'0 
/imrt riai?p up jigaiiiBt it. If it i& hzy, aud tajld, and 
dry, hifl coiitfCTfiJo? condeniug ic lu the first cuflp. t]ie 
sinner *flp be k an enthuaiost aud a juadiiiMi { tlial he 
ajipcalg to the paa&ioiL^, and eAuited a great deal of 
anininl feeHnj^ ; that he fiifilitciiB Ihe wonien and chii- 
dr^, and wil] drive yaoph to mailaeee. In th.! latter 
cuae, he snys that he pteacbes the people a]1 ti aleep ; 
tliflt he js prosing aud liul!, and dctey not believe the 
Goipe! himself. Nuiv, let the :ninihtpr'G manner be 
whoUjrright or ivhifQy wfjing, or a niixLuru uf righli 
and wrong, and the sinnei' i^ nut uatialied- In so far as 
themafiiier is ri^lit, bin htJixt ig ili&turbed iind Opposed ; 
nnd in as far as It ia wreng, his eonsfflfiicc tuliee sidfs 
againab it, and wliiic the anncr jg so inconaJ9£ent with 
LitQselff it 15 iu viiin to hopn to plotiee him. 

Again. Simiiaw do not like the iivet of ntinieiers 
M they ore, nor would they htj silisfied if tbcy lived 
diflirreiitTy. If the Tuiniater is deierminpd to know 
nothing amoDg liia [KHple, ?*.ve Jawta Oiirist and liim 
urueified ; if hn iniike r^igiuii his entire bifsinr>fl, and 
iiitrodueii liJEi iiie&^ige an all oecnaion^, the ftinnei-'a 
lieart in filled with indignation ^ — -saya he is a great 
bigot, full of aiipRT^tition, or a canting bypociitf ; that 
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III' i^ not sneiiLble and affable as a ministoi ought to bo^ 
l[iat he takes uo iuteredt in the cinnmon (MJiiL-etiLii &f 
men; tliat lie ib euSirely unae<|imiitbi>] with Luman 
nature; that be is aJwayw jntindin^ his rehgron upon 
I'verybudy; and Ac thijij^fl, fur liiapi>rt, tliat a minister 
wuuld do a grtat dtii,l irLore good to he a little luoi? 
lihu other people. But if, on the other bund, the 
niisiistyr a6a>ciat[!s witli ^e wotld like otiier people; ' 
tiiktiflp.n interest in UfO poffling uixajrrenciiB of the dav; 
ir be intcrpblB hiinsolf in politics ; reads secular ae\v« 
and hi>ukH; rcbitue aneudotes, and la ehrerful and 
eowpaEiODablej and at linmu ajxiong hig poepio on olL 
oteafiiuue; tlien the mnimr'e cmmtrtfce oondcmna him; 
O, Jlu fiaya, I don't soo that he ia any better than any- 
bdJj elsii j Iio ia not what a mini.^r sliould be, but 
lb as fond ef ])a]itieL>^ and as Tnuc)i intcrcatiid iu the 
biLFiiuiH!] of this "oiliJj 119 other pr^oplo are, I lite to 
Hou & laaihUir confiiio lii]Ti9i'[f lo the duties of his office. 
Now, lot Iho niiiiinti't' livi! aa ho will, whelly righi or 
wholly wcoiii;, tlie sinnor is diapleaapd. iVit ^nppoae 
lluTu bii ft mi^Lturu of uonBiafceney and incondstenoyj of 
right and wrong, in a niioietcr's life; then they aay ho 
is not nt aJ! what he should be ; that he is sometiriaea 
'cry hot, FJTid Mmetimea very cold ; that he h 6ome- 
tiriies ab religion, and sometimes no mhgion ; that 
sinuotinii^B his oouvL'i'M.tion iaalL upon religioua aiibieeta, 
ruiil Humetimca oJl upon the -world; ihey thiult tilt) 
ijLconp^stcncy caJeulatcd to do a great deal of hurt ; for 
t[icir pnrt, they like to see a uiiniater euniiitetit, and 
be alwnyFi the game. Now, it i^ evident, that whilo 
tlie ainner is ao inj'eriflFrtcnt vFith biuiaelf,he "wjI] bo 
diaplcnscd with the lires of ministers, let tlicra live iib 
they may. Aa far iia the niiniater Hvee a^ be eught, tliEj 
impeniijint he<xrt loathes liim ; and in aa far aa ho 
lives as he ou^ht nut, ilie coiim,ie/ics uoudmniia him. 
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AgJALU. Siujicra do Jiot like tJiecondoctof Chrislinii'S 
aa it in, nur vvviiA ihtiy be s^afled if it were '[ifferentr 
W^licii CliiisliajjB me u&cy muds engigal in religiou> 
bOnVfi a gi'tiat iDaii^ nicetiDp!^ Hud JUitku ^^i^t cd'orts to 
save the rijIb of meiiT tlie lieart& of aiiiLiert jue very 
much diatiubtd ; tltt-y [aW tbem enlKusiaata ao^ hypo- 
crites* iiid tliink tliey [ia^ much bettt:r atteud to theb.' 
worldly l>ufiii<:a^leuttbei]'r£iiDiLieb Khuuld cum e upon tlie 
towti' They ilij not thank them for theic liui^erLlucnce 
in viuiting from Jiouso to boufe, and Lntruding tlicir 
rt!ligi4>n Ufion nfl ^loir iieighbourg ; ond if Cliiii-tiaiia 
uj-i^ iippi]H<:d to bdle ajid {iarti«e» e^d aiL kinds of siafiil 
Bjmiseinefite, then they say they aie inoii^se aud sour, 
and miaaittliropJv ; aca oppoepd ti> all the aymjiathi':;. 
and uourteei^E of iife^ and that tlji?y -wimt to itudi:L 
BVtrybody olae a;j moroBa aud sour and LinhiLp;]y ^ 
themselves; tbiit thoy had hettoj- bo cii^agod in ajiiie- 
tliing else, thn^n in muttmng Ihi^lr ptnycKj luiiuing to 
ineetmg^ and SKhortin^ EIhiii- nyiglihimra tn repent, aa if 
nobody bad any nJigiun but tbeniatlveri, But if, on. 
the Other liaud, Ghrietiima say hut httte aboufcrehgiun, 
attend meeting hut aeldom, oscept on the Sabbath ; 
encffgc aa deeply in hiisincaana worldly niOYi, and a]i|jeflP 
to cnjny parties of plcawiro and time-killing mauBU- 
innntp; nuw, thoy nay tlieae profeeaurg of rchgioa arc all 
hvpoeritcig. Wliat dit thfy more! than uthora? They 
cai"G nutliing D-bimt the auula of their DUi^hboDC^- Tliey 
n^ithsi' wfutl nQrcsTiort thpm^TincliYe nsifthuy behfiveil 
tliew WhIS a heaven or i hell. If iltcsa arii Cliriatiang, 
I -wiinl Qo auch religion as this. So that, if CliiTatianii 
live tight or wrong, siiinera arenotpsLtiatiftil. Or, if thcro 
is a mixture of gnnd and evil in their lives, they aro no 
hettei" pl^iised, If flnrnptiiTie? Christiana are awii.l:e, mid 
at other time^ as3<?^ ; if aoinetimeH th'y do their Juty^ 
and at tther timea neglpct it, ainnerfl mv that tliuir 
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im-rmsirtcnr)' j? a great atuinbling-blnck ; that tllBj- 
ilun't like this perioiicii] religion, tlmt is me day all 
r.m], imA tlie ncit il!I mliliiesa and dcufli. I'lie trulL is. 
if tlioj-nti <iiga;;ed, tlie Binnia's Lcnrf isdiatarbad; and 
ir thej m-i- culd, Ine consciunuG givM scnteoc^ a^-ainet 
Llicni, 11 tjie;- nre neitbM cold nor hut, in jusl ag fei 
nstliryaie-warm, (lieit hcarta oppiKf ; mil in aa fit ae 
tlify flll' cool, theit cDnEcianci^ coQdcilnn r and irliu am 
please theiQ ? 

Again, fiiiiTiBiB are displmaEd if the cbiiidi esBreisa 
dificipLine, and tjrn out iiuwurtJiy iTicmbera i and Ihev 
Mc al50 diapleafed it tlnjj' (to nut doii. If a uliiicch 
eiiEfcr diaonlsrlj' and wicted persona in iheir communion, 
tlieir cftnBCEoncea are 0])po3ed to thia- Tliey Bay thoaa 
church nicinJiptK uto oil liypucriica, to sanctlcn snph 
COLldllct as tilis, Wliali have ftlltnvaliip willi aucb 
pernons! Tlio cliurcJL ran ncicr piusper wliilo tliey 
l-et^tin in tliuip <'(HTimnntoii mich hypnerites. By Layinc 
fellowahi]) -^vitli them, llLoy show that tlicy approve 
their deocla. But if, on the other hand, tlie tliLirch ti^ 
lip acid cimniniiuiiclle Iheao tiffanding nitnibeis, then 
their liow'ls UTB disturbed. I'key niaiutain tint (he 
clnjich ire persecuting bowr of ita beat tncuber^. They 
tluiik tha,t tlic proeeedingf* of the church are vciy 
unchaiiljihjo, to deal thus with pcraone "rtho, foi' fLu^lit 
they oiui see, btb na good js any pcrsiuui in tie chlirdi. 
CitTB of this kind have occtirred, where the oscom- 
ninniiuitod memhers have hecn advised by the lllljfodly 
to pra.wonln thn clmrch for skndcr, 'nie truth is, 
that wliilo aiiners conlinue tu he «o iroensi^nt with 
thomielvus, nothing upon the subject ot religion can 
please them. Whntis right oHonda their llcurls, nni 
whit is wrong offends iLeir coneciences. 

I ahall conclude this lubjett with severid remarks. 

l^t, Fl'<mi what ha* been said, yt^\i can sec why it i,s 
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tli^t uiiiiieva Gofl it impoaiiLli; to r^i in any fonii of 
erRiL, until ibeir ci:iiiMitiicQi bii4;oiiiD floixreil as with A 
hitt imn. It ia affcj^ting to Bee hit"; many poreyos tlifcra 
nrp, who are inakin;^ continrnl efloi'teti) hidotlJi^iHEelvtB 
bahind ennip rsfuKe "f lie?, Theeo ini'ora iiru fiongnniiLl 
to theii feelin^a, and they wteni to ttflifivc tliKin ; and 
in the BMilyuient &f debate, or in view of fiomu el^^iiig 
PKhibition of tbeir ?rroT, when it la exhibited, qb if it 
wflreaobor ti'iith, thej- fed as if Ihcydid bclievo it^ and 
wbile Ihe psmtement laatB Oifj seem In rest in it. Uut 
when tbo tumult uf feeling eiib^deg, and nn enliglLBniicd 
consciencB call ^in a honring, it glvoa furtb the Btmteaoe 
of condi^mniition a^^inst their favdurile hsrpsy. Con- 
aclGLico cnmcs forth, and ^v^it1?3 " fuis^haod'^ upon the 
YflTj htnul and front of it, Thia Icaila thfl hoftcfc t.i 
iiiutiny, iiml an iisli^nial stcugglc nnd wiir is created, 
froift whidi il wimld bbhiq that ibft sinnor tnn only 
Pflcupo by wdrimg liunsiflf ijiti^ ancb bh esmtcirpnt, oa 
to loau sight ti£ Scripture, and reiLsuiij £Hid iioinmon 
i!OfiBa ; aiiil thiia. in the wild nproar uf liis lumultiioua 
foclings, dirtwn tho voice of con&cieuca, and {<^- the liniG 
Mng, feel laeasnrihlj qiriet in bt^ sina. Thirs yoii 
will are UQivGisalJetB, and erroiiata of a^must cyi^f 
desorifitinn, iitiurtiog delate ; they «ein -to be "iiba])i>7 
nnb'aatliey cnii bconf^a^ed In some pvciting coiivarnBtion 
thit will ilrofii tho vDiis t^f conariefife ; hut until, by 
utter violfTicc, they lifive put conscieocH to ailunce, they 
oan nevfr rrat quietly in any fonvi of error, wh[^^ they 
bavG been rightly in9tfin:tcd. It ia in vain for them to 
especl^ to bring ati rnliglitened conscience to tnkn sidi^a 
agaimt truth, and agQinat Ood. God lias not loft 
himself witJiont awitnt^ in tho ainner'a hrcast ; STii 
liortever mncli ^ia wiirrin^ ]>a«Joira and bi"* desperate 
heajb may tnntiny agfrlnet hi^ litaven. lie may reat 
asBured that coti^cifnoo ^^ill write out, and si^ and 
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"ral liis dcftth - warrant, aud nftojf, in nnticiputifln of 
unniing rutiibution, hand liim ovot tu tho eiccntfoner 
of otciiial jiib^cc, 

A^^qiiL. You can stii, ft-oni this nuhject, wihv it ia that 
aiiiJU-iB 'ivill at one liiiii! praido, rmd nl jinother ceasure 
tliQ aanio tiiiiig. Thera ia a ainiiHr goca to hear a 
fiiinifltiy pitath who dauba *ilh uiitempeK^ mortar i 
wln.ue VLilvet li]fB ultor the linrhcjyed word* of d^c^t- 
tulinTib and Riiilui ■w]>0 piilii darlineaa for light, and 
ll^dit li>r darlmoaa; who inakea falaclioud appear lika 
tiutb, and truth likn fiilsiihood ; and wboae fluwing 
e^n|^lellcn is Me one whii has a pbasiLnt voiep, and can 
jiby iVtill ujujn iin instrument. He con&sak thesioner'a 
daii^r. He ssiya nrithing of hia guUt. He itrengthtna 
tJiu hAnda of ilio wicUod, that he ahall not tniD from hia 
wiiikud way, by pfo mining him life. O, aayt the ain- 
iiLT, whalinilni,niihi;i;pTc[M!hCTi Hisfi^elinga Ate hnlisted; 
bu ia iibiiOMt in a Jftfiturn. He goca bomp p&uriuiT forth 
tbu nufKt uiithuHiiiatic cciiiiniendationa of the aemion. 
Bnt lut bis Iboilnga enbside ; let him have time for 
rellL'u^on i and wlicn bu haa thought, he will change his 
tniior flud when spealdng the sober dictates of hie 
consilience, lie will condemn the preacliEc and bis tonnonj 
jie ualcukted to bewitch and deceive, rather than to 
fii/orm and tstvc, 

-Again, Let bill) hear aniiniatemho briags the truth 
of Hod to Lear with tlic moat impreaave pongeucy upon 
thuhnai'Hs and consciences of mcn^ and hia heart riarig id 
ri^hidMmi ; and while nndei: tlie eniitcmenl, he will pour 
out uJfLiarationa upon the minister and Itia Bcrmon, and 
ilealni'o tliat lio ^vjll n<'V(^r hear him preach judin. Ho 
ia rgady to qu[L.rrel ivitb everybody that will justify «ie 
ni'ruiun or tho proichor. But let him bava time to cool, 
lot the lawless perturbations of liin bowui c£:a4.\ lat 
ronatiencc gnin a heari]ig, and yea will End liiin Hpe;4li- 
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inc a. djffiirent language. Let the seuuc preachy havo 
an appuiitliueiit in liia ueighbouTtiofid, ainl yflit wiQ find 
]iiui iit tbe HoiiM of Ond. He will any, Aftor nLJ, I may 

as wiill eu i tbe man prc3j:h'4l the tmtSi, iind I nia.y aa 
wt!L hear it OS not. Thougli 1 'waa angrjaCblB duotriiie, 
I canLiot but i^apopt hia honescy ; 1 will ^o unMr moi'S 
and lieat what he hna to sjiy. Ntj*-, in ono of tJiUBG 
cttBOBj tliu sinner i^peaks tJie languj^e uHiis ^foi'f , aiLd in 
the otliPE t!i0 language of liw riws'ri^'Af o. 

II, Prinn tliia subject, j'OH CJin see that a miniater 
wlioae pi-eacliiug pleasffl the liearli of lunneri, cB-nnot 
commLiiiihiniBeirtHj thdtconacienueBmtliaBi^tof &ort. 
Miiny ministers eeem to aim at conciliiiting Ihe foflliiigs 
of the iiopEuittfot part of their congregpitiun. T}jpy 
senni tn cnnpjder jt an evidence of their wiaddui a.ni] 
prudence, that their prei^ching has ao niiieh faYnur with 
tlie imgudly, Ni>w, let tteae sinneca be <^nvftrt£:d, and 
thoy will lofie tlitfir ciinfticnce in gni:h a. minister. Their 
eo[iei!iniciiE, if eDlightened, hare never been Biitiafiiid 
with hJiTt. Thej have pisised hia prGa:>iing, and laved 
to heflT him, beoiuiM lie liao tummended himself to their 
hmrta, and not fiecauBB hw Iiab corameDded hiingflf to 
thpireoneciaiceB. If, tiien, they ara ever iruf^ converted, 
anti tliflif hcarta acu bronght over to tnlte sidaa with 
thetr oonecipiief, it is highly pxobahle that they frill go 
away and join wime uther uyngregation, if another ia 
within, their I'oanh; and wlierB io sncli cawa tli^y do 
not do this, tliet^ n^ reason to fear that they ftre not 
truly converted. But whom b, minister preaches to the 
conjioienos, and siQUBTH gel; angry and go &way, if ever 
they are coiive^ted tliey vrill di;&ii.-e to tome "hack again^ 
and ait under the ^ireaching thi^t uaui^ so to diaturb them 
vrhilc in their aiuE- 

JIT, \-'mm this aubject yoTi can aei:!, that where 
Cliriatiana try to gain influenoo «Kh fiinnera, by Ijiiug- 
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Lii^ down their rali^on ho aa to LOuijiltaCu their feeHnga 
wliile in thar sina, thuy will nover, by this tind of 
inSiienco^ do the biiiiior any good. For vpliile^ by thia 
course, they picoae the heart of sinners, their coiiacicnceB 
eondeniD them; and while tlioit conacienaes coudeinn 
the conrnD tliey taho, it is iuipoBtible that this courae 
alioiild do Ihcm any ^ood. 

Many persons aie attempting to gain iiiflueiiae witif 
people in higb life, by imitating them, and contonning 
thtir livea iitid liahits and equipogc, to Uicir taslfl and 
niod« of livingr In this way they sccni to Ihinli tijat 
they shall gain acediBa to thein, aTidintluoutecivoi' thein. 
But it i^ cerfciin, that the aceeaa und influence they vtiiLI 
thiia gain» wiJl neTpr do the ainner any good ; heeanee 
this whole coirnw of cnnduot by whtcb tina influencQ is 
gained, is condcuitiod by the punner'a WTibeieuee. It is 
not a r<>ii£iin]a, but a woi'hlly influence^ tlial is tlina 
gained. It in iiui. n. Aanctiiied, but a. aiufiil in£uuiice. 
ind inateod of giving tlie jienion'B diameti^r whrt IbUks 
tliis couvao, Jceiifftt^ as a Ohriatinn, it has directly the 
uppoaitc cffeiil, and deatcoyi^the uoiifiiienw nf the ainaer 
that ha 16 a Ohrislian. By tahinjr this proud and 
worldly courae to g^n influence, he may couoiliaEo the 
tiDne/s feehngB flJid commeJid liimwlf ttf hia heart, but 
ihe iiitner'a conscience repfla and coiidemnfl liini. 

IV, Gdd 50 apeaka and eonductfl, aE lo cnmmeLd 
himisclf to evei7 inau's conscience. The sinner's }ieiirt 
ia eiiliiely opposed to Ood; but God puifiues Bnoh a 
(flui^se as not to leave himself without a. wilnesB in Iha 
siniLL'r'ti Tjccasl. CousoieutH will tuaUfy for God. Now 
it ie oeitiiin that the tinner's binrt mtiut be reconoiledto 
God. Of he ia elcinsJly miseruMe ,■ hia judgmeiit and 
coaacieuoe wiLl alwajt bear witneaJ that God is riglit ; 
and iinlcEB the heart ia hroujjbt over to take aides with 
couEcieucp, it is Eelf-evldent that tlio ainiier must ha 
dEunnod, 
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y. Miniptfii-1 aod Cliri&tiaiia slioiilU Ealie tbe same 
cDTirac thiti Goil does, — sliculJ bu live ;uid speak, as £i> 
cnmnninil thcmselvea to tlie fiinjiei'n coasdenopr 

Tf wo live so 05 to liave tliy fjJnnL'i'a amsijeinie on our 
side, however mui;b }jti [Jiay liato qs ri>w» it is yoi'Liilii 
tliat Lc miiit love ua^ or he mobt Iw tbiuned. If we 
htvc done thstt which his coii6ciiiJiCB !i]?^jrovi!E, Lo must 
ha TflcXfDinJfd to as, or God will uever la mc-ondlcd ti> 
him. 

VI. You 6ey fioiii this aubjept wJiy i& in tlmt wlicrc 
peraoiih ate cuiiverted, thiiy ofton nuijilfiat tliu ^-TGaleift 
attai^lhiireiit tu those (JfuTstiaos whom tlioj- most hatnd, 
previous to theii <;onveraiun. TInse Cljrietiane that 
lead ttie xnuel holy hvea» ace moet a|>t to l)U liatud by 
lEnpeaite^tL siuuiiis; and it uften tapppiiB tlidt thb moi'c 
thfy raprowa and wam and rabuto tbtui, tbe Jiion? ain- 
neis \vLllLate them. Hut if Hhpju ninntim become truly 
iMHivutcJ, jou wjE alwaya aee that they have l[ic mo&t 
confidenco In Ibow very yfirsuns; tho rtaiiuu i&» tiiifir 
he^Ea aie ^ha.aged. liii'ir coiiaeiufioti took purJ; Vfitb 
the falthf(jl Christian bofoi'e ; and, now tliiiy ru-i! uon- 
vtiteil, hffth hcHTl iiiid Roneciencu approve his chnmctcr. 

VII. You nee fri>in tliia atiUjeub why it la that whon 
])eriuiJ5 ara ceuvei-tod, they manifest the tcnat attaeJimcLC 
for, and lea^t coflfidemne ia^ Uidgo prorneaut^ uf rohj^ian 
with whom they wotl most Jntiiuato while in their ains. 
Those pcEscms with wlmin thay w&te must pleoacd while 
in a state of iii]|nmiteiicy woro fignfLiabla io tlieni, iiot 
luiuaEJte llioy lia'l ho much piety, bat bccaiiac they hjul 
Hn little, — not b<?oa\ia! they did tlieir duty to tliem so 
faJthfuUyj but bcoauw) tlicy iitglucled it. Now when 
they are converted, they cuiiiiol httVt mueh eonfidencn 
in the piety uf tliunn pfufeieora witli whom they used to 
Jiave tlijg bind oE worldly intiinaev, Thfy cannr^ fi>r 
their lisae huLp susf4«ting that they liayc no piety. I 
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Mruiic ensca a hitshnmi or wife who was a professor of 
I'eligToii, has so lived, anil ao concealed th^nr Li^ht aa to 
pLeiue their nticoavecSed companionr If iif aiich a case 
thf^ hngband or wlfy beeoQii^s tcuTy converteiJ, rf*it 
JiMiired th^rre will hv but little Cluistian confidence 
hetwcpn the young coovert and tlisold profMSor in Ihia 
cHUfl. In some caws, huabandtt have asid afE>?r their 
cnnpemon, timl they Jiafe rery little coufidenfic in th«r 
wift'a ruligittn, Itcaiipe tho aever manifested I'eligion 
enough tu distui'h tliQin in their aiiis. 

VIU. You sea From tliie buhjeel, that temporiaing 
with flinnera ; letting dowo, eoiiceaJiii^;, or evading the 
claims of the Oogpel, can do them no uood. To attempt 
to please tbeni whilo io their aiis, is hut to ruin theni if 
we succeed. Theic heaits must be changed i and the 
only way to eff^iit thii-j in |jy taking the dcupeat hold 
upou coniieiaiuA t^iat in po^blOd Insteai] uC eip^^'t^i^ 
tu chango tlie heiirt by euiicealing the oiJtLiaive fe^Lure^ 
of the Gospel, we need only eapeet tu chancre it by 
aproadiug out before tho enuseicjuoc the claime of God in 
all tlieir length liod briiailth. The hoact is to be brought 
offer thiofigh ths tTLetrumentailty of ounacionce, and the 
more fuMy thfl claims of God aro rppreshiiited to the 
cunseienee, the mote likoly the HJLuer i^ tu he oenverted. 

To eoneeal tho truth from couBcicnce, and aitciiLpt tu 
win tliQ ginttui' over by a lovely song, is hui to lull Fieju 
with a wruii's voiee iiTitil he pliingw into etei'UELl death. 

IX. Yon aee ftum this BubjeL-t why it is that eon- 
victed dinners often manifest llie gtreatiiSt ojiposition juat 
before tbey Bnbniit to God, It is oftao tho ca«e» that 
tlie inoi'e eoiiucienco ia pn^saed, tlia more tiie sinner ia 
frt^tted^ and the mure he ivill rebel; ajidwUcn theoon- 
soienee ia thoronghly enlightened, and htie ubtiunud a 
firm fnotfugi »> m to eirert llii ntmoat power iipim ^e 
hf'art, a dfflpcratc und oirtragfeu^ conflict often ciiouca^ 
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UDd in the iBJiJncj* -tt ]il& (.'saspiTjited feelin^a, the aiii- 
ner ia arnnctinifa uJinout rijadj to bla^Uviiiti the Ood erf 
htyiiien. And it is often obsciwd tbyt siDiieiii miJi b(] 
tJic TTiogt ])igb-hfLtLded in thu uutbreiikings of their 
fximity, while coosclt^Dea ie taking its mnAb tlmongJi 
lessQHa from the truth und spirit of Qod. But whtai 
feeling brta in a in'^aaun? e^hau^ed ita lurbuleuce, the 
pQwtT of Cnitli presented hy tbc Spirit of GoJ, ciei'te 
upon the b^art siicb trememliniii |xjwer llm^ugh the 
conscience aa to make tbe tiHuibr quiiil^ throw down Ilia 
>*eapors, and iiilmiit tu Otxlr 

X. Proiii thih tubjecl yuu can nee tlio fuE^r.HuJFering 
of Gitd m sjiaring sinnens. How auijiziiij^^ it i^ tliiit hi! 
ap»i«:« ^em so long;, itotwitbstandiiig all tLeir unrcfxson- 
abTe feiilt-fiuding and robelltuu, Nottiing thnt hu di>09 

_pleaae& them, and ciutliing that ho cjui do would plojisi! 
tlieiQ. "VVJiiit wollM yuQ tliink iif yofif obililriin if thc;^ 
JilioiJd wfiiducl ifl buch a. laaiiiior tLivanl /on ; giippoae 
tliey hid nevei t^hijjtd you, ajid h;uJ iiitV(:rrtu imioli ha 
laeajit to oh^y you. When yiiic hrtvo <!oridin,'t«d lu Hictb 
a^-ssa-y aa to cummond ymjiBelf totboireoiiHtflonWH, tlitir 
li«aiia opposed yi>ii; and wlien you havo oummcndod 
yourwlf to tbar liearia, thyir coiisuiuiieea opposed yon ; 
ho tba,t u|iou Ibo whole you have iifht, jind cunnot please 
tbem : tliey are always diaplraiaod and lunrinuring at 
■wliatever you dn. liow little patipnco would tlsa 
fclndeet tartbly piirriiita Iiilvq -with their ehiEdrcn^ wbpn 
oompsred "wilh tlie lon^^-gultoriiig of tlie bleswid dod ! 

XI. You HOC ^lifit it la of no use for Gi>d to try to 
|ileiiBo youj einnor^ wbflo yon eltc in ycttr aias. Ho 
caniiut plejitfi yon if lin woiild^ ajidhe wriuld not p^ASP 
you if lie coidd, ivliitfi you remain in ain. Binnfrs often 
aeODi to iiQj^bin thnt if God was snch a being as thc^y 
■wLiuld luive hjni, they should love liim. They do not 
nrali^.n tlml if tliey fri*mcd il Qod to 3jit their hcjjtn, 



GOE ClTfNflT PT^FASl^ &rT<JT<BKfL 21 | 

thi'y would fail of apppaang their f:onsoience^. iKnner* 
your oouaciencc approvffl of the character of God a£ it 
is. If hia cbariifLcr could Ims ullered in any conceivable 
dcgrcsj it ■would iip'>n the whoLe pleaae yon no better 
tlian it does no'T while yon are ia your bios i for if jt^u 
could alter hiscli&raotcr ao as to Sfltisfy your heart, you 
would only outi'agc your consoieitce ^ and the only 
possible wFiy fjpyou to be happy ia, ta change ^ariir^, 
instead of eipecting or desiring tliat Qod fthnnld change- 
XII. Tbenecensityof a change of heart ia self-evident. 
It is H fact of univer^l tspKietice that the couacienceri 
and hearts of sinnerg ore opposed to each others and 
tbia ia true even where the light of the Oospul has never 
sbono, Tliat men, in firllo'^'ing the inolinafJon of tlislr 
licarta^ have violated tbeii' couacieiiues, ia known and 
acltnowledged by every natiuu uudoi hoavtu. Tliia 
they have jickiiowlydgcd in the inos^ public niitiiner, by 
l.be BTpiatory sairihces v^hicli thi'y liave offered!, to 
appeaao tlieic oHundcd gods, ll^^-evcr aUutd and 
foolish their ideas of God have been, yet tli«i' KiLriiiceH 
&huw that they bave violated their conscieneea ; and 
there it probably iiot a man ou earth who can lioncetly 
gay^ that in the indulgence of his tiraut lie licra nut 
violiied his couacieuec. 

An enlightenod vouwiuiiCB \yill never changEi itb 
tiibtinnjiiy wJU be louOer and louder in faviim- ol truth 
fyi ever ; tbero iJiu^C be a change or tlicro can bo nu 
iLiward pea';e ; and this cbaiign Ukust pluiirly bu l^i. tlie 
heaib, uud not in tlio ci>mieiE;ni:u. 

XIII. It iM in vaui for annera to Wiijt for God to uta 
me-ina that euii thuin better, befuri: they aro cnnverted. 

j^lost unncEjj are waiting tii hoar aome dilToreLtt kiud 
of preaching, and sonictiiniB tliey will pftfe through one 
revival after miothcr, bei^itn^ the meana, na they thinb» 
aru not aduptifll tu tbtii' caBo. Soinotinies they Ikbi- 
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jUMcJiing tliflt pleaaes X\i6v liearta^ but limn tliair cnTi- 
scieniJF^ ore not enough iinpieJMed Lo do lliein any giMHi. 
Ami then ag^fn they hcai' jji-eiching that iinproBeca tliair 
conauicncis, but their liaartE riM up ia fchcUiijii- 

Now Tfth^ could im]y hear pfiina firufttliiriir^ ihF God 
coold iiae somi- means ih-i woiifd plujie both tliuir 
cuuetiunoo and ti.eir heart, tliey tliink filisy sliuiild be 
converted. But anch nicaue tjHiinot pneiGly b-? used 
v.3iile tlichftut siodcoJi^uietwoareoppoEUil to cnohotlier. 
Sinner, there is no use in your waiting. To ii?t|>eot Qnd, 
nr anybody else, lo aiiLlary yon before yon hpj converted, 
13 Tflin ; and if you wait for fiiicL an evout ygii will xvaifc 
until you are in the JeptJia of IloU. 

XIV. Sijiiiezs ought not to desire that nioiina flhoTiid 
Tie used to pleas* tJiotr Leiirts iviiilo they ore in tliric 
Htia. If any preachiiji^ or mains make yoii feel pferiaatitly, 
if your heart is dtlightcd with it, iTist oasurcd that 
thfse mean* will do yoit flo good- Tliey will oii(j- deceivu 
you, and jtaiko t"U overlook the iiecusilty of a chiurFe 
of henrC. * 

XV. Yon cauBBo the nature of Mi toi-mffiilg. 
Sinuetg are often tlirown into great a^ny in tliis life 

by the uiteraal ptrug^lcf*, and jniiglingg rj tlieir cta- 
scieiices and tlioir hearta, Nuw kt them go into et«nity 
with their hearU unchanged. Let tlie full "hlam of 
cternjty'a light by poured upun tlieit coTiacicnpes , and 
with A heart at onniity againat God, what boLrihle 
rebclMon^-wliatinsuipiiorlably conflktinir, and qiiarielline 
witJi selt, and witli Gfld, will tin; sinnm' expcrien:*. 

"With a conBcieiLoe tfiat stornly tnTipg tlio part of God, 
and a^ heart tliat Buproniufy hutca hiin^ what a -fire of 
hell will such a eociflict kkdie up rn the sinner's breaflt ! 

Lastly, Siimeis ahnulil not follow their feelingft, but 
flbey the voi^;e of conocieDOCr In othrf images whtr^ ain- 
nera find their feolin^a opposed to thj?ir better judgmont, 
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tliLsy often ao& dawn thoir loot and rc&iet the i^uvreiit of 
tiioit fueJingSb Tiiey wiJl say. T atn not going to be 
tiU'rted aiifny, and throw up tins reina to mv feenof-s; 1 
niuatbserijise my judgment, Imnrfict like a reasonable 
being. Bnt oli; on the nubject of religion, how perftfCEly 
men ^va EhoiiiaulvtB up to their wicked hoartB ! Sinner, 
you ojght thie moment to eonio forth proinptly, and 
act hko u man, and say yog will not go another step Ia 
llie wav (o death. Why throw up the rains, and eivt 
loose to paMion ' Wliy diive with such furious haste 
to helL ? ^Vhy anfl^f yourself to Iw carritd hither and 
Ehfthor by ovory gush of feeling, jind hy every breath of 
crnuljiin, that paasc? over the Bur^e of your soTiH 
Why, sinner, if Toii do not 0?:ere3Be youL reason ; if yoa 
do not listen to the voice of conscience ; if yon do not 
gather up the rr:iw,^gird np yonr bine^ and addnBs 
yiiiiraclf to the woik of your ealvatiuji like a man ; — if 
you do lint make np your iiiiud to rei^iit the wliute tide 
of your carnaJ FecliTi^j*, and i"it yourself under the clear 
hla^^' of heavcn'fl liglit; and when coaaeience gives forth 
itfl verdict, unbw you will promptly obey, you must die 
in yonr ^9 ; and now will yoj haar in ths house of 
God, whilo your chaj-acter and dangHf Jvie before you ; 
while mercy waits to savfi, and death brandi^im hie 
weapon to destroy, while heaven caJia, and hcU groajis ; 
wjiile tJie Wjiirii strives, and Ohdstians pray, will you 
hiLvc tlip moral courage, llu; deciaiuu of diaraoter, tho 
lioncsty, and manliood, to resolve on imuediale aiib- 
nu'asion to Jesua GSjl'ltt ? 
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CaiKISTlAN AFFINITY, 

Awns ii'i. 3- — *' Civa two *iilV rogcrlirr catqil ibrj be tg<vt^.*' 

Im the Hulj Scriptui^fl ive often iiml a nEgativB 
tliiowii iiitir tlm lotui of un jLiUTiirgatiuu. Tim ibxl is 
J'U iD^lauce ul tbib kiud, au tL[kt vr'u -jto Id uEidr?r:^anil 

Lbe ]>ropEii:b '.\n affirjLiing tliarl. t>vu cnjuiut waiik tou^thur 
exutpt tJjty bo agreed. 

For two to be opreed, impiioe soidi^tbiiig rjiQre than 
to Ije a^"ieed id ikevrff m in undeiitaiidiiig ^ f<ir wy often 
we persona ■wbo a^rto id tbeoiy, but ivJio riilFer ■vaatly 
in./t¥?*n.y an'^ practics. Tliuir uiideri'taiiduigmiiay om- 
briKu llbu BLiny truthe, ^']iile tEielr liearta nmi pi'Uutice 
tkUI be vnry dittcrently aflectcd by them. S:iints ond 
BiDuoe ijfton embracn in llLCor^'tliGaHiiu tdliginuarrcfid, 
while it is plain that tliej differ widely in foiiliifg and 
practice. 

Wn havp ivBsioQ in beliovfl that iioly angels nriil dcvili 
apprelipnil am! fiinlirn™ iiildkcluaU^ tho KiTriu truth?, 
and yet how very differently aj^ they affected hy them! 

These dilTerent effects, ptoducod id different minda by 
the Baiue truths, are owing to thn differonl j^l^tu of the 
h&nt or afecfioiu of thn JiBbnint individuals. Or, in 
otlicp ^vordb, tlin difiercncn in tlio effct co^aiats en 1L7 
t *"flK"jr an vhicfi. iAepfrvjn tvchtwa tAeae tru./J,j, 
I iictt in Tfieto iif ifnat^ It is ta be observed. 



a\a% chat tho siinni tliicig^P and trutlis wJII aSoct flin 
vane mind very differently at different tiniGa, 'Diia, 
too, ie owing to the different £ta.te of the aHectioit:^ at 
thpso timi^. Or r:it]nirT ^^^^ 'H^ermi^ conaiste m the 
dlfi'rml mdimrr hi vMc/i iff.' ^nind ads cU ihesB tm£a. 
All pleasure and p^n — :ill liappinesi^ aud mieery — all 
BJn and helJnesB — ha.ve their eeat id, and belong to, the 
hearl or offectiona, AlltiiesntisfaetioiiordissalL&&iclJrjTi, 
pijn or plerifeiiio, tliat we fee] m view of (iny truth er 
thing prenDHted tu our minds, depunda o^ltif^3^y upen the 
e^s oi Qui Affectiona at the time, and ctt7igi«fs m tAeas 
ffffeclione. If it ftJl in with, and nscito* and StuApkn- 
ttrrabla afteetioiiB, we are pleaaed of course i for in thiise 
plcasuriihlo v^'&tiims ouf pleasure or happiueee cunaiatg. 
The higher, tliondurei, tlicse affections am elevated by 
tlie presenlAtion of any thing ur^ any Imth to ouf 
minds, the grnnter onr plenaurc is. J^iit if the thing or 
truth do not ftJl in with opr affbctinns, it cjinaot please 
UH; if it be iinideh-um iwv jjreseiit slitle of feeling, and 
we rcfune to change the oouniu of our feelings, wc ahnJl 
pith'ir yiew it with indiHerenei:, ouc affectiena being 
otherwise engaged, or if jt pn^gs upon 11a, wc ghafi turn 
from and reaiat it. If it be not only t^idi from tha 
sabjpct tliat now engage* oin- affi^ctionSj liut opposed to 
it, we filiall and jbj(j! (our affectiona remaining the 
stTTifl) resist ami oppose it- 

"Wc not only feel nnbtetestc^, or iltsplfased aod dia- 
guated, when a anhject different from thut which at 
piesant ensagea our aff^ctiona ia introduced and crowJied 
npcn UB ; but if anything e^eu upon rhe £fl»« En^ject 
that is far above or below oiu tone or feeling ia pre- 
sented, and if our affbctions reraain the aame, and wo 
I'cfii* to bo-eidiaLud and brongUt lo tbat point, wt wmsj 
fi^el unintereBteil, and pijcliapa Lirieved iiid offemled. If 
the anbjeol beoihibited in aliiiht that ia below our pre- 
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HCDt tniic of li?i!Lia^, wc cannot be intcrcitoJ until it 
t^mo up to tivr fpdin^ : smU if llie suljj«i in thin lionl- 
iiig, Hud to iia degfadod point of ^'iov^, ialiold up belbre 
uur mind, aiif! Kb nirng^i: tu rpiiLinljiin tlieuu higli Eiifrr- 
tiujia, ■we fofif diitpleasBti beta.ii'Je onr afErMlione nrc nol; 
ibcL but oppofod. If tbewibjactboproiii'Tituilin jiiii?Limtc 
that eltikes far above oor tono or fooling^ nnd our ntti'c- 
tiong grovel and v^/mo ia riw^ it ^loee not fall in -with 
fljid foed unr aFt^L-tiurs, Iherefare ■we i^onnot h<^ intn- 
reated ; it ia pnthnsiamn li:nis,ivc are di^lensed ivltli 
the ■^'Qontli in whicli we do ■not choni^o to pu-rticipato, 
and the farthor it is abovo our tcmperBtiire tiic iniyrc. 
Tve jiTU diagaBled. 

Thfae arc tniRlis ti> vfh{{-\\ the experience uf tfvtfty 
man will tc^ify, as thfy hold good upon eveiy aub- 
jef:t^ and under dl cireuinstances, and ara founded 
upon pii^ncipley incorpcifa-led witli tba vtry natutii of 
man. Present tt, llie :i.Tdent polilici^in bid favijurite 
siitiject in )iia ftivoiiritfi Hgbt, and ■when it has engfljied 
hia aftections, tniich it "with tbe fire of eloquence, cau^e 
it to bniTL Mid blaae he(oi-e Uir mind, snd jdu dcliglit 
hiiQ greatlj'- Bnt chaise your fitylc aud tune— let 
down your fire and faeUfig — turn tbo eubjriiit <ivw — 
p-e^j^t it in a drifr ligUt — he at once Imcn nearly all 
hi*i interpftt^ and bwcuniea onp^isy at tlie desctnt. Now 
ebango tbp object— iiilrodute deAtb and Bolcmn judg- 
ment — he is abocted and stunned; pr(B6 liim wilh 
iJietn^ ke is diagiisted iUid offcndod. 

Now, tliia foes of intorcfit in big fiivourltc Hiibjoct IB 
tb*' natunl coQSequcn'ju of tnkin^ away [rom before tho 
mind that buiumg vitw of it that poured tiro thcDu?;h 
big aflec^ons; tbift dif^fct tliat he fepla at tfjc (ihangc 
of the Bulypcl ia tbe natural eonEiiquoncB 'rT prtsunlmg 
soflittJiiii^' tb*t was at Ebe timn i^iiTiolly oppcfled to 
tUc Htatc of his feiilinfffl, UnlesR bo chooves to turn lii't 
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mind as you cliange tho eubjoct, be canuuL bict be dia- 

p Tensed, 

A refined jntieioian ia listEuing almoet m raptui-c io 
tlio akiirnl esMiilion cf ofina piiica of hatmony. Tiirow 
ill diBounIa upon bini j bo ia in paio in a moment- Iii- 
oreiiRS and jinflong the dissouaooc, and lie leaves tho 
ronm Jn di^nst. Yon are fond of mupiii, bill you are 
at pi^BJent melanclioTy — yrrn are in griiat afflintiou — ynu 
are inolbicd to lA'oep — the plaintive tuuM of an ^^olian 
barp light Hoftly upon y&ur ear, and melt aronnd your 
heart — your teare flow fnat — hut now tho din of trum- 
pets, druma, and liymhala, and the piprcing fife in mu'th- 
fiil quichstep btPS^n npi^n your car, auil di'JwnB tlin 
soft breftthinge of thu bar[i— you fcwiJ dintrcsfti'd— you 
turn away and stop your nars, 'i')ifl plaintive harp 
touclied you in & teiider point, it fell in with your fie!- 
iftffs, tbercfuTii yeu were gratified- Tho martial mnaie 
iippossdyo^ Kbito ef feeling; you wore too mulojiflholy 
to have your ailcctionB elevated and eolivenod by it ; it 
tlierdbre pessts^nl^ i^lr&'f/^d yon. 

Yonr heart ie glowing wjth ro[fgioua foebng^ — jou ate 
not only avotBO to Uie introdirction of any other fmbjeot 
at that timu^ but ftre umnlereeted with anytbmg upon 
the game Kubjcet that ia far below tho tone of your 
aBeciions. SJippoflO you hear a cold man j^^f^h or 
fray ; while he remiuiiB cold* and yon are wann with 
fpellng, ynu are not intorented, for your afibotions are 
not fed and cherished uulesa he uoiiiea up to youi tone \ 
if tbia doflH not happen you are distrtisod find perhaps 
disgn&tcd ■witli bia coldni'sa Thia ia n. tiling &/" fliTH^fl, 
Suppose, like Paul, "^you havo great bnavineaa imd 
continual sorcow in your hoart" for dying einnoi'e; lJiQ± 
^ the Spirit helpeth your iiifirmitirt, making iaterees- 
*tiena for yon^ accordirtg to the will of God, ■with groan- 
jngB that oannm he ntlercd :" in this atalc of mind yon 
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hear a ptsraon ptQ-y vthn dofs nnl nientimi Binners— joij 
lieor a miiLii^pi' prcAEili "wlin my? but littFc tn Ilium, Fini] 
lliat Jn Et JiaarlJeflH, nnmGBniiig maiuior^ you Jiry iiut 
intcrofltod — you camioi b^ fi?e]LZLg 83 yon do, but you 
are griewi'il auil iH^ceaaii. >3iippn&c you sici lukpwia'nii 
and oatnal iLiid LMicililym juur jifFectiiiitti ; ynu liisr nni; 
Esliort* or prjj.VT or prfiacli^ whn ia liigMy HpiritiiHl, and 
ferventi und H-ffectinnatt ; ►f yog cling to your wne, mid 
jour afToctioiK will not rise ; if, tlirough prejudice, or 
prido, tyr Dig eartlily imd BoiiBita] sUte of your affecldorf^ 
jou ryfua? tu Itindlo and to gntap tlte BulFJcwt, althoiijib 
jou admit oviiry word ho FB-ys, yet ynu arc not ptitucd. 
Ho is aboTG yfnir t^npciftturo ; you Firn annoycl with 
the mofluor, a,nd Dro, am! spirit, nf &\o num. 'i'liu 
bighet he tias, ir youf afFoolifiia gruvel^ llio fa]^b^>^ 
apart yuu hits, niid tbc moiu yoii lu'e displGneod. Whik 
your lioart is MrflHj, tho HOrUT.'r rt|^(( Le is, tl(B more Kb 
iinma upon you ; if yoiip hcttrt will not cnkirdle^ tbo 
mora yoti aty iJi^gustoiL 

^'uw, in both tJi«e ofi&eis, tbfty whose nffoetions stand 
at orucnr tbusatnc point witli him who ajjailis or prays, 
will Dot b'ol diaturhcdf liut^^OTf^ Tbo&c tliHtarc hike- 
warm ivill li?tfn to tlio dull mau aQll aaj, '^'Tis pretty 
wolJ/' Thoir plestsurfl will bo Bina]!, bftsauna tboir 
aiFiptiona uje low; but, upiui the wljulti* tliBy nre 
pleased. Thoas whu XvarcG no afFertioTm at thu time, will, 
of coEirM, not f&l at all. All wlio haTB much fueling, 
will lifiten witli griff end pain. Those would listen to 
■tlie ardent mqji wi^ great interest. lj;t him glow and 
\AwtA, and tliey are iu a raptiirCr But the carnal and 
cold- 1 1 carted, while they ref iiSf to liae^ are ntWiaarHy 
di^urbed ^nd ofFaidcsd with his tire. 

Frnm thoi«^ rcmstfks wc niny IciLrn, 

P^rit. why persons diffiiriug in theory upon doctrinal 
points m Teligion, and belonging to difietant itonomina- 
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tions, win often, for a trmc, walk tngeUior in great hoF- 
ijLony and oJliiCtinn. TE Je l>ecai]9e ^eyjbei ds^^jj^ and 
fi:c] alihi. "Jlu'ii i!i[r[;rL-jii;u6 are ib a great luoasiiie lo3t 
ur forgotton, whilH tUsy fait m with each other's statu 
oiffidinif ; thtiy wilt w;ilk logetJier wbilc in hju-t tlu^y 
ara agrou<L 

AgaiD. — >V"o aoo why yiULUgcoiiVBTte love buaajuiiiate 
%viih eaeh ilher, and with tli(BO oldet Buijjta who hava 
most religioiis/flt^iVj// tTiOso walk l4igetlier hecauae thetf 

Aguifld — Wh see why luk:j:w:Lnn profcasw^ and i)upe- 
nileiit anuers have nie aivme difticnlEics \^th nwo^j in 
reyi™lE of rflligiou. "Wo often liuac thoEd complain nf 
the ituviii&r of preacJiing and praying. Their ohjcc^ong 
BTQ tho ffflrw, they find tiiiilt with the saiae things, n.nd 
uso Lho aajhB argum^iita in support of their cbjoi^ions. 
The n!a:»u is, thiit at that time, their nlJeetioii^ ar-? 
nearly tiK snrnu ; itidtlieHic and tbn apiiit that dia- 
turhe thfflrftotftylitariB, For tho timi: hiibig they walk, 
together, fot mfeelvijg they arc agreed. 

Again, — ^c see wiiy ministers and Christiana visit- 
ing revivaJs, often, a.t Urat, rai^ ohjcct^ons ta the ni^ana 
ui^ed, U.nd cavil, and .seinetimia take sides with th^ 
wioked. The fact is, coming, aa tbay oft^Ti (lo» froni 
regions where there are ue ruHgiuiiB revivals at the 
time, they frequently feci repravcd and anuoycd hy the 
waiinth a.nd upirit which they witness, Tho prnyingj 
prciuibing, nnd conversation, pre above th«r presait 
tonipcratnre. Sometimes, prejudice UD suscount of lis 
being amonc^t a di^vent denomination from them, &r 
projndieo a^iuat the prcpcher cr people, or perhipa 
pride, or envy, or worldlincH, or something of the kiad, 
chains down thdr afiections, iksA, they do not entor into 
the apirtt of the work. Now, while their h&a-fs remaisi 
liiroiig, they will^ of cour?fi, cavil; and the nearer right 
viythin^is, the more apiritnal ajid holy, bo mucb the 
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more it must <iiuplcoM them, vliilc; llioir /rfec^inis 

Again- — We see wliy ministers iind priyate C^l^^s- 
tioDU dlJFer aboot pi-udettlial TiieasHrcs^ The man wliy 
sefs and fwlM llic iofinituly aolemu fJiings of eltanlly^ 
will necessarily judge Tety ^iffbctntly of what iy ^ii- 
irfarj( or im^-ndeni^ in the "se of meHn*L. from noe vhcae 
BriritTisil eye ia almoat dnjsed- The ci^n. wliose benrt is 
Lrtiakiug for peiialiiog sifiE^rSj *viU, of coui-ge. deem it 
pra^ni^ and ligbt, smd iieceraaiy, to " use gccat plain- 
nmfi nf sf-atuli," &" ^ to duaf "vi'ilL them in a Tciry e^ncst 
aud aJfectiunate lUauuer. Hf won!'! fleein -i. contrary 
ti>iiEse Uglily vitpru^nt, anil itaiigeruufl, and criniinul. 
"Wliiiu bo vrho IwU bat little for them, and sees but 
little uf tbdr daaget, will siti&fy iiimself with vvang 
■very difftjimit mKiLi&, ta udiig "LLem b i voiy (liffereut 
nianucr, ^id "wil], uf <;uiir9i-» ciLt^TlAm very dLlfcreaL 
notJona ii^ what is ^milent. Ileucti w^ ^et tljy tq-wtr 
pWiffii isft-'viiig Teiy different notions of pritdEimBy and 
Donbequently pracliajfg Yety diflErently at different 
tmiEe. lud^^ed^ a niOJi'a notLens ef wtat ia prudett, 
mi Lij means aiii iueaiiure& in ri.'VJvals of lalipuii, 
'will de|>eud, aniL, in a [^u;Lt. lEiuabiir*! ^^^ to di^pi^nd, 
on £]lu ^^te of liid own afeut^oui^ aod ^e stLtB of feci" 

- Wfl rli^ imLmEin IQ juBli^ Uf^lflilff iJml fe WlUfiB l4lLd nii*^p- 
luliiL in lliD U?ii I'f moiii \a pi-uuoU revivAlE vi mlipinii Nur ilu ^vo 
^KLUl^ IIiU fflipry iJiiiiR i& rip^, llmt in3rj,lML0 nTloi ^uq,^rvf u&uce, 
W? knijLi HiiL fitp-j lli^ii^ "li^ evtit, tnd irhitc buriMi iinlilT^ fo 
u^iLp^ia lLu, rciiff 1!^/;^ In rcvifila, ihciL STC To >in Innh^nUll, IKI urglit, 
f9 anfaUriH |B»fllfcl C, tft ly flfHTPOlal^ RtiIwd 3/\ held lIubil iirlaiD 
mill, ihaL vluic tiDf liDiri LB vnwf , norUiLii! Ltitl Mb. Lu Htik LL, iinl 
[il^BBH it nn-tt 6p UTrc-iflJio, u "rlaiiil j' fL± tLil uiLt/a^jfi vjaght 
fan IhT tubiirrJ niL^; b; HDUlJier Jiiat ira /d[i>i1 ,^ nnJ nh^E ulirnn l-i Jn 
(Lla iIilLc, Uliii £tfW f*J1»£W HJII hi flkft mnai WTnMn lu cffimi And if 
F^filifafl, retfl/Btiaf tivnn^, i»i]l9 En: IrTouj^l in vSd4 df ^ HlHl^ nt 
tiling u pvrfbfl u ^fnoen, JL uquI^ IjIll>{iJi«iii«, Dn'l be lilLEd with the 
iQLIUtlrEl uflHll- Til? onl) r€iDBi]y IB Ic iTLllnpoii hitn ^'m lEjirnt .hjhT 
•fjol^to ^ima nsm hf^w/i" niwl wLui Lulm iuiu Itia, lijiiil ihingi 
hill piSiK b.\ai, and nuL bdcia 



111]^ ■^^ilh wliiuli Jie is aiirroandcd. For wliitc would be 
jiiiiduift iiTider sume eiriiumgjnncea; vjonld be highly 
impnidcut in otb^?^. "What would be jirudent in one 
mini* might ho hig}i!y iinprnd'.'n-t in another- "What 
would be prndont for a man in a cert^n sUXv of 
1i:r fl-flcctioiiH, and under certain cii^nuistELjff^g, would 
bn Lbo beight of imprudence in tha utms perttot^ in a 
diffoteiit state of fccring, and niiiiEer other circumslances- 
It ss, in moqt ea-ie?; eidremely difficult to fovm, and 
utttri very wrong publicly te espre?s, in opiuiuu eon- 
deraning a inenanre as impritdenl, (whiuli ie tiot cini- 
demncd by the "wrord of God,) without being in a 
ei^imtiun to enter into the fesliiigs and circuraBtanceR of 
tJie individuid anrE people at tlie time the meaenre was 
Lulopteil. If Clnistiany fl,ud minfaters would keep these 
thinga in mind, agrea.! loaaj unc^ariSahls and csnai?rioiis 
apoeehrat would be nvoided, nad uiucli lOjury to the 
eaii96 of (ruth Eind tightwiifiDCsg would be prevented. 

Agiin. — Wc aofl why liikn^varni Christiana and sjn- 
iipra are not disturbed by dull preaching or praying- It 
dopi* nnt talre liflJd on their feeiin^i at all, and [jhereforo 
does not diatreaa oor oflend (hem. nenir'U wo sob that 
if, in a revival of teli^ion, whou eold and withed hearta 
nre disturbed wilJi pl^ aad pungent dealing, a dull 
minister is called \ipon, and preaehts to the psople, iha 
wicked and cold-hearted ^vil! praise hi& preMhiB;^- TLLs 
shows y^^j, in seasons of revival, we often bear Hinners 
andlulsewarm Chriatiins wish that tlieir niiniBtet would 
preach aa hanged to do, iliat ht would be liimsolf again. 
The r^i&on of tbi^ is pbiin; he did not use to trzuzifitliPLu, 
but dow his fire, and apif it, and pnn]^ney) isnnuy them, 
and liistnrb their eamal shnnbi:rs- 

A^ain, — We may here le»rii bow to estimatn (lio 
opiniona of ui!fii6tein and Christbnsj and 'nir ixr/n 
upinimtat whou our aiTections are iu a Li^d flIaLeF liow 
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does such a man u|>]rtuve of wfiat waa eoid or duno? 
whatislije opjjiLi^u aa ii> inuaiig ujid nieosuriffl ? &c., nrii 
4]iie£iiijus ofteu ^ke<l and anQWfnKl^ uud tht; answer 

deptinded upuQ as ]iig]i juitlinrlty, witliuiit any rugBJil 
to the fltalfi o£ tLat jdjui'b anentiuna at tlic time. Now, 
in moat cjsea, we do uUurlj wron^ t-o place mucb con- 
fideuce iii. uur own opiuioiia, ur in tbe opiuiouBof othera, 
oa tu prudcu^ mtraBurea, opIbsr wc havo evidchco oF 
Um I'i^lit ^Cate uf ifuror tliQii nfFocliotiu ; fur it ia a.lniijst 
CBitain that, bhuuld our tiflcoliiilliJ illtefj vt sliould view 
tliinga in a different light, friiil ormawinently dtxage onr 
opinicm, Chrialjans would, du v^ell to rennnnber and 
adopt tlie resolution uf Prewdeiit Eiwards, *Hhat lie 
would aJwaj^ act jib lio etiw to \rf ino5t proper whan Lo 
hiul the i;le[irisL viowfi uf the Ihinga nC religion." 

Again. — We loani wJiy chiireliHe \.\rc yjiniotimra con- 
vulacd by rovivftls of religion. In nm.'^t churches there 
aro, probjLbly, muro er IcHa hypocrites, who» ■when rc- 
viralH aiQ in a nieaBiiro stripped of unimal fuuliiig, end 
bGcinne liiglily sjiinlusLl, ere disturhird by the iirc and 
bjiirit of then], djuI inwflrdly^ and Humiitimca openly^ 
oppose thorn, PtJt when a pnrl only of the ml Ohria- 
tiqnsmachnreh ai^jdio from their alumbcia:in[l become 
Yory epiritiial and hoavLSnl;?, end the rest remain camal 
and earthly in Uicic rJ.LroctioDe, the irhuroh ia iu diinger 
ot bfiing torn m sunder. For iia those who are awako 
bncoinfl moro angaged, more spiritnal and active, tho 
olhern, il' they ^il niji Ofwrie, -wilf bo jcniona njid of- 
fended, aiid feeling rehnfced hj the cngftcedncss ot' 
otho[fl» will cavil» nnd find thfimgnlirc'i the more die- 
plnoEod, OS thiwn tJiat are iiiura EpiritucJ rise farther 
tfiuvo theni, Tbe nearer- to a right atjitc of feeling tho 
ongftgod ones atiive, tlie ftirthcr apiurt they arc ; and rm 
they itscettd on the acoAc nf holy Reeling, if othgn leiil 
not aeeeitd ttirk theai, the almoat ceitnin coniiq^iieDfe 
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will he that thew will descend^ irmLI they roally havo 
uo ciJtflmiMiV^ of feeling, and can no longer walk to- 
gether, because tliey are not agreed. This atatu ef feel- 
ing in a liiurch caJla for grcnt sc&rcliinge of hesirt in all 
its menibera, anri altbougli gmally to he dniaded [ind 
i?cfply to be himiniitd, mhon it eiislf, ii eaily accounted 
foi' iipon tijesc plwii principled of oor natum, and ia 
^wliat somedmeu will hap]riin, in spile of tho wgaiiity of 
men or angeia to pi-ovcnt it, 

AgaiLi.^W'e spo why miniatej^ are somotinies iin- 
wttUd by levivaJs. It will ounietiious happen, without 
Lilly iuiprudtiuce on the piirt iif ths nbiniglor, that Tnany 
of Ilia diiicch and eoiigregation will not ontet into tliu 
spirit of a levival. If biu own affeetioiiB got enkindled, 
and he f«lH veiy niiieh for hia floak and for the hoiiunr 
of his Master, ho will TnoBC asiuiedly preaa thcrn with 
truth, ajid annoy thom by hia ajurit, and pungpney, mid 
fire, uiitii he ofienda thoin. If they feci wrowi?, the 
more putveifuUy and irruFugtibly be foreoH trutli upon 
tbeni, eo uinch ^d inoro^ ef coutw, uiiloiB t?i&iT fedmga 
^Itsr, ho will ofiend them, and in the ondj perhaps, find 
il eipedient to leave them. AH thia may happen, and 
be a£ right anj necG^ary iu a miniPiliT ai it wib for 
Paul to leave pLacoa and pcnple, n^hm ^tsn mre ktr- 
dened, and amtraiM'-U'.d, 'tvd Lliispiiemed^ <md apalce artl 

AnrtEliiiv -nan may occui, when: the church and people 
may iiwake while the shepherd, sipepg and ■vnll not 

awnJio- Thia will inevitably uTinnate their aSectionB 
from him, and destroy llvcir confidence in him. In 
athor of thupn eamja, they may find tliemaclvrs nrubble 
to walk Eoflolhei, because they a^e not agreflJ^. tn the 
foriuer cjuie, let tho minister obey tbe cocamaud of 
Chriut, aiid '^ rAake off ths dnat of hia feet, for a tcBli- 
uiouy^^ainst chem." In the latter, lot thi^ chuiLh shake 
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ufT their alccpy ininifltiiri tliey are .lietter witlinut liim 
tliin with liiiii. ** Wuti to tlip pliepberia thnt do fiind 
tlfiinsch'tq ? SSiuiUilI doI, tlie j^liophfrda foi;d tlie Hinjks ? 
Yn fciiA uot the fluclt. Thf:c(^i>ci;, O yn sJjcpbnviia f 
hoar ths worii of the LwiL Thm saith tin- Lont <fod, 
Btlwld I am agaio^c the sliepbeciISj ainl I will roquitfl 
tnj flock At tlieii' lfri.nO, iuiil oiiiae tbeiii lo cnaeo fruni 
feediDg thfi fliick, neither shall the tiheplicnis fiied Eliem- 
selvca :iiiy niora ; for I will delimr my iTiiuk from Ihoir 
■QjtoulJi, tliat ttiey may iu>t be mcflt fnr tlnTii." E^k. 
sixiv. 2, 3. 9, 10, Pccaicfciit GilwaciJe fsya — 

"Thijugh niLDiBtcrs ]>r(riuh Diiver bu ^yd ibctnno, 
and be never su |>ajnfal and laborioiis in their work, yet 
if ihoy shifm to their pm]tlQ Itat thoy ara not well- 
afftfcteJ Ui tbis work^ Ifut arc donbtfiJ aud dUSpicnuuB 
of it, thty viUi bfi v'iry likiAy to do tlioir people n grcut 
dojd more hnrt ttisiii good. Fit tlio \i:ry fiime tif snoh 
a gTE'Ai imd oxttftordinary work of God, if their people 
"were Hufivred to hulievs it to bo hin work, nnd tlm 
«^aLLipl«; of other tcwne, togi^ci' wj(h •Abut pwadiing 
tlwy might liE-ir aiicosiojuilly^ would Eiu likuly to hrLvc 
a Liiin:h j,T|iatiir mfluunce iipoii tho uiinda af their pauplf? 
lu awakan mid animftto tkem in rolig^on, than jill otlier 
Jahourg ivitk tliom. BosiduB, their ininrabct'a opinion 
wilf flot only Ifeget in tKem a Buspidon uf tlic work 
they lieaj of iiliriiELd, w1iw?eby the mighty lumd of God 
thit a.ppears in it, loagfi its itiQuencc apim their mind:; ; 
fcut it wilJ also tend to oreiitu a liu^pioion of everything 
uf the lite natoro that ehiJl iippeaj- imiong them3elv«j 
ad bein^ somothiiig uf the same diaEernp^tliatiB become 
80 epidemical in tbi' land. And Vfhit h Ihia, in effect, 
but to crattn a Hispicion of all vital religion, and tfl ptit 
the peopb upon talking agjiinat and diacomraging it, 
ivberever it appoars, and knockiifg it on the he»d Hfi 
fast PS it riecB. Wcy who aro ministeiB, by luokin;^ on 
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tliia work froin ymt to yoar witli a diepleased counTfl- 

iiiMcc, shall efltctnnlly la-wp tlfe aheop &om their pas- 
tore, instead of dohi^ lliH part of ahepliards by feeding 
them ; DJid our peopiti litiJ a gifat deal better be \viihr 
out any settled minister at all, at blicIi i day as tliis. 

*' "We who Eii'e in thia awaed office Uad need to take 
hei:d what wi! do, iiiid how we belm^'e onraelves at thiq 
tjme^ a leas tliiii^^ in (\,7tmmier will hinder the Tuork of 
iim\ fitMiijmthera. If we itro very eilent, i>r ^iy but little 
ftbuiit thp worli in nur public pmyera and preaching, or 
ftraiin Ciircfidly to avoid apeakirig of it in out touvtrea- 
tion, it mil he ifiturprotcd by uui' people, tli[^ we wlio 
are their gnidea, to wlioin thiiy are to liave their eye for 
spiritnal instiuotion, are Biiapicioiis of ifci and this will 
tend to TMHC the aame siiapiuions in theifi ; J>iid &o iJie 
tyremHiitJoned eon^ipiencefl will follow. And if wc 
reallv binder Mid afjuid in the way of the work of Gud, 
whose bonnes jibovft all othcia it is to proraute it, Jiow 
Crtn wc crpcet to pnrlaki: of tlio glorinua benefits of tt ? 
And, by kee^ping; othem from tlia bsnofit. wu shall keep 
them out of heaven ; tTn'cofom tiione a.wM wotds of 
Christ to the Jewish reiicherH, should be conflidereii by 
ua, Matt. Esiii. 13 ; * Woo unto yoiii for ye sliut ujj 
the kingdom of heBTOii ; for ye neither go in younwlvee, 
neithor auffi?r yp them that are enheiing to go in/ If 
v-e keep the sheep from theif pasture, Low sliall y/e 
anawer it to the g^eat Shephei'd, who hiia boiigLt tha 
flock wifli his ptedons blood, flfld bus coiniiiitted the 
cja-e of them tons? I wculd humhly desire of evtry 
mini&tef tJiat hja ihas long remniiLod dUaffoeted to this 
work, and has bad eonteinptihla thoughts of it, to cou- 
fiider whither he baa not hitherto been like Miohal, 
without any child, or at leoat ill a gr^nt meaajire boiren 
and imsncces&ful in hra work : ! pray God it may not 
be a. perpetual barrenness, aa hers wae." 
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Aga,iii, — Wo Tiiay sec thut oamd profeseoib [ldJ tni- 
DBTfi hnvn no difficiiity with ftnimai fidinff. It ie not 
uDeoiniiion in rovivoJs <>f rplirfon to lieur a (jc eat deiil of 
u^it^itioT lua^e tn wliat thtj- twin ainmal /seliag. 
Tlm4 much of this Umd of feflliug is Bomctimoe OHcitixl 
in rovi^^&ls uf religion ia not dciiieil, por is it ettaugu : 
nay, it is iiiijjueaible ttot rcaJ religious affei-tions filioulcl 
be exJiiteJ tu juiy cnnaiiictftble de^roH, tvithuiit oxcitinc 
tliii aniintil iymjiatJiift? and sen&ibiJitiffl ; and to wotidor 
at tliia, or to tthjcflt to a re^ivaJ un tMs accoiiut^ is p"f- 
pably otfflifrii, Utit in mofit coata ft is nut tlio aniittal 
feeling thnt «,ti gl^e oflcnce, fi>r so fw as ^Mc fiMlings 
are conceiiieJ, Ihero ig a perlect coiiiiimuity of feoliug 
liBl^veon anintg awd annss, and carnal luiil ppiritUflt 
Chriatirma, Siuiiers have ia lUucL aniiiufl f^Unn iia 
aainta; cold lUTpfoaBors h^ve ua mucTi of tho aniiuai aa 
warm smd apintiial Chrisliana. Ho for, tbw], nn animal 
fficling goes, they csiii d] fcympatliise. Mid indetd wq 
ofn^iL W!-; tliflt thoy do. Adopt a Bfmin of exhorlalioii 
or jirtfliihing tint ia calculated to cLwaltcn nioto eyui- 
pathy ond Anima] feelinti, aiid ynu will aoon aee that 
there in a peifett commubitj of fKciiiig ikhiikng oo3J and 
wnrm-htiixlcd ChiUt]an6 and ainnoiti ; they wiQ aU 
wM'p and seem lo nielT, and no one will be ofiended, 
and, I may add, no one will be convicted or convortod. 
But chongo your styi^ and Ltiiiirna more spiritual and 
holy in yoor wff^Jer, and tLroiv yonreolf out in an ardtmt 
nnd poworfiil manner, ill direct appouL to tho torscience 
and the heart ^their taare wil] aooTi bo dried, the cirnnT 
and cdd-he&iLed wiU heouniy uneaay, and soon *iTid 
themjsulvfs offended. 60 far ;^ aiiinird feeding gotis 
they walk together^ fur in tAir thoy an> ngreed ; but a;* 
Roon aa feeling hecomes Hpifitnal and hidy, tliey can ^ 
together no £uth*r ; foe htjro thoj' ait not. (ani3 ivhilc 
sinners remain JLnpenitent, and mid hearts remain cold,) 
they caftHiii be agreed. 



Again. — We may eee '^liy impi^nitciil eiunoi'^ eaa*i6t 
like ^nn rspij>nh vf rdv^. It in booD«ao Gnd in in 
tlieni, Thej kaiG God^ nnd tliig fa the ryaaoii why God 
commands lliein tu makf t|i thom-icilvfd a naw heart. 
This is tliH rra?un, and tlie r>tify ri'^sm, why sinners 
iteed a new hvart. Now, pbilo tln?y an- under the 
inflnenca of "a carnal mind^ which is enmity acaJnst 
OoJ," they do, and mu&t, s^-^'Jenllff, bate evraylhjng 
like Godj proBBiily in piuportion aa tlii'y see it to bear 
bis imagEf. Ilonco wa hqo, that the niore fi leidsai 13 
Eirij>j)(id uf n/nvmol fedmg and ff eE^yfJiirig wTOti^^ the 
mo'B it will *iai¥BfQriJ_p ofTcud wrong EiefirEa. The more 
tif Guil, and the loag of hiin>un imperfection tbei^ fa to 
be gccn in thrin, the more tliey will and mnat OTcite tTia 
enmity of carnal liaftrla- 

Again^— Wo laam bow to estimate appnr^xt rseiroh 
wheiii there ia no opjioaitjon from thft wicked. If puraona 
nndfir the dominion of (i CiUTial mind do not oppose, it 
fnjisi ba owing tn oiia of ^lu^e three cauac-i. Igt, Eithc-c 
thoy are eo convicted that they dare Tmlfpen/^ oppoM; 
(and even then lliey are opposed in hcai't,) or, 2dly,t3ieie 
Is nothing of the Holy Hpbit in them ; or 3dly, which 
often hfl,p]iena, from an injndi'^ions applica^oo of means 
to tl to syitipathiee of the ni altitude, tlic operations H^f the 
Hi>ly SpiiitiifO kept out of the ainncr'gviQw and cohered 
Lip ill the mbbiah of animal f^livff. Anything that 
keep^ out of the ainnor'a view the work of the Holj' 
Spirit tends to piivcDt oppoffl^on. And everything 
that cxpo&cs to tlic sinner'^ Tiew tbe hajid of God, will 
certainly oxoite tlie opposition of bis nnregenerato heart. 
That s:rdfein£^i, iherefore, whfcb doea not call out iixs 
oppcaitJon of tJie wicked and wronp-beiirted» is cither 
not a rovivfll of rdiffifm at all, or it is *> conducted tliat 
aTijncra do not see the fin^^ of God in ltd 

Hence we ks that the more pure and bolj' tlie meattt 
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fljTi Ihjit are used to ptomotc :t revival of religion, the 
moretlifiy are stripped of UnniEUi infirmity an(l^nipalhy, 
nnil lliti more lite Ood they are, so much the more, of 
«^cemtyyV''iW tln:y eacit^ the oppoaitioD of a/Z v:ro*i^ 

/isa*-Ss. F^r -while n man's liUittt 16 rcrim^ upon any 
Gubjeot, iti&Btflf-evl-Iefit tlia-t lie cannut h^rtUj/ appr/yBs 
nf vrliat is right iipun ill [it subject, for thi? moiilrf involve 
& conlTiLdictioii, It would be the aainG aa to aiy, that he 
could feci Ijotli r^^ bad ^erong upon, the mwk aiibject 
at tliQ f rm^ ^Tn^ 

HflriM it oppKLTB, tliat oHisr tliingi Imtg e^md, these 
moanti, anil that iireaiiliing. both !i9 to mtiiler and 
mjintm-^ p-liich call fortli inoat flf the natiTu emnitj of 
tha hflftft, liud tlia,t art most dirscUif ooer f^ainH teron^ 
hoarte, aiB iicdroRt liglit.* 

Henoh! we sec tin; tjllj of ihoK who are lalxnirinE^ to 
^ZiM*3 persons whog& Bflcctioaa are in a wrong state upon 
n>ligioiis Biibjcela. They c<iH7iOt be plea^fd with any- 
thing f-^*^ ^™^ holy -white theii htiiitta iin: ljl ihia n^TOng 
Sate, for this wo Jljivc juat seiai would involvo a eon- 
tribdicEion. 
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" TiTi. ilridl ba iIiUUEIlL iful i*P ailu<it»lw hH' reGoinriwiid picm'li mi;, 
or UEinj alhcf QKlilit, m'Ii fi^sipri Itf i7ilip effhic^ Nra flint *o Bu^npaK 
[liiiL llic 6il»|iifl cmnDb be prsEhed, ,»nd llnl Itnians <^l»t hr uacJ In 
iviDrip Bpnil, rmd Ln » uii^inQF That is htghly chju:l»]ii3l]lr, Eind Diny 
juBlIf CITE iilTOlKf. All Bncb LhiDg?uV lo Ire cudJhuu&I, Due bIiIL 
wfl (lolnaiitiliHi; in^p' iLId^b urn ij^riiMiff 10 uteAd^ IkuU, iih3 ihils 
^PfH-fr twmJJln ftTlAoft, IJ'CJ' lanirat^ pIcBEcd bul hilIi Uinl jlilcih ia 
ualil'ky liljf lliBrDLElrct Til? irrdmljudtiig □t^jr ippiaoe^ ihc HHiKinnH 
ID?}' Bppiovc, bii L Ihe heart ^1L i]i>L, awl LcniHniril VfiAj^, 4Vi^Jr^U' 
jLppr,>MrHirilL^l wbkh la lioly. If> tfceTiMm-CH a puncr-wliD iHiinieL' ll* 
dorniujcm of a " euiiil mini," wliicli "Ib minii^ ibhIiibI Omlj" jb 
pluaaod *i[b pltll^^llr¥l Umiifil br ciihri bwjnM ETip chniactaL rf Ood 
liaoLBullirLillvci^liilnlcHj, « Uie ■iimti' ia pieTcnlf il fiom aMirCliOilfliag 
II in if^li^ol^bLbj'inaUeiilJan, (LT bybdn^ao 4.^1^ U^aith iho ef^ie 
a,iil mnn^ur u In nvrrluob llio wRmmrenae of iho imSMt-. If^ 'linn- 
iuie, L^c ttOtfrft^ tif ^raocliii^ kSF^U, and did idaiiO ll p^O^f J, I.Liu» 
la HtiniDtl<l'igd«f«Li^i[L llte I^OlUJtf r; ^lb« bwuiE oE i]U'h«Ui«>, ir 
Imtj ijricrinrii or aottifilhlUg oJm, pu^'JHiii ibc liuiKi Irmii loniig 'iTiJt 
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Thiax"lio\vy ^vhy aomnch wrong fcding Eg often stirred 
ujj in rGsivftla of reh^jin. 

It ia the naturaJ effi-'ct nf pnrp revivals to atir qp 
irnm^ f&ding bi irroitg h^ijrts. Beyivab of reH^iou ou 
earth, atir np -wrong fpding in hell ; they -H'ill difiturli 
thu siJiib ttpirit, and atir np the same feelinee, whenever 
they eome iiL contact -^illi rehellfona hcartA, whether in 
the church or out of it. Wherever the Holy Spirit 
eoniea, or is aeen to opercitc, the oppoaite spirit Is 
diaturbciT of (^wrse. A grea.t degree of rigkl aud holy 
foeling iiniong saints ivill natuaUy stir np a. gfeal degrea 
of unholy and «icked feeling in all those hearta that are 
drtcrminately -wrong. The mote right and holy feeTing 
tliere ia. the more wrong and tinholy feehng tlieie wlU 
lio, of conrse, nnl<s9 siiiueta and carnal profeeaora how 
and submit- They canntt -wait togecher, heeuime tliey 
are uot agreed; and the more holy and hta.vtnly ihn 
saints become in their fiffpctionsaiidcuailuct, the fjirther 
apart they will bp, mitil the light of et^i'iiity will bet 
them in feeling and aflbclions aa far aaundcr as heaven 
and hell. 

This Bho-«« that the diffcrenee heti%een hcjiven and 
hell aa it i^'garda moral chai-atter, and linppin>:na nnd 
niiwiy, eonaiats in tlie different slate of the hearte or 
ftffpcrtiona of their re^pectiTc inbabitante. 

This demonstralcB beyond all wntradittion lliat sin- 
ners cannnrt be saved unless they are horn agdn, Tjl 
other -TTords, it ia plainly imptaHible in iho natui-o of 
tliingBi that ainneia »phculd walk and |io liapi)y with 
gftiuts and holy an^la witliout an ciiUn; cliODgu in their 
ft-ffectiorift. Sinoera ca-nnut -^vjilk -^vith the aabits hta-e. 
As aoon as the saints cfwso to wnJh " af(er the cournn of 
this -world," Himcrg tlijnli it strange tliat tlioy run not 
-yjith ih^ya to the '>dijie esccss of riot, '' apoakiiig evil of 
them/ Afi boob aa CjjiiftUhne awftku and heomie 




apiTit.nril ond active, holy, and ln^QTiitily, nnd hrealt nfF 
from tlicir vaJn flpd Mrickcjl n^AociiitioTi^ with tli^ wnr|<l^ 
BTuncrq ftri; unifflTmly diatriwaod nnd rpfl'fndcd, Tlipy 
try to iTDaginti tlint il ia aiuiietliiDg wrcf^ in Ihe aaioita^ 
^od in revival?, tliSnt ofleods th?iD, But the trath ia* it 
ia theliltlc that ia rtyif in the mihI'j nnd that Iti wliich 
llicro 'is the sotst cf Uod ih iwsiT^, that offends Ihcm 
mwi. Anfl wra^ the sftitils a% hdy na Angola are, or as 
holy aa ffc^ vpni tiC in hfovcii, ainneiarflWflof eouraelte £0 
■unci] t5it faxllier fi'Oin liHving any commaiiity of feeling 
ivjth tliem ; and aa eainta rise in holiness, and aiauuira 
sink in aixi* they wiU^o farther and fwthcr apart for ever 
and tvtr. 

I remarlt, l^lVj that tbia ahoiva why the live6 ajid 
pif^icbiiig of the prupheta of Cbriat, and his apcstles^ 
Biid Cif! reTivals of iho early ajr^ of the chiircb, met 
v^itli 64 miLch uiure viulsnl opp^skitin fnim tamal prir- 
ftiffiCK of riiligiooj and frum ungodly siiinerg, thaa is 
tilS:red to preaabera and revivaJs in tSiffsa diya^ 

It ie not t* he denkd that th& Baints in tliUHs dava 
*'had tnala of ccuel mocLiii^ and BcuiirgiDg, yoa, of 
houdfi s^nd impiaonnieiii ; they wero Etouod^ tliey wcrn 
aawa afiJindyt, •f*;!^ tempted, "v^Tro skin vjitli tJiR s^wocd ; 
they liViiiidej'ed aboat in sheep-skins and goal-shins; 
Tjeiop; destitute, afflictod, loimeuted; (uf vhom the 
worid was not worlJiy ;) they wandeied in deaerta, in 
lUOQjkUinij, and bi dens and caveb of the earth," 

It le not and uannut hs denied that tho preaching of 
thf pTdpheto, of dirietand bis QpiiB^ra^ and nf pnmilivo 
minist^fra, was opposed witk ^nml hiiUfm>sis by lUEUiy 
proteased sEiinls, and by iJiuliitudw ut ungodly binnifra, 
uiurs than that (jT uny preacher of the present day. 
Niir is it Lo be iviicealed that profoeinrs of ri^i^icn "wiim 
often Isadora In. thirt oppo^it]i>n — that thoy atirmd up 
llie BoEnauH lo tracify Jceur^ and aftorwardEi to pcreecnco 
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and ilcslroy hie yainta, and crudfy hi? a.postks. That 
livon the rehgioiia tcadiars, and learned dodora of tli« 
law, 0iidea.VQurcd to pirjudico the mnltitudu again^ thw 
SavioiiT', and to prtvont their ligteninf* to his diei;omQ»s ^ 
^' lie bath a dt-vi! wid ia mad," s^d they» ^ vAty hear 
ye him 'i" They led the ivE,y in opposing the apoaOee 
in tlio rs«Mah in which th^y were encaged. We must 
Eidmit, loD, t[iat thoM revivals made &■ grcal dual of 
noi^ ui the warld, juaomuch, that iho apu6tlea v,v).v 
aocuaed of " turning the woi'ld npaido down," and that 
dnncra wore often greatly hordp/fd by tlio pLeaclimg of 
Christ and his apnatles ; " were illled witb peat wrjtli,'' 
ajid opprsed with aueh hittemeaa, that OLri&t told hh 
apoatSeatci ** let theifl alone/' In some plat^^a where the 
apoatjfs prfiHcberl, "divers were" s.> "baldened^' thnt 
they *^ cofitrttdieled and bloijrh&md. and 6|iaka evil of 
tAii icfly," inaonnich that tlie apostlei, Vn-ere forced tn 
lea.ve and go to otiier plaous, and iionietiniijs to teavo 
under veiy huTuihating circnuiBlancea, bnt juec escaping 
with thcii' livea, No^ Iheae are facti that -we need nut 
hlnah to iiieet* at they are ea^ly accoiinLed for upon tho 
principle cunt:uD9d in tba lest, and JilLuBlrated in thia 
diacDur&e. All these thin^ afford nu fl^idn^ce tliat the 
prophet?, and CLrisl and his apoatles, were iti^vud^it 
nnd nnhoLy men ; that their preaching wae too ovei^ 
bearing and severe, or that there was tiomething virmt^ 
in the manaj^ament of revivals ia lAirsc daya. 'llii! faiit 
ia^ that the prophets were bo much in-irc hnW in tJiuir 
lives, and 60 uiucli holder, nnd more ^litlifnL in delivering 
thwir uj4^uageB, thai, Cbiist waa uti inneb more soarcliiugj 
and plain, and pungi;nt, and peiBOiial ioi his preaching, 
and so entirely '^aepaiate Lromeimifirt^' inliiElife; tliu 
apo^les were so pungent and pT[un in their denlirig with 
sinner^ and profeiitieil Ejaiutsi, aisd eo &ul f-donying and 
holy hi their lives, tbai. carnaF pio&jhuore and nn"ud]y" 
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ninnerftcuTild iiut walh v^h if/^jiii- Tho mcEiHB tliflt woro 
then iiEeil l*i prumitto ruviviild vjot'i iiiocQ holy and fnie 
fr<im allay tlimi they now atv. TliiTii woa Iwtt of mere 
sympfltliy, and of that liyputritical Fsuavity of jniuincr, 
flii^ of tho^c ninbclli3]iDii:nta of Icmgnflgi: ihnt are calca- 
liilpd ?Lnd iisflij^^yi? tu liourt the appkiise of tLo ungodly^ 
** itenoimcin^ tha Lidden tilings of diahoneflly, not wiTk- 
ing ill cmftineaa, nor hiLndliiig Uie word vf Gud decjat- 
fully^" tKey preached " not with the cnticm^ worila of 
inan's i^iiidrtin," but "'■ with great jiliiiimesa of apcEiih/' 
*o tliat the iingndly, in the cKorch nnd out of it^ were 
£!Ted -with wm^ 

Stephen waa ao holy lunlatnrohingiri hia addrbs^ that 
the eld^t of isriid ^^gnnahpd upon him with tlicir 
tcetlj-" J3ut Ihia is tio evidcnen tha.t he van itujn^iideiii. 
The fact that the rt'Uvala of tlic prcsint ri*y are iimch 
more sifePt find g^:^iial iiithsir progrpaslhftn they wore 
fin the driy nf Pentecost, and aX many other timea and 
places, and creii^e mneli leita ncAsti rxad oppuaitiun among 
cold profeseora nnd ungodly abncw, doca not propc that 
the theory of reTi^iJa i? better undcritoo^ now thn.n it 
w.ia tlieii^ nor thil thoie minl^tera and Chtistiaag who 
are engaged in these revivala aro more jnn«ien( thiin tlje 
apo&tles and pvimitiye Chriatiatia^ and tci su^fipD^e this, 
Would evincQ ginra-t apiiitual pri<Ie in as. jVtir are "we 
to say that the hiinkan heart w changed, op that tlia 
cliafjcter of Ood la bfmme fpH? oHensiTe *'lo the ciitnal 
mind." Nu 1 Wie fact is, the prophets and Christ and 
Lib apostles SJitl the primitive aaintij were nuire lioly^ 
iOQje bold aad active, more plain and pungent in their 
preaclmiri"^ leaa coriflwnicd to tliia crawy worTd ; in one 
word, thoy were mom ji-jWflii! and more Ilka heaven 
iliaiiwe aiij - the^e are the reaSQoa why they ^ererooro 
liattid than w.- are, "H'hy their preaehing; and praying 
gave io mudi ijiuce ufftucu limn ours. RevivaU, in their 
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day^ were more Ihic firim carnal policy, ind tliiit 
nianiigi^ment that tvaih tu keep out uf the ujio^r'a view 
the uaked hand uf Gi>d ; thtbe ure lliu ifaEoni^ '^^'hy they 
mada ao luadi mote jwtito tliao the rcvivalE tiiat wi> 
witiiers lu tlieai: dayc^ and Btiired np so much of earth 
and hell to oppc&e them, tliit Ihey convulead and turned 
the world upaide down. It was trtiJicit Vd*K, thai ''men 
cmld imS aeiTe God and MsmiUfD." It wja se/iii to La 
tmv^ Uittt *' if any man will liyo godly in fJhiiat Jaaiis, 
he shall suiTer pei)-«cutinD." It waa ■uud^^tonii tfi&i, 
that if *■ miiiifiterj pleased uteity thiiy woro not tho 
reivanta of Ghriat." The church &nii ii-^vtd coUld not 
a:j[/t togsiher, for -ih^n lliey were not a^ed. Let ua 
not he puifed up, and iiuagiuo that we btu pru<imt and 
itac, and ha\a learned how lo m^Eiage catiiiil pri/fnssora 
and aiuuer^ wluJae '^' carnal mind ia enmity ng^Lin^t 
fJiid," Bu as not tu call foiih their oppoaitifin ti» Irutli and 
holiiieEB 9B Cliri^t aiid liis a^xf^^tles did. hluE let ua 
know that if they havo lesi diJficiiity with mf» acd with 
Our liXB and prtacknt^ than tlioy had with theirJ^ it la 
because we arc loes holy» Jes hoapcnly, Icea hkn God 
tlian ihny wt^ro. Tt we walk, with tho lukewarm and 
nugodly, or they witli na, it ia bcc^jihe wci Etro lifireefl. 
Fur two oannift walk togo^er exi:ept tliey t 



x2 



i 



334 



SERMON IX. 



RTnWA|tD5JJ[P. 

Ldbe ivL 2- — Give UL aLUDLiuL oF Lliy H^iiaTJEliip^ 
A STEWABD J6 one -who 18 employed tu transiict llie 
biisintE^ nE aiiatUur, HQ }u& a^i^ut or rupiVHUDtAtive iuLliB 
liusinffiii in wtiic}! be iy employed. 

llig duty is tr> promiiLc ia th^i hue.i possible miiDDcr 
llio intnri^t of bis einployij". \lii is li^hlo al anv liriiri 
l(j ho tdllbd ta wa acTiJuut fur the niiinutr in nliitli \if 
hs,s triLaua^ted bit liiiuiLt^t, mid to bs rsiiiovbil fiom ins 
uffic:e it Hie plbi&ura of bia eiflployer, 

Ods injpcirt[i.at de^^ of tbe]tiu'3b1a of wliicU tbc tex^ 
ip :k paity IE t^ Leach that Jill maa ju'9 Diid'e utniVJird?. 
Tlic flitlo deelacis tbat llio pjlvar imd tho gold itxi: fiiftj 
mid tTiat li« lq ijitht Ji^^'hebt pu^mblb anoBe tlie propiietor 
of the univei'se, JIi'ii ars mere elewnids employed by 
liiiu for the tran&iicdoD of bis busiiiD^ and rcrjuircd to 
do all tbey do 6>c Ids glory. Even thijir laitfng and 
drinking are to he done for liifl glory, i- e^ tliai llioy ho 
skcrtgtlioncd fi>y tlio Isofli perfurivtajiuc of hie bueioosEi. 

Tbat men at? (Jod't ttewards, ia evidont frum Iho fact 
tliUiL Qod treats thein as auch, and ronioTcs thi^m at bis 
plea^ure^ and dispoaijft of the property in iboir haiidH^ 
winch he oavld not do, did he not toifeider lliyni moriily 
bin agv:nl&, and Tint tlifl uwntrj <if thf) property , 

J. If ciicii aro God'u ttuwuids, they are boiiiid to 
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aoLOLJib to liliD for their lima. Qod hfN: created tbem, 
and keejM tlnjiu alive, and their time i? his. Ittader, 
aliould youvDiploy a steward andpiiy bim for Jus Ums, 
would you nut eKjioi:! bim to employ that time hi your 
EorviGo? Would yuu not ci^utilder Jt fraud aiid dibhoiiraty 
for luHi, while in your pa-y, to spend liM tfme in idlene^B 
or in pi'omoting big private iutereate f Suppose lie wera 
often idle, tliat would lie bad *nonffh ; bnt suppoaa that 
be «7iiill^ oeglecteilyoat buaiiiess,and lliat, wheii calltd 
to an aecouiit sjid cen&uied fur not duiDg lii^ duty, lia 
should sa.y, " Wliy, what bive I done ?" wuuld yon not 
auppose thit foe bim to have done nolfiitiff^ and let your 
bimineS! BU^er, was great -wickednes, foe which Jie 
dDscrvcd to bo punished f 

Now, readof, you aie Ood'e eteward, and if you aro 
u.n iiiipeniteDt tinnei', you have wholly neglected God's 
bndne&s, and have remained idle iu his vinby^ird, or 
ba^e been ouly attending loyout own private intert^a; 
and now are you ready ti> aak what you lia-ve done * 
Are you not a Imave tJiub to negluct the hmineas of 
yoiir gmiit employer, and go about your ovtn private 
buiiiuo^ to the nnglect nf all Unit jaetine and duty and 
Otnf require of yoii ? 

Bui suppose ^[lur steward shonld employ hia liiae in 
oj^Qsaig your interest, n^ng yonr capital and time in 
delving ot sppciqlatioDE diicctly opposed lo the business 
for wJiioU ]i0 wiifl omployrid ? Would you not consider 
thia great diedioncety ? "Wonfd you not tliiuL it viiry 
ridiculouH for him to uccomit himsi'lf aji hontut inun ? 
Would ynu not auppOi* youfsetf vU^&d to tmll him to 
an acuount? And would you not actonnt any one a 
villnin who ehould appmvo suchflonduct 3 TVonld yon 
not tliink yonrsolf iciWf?J-ti>pnbliMihini abroad, that tho 
world might know hii- tbiiraotcr, Slid that yon niiy;ht 
oliair yourself ftom the diar^ of upboldlng suob a 
person ? 
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How tliBii aLall Qod disposo of ynn IF ^ou <ii[j[ilay 
your tiiDtf in opiv^ng bip intor»st, Hml list hiti lapitil in 
yoiu lirtn<H to drive nt apcpulatioiiii (ILtii<itly opposed ia 
lliB luisiiiePE for "ivliiyh ho liaB Biiiployix] you? Aig yaw 
uot aslmuicd thcii to !H:i;aiirit ytmr^Ll' nn honcflt niftn, 
and will not GuJ cL>uj4idfr bimgelf uiider an obliiiatiim 
to call you tu an ucuount ? Qlioulil ho not do thia^ ivonld 
uot tbe oiiii^Biun be bd avid«K:o,OD hisp?irt,of nn. iippi-oval 
of your abDmiimblo micliodncse ? Jliial he -aai ff(;\ 
liiiibeEf ^ori^tainod to inaku you n public onmplfi^ tbftt 
ilio univcTdn Piiiy know liow iiiucii he nbhora your 
ij'iniea ! 

2. Stewai'ds ani bound to give an aeoouiii ut' tbfiir 
talaiitit. By labnt&, 1 nicftii lioro the powcra of tbeir 
luiiuls. SuppoEe you tihouM cduunte a man to he your 
Btowai'^T, should su])i>urt Irini ^luring tJic tiiflc thut be 
wag ongEigod in stuily, and be at nU the fxpcn&e of bia 
BdiKSLtioQ ; HJfd that then he should eifliec neglect to 
employ hiR mind in ypnt aumoe, or ahenld nao Ibe 
poivere of Ilia diLuvated iuti^lkct ihr tlie promotion of 
bin own intorKta, — would you not consider this 35 fraud 
and villany ? Now God created yonr uiiuda, and baa 
been ot the Oipiiuae of your cdiieolion, and bas train^ 
you up for hiu SKrvjcfl ; and do you eilber let your romd 
remajn in idlonese^ or pervert tbe pi^wflre of your cul- 
tLviLtRd intollect to the projimticn of yoiir own private 
iuti^i'net, and Ihen aek wliiit jviu Kjlvh done Lo deaetvo 
tli« wTiitlj of G^>d ? 

But BUpptiM yoin-atrwa*dgboTi(dtise bia i^ducaCion in 
opptmlwji to ycur intflre?!, and uae all ihe po^vBTB of big 
mind to rtKjtroy thb very interf^t for wbich be 'ivaa 
cduetiHttd^ and which lie is emplnywil to sustain; would 
yon not luuk upcn bia cnnduct as marked with boidd 
guilt? And dij^jsu^ sifuner^ employ tbi; |ion«t of your 
luiud, and whatever erf 11 c&Uon Cod lUi^y L^ve given you, 
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iinippoii^jbinintflrBsti porvcitLng his tmth ; acatturing 
"fire-brandB* djtowb, [Uid death'' nil iixoLind yon, onA 
lliink to Kcapo his coc&j ? Shull cot tlio Almiglity ho 
avenged upon suuh a "^^I'otcb ? 

n. A stow&fd iu liound ta give ui awxiunt for thsr 
iji/iaemx he e^crCB upon maJikind Around hi\a. 

SuppusojoLiBboul^omidoy a steward, ehonld oduoato 
hiui gntiL be poffieseod great t4dontfl, should put a liir^'e 
capitis into bis bands, eljould e^Lalt him high in society, 
mid phwEi liim m ciFonmatarrcus lo cxeii an immense 
LiiIlEienoi! in the oomEnereial community, and that then 
ht nliiiuld rHfuee or neglect to esert this iuflnonco in 
pi-omoting your intoroet ; would you not oonaidBr thia 
default a potputunl fraud praotii'ed upon you ? 

But auppoeu he abuuldcKcrt jill thia influence against 
yuu, flTid arnty himself "with all hia weight of ehaca/rtor, 
and talent, and influence, and even emploT the capital 
with which he was intrusted, in fl^rwfp^ your interest; 
what liLUgun^, in youi' cutiiiuttjijii, coidd tlion express 
your sense of hia ^ilt ? 

Reader, whatever inRuence God Jujfl given you, if 
yon are on impenitont ^nner^ von arc not only neclect- 
ing to UM it for God, to build up hia kingdom, but yon 
ore ciuploying; it id o^yposition to hia intereat and glory; 
and for this do yon nrit deserve the damnation of hell ? 
Perliaps yon are rich, or Icarneri, or have, on other 
account great influence in society, and are refn^ing to 
u^ it to aavfl the eoub of nien, but ore bringing all 
yoar weight of chaincler and taJenta, and influenGe, and 
example, to drag all who are witbiu ^e sphere of your 
inflneniie down to the gatea of hell. 

4, Yon mnatgive an neconntferthe Tflnnner in which 
v'fli tisn ths property in your pois^isifn. Suppose your 
steward should refuse to employ the capital with which 
yau Liitiasted Urn, for the promodon of ^oui inlereat; 
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or fflippose lie were to accoiiTit it liin own, nnd to iiae it 
for ]jU om'd private iiitnroit, or :t|)plj it to tlie grutiix- 
callou r>f Ilia lunla, or tlfu sig^nunliacrupnt uf liis family ^ 
in^lmetuwing largo porlioiie apon his riatiglilera, nt in 
iniriifllijring to lliu ItJSte and piidn of liis sonBi mbilo ab 
tTio aamc tune jout lusinraE wafl auffetiiig foT the -want 
or this Tei-y capital ; or Hup|Hjm' tbiit this fitewacd Jidd 
tlje pTirse-B^ringa of your wcsLfth, ami that yoTi Lad 
niuUitudw of other aotViWitti, -whose ne^iijiMtie6 vfKK to 
he Bupplitd out of tliB JEitana in ]iis hjmds, and that 
ilieir -weiriLtfl, and ovmi their live?, depeadud nu tijcso 
supplies, and y«t tliie gteword ahoirld miuiHter to his 
■own liiKta, and those of hia fimily, jvnd suffix those, 
yyur othiir seryant^ to pefiah ; — what vrcaii you thiuk 
of Buoh iviijkijiincsa ? You iiitniated hinx ^viLii y(jur 
muaoy, and oiijoinod him to taka care of your uthor 
tervunt^ fuid, tJiTOiigh hia noglect, tficy wure ail duiul 
nien- 

-fifvr, you have God's money in your hands^ and are 
surioundfid hy God'ti jJiildren, whom he commands ymi 
b> lovG as you do yoursElf. Cod mi^ht, with fnirfnet 
justice, lioruG given ]\.h property to them iuiitoad of ynii. 
The world \a full of poTCPly, ieaolatioo, aud JojLth ; 
hundreds and inillionq are perishuig hody jmd aoid; 
God cBJh< on you Ur ^aiiri yDurwIf ka liis etymard, for 
thtjic EjJvation^touKo q]] the properly ill vouipoffiwaiou, 
BO as to pruniotti the grcal^Ht possibly amount of hap- 
pinsH among your fei[ow-creatareB- The Manndoniaji 
cry &>iufa frum the four ^inda of beavtn, '^ Come over 
ftnd holp ns;" coHEOTEit ii^n miLP irs j and yet yoii 
refuH! to liolp ; yon hoard np the wtiolth in youc 
posseewiiJi, live in fnitniy, and let your feflovr-nien yo 
dihwn to liefl. What language can. dnHciibo youv guilt ? 

But euppoae ymic s&rvuut, when you cLfkil him tn 
accoimt, sLoiild gay, " Have I uotaHjuii&i rliiu projicrty 
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by my own indndtiy?" would yon not atJ&wer, *' Yon 
have emplojT^d my oipitjil to do it, and my ^mt, for 
tabich I have paid you ; and the mnuoy you have gained 
is Jiibe." So, when God calla iip<ni yon Xo use tlie 
prup*?rty in vcii' poscssion for biirij do you say it la 
TOui£i thatyoiihavoehUinoditby your own iudii6tryi 
Pray, wliosc time hftvc yoit UReil, and wbifse tLileuta 
and means ? Uid not God orontc you ? Has be not 
sj^laiuedyou? Has he not piieporcd yoii, and given 
you all ilia succea ? Yes ; your tiiifo ia Ilia ', yoar nil 
is bis ; von have no right to say tlfC wealth you have is 
youiB i it is hi?, and yon ave bnmid to ute it for bis 
glory. You am a tmitor to your trust it you do not 
w employ it. 

If ymir clerk tatf only a little of your mousy, his 
(Jiiiracter h gone, and he is branded n?i !i villain ; but 
pinners lalte not only a duller or so, bnt oil thoy can 
get, and nee it for tbemselvpa. Don't you ase that God 
Vi-ould do wrong not to fjill you tn acoount, and jfuuisli 
jou (m finiiig both yonr packets vffitli His money, and 
calling it yuur own ? Professor of religion, if yon nra 
doing BO, don't call youraelf a CliristiFiTi. 

r>. "¥ on must giva on aecoaut of your floji^. Yonhavft 
no right to go to bell ; God has a right to yonr 3oul ; 
your gohig to bell wonliJ injure Iht! wholo umvoreej it 
would injure j5ef?,'becaase it would inerenae itytormenlfl; 
it would injnre Jnaven, becaase it wonld wrong it out 
of your HorviceE, Who shall isJre *h<» hnrp in your 
place, in singing praieea to God? Who shall coutribntu 
your sbsjT] to tho bappinest of heaven ? 

Suppoua you had a steward to whom you had given, 
life, aud edticattd biiii at a great e:qiense^ and then lie 
&hould wilfully llirow tliat life avnay ; hna he a right 
thu^ to djfljiosc of a life of so much value to you? Ia 
it not as juflt ae to rob you of the same amount of 
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propprty in anytTiing ftse^ God Jms made your soul, 
EQstiimed iiiul edncatstl jon, till 7011 vt^ n4>w able tu 
render him important aerviceB, sithJ to glorify liim fur 
everi and liave yoti a. right to go to liell, luid ttuu™ 
awayjour fioul, and thug rob G<m1 of your Kcvico? ETa-ce 
j^iiar[g}ittoi'ctidi>r hdlmoi'cmigmhle, aodlieavenJeaa 
happy, and thus injuto (i&ii and all tlie iioWerse? 

Do you Btill Hay» "Wliat if I do hse toy sou] ^ it ia 
Uflbody'* bufflneS3 tut my own ? That ia false ; ib ia 
STery body's buairuse. Just aa wfK migbt a mau briii^ 
u coutagioub di&ea3« into a city, and aprcad dibina,y and 
death ah around, and say it 'cros nobody's buBiiieea but 
hiE ovrn. 

G, Tuu iiiivA giv9 an account fi>r llie njula of others. 
God couiiQacds ytm to be a oj-yotjrknx- with him in 
converting the world- ne noods yout BeivicGj^ for h*; 
KLVtB bouIh only tliroiigh the agoncy of miiiu If flnnls 
ace lost, or the Gospei is ni>l spread over the world, 
anuers charge all the blame up&n ClinatiaLi^^ as if they 
only ■weiB tuund *u be aetive in tliti cauw of Chrislj to 
exeiniEP benevolence, lo pray for a lost ^ocld» to pull 
EinncEE out oE tho lire. I ivoudnr who hm alit^olvi'd 
j/oi£ £['om tlii!?f: dufioB? Inptead of doing your duty, 
you lie ae a BtiiinbliEg-block in the way of uther einnerB. 
Thua» in.'^toad of htlphig to lave a ^vjrid, all your 
actions help to send soula to hell. 

7. You arebDund to give an account of tho smtwwi^ 
^on p^ioi-hdii and i>n>pa;iala. fhnl's kin_^3orn is to be 
bniH. up by trntli, and isot liy etruv. Your sentitufnta 
wHi havu an important beajing upon tlio infuenci? yon 
esort ovtr tho^E around you. 

Suppose the bnEijiflGH in whifjh your steward was 
employed Vftjuijx'd that hoslionid eiitortain right notions 
ciFnoojning tho mantitr of doing it, and the principlca 
involved in it, of your will ajid nf [na duty. And 
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suppose you had given liim, in writing, a &:i of ruTcg 
for the govcrunsent of hi^ condnct, m xelatiuu to all tlie 
alTiiira with whioh he was intruatedi then if he sJiuuld 
notrkct to e^caniinn tho9e tules, or sliould pcrvort their 
plain nicjtning^ and should tlius pervert his nwn conduct, 
and lie instrumcTital m dccdving others, and leading 
tlionj in the way of dianbedience,. — would you not look 
upon this as CDnjiTiaC, and deserving ^le gevereit 
reprobntion X 

God has given you nrles for the government of yonr 
cDnrfnct. lu the Bible you have a plain revolatian of 
hifl will in Tclalion to all your action?; and now, do 
yon either neglect or perveit it, and then gn aalray 
yoTjcself, and lead others with you in tlir* wav of 
rtfaobfidience and lieath, ajid then call yinuaelf an lioneat 
m?ui ? Fob shaihe I 

8. Yon miiit give an aciioimt uf yonr oppuvtunittts 
of doing gocd^ 

If jou employ asiewacd to Icanead yoiic bu^ine:^ 
you erpect biin to talio advantage of llio elate of the 
TQartet, and of things in geooiifi lo inijirovo every 
opportunity to prouioir; yniir iiitijroaC. iSuppiiac at tho 
husy seiisona of the yisu he ehould apoud hhi time in 
iillecttT-a, or in liia own pciv^Lle affair^ and not liave an 
eye at all to ilie iiio&t favouiablo opportunities of 
promotinii your intercat, would you not soon say to 
hfoi, — -^Oive au account oFlhy hfiawardsliip, far thnu 
inayeat he no Inuger stoward ?" Now, ainrnzr, yon have 
alwaya noglfietod uppottunitiea of serving God, of 
learning your fellow- ainnerg, of promoting Tevivala of 
rclignni, nnd advancing tlio iritort'Bt of trutli, Vou 
havo been diligent merely to proinota your own private 
interests, aud havo oiitlrely ni^lcclod the intereala of 
your groat employer ; and are yon not a wretch, and do 
you not dcscrvo lo he put out of the sle'rcaniahip, aa a 





dUhonest insily aiid to I>b sent to tlie staie prJHUii uf 
tht uuivBTSD ? How cnn yau etcaps tie iminatiDQ uf 

hell? 

JiKMARHa. 

1. From tlii^ subject you can ato wliy tiie birfiincM 
of this world ig a mire Btmt druwns iiiyii'B aoala in 
de^nictiun and perditioL)^ 

SinDo^ triiiBact buaineBitn prumoto their own priv.ite 
inleregt?^ and iiot aa Ginl'6 stcwanfg ; ami tUiie :ict 
diahonrstly, defraud Git J, gtjevij tin, ^irit, and pjTiuiote 
their own Htuguality, |ffJdo, and death, Tf miin cnn- 
aidered thtinaeivvs ae Ckfd's olerkn, tlji?y -^'Duld ncit lie, 
snd oyeiTeiii:h, »nl iv'urk on the aibhatlu tn make 
moDey for Jfim ; they would bfl suTii that sucli conduct 
would pot ijleaBc him. God nu¥cr crmtiid tliis worfd 
io bo a aiare tu mon — it ia abused ; ho designed it to 
bo a dyRgJiiful ftbode fur tliciri— -but liow perysrtpd ! 

SIjouM all mea'a burinaf* bn duno na Rii' God; tho;^- 
vjould not find ic huoIi a tcmptjitian to frauii und 
dishonaaty, jts to enaiavs oud ruin tlieir aouli ; it would 
hivo no ttiii(Tpiioj to wsaji the aouf fi'om Hon, or to 
baciiab Him from tbeir thonghig. When holy Adam 
dnaaod Gud's gordon and kept it, hfld that a tendoiiry 
Id banish God from liie mind 1 If yoar gard^ne^ should 
iiTT day be vnry i^upy in your prwi^nce, dresaiDg your 
pTaatB, couaultjn^ your viowa, and doing your pleasiJie 
conliunaQy, asking how shaSJ tliig be done, and bow 
shall tlial liedono, would thin hn,'e;tleDclency to banish 
you fiflTo hie thonghta ? So, if you mera bu-^y all the 
day, testing Gtnl'a yloty, rjTid transacting all Tout 
bjielness for JiLiji, acting og lii? steward, aenabb 'ibat 
JiiB eyup wfsro Upon you ; and ^ve^e this youf ixtualajit 
inqQiry. How will thia plpiw him i and how will (Jiat 
ploaso biin? your being busy in Budi Finployment would 



have no Mndenoy to diatruct yuur niiicd, and turn your 
tlruu^itd rroiLi God. 

Or, euppoite a inollitTj "whose aon was in el dialnnt 
]a.nd; Was bngy nil divy in puttiiig np cjothra, and boi>l[B, 
and neccsanries for him, continually qne^tJoiBTigj IIow 
wiSl this plcft&o him ? and how ivill (hat jilnasE liim ? 
would t^at emiiloymcnl; ha^c a. tcnrlency to divErt her 
.mbid from her absent aon? J*Jaw, it you considor 
yonrgelf an God'g Hieward, doing liia busino^ ■ — if yon 
are in all things consnltiog Iria int<*ro3ts and hi? glory, 
and coD?iiiScr all yonr pogg»^oiie as his, your tune and 
jcniF talenta — tbo moro busily you arc engaged in hia 
survinje, tht mora will GcA b& ptfsent lo sll yonr 
thoughlB. 

^g.iin. Vou Bteliow idloneaa is aimaroto the aoul. 
A man that is idle is dishonest, forgets hi& respon^- 
biMty, rofusf s to gene God, and ^vea hiuiaelf up lo the 
ttmptataone of the duTil : — nay, the idle ui;ui ttinpbg tlie 
dovil to tempt liim. 

Again, You see the error of the majtim, that mcii 
canniit attend lo buainesg and telifiionat Iho game time. 
A man's business ought to be n pail of hia nili^tnn, lie 
cnunoibe religious iiL idlonvi^g. Ha muat ]iave gonio 
bngineM, to be religious at aQ ; and if it is peifonned 
from a light motive, hia lawful and uec^f&j^ary bu&iiLC:>j^ 
is M much a UKt&sary pait of religion as prayer, or 
going to ehurch, or readJiig hJB Bibiw. Any one who 
pleads this mauni ig a knavo by hip own noiifcii^oD ', 
for 110 niati can behove lliaL an hoiiuflt oi»ploviiit»nt» and 
pmsued for God'a g'nry, is incouBibttint with reli^on. 
The objecllou arpponts iu tliu face of itj that he considEiH 
hia busincsa either a:^ unlawful iu itaclf, or that he 
piji^uca it iu a disliuneiA uiauuer. If tbjfl bn truo h.9 
cannot he religioug, while thua piirfluing hie lniti3iJW4 ; 
if his einploymonl ho 'wiekod, ho must I'clldy^iiitih it ; or 
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!F hoDRst, ojid purgutid in mi unlawful in:LnnrT'^ Ii& must 
puiftiic Jt lawfully I or in eitlier tase he will lo^e tia 
atujl; lut if his bciscntits ia lawftil, Irt hint pursue it 

^lonpytlv) iHiJ fzMin right niutiTca, iiiid Iih will find no 
dUTiciiiIty in uttEn Jing tn IfiabosiiifiFi^MidfceiiieroliflLou* 
at the sojai time. A lifo of Luuinesa is Ijcst for Ohris- 
liiiDE, M it eaorfflaue tlicir gtaotflj and make? them strong. 

4. That TO06t men do not [ii:count thcmsclvea ay G-od'a 
etuwiirilHi ia evident fritm Hie fact that thfij conddet the 
I(jH9uB they 3Dst,-Lin in bnsinera 8.s tfieir own loehPS. 
Sop^iosQ thut same of your debtora «liould (ail, aud yuur 
obrks sLionld spGiik af it on thoir loss, and sny ther had 
mos with great lotsea, wuuld you not look iipoa it ^ 
Tidicnliiud in the ostremc? A^d 19 it not (rultij a* 
tidioiilou!! fur you, if any of your LoTfl's debtott fajl, to 
malts yimrsetf v£:ry umasy and unbiippy about iL ? Is 
it ynur l&w or Im ? If ynii have done youx duly, and 
iakGCi finit&ble oare of his property, and a Lrias ia bub- 
taiutd, it ia not your Itini. but big. Yoa sbould lodi 
at yonr aina and yonr duty, und not be frig]iten*'d ieiit 
God ahonld become bankcapt. if yim act^d as Gud's 
**eward^ ov nn bis clerk^ you would not tUiblt of I'ppak- 
ing of tLe los as your own lowji but if you hiivii 
considered the property in yonr pofiawsion aa your own, 
no wonder thai God has taken it ont of your band^. 

Again. You eee that, in the popnUi' accoptation 
oF tbe tCTiri, it Ig ridiculous to call bstitutions fur die 
oitension of the E^deenier's kingdom in tbo w[>r1il, 
cJtaritidile iitstitiahm. \a one feense, indeed, thoy may 
Ijc called Bueb, Should you give your Btcward ordecg 
to apprnpiiate a oertain amount of fonds for the benefit 
of tlie poor in a certaju pariah — ibis v*oidd "be chai-iEy 
in^ou^ but not in htin; it would bu ridioidoiir^ ii\ kiiy^ 
to pretend that the cb^tiity was his. 80, institutiocift 
foi the pronioLioQ of rdli^ioji aro the charitios of Ooi>, 
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itnd Hot of man. Ilie fundy are God's, and it ib hie 
i^r[uiremi?nt that tliey Le expended siceordiiij^ tu liia 
dirootions, to relieve the misery or advance tho Eiappi- 
fioiK of our feilow-TrtPB. God, tben, ib tbo giver, and 
not Tflfla ; and to consider tlie cTknMitjea ae tbo gift of 
Mm, is Ui Jcmntain tJmt the funds bfJong to atett ajid 
not to Gtid. Te oalj them charitable tne^LutiDna, jn 
tlic fiuiiBe in which tbcy are iignaJly epaken of, ia lo aay, 
tbjii Tnen confrr a favour npou God, that they give him 
thdr money^ and confflder IHm oB an object of charity, 

Sapposc tiiflt a. company of niercE^aiLts in thu wty 
aboidd employ a nnmher of agents to ti-ansact their 
bii&ioo9Binlndia, with an immense capital; am) auppuse 
tliueo agenta should claim tlic funnils as their property, 
and whenever iv draft w^a rriEide upon tliem, obould 
oonaidcr it le^^ingy and afiking d'aiil'/ at tbeij' Irandjs, 
and ahoiOd call the Bervant by vrfiom the order wiw 
flent a beggar; and ^rther, eyppme they should get 
tO£Uthor, and form a cltcrkfiUs soeuiy to pay those 
dmfta, of -which they should become ^ life members,'^ 
hy paying each a few doUars of then employers' money 
into a common fimd, and then bold themiielvett exonor- 
ated from all fuitber calls ; so that, 'when an agent was 
sent with drifJs, they might direct the [Jeaaurer of their 
society lo let liim have a little, as 9. matld' of yliua- 
giving ■ — wonid not this be vastly ridiculoLie ? l\Tiat, 
^en, do you ibink of yourself, when you talk of eu|>- 
pnr^ng thpae charilable ii^lUuliwify aa if GihI, tbo 
owner of the uniYerae, was te b-s coowderod as fiiLioiting 
eharity, and liis aervantfi as the ngonia of an infinite 
beggar ? How woniifirhd it it thit C<od. does not axka 
such prpfliniptiiotis men and put them in hell in a 
moment, and then, iriiJi tbo nicjiey iu their bande, 
execute bii plana for touYOitinf> the -world! 

Nor ia it Icif, ridJcuIous fur them to eupjioso, that by 
\2 
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paying flvcr tliQ fiiiLd^ id tlieir hand^ lor tliis piirpojir, 
th^ CGwlvT a tti?brity uginn rtisn. ; fite !b ^h^iiilcT aH Along' 
be borno lit ijiliid. tliat the money is not t/^ctJ'a. TEi^y 
are (lod's ftttwiiida, jind only pay it over io hh order — 
in doing tfiiB, lliErefurej iJifi^ m'itlier fonfer a charity 
upun tlie earvfiiits who &ro Bunt with the ordera, nnr 
u;>i>n tljosBforwhoBC boTiufit iiia man-3y is to h*^ C3q)f!n(J(Ki. 

Again. Wlioii bhe airvanla of ihe Lord come with 
iL draft itpon yoii, lu [lay ovEr some of th? moiioy in 
yoiir pna^TiHiuTi inlo liia trenauiy^ to dclriiy the expenses 
ot Ilia govurjinnznt anJ kingdom, "wliy do ynu CiH it 
youruwn, EinJ say yon «Ln't sparolt? What ia you 
meiLn hy calling tbo agoriFa b^giiis, and gaytng you are 
jjick of eeoing so niiuiy be^ira— diagii9te<r with tho^ 
agents of fi^rifiot^fl iiiatitutions ^ Suppoat ymiratowju^, 
iJnrl<!r eiioJi cirLiimataripea, ehonid call yoxir figcnt^ 
beggars^ iinil aay he was aick of ao mnn y tieggajt, would 
yinx iLEjt DitlJ Jiim lo an oocount, and let him aee tlutt 
tlie prnpi'cty \n his pissossion Wiu^ yonra, ojid not his i 

Agflin. You soe tbis grcni wioTicdneaa of men's 
iioanling up pi'oporty ae long as tliey live, and nt dn^th 
feaving a psirt of it to the chnrnh. W^ « xifl ! To 
lea.ve God hjilf of his nwn property, Soppose a. clerk 
uhotild di> ?ih, nnd make a will, lenvin^ hiH err.ployei' 
part of }iiB CfWTi property [ Yet this is cnliedp.^. l>o 
you tlijtik tlii^t Oliriat wiU always he a bs^ftr ? And 
yot tbe church Ih ^-reatly ywj^fl^ i[j:> witli their great 
cliai^tablo donatiuu^ and Icgaac^ to Jesn^ Christ, 

Again. You see the wiekedncflg of laying up money 
for your childron, and why money ao ]»id up !a a curb's 
to theni^ SuppnEO yoiu' steward ahould lay iTp your 
monoy for bta tJiildron^ wooLd von not fonsidor him a 
kTiavc? Bo*V| tiien, dare yon tflfce Ood's mQneyi and 
liL.y it up fur yoiic chilclrtiu^ while the woiid ia anking 
domti to hell ? Unt will yyn sav, " Ij it not my duty 



to lyuvide for my own household?" Yea, it itt your 
duty B?iiifli?^ 1(1 provide fur them ; hut wbat is iLSuilJibte 
piQvidon ? Give them the hest education yoii can ^ 
tifd serricf* of fiod. Miihc all Tiect^anry providion for 
the supply of tlif ir T^l wants, "' till ihey bccnmc of 
aufflcient f^g to provide for theinauLvOFi" — and tbcTL if 
^ou ose the^^ dieposed to do good m xnrvhtff God fsnd t^ir 
fjBJieratiiai, giye them all the advantaged for d^rittg tki^ 
in vour powpr. fiuG to make them rich — to gratify 
tlicir pride — to enpble tliem to live in luKury or ease — 
or to proviiTe th&t they may Ba^flnw rich— to give yanr 
daughti;™ what is aJlcd a jfiKWB^odceation— hooilow 
them to spend their time in dp:«, idlen&Bj gosajiingj 
and efleniiiiacy — von have no right ; it is derraiiding 
God^ ruiiiina yonr owe somI, iind ^eatly endangering 
theirs, 

AghiRr Impenitent sbmera -ftiil bo iinally nnd oter- 
nally diagraead. Do jtiu not acti^mnt it a disgrace to 
a man lo be detected in fraud iind every epow(fi of 
knavery, m. traTV^actiflg the busLuesa of hfa einployor ? 
Is not such a man deservedly tbron-n nut of bnsineas ? 
Ia he not a. disgrace to himself and bis iiunily ? Can 
anybody trnat 1dm 'i How, ihon, will yiya appeaT 
hefore an injured find, and lin injured iiniTfRe — a God 
wbfwa laws acd rights you have deapiwd — 1^ univerap 
■with whow interests yoti bave bpen at war ? How will 
ym, in the solemn judgment, lift diagrncod, your name 
execrated* and you become the hi&^ing and contftmpl of 
Lell, for the nunilierteaa frauds and Ti'Janiea you bave 
piflotifted upon God aiid upon bia crEatiireij 1 But 
perh&p'* yon aift a profoftsor of roligion. Will your 
pro^Bsion cuver up yonr selfi^hneM iuid vile hypoeriay, 
while you have defrauded God» apent his money npon 
your lufits, aad accounteil those as beggars who name 
with drafts upon you to pay ovei into hia treasury ? 
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How will joiT liold up j-iHiT- houii in tfiL'Sicc of heaven? 
How dace jun duw praj-; liow <lflre yon sit at the 
ctimmunum-liJjle ; how diue yuu iJrufnsa the religion of 
JcsLis Ohriflt, if ynu have net up a privitlo iiiti;i-^j and 
do not i;[>n=ider all Lh'At you huvo na his^ »ad use it all 
for Ijjs glory ? 

Agaui. We hnvp hero i tiiiu teat of Cbri^Uftn 
fh&rflclei. TiTtB ChrisEiaiiB cormdor iAsnisd-ees ae God'g 
stewards. They act for hiiri* live for liLm, tr»ii?aH:fc 
T>iiBiiie&5 for him, «it nnd diHnk (or hia glory, hve and 
die tj pleiie hiiH- But siDneri ojfd hypocritea live 
for tlitujsdvcB; account their time, iboir talents, t^yir 
influence us Lliuir iiwn; and diapoea nf them all for their 
o^vn private iutormt, and. tlcud drown themstlvea in 
defitmctioii and punliJiion- 

Al lliH judgment, vo art! informed that Olirigt wHl 
say iiDto those wlin Ai'\: iiceeptcd, '* 'Well done* fiood ajid 
fniithful sEnaula." Readcr.eonlil he truly 6ay thituf yon, 
" Well dune, ^ooil and litithful Ki?ant - tijou hast betn 
fiUthfot over a few Ihiiigs," L 6. over tlie things cinn- 
niitled to yuur qhargo ? He will prononnca no hhi< 
jndgUiBut, put jiofiilM estimate if]>on thinga i and if he 
cantiut pay tLia truly, ^' WcH done, good jiud failJifiil 
s^r\iirt," yun will nut he accepted, but will ho -tlinist 
down to boll. IVqw^ roaiier, what i? your charactpr^ 
and whul haa lieen yotir eonduct ? Cod vfilJ soon cilU 
yon tu give rui acuouTii of your stewardship. Ilavo you 
h?erif^thfnltoUiid,fait]ifiiUi>yotirownwn],aiidto thi? 
souls of ot]ieF8 ? Are yon iea<ly to hare yoor fLocoirula 
GsainhiEiI^ your condnct sccutioized, and your life 
weighed .in tho Ijufsiicei of ilic aMtctnaiy I Aro you 
inter66l*«ih!tlii;bbuilof JrauaCliiigt? If nol, repent, 
rf^fiU Tiezc, ot all yuiic wiekcdnoss, aiid lay hold npOD 
the hope that JS aet heforc yon ; for^ Ijavh ! n. voios orica 
ill your uflta. ^'- Give aji Kcoimt of thy atuwardahip, 
for fchflu niiLyost be ho loog^r rieward-" 
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DOCTKIH^H OF ELEaHOf. 

EFnniir«3 L. IS, — A^tm'duig tS bM batli rlioicn a* 'm bjm, hef-oc 
lhr ll-liridiunn ihf Ibci hTDVlJ,lh«[ii.e alioulJ Ire hnJ/pUJ-wifhiHil; tlnmc 
Tiefuiu l»iai tii Iji'iT, hfl^lus [ii] i|»*li.i»i*d u utiIo the ■.iln|»llin ufuSul^- 
reu. Iky J^miCdriit, to binis^l F, aCtUHliPE W tl>c jm J pluisurfl af liLii"ill. 

The aubjei.'t of this discourse ia the doctrine of 
tsifurtion, and in tlie iliajjiuHOQ of it I aliall pcitsiic the 

following OT%1er : 

r. Show whai ir not ijil^nded Ijy this: docliine, 

IT. Wiint 16 intundod by it, 

JIL Th[tc it ia a doeltiiLB of the TSible. 

IV. That U iR the docliinsof teisno. 

V. WJiy thuy ait; olcoted. 

VI. AVhen thoy wiau ol^Mited. 

VTI- That it ia not a jiariinJ elcciioo. 

VIII. Tliat theffi is uo injiistiiie in Lt. 

IX. That it oppose? uo ohstaclo to the salvation <jf 
the non-elect, 

X. That itiu tho b&at that could he done fortlie world. 
XL That it does not aiipcraedo Ihe use of meona for 

ilus aalvation of the el&ct. 

Xfl, That it ia the only ground of cDeoumgemciU 
for n^ng memia, 

XIII. liow il may ha known whu ore eleetad^ 

1. 1 am to aho^ wiial isnolinteodiid by tiiR doctrim?. 

]. Not that A part uf inankin'! aro to be savod 
irn?a]icf:tivc of their uiord olijtfaotor- Wo are itot tu 
suppose that the clcDtwillbQ Httved, do \vliat they inayj 
without vcgaiii to their conduct. 
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3. Nor irt w* to nnd<:MtQTnl by it, that the cJiftt will 
L* Eorcod to heavai s^n^'t thfir will. 

3, N(i:tliat tJiere i* mi^ p"tifiilar jirftTi^ion ynnilc 
in tlie utoncmeiit fijr tbeir ^fllTalion^ more iiiSM for tlie 
KdEvation oi UiB aon-clect. 

1. Nw tbst the uncnnTcrEed elect are any tetter 
Hum the nofl-eScct- 

5. N'or that tlie uncocTerted di^ aw; any more 
belopcd uf Goi th^ii Ihe non-elect. 

6- Kut tlj^t tTie nou-cIect are created for (iamnaiion, 
and taimol be aaved, du wliat tbey may. 

iL But, by tbo dwUiiio of election ia iatEOidcd, tbat 
a pftil of the hiimaQ family are cIjowjj for etenisl sal- 
vati'jn 1 Lbat Jiot onlyai-e tbtycbown as a whole, bnt m 
iiidivldunJ^ 1 tfvwry om? of whom ivill finally be saved, 

m. Tbia ductriiie is UmgKt in the Bible. It is 
plainly taught in tJio tBSt, Petei directa 1i*b first episUe 
"Tu tbostraiigei3i-oatterGdtliruughoutPoiitii&,GahitiBj 
Cappadocia, Aeii* and Bitbynia, elect according to the 
finehiHjwledge"f God tilt PatUer, throu^b sinctifimtion 
(jf the SpLTLt iLuto ubirdiance, and ^tinkling of the bkud 
uf Jetfls Cluist: grace unlo yuii, and pcKC Ije uiulti- 
plied. BlebSed be the God und Father of our Lord 
Jei^us (7linst, ivbicli aeeorduig to biih abuudant mtr*;/ 
liith tn.'gotteJi ua ap:aju mito a hvely hope, by the 
leaiuToctiou of Jebuy Christ fcwn llie dead, to an 
iuberitanci} inooi'ruptible and Liudfiiled, aud tiiflt fadetb 
not away, reseiYtd in lieaven fot you wbfi ive kept by 
file power of God, tbrougb faith iiuto nalvatiun, rsiidy 
to be ruvoal^ in tho last tinic:^-" In 2d Tuiiolliy, !. 9, 
the aptBlIe taj-s, " Who bstb e^^ved ns and called ua 
with an holy caJliog, oot according to our worts, bnt 
according to his own purjKso and giautf »wLicb were given 
UB lit Chnat Jeaua before the wifrld began,'^ 

I will rot taka op your tinia in miUtiplying passages 
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of Scripture: scarcely any doettifio of tlieBthle b more 
abxindantly aiid uneqnrTOcolly tnii^it titan tliiSr Much 

ingennity biia bcpn rxcroisrd in explaining tbeso pay- 
sagea, so afl to ahow that they do nut tcacli election na 
I bare stated it, l^iit tfic munner in wliich the attompte 
to ftiplain tliia doctrine away hfi.TC II nifomily terminated, 
has Fully dcmonatcnted that it cflJiiiot be explained awa.y; 
and that tlip dft]trine, as it bey upon Ibe fate of tha 
Scriptures^ is that eontiihicd in the proposition I have 
alated, viz. tbat a part of iTLankind are ebo9?n taelemnl 
life aod salvatijJD- 

IV. It ia the doctmie of rpawm. This will fellow, 
firat, from the forekncwlsdge of Crod. God inuflt have 
foreknown who would and would not be saved, Pr. 
Adam Clark attempt^ tn evade the inference of oleetion 
fiom the onuirtcienco "f God. He says, ibat God'a 
being omnincient is no move evidence tJint he oetually 
liiio^%a aJl things that are knowabk, than thathi^ being 
omnipotent prevegthathe does rdltliiiL^^ that aieiloulilo, 
nia omnipotiTiice, hcoTBcrvea, isiiniLertbe tontrul of bis 
wibdora^ so tbnt he HCtuallj does nothing but what his 
wiadoni directs T and that bis onmipntcnce ia never 
exerted only in those caaeg where wiadom <wl]a it to act ; 
so he mainlaiaa th.it the omniscience of God is iti lite 
manner under the coTitrol of iniinite wisdom, and that 
altlionffh he might tisow gvcry peaaible thing, yet he 
actually doe* knu^ only siicb things as it iawise for him 
to know. Thi? argument, if it can be called an o^ument, 
bardiv dtservta an answer. Bnt as it is often relied 
upon and bron^t forwai'd ^a sound and eonclu'uTe 
reasoning, I woidd only Mk in answer to it. How could 
God knew Tvhether a parlicijlar tiling w,is beat 1^ be 
known, without a previous kno^rledge of ^at EhJng? 
It ii plain thit lie must first have a pa^ect knoWriedgfl' 
nf it before be could kciowwbethw it WABwiea or unwise 
to know itd 
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Pel-^r as'^cvta the fnrekrowludge of God hy utMrfPamg 
CTiri^Lian^ s-'j 6L?i:t aecirding to ihc fnrelinuivliidge of 
God, r»iil» in the eighth ehapler of hia epi'itfe to tlic 
Jtoruajia, say9> *'IJ'orvr]iOTii lie did forpknow, he also did 
prcdealiEate to be confotmKd In Elic imsLgc of liia Son, 
lliat ha might be the £rat-hDrii amuDg mniky LrGtlirco ; 
moreover whom li'^ did prodc^tiniitef thcin liir Jiluocjilltid; 
and ■wliom Tio eallcdi thran lie Eilao jij^ilied ; nnd whom 
he jnEti&ed, Ihem ho also glorified." 

A"idn. If Cod forelcrew whom fii; ^ihtnild ^layr^ he 
niu^C IiShTC hid some deaign fiLon-t it. He Tnnst hnvo 
designed that they ahonld be ajLVod, or Bhuuld not he, or 
tliit he would hove no design Jthoiit it. JtisiEnreoaoniibie 
to ™ppoMiJiat liecfuild have haii fithcrof thrlnat two^ 
he inuat therefore hfivt hftil the fttBt, to wit, that they 
diould be saved. 

Agaia. If mxy are to he aaTeil, God must aivo them- 
Now, if he ^^o& thcm^ he either dinose^ to ^nvs iLoui^ 
or cliooats not to save them, or eliooae^ to have no choice 
about it. But it is irapoggihle thit he should liaye no 
cbdee about it- It ia a coatradiction to say that he 
knew ^hat rtouid occur, aud that he had do choice in 
reLatiiriL to the matter. 

Agaio^ The dnctiine of election Toay be itifen-ed from 
ihe iLuchangeableHesa of God, Suppose ouraelTes all 
guLheifld around the judgTBent aea-ti btippoa; all his 
siiiitB to be gathered at liia right hand^ and now the 
final sebtence is tu he paased, a«d God deeigne to take 
all luB £aiut£ in hoavea. But vv}ieii did Gud first form 
Ihie dceigQ ^ Haa he any qdiv light on the subject ? 
Hiis liu ch;iiiiiud liis Jiiiud f " He is of *Jue uimd* aiid 
*vhij ca.n turn him ?" 

Again. Tho doctrine of election may be inferred from 
the fart that with r+od tJiovo is no past oc future timt, 
bnt thii fiU i-lcraity ia pnsorit lime to Lini. 'Hie 
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heginLiiugaud the eiilof time, all tiiB events of tJmc and 
el*tiiity, jiasl lo us, the judgment day and clcmi^ 
beyond^ with all tlfeic evpiity^ arc present to fai? mind. 

Tho nanje and eharoiter and elemal destiny of every 
creature ar« pveefiCit to IiiiiT, anJ that is a very immorthy 
view of God which eihibitH him on ha^iug no detirvite 
pbn in relation to all tfie noncem^ of hiH vaat empire ; 
hvdeed it ie -virtually dr^yin^ God, and robbing him of 
tho o^sen^l attribi^t^ of has iisttrre. 

Again. If God does uoE know the ind'eiduir^ that 
will he aaved^ iC is impceifble that he should know that 
any will he saved- If ho hae designed to Bj,ve hia aarnU 
flB a bodjj ho must have dosigued to cave them 04 in- 
dividualE, fur they jua made up of indivi duals. 

T. I nm tc show wliy they are elected. 

1. I niinirk that it la not boEiause the elect are any 
better iiy nature than otiiera. Paul sny?» '* We aiB 
called with au htily eollir^, tua /leff/rdtp^ u> our nflj'jfs, 
but accOEiling to his owji purpoae and grace wblcli he 
had in Ohrifit Jesus biiforo the world begin." 

2. Nor hecflUSB God more ftfa^ugly dadres the salva- 
tion of tlin elect Ihan of tlie non-elect. 

3. Nor bpiamj« Chrtab agreed to purchase a p^rt of 
majikEnd of the lather^ and: paid down m much auffeiin^ 
fur H) much an, ajid toot hia elioiee anio^ig thens, la we 
should from among a lloek of ahecp. 

4. ^or hcuflupo he felt any partieulsr parLiuUty foi: 
tlic elcet nii>rc than for the non-e)cct. In short it was 
nothing in tfj& nature orchararter of men thiit led him 
lu make this difltmction^ and to choose sorne in preference 
lo otlierft. 

Nor arc wo to ■juppose that God aetcdin the teletlion 
of tlio elect witliout motives. He muat have had aoma 
good and fiubalantial reasons for choosiug one man in 
prcferetico to another. Rome speak of election ip sucli 
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n manner aa to IpiiVfl thn iTri]irewion on the mind t^^t 
God fitti^ flrbrtraaTly, Mid tbat the whole turned upon 
an injritiita'blo eovtroTgntj* ihs reasobg for wl^iuli %'C! can 
in TiumiHe iinderstan^l. Bat certain]^ I have nt-l sa 
learned the cloctrine of election ; for althungh he haa mrt 
told na ivhy hf hn^ selected one in pTpP^rcncc to annllici', 
jgI Tic hn^ told iia certain tilings froifs «hlcii wo ma-j 
jn«tW inffr what tLci reosona aiw whicli let! 'him to tliia 
Selecllon. The Scrip*Tire9 inform na tbut God is good, 
j'fii, iii£nituly good, and ttat he doeth jjjood ^ and from 
the ^t that be is infinilely jood, we are Ijonnd to infer 
Ibit he does all the good he mn. 

McoTsnver he tiska, Whitt Triote fonM I IiftTc done for 
my vineyard llnat I have not done ? If God doee not 
save all men, it nmet Le hecauae all cannot cDDfJatcnlly 
be saved' — tTiat tbe salvation of all men "would KquJifl 
snch a cliange in tbe axtmini&ti'alioii of Lie govenmien^ 
as wonld upon the whole d& inore burt tha]i good in the 
umVoi*c. i'V if the sal-p^tion of all incn would upon 
tiie mbole be wise, mo^t for the glory of God and for 
the best IntereHts of hi* tiBgdom, we may rest aasured 
that all men would be saved. But il is a maLtet uf fiiot 
that the converaion of all men would ret^im'B a very 
different arran^meEi and adtuiiLiEtia^uu of tbe divine 
goveminciYl from that which we now eipeiience, in order 
to bring aiilEcienli moral influence to Imar upon this 
World to turn all men to Qod. It is easy tu sea, also, 
thai thi* change in tha admjuisttation of tlio divine 
govermnent inight, in mauy way;*, to diBarinngo the 
concerns of the univereo nf the worlds that mtl rouud hiR 
throne, a^ upon tho whnjle to d.i ujoie hiriE than g&ytl. 
It alsfl foUo^wis thai i^an^j^ari of mankind aie saved, it 
is because God can wisely save tljeiii. Tliat in the best 
posaible adminiatiation of hie government, bo can bring 
tuffieient moral influence to Iwar upon [fi^m to CDUvm-t 
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Ihem, XtJR n cotitradiction tn saj that the ^me amount 

of moral inniiiJiuie can hi: biflxiyiht to bear upi^n every 
individual of Ihe human fumrly. Tt would bj the same 
OS to iia.y that every individual could bo in tii'cuirLatanois 
in lill I't^peots priMiqely gimilar. Bui this is a natural 
iiiipoasibility. The elect, then, mu^t be tho^e who, God 
foresaWf could be converted under the wisest tidminis- 
trntion of hie govermnent. That adruiniateriil^ it in a 
way tbit would be moat heneflcial to all worlda, exerting 
snch ftn amount of moral influencu va overy indivirlual 
M would result upon tlie whole in tlie greatmt good to 
hie divine kiJigdnm, bo fnnanw that eeiEain individuals 
could W3tb thja wiacst aioouiLt of moral influonco ho 
reclaimed and aanctili^, and for ihia reasjn they wero 
cboBentoet4)mal]ifo. ilytbia wo aie not to uudorfltmd 
tbat ho foreiuw that aome men would lin bettor hy 
iiEtture than oEbets. and that because, on thin atiwunt, 
they oould be more eaaJy lumed iu God ; 1?ut that upon 
tliR whole they would be so circmnslanced, that it mould 
be wiftoin God, inthe administration of his gosMnmeut, 
to biiug 6iiffioicnt moral influence to bear upon them tu 
subdue their opposition and to save their pouIp, 
YI. I am to flliow when tlie eloction wna maile- 
Tke apostle svfs it was before the world began, of 
from eternity. It mn^bave becriwliOD the plan of the 
divine govornmi^nt wiia settled in hie mind, nni tJie 
present mode of adniiulstratton coniiludEil upon^ Some 
9appDaD that men are not elei^ted until tliey we con- 
verted, and confound tbeir election witli their con- 
-verainn, Bat this is neither reasnnEbblo nor scriptural ; 
Chr^iJt will say to his samta m tlie judgment day, 
" Come yc hlc^rici} of my leather, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you ironi the Toui-diition of Hie world ;' 
and Mrtainly it ia unrcasonablB to suppose tliat an. 
nnebangpable God lj« lijanged bis mind in itgai'J to ihl 
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iiidtviiiua], ;iTtd ma^e a uutv cliolcEi, ^ikI ducted Tiim to 
elifTD^J life "wliBD he swjb tliat Le iu couverted, 

VII. I am to aluf^vthnt this tlection isBot parha-f. 

By paxliality we undifTBtanJ nnduE] biag or favtmc 
liiwaida one indivIduaL or party f<iund.irl upon eoms 
inUTe^t or pri;}udli]c. Some particular \iW\og we? }iavo 
fi/T out jjidKiduFiI rajte Uiim fur utlictG. I hive akendy 
eIiowll tlhal tlirlSou dues not turn upoD inytliing in tliQ 
thanicter of the election, or any particijjir pnjiidiuo op 
partiality ■which Qod has inth^r favour. Tlic question 
of their plecEion did not turn npnn uitytliiiig in theiii^ 
Lflit upon tho ^ictt interests of lis govdrtEnieut. Jn 
elwtjng them, God (lid not look over the bumm family 
111 BeoivhoiD he loviid beat, hut upon whoni in tho wjnei^t 
admioii^trjLtinn of Liii guveriiuient ti« ooulit bi^ng QnfTi- 
oient mt^r^1 influence to hear to favo thcin- It wan no 
partiality to tLem, but a high and holy n'gard to tlfe 
gnvX intends ofhiaimmoQ^okingiloirL^tltat led To their 
election. 

"VTII. I mu tu show that thiro la rto inju^icu in this. 

Qod wJiB under obligation to no ono — le might in 
pGrFoct jueticG Lavs ^ont all majihind to hell, 'ilie 
doctrine of oLoctJou will dainn no uiie ; by trtjilmg tlie 
iion-Q3^i;t ajjooiiling to tbi^r dEisorbd, he does thcin no 
iiijuaLicf ; Bod surely hia eserciaing gmco 5n tlio BaJvotion 
of the wiect is no oAit of injustice lo ^e non-o!ect ; ami 
eapeoiHlly will ttiia appear to ho tcuo if -a-c late into 
coiiHidenttion the fact, that the only rcatmn why the non- 
olpct will not bo sivnd ia hGoaoaotlij^ pertinnciop^ly 
refuBO saWution- He offers mircy to alL Th^ atone- 
ment is Kiiffinient for all- -iVU may fiomt luiil are under 
an (jblJ^tiou to be ftivod, H*! etvongjly dtsrcs ^leir 
aaTvatioti, and does nJJ Hiat he wisely tan to aave tb'ini, 
"Why then ^oitld the dnctrine uf oL?utiQn be tbought 
nrijiia ? 
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IX. Election oppofles no ohntwle to the Balvation of 
the non- elect 

The choice of qome to btemal life, on the ground ^at 
tlicy ean he converted undor' the Wiiit^t administriition 
of goveninient, is by no means throwing any difficulty 
in ihu WBy of tlic coiivei-^on of tlie non-oleeli ; fot with 
thont God u?ea all tJie njpaoa tliat ere consistont with 
wladom to rc^clflim aud fla,ve tliam. Tho Hmveraon of 
tlie elect, inswad of leing an olstado in the va.j, la a 
powerlii] inductniynt to the iion-elert to torn and li^e. 
The cimversion of the electa euehiining soch Tclationa as 
thoy do tothfl moititudes of tluj no^-elect, is among the 
most poweifal niotivea that conM bo pnsi^nled f6r the 
conversion of the nyn-ehMft. 

X. This is the best tliiii could upon tbfi whole be 
done for tho inhabilantfl of this world. 

It is reai^onablo to infer fi^m the infinite benevolence 
of (Jod, that Hlo plan of bii; goverrnncnt incfudpa the 
salvation of a greader uumhcr Dian wuld have hefn qaved 
under any other modo of odminiatration. This ia aa 
certain aa Wiit infinite bnaii^olontiemtist prefer a greater 
to B. Ics good. To auppeae that fiod would prefer a 
niodo of adniiDi6UatioLi tbflt would accompligh the eal- 
vfltian of a Ia^s number than oonld be aavcd undur some 
other mode, would niani/Qetly bo to aooiiso him of a 
want of benevolem*. It ia doubUcas true that he cduld 
ao vary the course of event? aa loga-ve other ^nd^t^d^la!s 
than he doen. To convert more in one particulaj 
neighbourhood, or family, ca nation^ er at one paitiindar 
time, than he docs- 

Suppnao there ia n man in this city who haa so 
Pitrongly intrenched bims^^lf in error, that theie is hut 
one man in aJl the land who ia ai scqujiintcd with his 
i-Hfiige -ti 1i[h uM to bu able to anaiver Ids objections and 
i-ont him fi.um his liiding-plin:;:* Now it ia posi^jble 
k3 
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ttf^t if tliiu iiidivi<liifll oiJuld lie bryu^lil ill c/iTifnct with 
him, lie mij^lit be crmvirted ; yet if lie is finplflyed ia 
soiflt diatant |)flil of tlifi viDejar<l,!ii? muora] fr&mtbnt 
£e]d of taboiir to tliJH <^ty» niiglit nul, upnai ths vrhiili-, 
be mo?* for tlie inten^ijt of God's kingdom ; aod more 
vriiglit fiTl oi sulvntiun tlitough his n^ovil here, than 
w»iiM le uifOvtTtfd here bj such reniDva.!. Gftif liaa in 
viftw tfie giHHl of Ilia wIidIb kiugdooi. He worfcg «pon 
:i vftftt Jwid HunprehonMve scale. He baa no partialities 
fur iiiilivi[luQ]a, but lOOvcB foiwaid intliu adininiatra,tion 
of big g^vimiiLBtLt ■Willi liip eye upon the gvnaxul gooi, 
designing to cOn^rt the greatest numl>Pi, and prcniuce 
the greotrat amciunt of bipinuese witbin his kingdom, 

XI. Elettiuii dwe not supeiteds tbe nerc^aty of 
mema For the triivotBioii of llie elecb. They .are chosen to 
salvfttirin through the eiiuclification of the epirit and belief 
of the truth. Tlii'y rmiat then bear, believe, :md obey 
the tratli- If tbe end is to hfi iiccompliiJied, tJie uece^- 
aury meiins niH6l bo xeeil ; wo\M Li farmer, bec!iii*i be 
liiiEW that God Lad Bcttled it in his ivrn nimd -whether 
lieNboiild hnvfl jLCHop or not, eay that if he ■wm to have 
s cmi) lie -would hiivo it, whether he sowed his land or 
not ? Wonld a. aick mwi tu^lpct to use njeaiiy for the 
tecoverv of bis health, beciiuse be tinows that God haa 
tiimibpred his (Liye, and tJiat it waB eettlei in the divine 
mind whether ho would die or not ? Certfljiily not. If 
the fanofr is to huvo a vtiiw bs muj^t sow 1l]*i field and 
Me tliC iiCM'Sftry meunti. So if tbtf Hck man \n to hve, 
the mcaTi^ tcqiiisite tor hia reLOvery munt be ueed, 9o 
in ihe cure of ainneta, if meana he nofe uBtil, not even 
the aJeet can he anvud, and thos* that neglect tlia myaEs 
will npYcr nia,ke their uaUiiig and plention fiiice- 

XII- 'riie dgcEriDc of afectiou aflhrdp tiie nnly ground 
foT eflcftursgemcnt in the ua; of inains for tliR Kilvatiou 
of sinners. 
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K-iiin-Lng nH I ilo, thdt the camal mind ib I'nniity 
figfiiiist God, that incii ore utterly oppoaed t'} the way 
of eal-vatioin that tbcy Tisitc the goepol, end all the 
eftorts tbflt are made to save tliein ; what enfxuiraoe- 
ment sliould I ha^'e to pn^nch the gospel^ wcro it not 
that I know- that God bHs clioaen Mrfiio to etemul liRf^ y 
and that many i>r nil my heaiti^ niaylju <if thie cumber^ 
and ^Tiat hia providence has i^olleoted you hi^ro, with Ji 
deagii to reach ynu wiiJi the ttrro*v& of his truth 1 It is 
this consideration alone that caji afford any ground for 
ecenuragement to hold fnrlh in your lic-'aring tbo ■word 
of life. 

XlII- I am to show how it may be known who aro 
ele^edr 

Tbo&e of the elect that are already eonvertcd arc 
known by their chnrii^er and conduct. Thf.y demon- 
sLral« the reality of tbtiir election by tbeir obcdienoe to 
God- Tliosc that are unconverted may settip the ques- 
tion each One for himaelf, wbctber he ia elected or nut» 
so aa to have the most s[itJ:^a<?tory evidence whether he 
is of that liappy numhi^r. If yon will now aubmit 
yourselves to God, yon may know tbat you are elected. 
But Bv^ry lioui you put off submissioTi^ in^^rea^C9 tbo 
B'i donee tliat you are not eletled. 

INTERENCES ANTJ RFHA31KB, 

T. Foroknowlcdgfi and rJcrtion arc not inconsiatent 

■wltli free iig'^flf:y, but nro fouTiiJcd ii|Xfn it. The eject 
were chouen to eternal life, becaiiae God foreeaw that in 
the perfect eiernse of their fceedocn, they could be in- 
duet'd to repent and ranbraw tlie gospek 

Ll. Yoit see why many persons nrc opposed to tha 
dootrine of election, and try to explain it aViny ; Iftt, 
they miaonderstaud ct, and 3ud, they deduce unwar- 
rantable ijiCerenccs fi-om it, Ttiey suppose it to mean 
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thrit tliti elect wiSI bo Baveil ^L all events ni]La.tcviir tlicir 
ccndoEit niay be i anl st^oon tboy infer I'rom tlic doctriTie 
that tUere is uu poaHbility of Ebt? s^lTation of tho non- 
Gleet- '/'Aoir "uricrBUTiding of thn doclidno would be 
jin onMiimgoniriiit in tlic tb^ ti^ pdi'sovoru in -^iii, 
kuowbig tliat tbeir a^vatiua wait eiiyo; and ^/H:ir inf"!-- 
tTJcff wuuld drive tba non-elect tif deiipenLtiiiu, nn tlie 
grounil tliat far thGin to ma^Q ellnria to bo envud would 
bo of no ftvjijl. But both tTio doctrino, as Uicy uiidei'- 
st«iid jti find tTio inferciiw aro fiJeo. For uleulton doea 
not flocnro llie salvation of the elect iiTf^jKictivc' of their 
cliaractsr ajid oihudiic't; ooi. ii£ wo have Sbctt, \\ap^ it 
tliruvr any QliElJtclfl in the way of the 6alvB,tiijn of the 

III. Thjfi view of tiie aulycct Eiiford& no ^oimd for 
pr'^BiniiptiorL on tlio one bend* noc for dospair ii|>nii the 
otliof, No one ciiu juEtlyesiy, If I ana to be Hived, i 
hIluH Ihi Pavfid, do vfluit 1 will- N^>r can any one say, 
IF [ QUI ill Ijis jiftinned, I slinlE bff diunnod, do what I 
wilb Bift the qiipfltion is left, ao far as they ate aim- 
cemed, as a mattef of ontire ooutingeiicy. Sinnirs, 
your SEilvation or damnation jk 06 ab^Tately anapcnd<?d 
Tipou ymir iiwn uhoiiio, as if God neither hnew nor dp- 
j^igUfld uny^bing ubout it, 

IV. Tills doiitrinc hye no fouudafjon foe a onntrn- 
"vemy with God -, bnt on the othor hand» it docs lay 
fl. broad foiinda^on. for gtatitudo, Lotli on tho pnrt aS 
thu olocE a,od tbo oon-oliHit, Tho eloct certainly liave 
grcBt ri'idun hr tbi^nktiilncss that they arc thn^ ^i*tiiL- 
guiflhed. Oh whrit n thoifghtj to liavo yoiir n^me 
wi'iitcii ill the iii-ik ol' lifo, to bo dhosen of God nn briv 
of eternal SflJvfttion, to be adopted into hi^ family, ti> 'h'^ 
dastioed to enjoy hia piTPenee. Bind to bathe your sonl 
io the bowndlea^ oceiin nf liia Iubs for ever anrf ever! 
Not arc the non-t-lect withnnt obliga^nnfl of thackful- 
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iie5?r Yoii ouglit to be gTiitHful if any of your brethren 
*rf the human fiiinily iirri saved. If all were losi, OoJ 
would be jnstr And if aoy of your neig[iboiir£ or 
■friends, or any of this dying vjorM receivu the r'ift of 
rttrnal life, yoii ought to be gtatcfol and itnder ever- 
laating thanks to GiiJ- 

V- Tbfi nou'elecC often enjoy !ig pi"ca.t or grejiHter 
privileges than the elect, llany men hivo livtfd and 
died under the sound of the gospel, have eiijoyeJ aQlba 
jLiean»P of sjkLvatLOEi dunng a long Ilfe^ and havo at last 
died in tbcii: £Jn6, "hlle otiiers have been cdpvcrtcd 
npO]i llitfir fiTit hearing tlje gospel of Ood. Kor la thii* 
difference owin^r to tlie fact thai the elwct always have 
mora of Iha strivin^vs if Iho Spirit than tlie non-elect. 
^Ii^uy who die in their aiui appear to have had convic- 
tiojL for a great part of their lives; have often been 
deejdy iiiL|n'e?ued with ^ i^euse of their sins and the 
value of their aoulg, but liavo strongly intrenched 
themeelves under iHfugea of lies, have loved tlie world 
and hated Ood, and. fought their «ny tliroEjgh rJL tbu 
obstacles that Tpcru tliro^vn :iroiind them to bedgo up 
their way to death, and liavi! litiiraHy forced tboir poa- 
eagp to the gatGi? of lielL 

Yl. "ft'hy BliouJd the doctrine of eluctioa be inadc a 
sliuuljling-block in the way of Euincra? In nuthins 
tl» do tbcy make the ^Jkoio ua^ ijL till! jiurposeB and de- 
signs [jf God, as on the Rullj1i^^t nf reJigion; and yet, in 
tviirytliing eiae^ God'fl purposes niid deeigue ate na mucli 
settled^ and bave as Eibsoliito an inflironoo. God hsa 
forlainly deeignod tho day and cirouniatancea of your 
dL'uth^ aG whether your aoul fJiall be Pfl.vcd, It is not 
only eiprnsflfy dwlariid in the r?ible, bnt la plainly the 
docU'ino of rca^n. "What wouliE you aay on going 
hijine from meeting, if you should be called In to Bee s 
nei^liljoiir who waa aiok; and on iju|uiry, yon ahould 
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find lie would neitliw eW: in>r driiik, null E}jut lia 
wiiu nearly staved to deith. On t!K|H)ntulu1jiiig ivitli 
hiin lip n hi? cnnduat, lie ahonld oiiJinly rc|Jyj th^t ho 
bdieved in the s^i'crcigDty of God, id forrknowlcdgc^ 
election, and dftf fCfl ; that hia days were rumbflred, 
tliatthe timpflTLdeiroiiTiisOmc^fliiof htaduBfchwyTO Mttlpd, 
that he eould not die LoEuro ]i\a tiriiE^ Zui*^ tlmt :i11 the 
cfibrla \ic '■onld mnka wimld not enable liiln t*> live u. 
moment beyond hia tiTne. If you atteinpteJ to riimon- 
Btrate against liJ9 infeppnce, and aiioh jin :Lbii3e and por- 
Yersion of the doctrine of ^!:tfi--f^ be should acinar' you 
of bf-ing abi?retLc,of not believing kii divine sovcrfiignty. 
Now, ftbontd you aep a man on worldly eiibjiiotd reason- 
ing na<5 acting thos, you would pronounce liini eraay. 
Should farmers, niecbui^ica, and niercbanta, reawn in 
thiewayin re^rd to their ™oj'|<l3ybiisini?a?L, they wnuLd 
Iw conaiilered fit subjects for Bedlam. 

Vn. Hifnf forcibly the perversion and abuse of tlsia 
doDtrine illu^rate the ma^lneaa of the bnman heart, tistd 
iti utter opposildOn to tiie tsna^ of salvation, I'Jic fact 
tliSnt O&d forelmoivs and haE designs in regard to every 
olher event, m not nude an eKeu?e for reinnining; idfe, 
or wotije thuu idCo, on Lhe&e snbjeeta. But where ^heir 
duty tj Gfd is toiicetned. and here alone, they aeize the 
iScriptnres, and wrfBl tliem to their o»n destmctioii, 
IIow impreaaively doea this fact bring ont the demon- 
Btiation thsLt Kinuerb want an cKcn&e for disobeying God ; 
tha.t they deene mi apology for living; in ain ; that they 
aeiik an oceaqiun for LHakiu^ iV£ir upoit their Maker, 

VIII. I have said tliat tliH <jiieBtion is a^ mucli open 
for your deeihlon, tliat you are left ss perfectly to tlie 
nvcrcisd of ynur freedom, be if God neither knew uot 
dudgned anything i(i rej^ard to your salvation. Snppc*P 
tlipm "wa* iL guHit famine in tbi* city, and tlmK Julni 
JcLCoh Astoi' alone had provisioue in gru^t aJiniLdance ; 
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that ho visa a henevnl^it and libeiiil-JiiindcU mjtn, and 

willitFg to supply tliG whob city yiinh provJaiiiiB, free of 
cuponse; and snppoae thcra exluted ,i nnivcranf and 
most unceoannable p»ejudit:e;^ainsthjm, iiiaoinnch tj.at 
when he advwtiwd in tlie diOly pajiors tliat his atore- 
housca wspe open, that whosoever would, might come 
and reueive jjravision* without money and witliuut price. 
iboy an, with one ficcord. began to mcLte excuse, jtnd 
obatlnataly rcfriaed to accept tlje offirtg. Now, siippoao 
tliat lie ahould employ uIL ths cjwtnien to carry pro- 
viaons around tlie city, vad atop at e\ery dooi. But 
&1J]f Ihoy Btrangthened each other's hands, aiEd would 
rather die than be inddjted to 1dm for food. Many hftd 
said BO mnoh agajnat him, tliat thov were utterly 
iLsliairitid to fcr^l and ackuuwLedgellieic depenileneenpon 
hijn- Other? -nece so mTu:h under thuir infliicncfi hs to 
bb unwilling to ofEend thein; and an strong wfl& the 
tide of pnhli<: sontiiiient, aa that ncj one had the mora! 
coura^ to brenk loose from tliH iiiiillitiidu and iiccFpt 
of life. Now, suppose that Mr. A^tei' hnew before- 
hand the state of, the public mind, and thjit all the 
citiBenfl hated him, and liiul rather die than be indelited 
to him fur life. Suppose hM alflultuew, from the begin- 
nings thitt tbeiB were certiuu mgiunents tiiathecnnld 
bring to bear upon MrtaJn iridividiialp, that would 
change thoit minds, and tliat lie glionld proeepd to press 
thcni with thfaa n>nadoratioiio iiirtit they luid giyen up 
^leic opposition, had most thaiikfplly accepied hi* pn>- 
■visiona, B.nd were ajbved Jrom dontb. Suppose he used 
nil the argument and meana that he wisely couTd to 
■perauado the rcEi, hat that, uutwithst^tnrting all hia 
heneTolenl efforla, they adliorudto their reqobrtioD, and 
prefarred death to snbmiseion to hia proposals. Now, 
suppose be had piii-fRct knowledge IVom the bi^gimiliig, 
of llie issue of this whole matter ; wonM not the quw- 
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tion of life and doatli be aa entirely open fr)r tJje dauiiiiDii 
of uvfry iudiviiluAl ua if hu liiicw nothing nbnat it ? 

IX, 3oiu« mfiy iiak» wby jIocs God use nuaiiji witli 
the non-elect, provided hii is CQrtmn thai tlioy "ill not 
accept ? I answer, beesnse lie dcagiitt Ihftt tliuj shall be 
witUout QNCU30, He wDl denionBlriitc liip willingnHS^ 
and their obstiufiisy-befovo thft iiiuvprKP, He vrill lid 
hia gfinneiiEa of thoit blood; and altlmuDjj lie known 
that their r^eatiun of tlio oflor wiEl only enhance Uieir 
guilt, flnd ajf^rawatc tSieir deep dniniialioa, sIjU lie will 
TQoke the D*1er^ as there is no other way in whieli to 
illuatrate hia infinite willin^iM to Eavc tliemj and thsir 
perTcfee rcjeo^ud of bie grsca 

Lastly. God rpjjnirea you to give ull diTigonco to 
make your calling and olectioii Biire- In ohooaing ILb 
elfct, yon mnst nnileretujid -that ho lism tlirinvn tlie 
respoo^bility of thejr being SLVcd upon them ; tSiat llie 
MrJiole ia auapcndcd npnn their ciinai;nt lo Ihe tenne ; 
ynu are all perfectly able lo give your eonsent, and lliis 
mnmrnt to lny hi^ld On ?terii?tl life. IrrespectiTO of 
yonr own uhiaeo, no election Ofm Gave yon, aad no 
reprobation Cf^n dnmn yon. Tha apitst and the biiJo 
ss.y Oome; let him iJiat hoato^ eay como; let him 
that ia alhirat entne ; and whosoever will, let him takg 
til'! walcra nf lif? freely, Tlio rpFiponBibility ia youce. 
God diica all that he wiatly con, and elialLongsB you to 
allow what more he could do tliat ho Iiup nut duue. If 
yon go to h^JI, yon must go etaiiioJ willi your own 
blood. God is dear, iingela ore olear. To your own 
Master you atiind Of fall ; incroy waila ; tlio Spirit 
etrivjH 1 Jcsns stands at the door and huock^. Do not 
tlion petvtil tliia doctrine, and niako it an wsafliofl of 
fltumbling till you an; iji the depth of hell. 
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REPROBATION. 

JuLUIiJ] vj UO-^ — '^Ir^pcubBlo |]].-ii£tiill mor rail l^iom, Ivvrf^ tlifl 
Liri] huh rcl^rlpil cbeui.'^ 

Thehe -wnrda wero ^okon of a gonemtion of Israel, 
with whom find had need every Huitabin meini to tc- 
eLaiui and save Xhum ; and who hud witliatood them all, 
und had remained obatiuut^ nnd impenitent to the last, 
Gtril Miya til thoMS, " O daughter of iny people, gird 
thcc with Hflckoloth, and wrdlow thyself in aahra ; maks 
thee nioiirnijig m fop an only son ; ^Doat bitter Inmcu- 
tations^ fer ihe spffllec aJLaD suddenly eome upon lui." 

*'I have Bet thee," he snya to the pi-ophclv, ^'foca 
tower ajid u. fortreaa arnong my people^ that then 
loaycst know and try tlictr wfiyn. iTiey are all giier- 
ong ri-voltum, walking wich aJandera ; thej' arc brnw 
and iron; tlioy are all rumcptcR. Tlie helkvra are 
bnmed, the lea.d ia cuitjumcd of the £rcj the fnnnder 
melteth in vaiiL, for the wicked arc not pLuiiltod awav. 
Reprobate ailver aholl men mil them, hecanart the Lord 
hath rejected them." This \i a atriking instimce of tlte 
nac of figiirative langcage in the Bible, rw the heat pa'^ 
liiblu mi'flira of convoying truth. Literal iangnagc may 
vuiy it" moaning; may ho nnderaftiod dsffensntly by 
different ii I dividnals, and ehango witlithc lapwof ycaTH; 
bnt figLrriitive langiiAgo al^aya r^roaius the ^me, con- 
veys the same ideas in all agea and to all nations. Here 
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thp peo]>li! of Ipirae] were coiiLpui'i^ft Eo moUl, wbich a 
refiner vnis trying to purily in tbe fire- Tfie meftiig 
"whicJi Gnd had mcil to sanolal'y tlicin wee coinpured lu 
fire. Mid the refinT is represented lui hii^iii^ r[|.l^td hia 
heitt to snch a degrefi aa to bnm the bellows, and, as it 
■wtTC^ to consume tht iiid,al itae]^ by tlio int^imityof tljo 
beat ; and yet could not suiicffiod lU aopatftEiiig Uja diosa 
from Iho silver- He then pninouin^i* it wpcohate, or 
refuse ^Iver^ fit only to be thrown ai^'ay. Tluit i3j tbo 
hoDN of larael ■mere incorrigible; nnd the moro iftre- 
mioualT God pr«fled tbfi mGEuia of their annc^fiontion^ 
the more did their rejirobttoy luicl otstinEifiy manifeet 
itself, God therefore decWiid th.ul ifiiiii should call 
lliem reprobate, md shonld miderilanil mid. sity tliat 
llie Lord hnd rejected tliem. 

You will pereeive thftt ray presPTXt object ia to dijcus 
Ihe doctiine of kil^kobation. The followiog ia tlie 
firtier iu whith 1 ^liarll prejn?nt the subject. 

I. Show mbat I itnd<T^taniE hy the dijctrine. 

I!. What ire not thfl Kftwms od vh^i^h thia dnetrine 
ia founded. 

III. Wha^i are tiie reaaona. 

IV". ■Wlieiimen ary repi-ohated. 

"F. "Why the teprolja.lo wei* cr&ateds 

YE. Tbit the reprobate are not lost because they 
ivere rapiobaled- 

■^'IL Tlial the fiaWation of ibe rcpichate is atill 
fliispcnded upon thpJt own tlioice, and put witbin their 
qwu jHiwer. 

VUl. Tbat the doctrine of reprnbnVtian. is just. 

IX, TjmhL it IsimpatLijd, 

X. That it if. benevolent- 

XI. It in tbt best tlijn^ tliat can be done fui' the 
JLiiivcrse, nil iliingB cunuidered. 

XII, IIo'w it may he known who an' repiDbatcs. 
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You Vl^lI SCO tJjat I miiat ^try much eomJense what 
I debign to say uiuiet uatb of these hrsn^s, and coDteut 
myaelf with giving but un outline of this imporlaut 
doctrine- T1l(! aiihjcct ia so eopioua, that in luokiiiy; 
over it, rijy iiiriid htis haen cmhsiraKed to kuuw what 
to leave out, rathor than wliat tu s\y. It k like a mine 
of t-uJd — tlie deeper you go t-ha richer tbc vein , 

I. What ia the duclriutiof reprobation V 

The term aignilicd nomething r^/flfi. _^rf ror ff*&/fl^'fl3- 
ii^eckd Hi of lic itsc To reprobate a tbin^ iu to jtu- 
nomioo it good for nothing, nijected, cast a™av. The 
teprobahj am ong mankind wa tbey wbo are to be loat; 
tu be cast out from thf? prtaencc of God and the filoty 
of big powor far ovet. It is oo part of my preEOnt 
dBdigE to pfove tbat any pari of mankind wilL Ijg finally 
loat- I itni. preaching to a wngregition who admit lliiri 
lo bo true. Tn attempt to prove thia, thcrefurp, ia 
ijimeursiarj and irrelevant on iba present ocuaaion- It 
vi only iitfcoasary iiovr to aaythfit those wlio vill be 
finally rejeotod and lost ars the rcptohates. 

H. I nin to show what ace not the i«asons npon 
which this doctrine is founiled. In oilier words, what 
em not Ibe rcaaoTW that reprobates are luft. 

I. Not bceauae God has any malovolent feeiiuse tcj 
.gratify, or any ill-will towurd them- Hia feeliuga aro 
fliwayfl ontirely honcvolent toward al] his crcatnr&j. 
Ho never feels TnalevHjlently toward tlio nioatwii^ad 
beineie in tbe nnlverse. lie hlajnes them, and feels 
prioved and indignant at tJieir conduct, bat ho ia never 
ninltvolent. God is often reprerented in tko Bible as 
boing angry with tho wirkedi and tbcRu rtpitflentatious 
aril jnat, and l^p flibte means aa it says j he is 
angry, but hie anger is not roalevubnt- IIo jijifl the 
feelings of a good, govcryor* who aees rebels arrayed 
against tlie government, introdiwang disorder* and 
destroyir^g public and piivjte happinn^M, God feels a 
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bcnevolunt oppii^ltiyn to guch condact, a holy iiidlg- 
nation, jit dcgrcb e^iiaJ to hia love of virtue aehI I]a.])|n>- 
noaiir HJs love lo tbe pntlic ^inl ]|i»li«i liiiii raaolutB 
ftiiil firm in eseciiting tlie lawft ^aluat thecn. 

a. They arc not reprobated bucause the gloiy of God 
or the inwrcsE of tbe nniverae require llioir dajiiuatiodf 
if thtiy will rope-iit. Some have repreMiiLed tlia reiffo- 
tiation anil <l^inniitioii njf a part of uiaukiud sa iudifl- 
penasibie to tbe ^lory of Qud and tbe good of tbo 
aiuveree. They have auppoeed tba,t God's wholu morftl 
cbarattex could in uo other way be dipplayod. They 
auppoqe that iid'rtii^ the utc&fiary meaas of the sreateet 
gnofi, and that Qod decreed tbe sina, tlio reprubacy, and 
dainnatioD of the finally imptiiiteut, 3a Iho only ijiean^ 
of 'leyelnjpinsj befoiij the uuEVtirse the whole oirole of 
Divine attribulefe, and producing upon tbe wbofe tlie 
grealeat aniouiiL of good. That conpfiqiienlly, bo roally 
prufets tlie esiatem:o of eio to its non-oiiatuutu, rcbellinu 
to obedience, the djQination o£h part of mankind to tJie 
salvation of ihe whole, Nom» I look u^xin tliin to lio a 
dan^oua enor ; to be highly ilisliononrable to God, 
mjuiioHS to ]iis goytrninEntj and in a hio^ degree 
cali;iilaltid tu itir up i-ehellion agaiiifit hie iliroue. I (lo 
not Bupposti that sin is tha neefetary niciaiLi of the 
great EBt;2;ooih and I looli upon puninhmont fw rendnrod 
Deeeseai'y ouly bccaupo morjii agent? Iw-^ie not bEteii, and 
■will not be obedinjul^ witliout wicnessiflg execution of 
laiv. If all t!ie suhjactR nf God'a govenjincTit hod 
Dontinuud ohidicint, a practiial illii9tra.tiun iy( Divine 
juBtica liFid beoL uiiwiKod for. If withont tbe inflictJon 
of tliepenAJty^ail God's Bobjocte ha J c^ontinued to obey, 
it would not bavij hixin to the glory of Gud, hut to the 
iufinilc dishonour of Gud* to have sent Any ono lo hell. 
Suoh ptr<>iig mflaaurea is thy execution of thn iufi-nito 
penalty of G^d'fl law, ao far from buing ca)]^ for In 
tLio Qbstraotj sjid rasentJal to bis gloTy, are only Tvar- 
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rantable and appear glorious in him, vvlion flU niilJep 
means fail to procure and perpetnate obedienoe, I 
would ask, Wn'liat i» tin- paHicuTir nsc in deve]o|»i>g the 
attribute of justn^, bnt' to procure respect fijT God'a 
authority^ and thus aeonre obedience? But if men 
were obedient without ihig practical iUuatratiion or 
Bshfbition of jifalace, certainty punishment wonld be 
nneaUcd for. 

God's glory rej^aired Eliat men ahonld be reprobated 
and damned, simply in view of Che fael, that tltey 
vjoidd ain and perafit In r^'beSliiii] ; not that bis Jjlury 
required both tbcir itbellJoii. and damnation^ In pre- 
ference to their obedience and salvation. 

3, Men are not reproljated for want of any anfficiency 
in the atonement. That h an injuriau^ represeutation 
of the atonement, wbicli exhibits ic aimply as a com- 
mercial tfnu^ctioD, ab if the p^rsonp in the Godhea<J 
had made a bargain, in which the Son agreed to pay 
the Father ao niueh Buffering for so much ein committEd, 
like tlie payment of a piflmissory note, the exact amount 
of suff^ijcj- paid by tbe eurety wluoh is-as due to the 
gUilty, This jb injurious in many respects^ 

First, it CTLcludea the idea of raeroy from the goTorn- 
mcnt of God ; for wliat grace or meri^ is there in 
discharging an obli;<Litiujj v»beu the debt is pald^ Fur- 
tlieimure, it is gaining notblng, if Cliiist must ha^e 
suffered just ha much as ^nners nould have aiLffereil, 
had they be Dn aenttobell; tlicrr is just aamuck buffering 
in tho univfiiBO or if Uio ponulty of tbi.' la^v had been 
viatnd upoQ the hjjud of every sijmer. Some who have 
UJaLntaujed tliia idta of the atoiieiiLent^ Lo avoid lLi« 
inevitable concluMon, that it the debt were literally paid. 
for allj then all wouJit bo f^avod, liavc maintoiubd diat 
no atoLJoment wiu] uiado but for the eluclj ajid represent 
tJio noii-eteot aa entirely ui^providcd Tot iti tlie atonc- 
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ment as tJie dcviU aru. Tiiia ro])rtEeiitH God as having 
sold tho elect tn liie Son fur b> iniicli, risiJ an kaving the 
r#3t to g4^ to hell witliuut itiiy Llionce for aaJvatiun. 
Neither Jiiy BiIjIo, my iutedecl, ifiy cunacicnce^ nor my 
iiftiJt, win for uiiii inomBnt admit aueh a "viovr of the 
at^intiniBnt to J>a true- Tfie aloTiemiiit la a tmn^action 
of stich a natnre us to i^n^er llio ealyiition of e«erj 
pinnGr pngsibJu, but not ualculatud nor JeaignRrl so to 
pay the debt of Piiy BiLDBViie to triiike hia salvatiou ;iii 
net of juatiee. It providea for the adviitinrL of all lueii, 
but ijf it^If iiiiLkes diire tliL^ aalvatiijn of no lann. If 
not oun lijid bfitin vJiva\, it would hiiV! ruflecfced ioJiQito 
glury (in the eharpdEir uf God ; diajiliiycd; in ihe most 
striking and impreffiive tnaniior, liia whoTc heart on the 
BLihject Lif hialitw, it[iptuco[ila,peniJty, andthedeMrtof 
sin; smd ifaUmonshDiildrtjiioiil, it would still b^glori- 
ouEL^aiicI tliruwa railiancti nnmnd the acpptrc of liiti lus- 
tier that vfiynlii ligfit thfiir footatcpa to tJie gatoaof liell. 
Bui, in. "SVbBl. aru tiie i-est&jjm why reprobates jire 
, reji^otfid &nd Icfit 1 

I, Bocauffl thoy atif uTi willing tehe&aFcd; tliat is, 
they flto iidwilliiig ta hu saved on the terms upot* 
whidi aldue God am coiisiatently suvo them^ As\ 
ffluiinrs ivhethcr they ii.re wilh'Tig to be saved, and tfiey 
aJl aay ye^; and witti perfect &i]iccrTty Ihay m.iy tav 
thie, if tliey can be -iiivcd upon tJieir own terms; but 
T'ben yoii propose tii them the timis of siJtpuoti upou 
which ttio Goapct proposes to aaTo theiu; when tlmy 
ara required to repent and hf lieve the Gospel, to iurmlse 
their sins, and give tbeiaselves up to the aarice of God, 
Ihcy will with une cOEfiGnt hcgin to mjtto eicose. Now, 
to uocept these terma is At^oftiiy and praciK/iHv to 
coiu^iit te them. For them to say that they ace willirru 
to oceept salviitien "while thpy actually do not Mcqit it, 
ipi to nttcL' an infamous fftlsehoodr To be willing Ju to 
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fii«fipt it; and ttefacl thjtttlieydo not heartily consent 
to, find embrace tJie ti^ims of Balvation, iademenstratiou 
abaolnte, that they anj unwiUJiig, Yea, ^Lun^^rv^ the 
only terma on wliith yon can pesrnbly hi- sa^eil you 
reject. Ja it net, then, on insult to God ibr yoM tu 
pretend that you iire wi3Iiiig? 1 hu only true reason 
that any of you are not OirietiaiiSj is tliat you are 
unwilling ; you ai-e nut made unwilling by any act of 
God, hecauae yon ace a reproljaCo ; hut if you me a 
reprobate, it ia ItKOiise you are Wiluillinff. 

But do any of you object and sty, wby does notOod 
make nfi willing ? Is it not temn&o Fu) has reprobated 
lis tliat ho does not change onr hearta and make ue 
wilSing? No, ainner, it is not hccauae hfl has repto- 
bated yon, but bucause you are ao obstinate thai he 
cannot, wisely, and in oonnistency with the public oood, 
take BucTi coeasurcs an will convert yon. Here vou are 
waiting Cor Qid Us make you willing to go to hcairen, 
and all the while you are diligently using the mcaus to 
gel to liellr Ycft, wierting yunreelf with greater dili- 
gence to get to hell than it would ctat to inaorr; you 
salvation, if applied with equal zcsi[ in the BBr\ice of 
your God- Tou tempi (rod, and tJien turn xound aJid 
iisk hijn why ho doea not make you willing ? Now, 
sinner, let me ask you. do you think yon are a rtptu- 
bate? Ifpoiwluitdo you ^link the reason ia tliat has 
led file luiiiilcly benevolent God to reprobate you? 
Tho'emnst be tome reason, what do you aupj?iise it is? 
Did you ever seriounly aak yourajlf, vphit h tlie reaaiin 
that a wiae and inflailely bcnevcleut Cod haa never 
mrjis me willing tu accept ealvation 1 It niu6t be for 
one of tJie following renhonn ; dther 

He ia a malevolent being, and desires your dim nation 
for Lis own bake; 

Ot liB cannot make you willing if he would ; ■ 




Or, you lirliQVP in Biich fl TDiinncr tlint, tn his 
infliiitfly henupdlcnt mind, it appcarn irn^Tise Ki take 
ancTi A ft>"P^ aa "wonld bring yon ti irpcntftncY- 

Now, which of ilicac dn you tliink it is ? You -phR 
Doi* ptob&bJy, take the grniind tha,ti]ie ia malesoknf, 
and dcairea j^oiir daTitiULtion becaaae lie d--lig}iLfl lu 
i&iwry ] nor wiJl yon, I fuppo^o, tolw tlsc groumi tliat 
he ooiild not convert yon if he would. 

Tlic other, then, mnat ho the rcRSon : to wit, that 
your hf^u% nn'l cnnifnftt, sjid gtiibbormiEffl, arc ai> 
abominable in hig i^gbi tJiat, everting Mnsidured; In; 
sect ibat to usu ^iifib further means -willi yon aa to 
snoiite your cDnverdion, would, upon the whole, do 
jnore ImcE than good to hia kingdom. I have onrt time 
-to-night to BngiCnte ilic qn<>Htion, wliether you, sia a 
mocjil ^ent, coidd not resist any possible anLonut of 
-irioral influence tliat ixmld be bronglit to boar iijion 
youj <ron&is(eiLtIy "witb your nioia] ftosdinUb Tliat 
.9pl>jftCt r design to diacupfa on a fitiir? Mciwion. 

I>o you ii&lt how I know tbjii the reason why God 
does not itiake joii ■^-ilLlng la, that he aeea tliat Jtwould 
he unwise in tiiin to do so? I answer, tlint Jt is an 
itresistible in&frence from iheae two facts* that lnj ia 
infinitely benevolent, and tliat be duts nyt attualiy 
make you witling, I do not believe that God would 
neglect anylhuig that he ■■aw to be wise aad benevolent 
in the great n]att<?r of Tnnji'a sEiIvaiJon, WJjo oiiii 
beUflOft tlat he am give hia only befjottsu aud iv^ll- 
beiovcd Son to die for sinnevst 'Hjd thou uwglnut any 
otliur beu^voLvni jiL?aii9 fov ^eir ralvi^rioii ? No, ^ioDer! 
if you are leproljale, it \i because God foresaw iJi&t 
you would do jiist as yon are doing i that you wonld 
b« BO wicked aa to defeat all the eflorta tliat he coxild 
wieeiy ma^e for your aaJvatioii. What a variety of 
laeanA he Lad usod wi& you ! At one time he haft 
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thrown you into tin? fui'nniji? of affliotiunj and when 
t]iia ]i93 uot softtiiiod you, , be lias ttirned round and 
lotuled you with hendita. He bae becit you hia word, 
lio liaa atrivan by hia Spint, |he hau allured yon by the 
croffi, be baa tried to melt, yon by the grosuiinga of 
Calvacy, and tried to drive Joii back from the way to 
dcathbyrolljtigiiiyoiireareihethmi dors of damnation. 
At ono time clouds and dix^kpetia havo been round about 
yon; the heavens have thundered over your head, 
EKviue vengeance haa hnng outfall around your horizon, 
the portentous clouds of coming wrath. At another 
tjme mercy hnn smilrd upon yon fcom abovo like the 
noon-d£ty &11U, hryukiiig tliniugli wi ocean of atorma. 
He urges evi?ry motive ; he Ifiys lieaven, earth, and Imll 
inider perjjotual contrihutiana, for conaidcrationi to 
move your atony heart. But you dr^afen your oars and 
close your cyta, and b^rrton yonr heart, and aay, 
** Cause the h<ity one of hrjr£\ to cease from before na." 
And whab in tlio iiiferenoo from oil tbia ? how must all 
thii euJ 1 Iteprohate aLver ahjill men call them, 
beoituse the Lord hath rejccled them. 

1 V. When are men rcprrJiated ? 

lat- As it repn:wrii3 Gnd, from eternity ; but as it 
rcpresonte men, thoj are reprobated when they become 
refjstf and good for notlring;. Ah Odd knew fioui 
eternity how every event wfmld bs; how every sinner 
in tlie uniTecfti would behave hiiuyelf — as thi? was 
alwajg presajit to bJB mind aa much aa it ever will be 
— hi? deciaon iipon it all must have been tfiai otemily 
just what it always will be. 3o fsj aa the making up 
of bis own mind h coflceriied, be needa onLy lo have 
ail the evidence in the caae^ and tbia lie has always 
hadj aa mnch FkS be ever will have. If, at the Jay of 
judgment, be will aee cause to reprobate tliem and send 
tbein to bell, he has ^ways seen tbld eauae, aud always 
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been at cue iiisnfl upin tbip bubJQct. But sn fur oa tTip 

reproliiLtra IheiiiaeWai ftHi ooQcemEid, tTieybecome rnpm- 
laifs ■«lir:Ti they ii4irtiiia(^(>uBly a.nil Ciially lefliflt^ t" 
accept eternal lifs on tlic. terms uf th^ Goaptl. "IJir 
duftttinfl of rcprobntioii is juftt like tlur doctrine of ele<s 
ticai, in this respect, as exlttrng in tJie luij^d of G-ini ; 
like »n other puviinwa of i^e Divine mind, it is ctcrnnl. 
He has no new tlioiiglite, nur nyw knowledge, nttr 
purposes, nor designs ; but Ji£ it ree;ni^w us, reprolaation 
ia ju9t like pleetion, conditinnid, a contijig&ncy. It ii 
juit sc QH evar^ other HaljjjHst ! dijiil'b life acifi deitJi UTe 
all fixed, and Ells diiya unjlnanibercd. Gifd has bet the 
liounda of his habitation tliat hu cannot pass, and filJ 
the CTTGunistanees of Lie ItFe and de^ttk iue settled; yet 
who does nob know tl Lilt t^O timcf of every inan'a d&illij 
an far ae he himself ia ooiiecnicdi ia a inalter of entii-e 
con.tin'HiDcy ; t>ia.1i his diiyK may be lengthened or 
shortened by 3n9 own condiiet; lliftt years and Beores of 
joaiB may be added to |* Eubtracted from his liFe^ 
tliioiiflh the iTustnimciitdili' of Ina own ae^ncy- The 
fact of ila being settled iitj the mind of God does not 
alter the contingency with regard to ua. it Is to us 
jufit aa umdi a miiBsr of contingency aa if neitljer God 
■DOT any Iw iog in tlie nnivef ae liad any foreknowledge of 
the event So In rcgnrd to onr nalvatioQ or dami^tion ; 
althougli God i^ pcrfcctW acqndnted with what the 
Tonult will he, still the ever^t is to ua jiiat aa couuo/^snt, 
aiid juat aa imich suipcndrd upon nur own voluntary 
flgeney, b£ if God fen^w ooEliiiig about it. The Bvcflt 
abnn devstopi^ to us whatiwaa beG>ro a certainty in Uie 
■mind of God. 

T, "Why did God. create the rejirnltate ? 

If Gcid kisew befoeehand tliat snch miiUituden would 
sin, and behave tlflmwW^q au wiukedly, that he ahdidd 
bo obliged to csat them off for cvor, did he not oceale 
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them Oil purpoRO to damn tlioin V Z answer. No. Ho 
jnade them imt to damn tlietn, bat for other and im- 
portant purpmea. It in true Uiat he knew they would 
bo damned, and ci-«ated th.^m notwithatandin^i; thia 
kuowL'dge. It ia not for this re&aon that he created 
tEiciu, but in. apitc of it, Ily liad olher and ao weighty 
roafioue for thwlr cctjilinn, that he <!reated them for thrao 
beireBciHl reawns, not for the purpose of sending them 
to hell; but So urgent were iJie reasona fur tlieir 
orpatiooj tliaE hp proceeded^ Jiotwithstaiidiiig the know- 
lerlgo of their frightful end was full befoio bia mind. 
TheiT) arn insny wibo and henevoieiiE porpoaes answered 
by iJie eKiateiiiw of leprobatps, ibat we can di^etn, and 
doubtleH, many other rea&ona with which we ahitU ba 
ai^uaiiited hereafter. Li apite of tbar wicked inlentioDs 
God niakca uaeof tJieiuto do a. great deal uf good. The 
devil hiiQseir liaa liccn an unpurtant uguut in some of 
the looet gloriouG tranfiactiona in the univeiBo ; hui no 
thaTffca to him, "When lie put it btu tlie heart of 
JudflP to betray Christ lie inaiiifeeLly intended it for 
cvii, but God meant it, and overruled it Kr good -. 
iioithcr he nor Judas intraded to glorify Ood ur benefit 
irinukiiid; but they actually were both coucerued in 
laying the very comer-stojio of man's salvation. 'Wiuked 
men are often m ata^oiiB indiapousable to the welfare tt 
eocietjb Tbe eHiatenco of raprobateu iu Indi^ipensabEo to 
the existence of the oloct, for they are often the p&vents 
of the oteut ; whiro thoy thomseLvis are <™fct away in 
oonseq^uenoe of Wieir PjbeUiou, Ihoir chiidren are ofteL 
converted, ^snctified^ sind eavi;d. 

If the non-elect were never ercated, the elect could 
never live. In building up the kingdom of Cbiisl, God 
often omploya the h^nde of wichud men. To be sure 
it is nab iheir intentjon lo build up the kingdom of 
Godj hat th^ by such a train of events, that m the 
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purauit of tl^cir Rclfiah [TiJy tisoy nre often itiatmintitt^l 
in proinoiJDg hi^ tingdojn. 

Tliert ia ft wicl^ii^ niQn who hatea God and ifeligifjij ; 
lie lijvca ■the ■world. iLini ia hcurfdivf;^ lip a great deal ff 
wealtli for liJs childiTn. lie gives tliini a finjihbd 
educa^on, ^eaigng thom W shiuo iq tho world, and cares 
nut ho" miicli iiiJDiy they di> Lo Ihe cante ofCliriat- 
buC God mwK tliom by his Spirit, lyiJiveiiB ao<l 6ane- 
lifies th^m, and UaJs tlicni Iq JtiVoto tlifi bard carninga 
of tlieir iLigodly -fittlvpr to the buililing; up and estenaioii 
of Ills holy kingdum ; thna prorin^ tlia.t *" cbe wealtii 
f^tUe wicked ig laid up for tlicjn^l," 

VI. I am to %hnw that iiuai ace not lest becnuse they 
are i-f^pcobated. That ia, their reprubatinQ is not tbe 
reason wliy tliey atf loat. God doua iiot cundemn tbcin 
btcauss tbey pre rcprcbatetl, but boomeo ihsy ara 
"mioked. It 19 their 't'"" let that leftila him to Bend 
tbcni to bell, aud not big act in rcproliatiiig Chom, Ue 
leprobatee and puiiiahcft tbein for their rint, be^^uea 
tJjjt, ill Bfate of all hv cniild v/iaely do to roakim tbum, 
they -"'ouM remain In their MQa. Ho iilwnys forepam 
bow wluktfd Ihey would be, ind always dtffgoed to 
treat tlioui aci:ordingIy. 

Vjr. Tilt Halvition or damnalann of tha roprobatB is 
ftuspeudfid on tbeic own choicB. 'i'liLi, uinnRCj is the turn- 
ing point. If you clnKoe tho v,ilj of life, you will be 
savod; if yon i:.&iiMetbe way of sir, you '.^'ill bo damned. 

Your ciBfttioii aB moral agentf*, and making you tho 
Huhject of moial gHjvernment, agapends youv salviLtion 
npnn ynur o^vn ulioice, and rendeca aalvatioa imposaible 
to yoii ill any other wjy. ff you are rpprnbaled, it is 
hecauBB^ben tlie choice ia ^ven ymi^ yon clioijwnrong 
and obstJnateTy persist in it- The reiiBOii why God 
rojncts yoii ii because yon rejoct him. Ha repfobates 
you beoQAiso you reprobate him, Hedota it beuanat' 
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yon do it, and IJr nu otrier reason. Dnt will ^nift 
object, and say the heathen bad ncTer the offev of 
HllviLtioEii Si.nd thf decree, tbertfoie, re6pei:[Jng them, 
innet have been iiTespcetive of their con<I net ? I Miswer, 
thia IS fl grand mistake. God judges men aLcording to 
the light Ihoy hav<f, Tbey that an without law, shall 
also pcrieli wiitbont law, etye t}ie apostle PanI ; and 
they thai ain unn^erthe Uw, aliall be judged by the law. 
Tlioae who liavo only the light of nalnie, if ihey l-npro-ve 
and obey tliat light, shall be saved ; tab Paul affiniie 
that the heathen do not (!u tltia. He rays that tbey aiu 
unwilling to rcUaa Qi>d in llieii' koowledge, and that 
ff>r thia tuaaun tkny have changed the glory of ihe 
incorruptible God into tho jniagp of coiTuptible men, 
and fonr-footed bfauLs, and creeping thiugjj, hO tliat 
thny are without eiccuflo. They violate their own rules 
of action ; they do what they knew to be wrong ; their 
thouphts nii^nwhile acensiug or else excusing one 
another. — Tlmy pmctise tlioaa thingE wliicb they coo- 
denin in others, and thiH pae? gontcnce upon tliomselveiB; 
anil for fcbts Ihey may be juatly rpprofaaled- 

VIII. Heprohoiion laju&t. 

Isitnot jiist in God to let men have thoirowD eboicB, 
(speeiallv when the highest posaiblu motives aro hold 
ont te tiiom a!i Indiicemeiite to chooae eternal life? 
"What I is it not just to reprobate men wlitn tliey 
obstinately refuse salvation ? "Wlien every tiling has 
been done that is eon-qstcnt with in-iinlte wisdom and 
benevolcEice to iave them ? Shall not, men bowdhnglo 
be ather aavcd or lost ' What shall God do with ytfn ? 
Yon are un-willing to bu saved; why tijen should, you 
object to being dimned ? If repiubati on under these 
circumatanccs is not just, I challenge yoUj sinner, to tell 
what ia justr 

IX. ileprobationiaimpfO'tiah 

BB 
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27s BEPlfOBAlTOU. 

It has alwKTB baPii fuunil convenient l>y the npjinsera, 
of piflctiiiji fliul reproliitjui" to ropreseiit tlipm nn pftrtifil- 
Tf fcpy partiiil be raeaot that aome are e]eotod aifH rurt 
othargitliJLiiminf' are reprubaLKil and not others; in otiior 
wonlfl, tlmt a pJirC of iii,iiitia^ onlv are elected or 
n>pri]!batcd ; I liavy no olijenliyTi^ to llic brm. But 
if by" narJiial vns arn to iiiideratainil any Dndim favour 
toward one^ or wai]t of fxToiir to Che other; if by 
purljality bti meant tliiti God reprohaled aorti? rather 
than othote^ on aocount of any prejudice or improper 
bitts iL^insb thorn, or onaccaanl of any particnlar dialike 
■ftiiiufi tie felt toward them more tliEiii toward the elect ; 
if this he what ia iiiOiLnt by a. pBrEJrCI roprohation, I 
iittorly dony it, and muint^n that reprobation ifl untiw^y 
impt^rUii]' Xbat ie an impaxtid act that takes into view 
uLI tlie (arcumatonceft of the oaso, a"d ecla for the gaiersl 
good witliuut aay imdiiEj bins in favour at against any 
one. I have aJttwly endejivonred to slioiv, tiie reaaons 
for leprotiftling niunera ttlate en^relj to tlipir own 
wiGkodneffl* and the public mttrest ; tlie public intereat 
requiting their ifiprobation and danination beciuse tbfly 
riifti3c to ohoy Ctod. 

X. RepruhuLiim is benovolfint. 

It waa bonuvoleut in God to cEGate men, thovigh he 
foi'fflffiw t]iat they weukl aiu an^ heccme reprohato*. If 
ho fflC'esaw tljnt npon tlie wbolt lie could insure auch an 
Binoiint of virtne a^id li^pjiLneaa undeJ the io'fluen<* of 
Tnonil govorniniintj as to counterbalance the fiin and 
misery of tiieau who would to Lojrt,tben CBTtiiiuly it waa 
n diclate of henevolonoo to cceate thtm. Tlit queatLon 
wbh, vpheUier moral bonga fiboold by cieated, and moral 
gOTemment eetablinlied^ wheo it vn\s foreseen that a 
great evil woDld.b*:theijioidental oonQe[|uence. Whether 
(liifl would ho benovolfliit or not, muat turn upon the 
qnfstion whether a good might be Htcured tha,t would 
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.inoro tban narantfctaismce tho evil. If Ae 'irtu' and 
liapfineisB tliat <oold be sf tnred by tlie jdmimtliaticiii oE 
iDcnl govmnjneiit, "cmlli greatly outmoaeutc Ihe mm- 
dmlal evils irlaiug out of a dpfeclion of It part of tllK 
stthjecta o( tliiB gDYtiBDiett, it is niaDilrat Ilial a Unly 
iKnevolBDt mind koM change lu cstal.lidi tha govem- 
mcal, -tlis attsaiJanl Evil? lu tlio contrary il{ptwiili=itnni- 
big. Now. if tliose who ire losl defeeri-e tUeir misery, 
Bid litiiig it ui>™ ttemadvfa ky ttieir own dinice "lien 
they Illicit havo biisii tavod. tlieii cirfaiiily i" their 
damnation thors cait ]n notliing incoliaslBit "■itll justice 
or bMievolenoe. God zamrt have B moral goywomeni, 
or lliere «ui "ho no such thing 115 holinets in the created 
uuiverae. For bolmess in s creatiire is jicthiBg else (1>an 
a voluntnry mnformity to ths govemraent of God. 

Doulitlees (Jod vicvra the lo?! of the sou! 11a a grent 
evil, and 111! !Ljwa>-s will looli upon it Be such, and vronld 
gladly avoid the Ims ot every soul it it wors tooMatent 
■with the winf M idrainistratioii of his govornment. llow 
slanderous, injnriouB, and otfcnsice to Gud it must bo 
then, to say tliai he cteiiled MTiners on purpose to damn 
them ! He f«iiira ftith all the tender jearaiDgi of » 
iatlier over tlimo whnm lie is obliged tj) deBtro)— ■" Do" 
aliaU I give Uioe up, Eillira.inl ; bo" ahail I deliver tbce, 
Israel; how shall 1 make llieo as Adraah, how shiiU I 
sot tlicc uu Zoboim ; lay hea-rt is tjrned williiii. me, my 
rsprntinmi BTB tindled iogeflier." And 110", snner, can 
yon sit keie and find il m your iLcajl lo accuse the 
blessed Ood of a wanlot benevolence? "O yeserponls! 
yegciismticnof vipois!" how can you eHoape tlie dani- 

ua-tion of licll f 

XI. Eeptobation is tlie best thing tliat coji he done 
for the univeioo, oil Uiinjrs cotsidired. 

anocaiejieilijtrot Ihelaw.althougbinlimte, mider 
,tiie wisest possible administration of moni! ^uvcmmeut. 
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cooJd aobiecura uDiveraal obeJlencei mid ance moUi- 
tuileu nf sinn^ie will uot b? recbiined and aav«d ly Ebe 
Giijqiiil, oDi: of tliree tiling muBt be dL>DU : eltlitir naoraJ 
govprnniejife niiist bo givea up, or lliB wickt^ luust be 

Annihililt^l) IT ihby snaet bu reproba.ti^il ond mint tu LsU. 
Now, thai muraJ guvemnient sfiould be given up, wiQ 
□at be ijrcttndiiii; atJnilulal^DiL AVOuldDOt ht jui^^ in- 
flEmudi HE it would aot be vifii^ng sbi ivitb whai it 
justly dnsjrv^e. Nqw, as einnarfi rsdly desiirve eternal 
dpfttb, and as tlicir puiiiHriinnnl muj' be nf real vaJuii to 
tfie univoi^ in croEtting a teapeot I'lir tlio autboriiy n£ 
Gud, ^nd tbi[3 j^tr^gtliening Ids goycmniKnt, it ie plain 
tLiat tlioir n^probfltiuiL cuid daniDatLciu is Fur tbo gciit<4'4il 
gifld, and making tlin boGt uao nf thG wicked tlia,t i;iia 
bu mnde. 

Xil. Huw it miiy ba knuwn -wlio are roproliatcE. 

It may be difficult for ua to isccrtajn wilk cortninty 
ITV this W4icld who ore rcprobntiia ; buttfieru aie &o niEiDy 
marka of riipruh»tiort ^vtii ill tba Bibln, that by a sober 
and jiidiciDuaiiiYHi^gution, we may furiii a pretty correct 
opicim -wbctiiET we cic thode arourid UB a,re rcppohiitffl 
or nfit. 

Iflt. One evidence of rcpmhatiLin Is b- long coniaE of 
prosperity in sin. The pftiLlmiit l*ya i1. down as sneh in 
the fi^rd Paalm ; — " "When the wickcl apriu^' as thfl 
Crii33» and ■wli'^ri nJl th^ workcra of iniquity do Eoari^b, 
it LI tbal they ■ahall be dcsttnyed for ever." God oftmi 
gives tlio wicked their portiiJii in tliia world, and leta 
tbem proijper and w:« fet liJie g. flt;vUfd ok, and tben 
biingB them fortb to the slaughter- " Tbc wicked arc 
re^rved iiiiEo the dny of wrath." Wherej tiierefofp, you 
iM sn individuiiL for & Ion*- time proaperin^ in bis sina» 
there is fearful rii.lBOn to feiir tbat man is a reprobate. 

2jii Habitual neglect of (he mcMi* of grace isamaik 
of reprobatJOQ, If nien are to bo saved at dl, ft is 



EEl'liOHATIor^, fiSl 

tlircmgh the RBiLcti&eatiuu of the Spirit and bebef of the 
truUi ; and U will probably be found to be true that 
nut aoo Id MothouHuidiji saved of tbose who TjabituaUy 
absent -theiUffllvHs from pkces v^beto God presents bia 
olaimSb SiimetitxieSt 1 know, a tmct or the conversation 
or pmycr [jf aomo frictsd, may awaken an individual and 
Joflxl liim to tlie hou« of Qod i but as a general fnxt, if 
ft man stays away fiomtbc oieana cf ^race, snd neglp<^3 
his Bible, it is a fearful sign of lepi-obicy^ and ^at he 
will die ID hia sin. He ia voluutary in it, end he does 
iiot nogleuL the means of grai'i! because be is reprobated, 
but waa reprobated benause '^^►d fureflaw that be wnuld 
take iJiis uoursc, Suppose a pestilence were prevailing, 
tJiat Wdfl <«rtnin to prove fatal in every instance where 
lim appropriatfl rranedy was not applied- Now, if yon 
■wish to know wbose days wore numbered and finished, 
and who ainoiip; the wtik wKre oeiLain tii tbe witb the 
diaeams, if you fouwd luiy among tbem n^kcting and 
dflepising tbu iitdy appropriate rtTtiedy, yfju wouhl know 
that tlioy aro the persons. 

All' this was known to God as i^ertainly beforehand 
fUi a.fterward. Now, if you witib to know who are 
reprobates in this iflty, or in any city or village, look. 
abrDBdnpoiithoimdtitTjd9ofSabhath-bi*akcrs,5vrearera, 
dpinkBTB, and whuruiaongej.'B ; upon theyuun;T men. that 
*' iiMBenibJn in troops at the barlot'a houiie i" or Lbe bojrs 
BJid young men that yon may see assemble mt the 
Sabbifctb beff«^ grog-sliops, or at the corners of the 
aircota, with Uieir oi^EiTS, tboir bloatrd dieeks, and 
awoUpn blood-ahot eyeu, Look through tlio Itngtii and 
breadth af tlic land, and pyp ths llioueandfl of young ufen 
who ajo utteily neglneting and deapiaiufr uLeiJial m,l- 
vation. O liomhlo] |K)or dying yonng men, not one 
in a thousand of litem 16 likely to bo Bavtd; perhaps 
some of them came from afiiuiily of pmyer, where tliuy 
bd2 
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■cseJ to kiieol mrmiing aiii cvBiiing arannd tlie domp^tfo 

altar. And DOW wIiulii mo tliey ? and where &re tbpy 
crjinpi Thty ore ftlriiaUy ^vittiin the Bweep of thut 
mijKt^ whirlpool, whuei: circling ftatere are iriiwifig 
th<Tii nearer iiud neiUffl' the roaring vortux- Tlicv (Ifince, 
and trifle, nnd nport tlismselvca- TLey h&ed doC the 
Yoice l^iituriefi Trcpin Leaven, injr thy wail that &>incp up 
iroiu helT, hilt tuiarfir and uKtrer, wilU Qccelei'atftil mmJoD 
they circle round anil rifund^ ull tliey arc awoUoweil up 
ajid Inat in the abys of -lamniljon, 

3td. Where persons &rn cntarelj deHtilute oF the 
sttivin^ of the Spirit. I spooi nul of tliOHC who M'Ht 
heard tha Gospol ; hut in goHp^l Iannis il 39 doiihtful 
whethur any, except tlicj" are given np of God, Mvc 
■ftitliont murii ur leas of the BlrLviiigb oE the Ilolf Spirit. 
Where, tTiGrefora, it h frmnd tlut liis atriyiags havt 
entirely cwiaed witli aity mind, tliat soul liM solemn ajid 
aJarmirtg evidence that It ia given up of God. God 
saya, " Ysij iJao, woo unta them when I i^opart fmm 
thtm." 

4th. Wheie persoiiB hmt pamed through a revival, 
and lU'e not conyartedj it affords erideucc that they aeo 
reprabatue. t mean here, nol concLuKve, hat yircsumptifle 
evidence ; and thia preBiimption grows stronger and 
atrongor every tiiiLB iui individual parses ?uch s scaiDn 
with<int conversion. It 18 common for persons in scasona 
of revival to have more or Icsa convictlcn, but to gnnve 
away the Spirit, Some suoh persuns are perhaps here 
to'uight^ and pcrliaps drejtinin^ away OJie more ofer f^ 
eWmal salvation. If yon have once re^i^tfld the Spirit 
tiHtil hft ia quunohcd, 1 havti hut little hope sJiJit itny- 
thing 1 can aay will do you any good- The great pro- 
bability V, that you will be lost. 

5th, ThoM who have grown old in sin, are probably 
ruprohites. It is a vAnma and alarming faot, that a Taut 
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majority of thoae who give evidence of piety, are con- 
vertad under twenty-five yoara of agi:. Look at tlie 
history of revivals, and aee^ oven in thoiK tliiit have h&d 
ths grcftteat |JDwer,howfewagKd pcraons fire converted. 
The men wiio are let upon tbc attainment of aonia 
worldly objcctn, and determined U- iceure that before 
they will attend to religiouj atkI yield to Uie claimH of 
their Maket^ expecting aftervnird to bo converted, arc 
aJmoat alwayb diaappoiiited- P^noh a cold calcukiiuu 
ia odious in th& sight of God. Vr'hat ! take ad^-antage 
□f hitt forbeaianco, and aay, tliat because lie is merciful 
you will venture to continue in Bin, till yon havo ecciired 
your worldly object?, and worn yoncsnlf oul) in the 
aervico of the devil, and then turn your Maker <jfi witU 
tbo jftdcd rerana^rt of your abused mortality T Youneed 
not expect God to set hia seal of approbation upon svxh 
a oiiluulation db this, and aufler yon at Inat to triumph, 
and aay that yiiu hi^d eerved the devil aB long as you 
pleased and got to hei'ven at last. 

You ef^Bucha manpaa^ijig on from twenty yeai« old 
and upwards, and the probabilitie!? of hie eonveraon 
fearfully diminiah every year. Sinner, are you forty 
years old? Now look over tlicliet nf mnvemiona inthe 
last revival; bow few among them are uf your age ! 
Terhapa Snne of yon are fifty or sixty 1 how aeldom can 
you find one of your age converted. Tliero irt only here 
and tlicre one; they are few and far between, like 
beacona on distant mountahi tops, scattered aparseiy 
abing, jitPt to keep old sinnei'^ fffm abaoliite deapnir. 
j\gcd sinner, it is moifl llian fifty chanceii to en*; lliat 
you arc a reprobate. 

(Sth, Absence of ohatlJacmeritfiia a sign of to probation- 
God ej^yn, in the eplatlc to the Hfbrcwa, '^ My son, 
dc^piae not thou the chaelening of the T^ord, nor faint 
wlicn thou art t'cbukcd of bsm ; for -whom the Ijord 
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loveth he dustenelli, md SM-ncgeth every son "lioni t' 
rf ceLvoth ; if ys endnre nhastening, God diHile(]i wifJi 
jnn as ajns; for wliat i»n is lie "Iwm llin father 
cliasteneth not ; hut if ye be without dioEtiaeiiienl, 
■whieiBofslIatepiiriateia, thenarayebaatalda, and not 

sons," 

. 7fli. "When men sire olmstaned, ind not roformea 
by it, it is 1 roBik of reprobatiuii. A ]ioet liaa said. 
" "Wlien pain cannot btes, lisu'en quits na in deapoir." 
God iajs of snoh, "Wliy should yo be sttieliRn nay 
tnotf; ye will revolt moro and more." "When your 
aiai(*iona are iinsajictified, when yon harien yonretlvea 
■under his alrjpea, wty should lie not leive you lo fill ay 
iho msaanre of yonc iniquity ? 

Btli. Emlirioing damnable, heresiea is another marl; of 
ireprobntion. 

"Wliere persona Eeem W> be j^ven up to hebeve a be, 
ibere is solemn reason foi- fearing that they are among 
the* number upon whom God sends strong deluaioiis, 
that they may helieve i lie, and he dsmned. beeauae 
:lhey believe not tJie truth, biit had pleasure in un- 
righteonsnesB, 

Where yon see persons giving tliemselvBa up to such 
delnsiouG, the more honeMly they beliei-e them, the 
greater reason there is for belioviug that they are re- 
probatea. Tlie truth is so plain, thai, witli the Bible in 
your hands, it ia mxt to _hnpoBibh! to helieve a fnnda- 
meutal heresy, witbont being given up to the judicial 
curse of God. It Ja an liMd lo believe a lie, witii the 
,tmth of the Bible before yen, that the devil cannot do 
it. If, therefore, you laject your Bible, and onibiaee a 
fnijdamentiil falsel.ood, you are mote stupid and be- 
jiishted. tlion the devil is. When a tuaii professes to 
believe a lie, about the ouly hope of liis salvation that 
remains, is, thai he does not c^jrdially believe it. Sin- 



ner, beware how you trifle with God'd truth. How 
often have individnlls begun to argue in favour of heresy 
for the aa,ke of argument, and because they loved dobale, 
until they have hiially come to believe tiieir own lie, 
and are ioat for e^er ! 



1. The salvation of reprohaiss ia impoasilile only 
beeauae they make it so by their own wicted eonduct. 

3. God will turn the damnation of the reprobate to 
good aceount. In sstabliahing liis government, he fora- 
saw that great evils -would be incidental to it — that 
i.iultitadea would sin, aiii persevere in rebellion until 
Ihey weie lost, notwithstanding all that coold ton- 
sisteutiy be done to avve them. Yet he tovnaw tliat a 
vastly greater good would result from the vu?tue and 
happineaa of holy beings, and that he, also, could maUa 
a good use oven of the punishment of the wicked. Here 
is an instance of the Divine economy in turning evciy- 
thiilg to the best acconnt. I do not mean that the 
damnation of the wicked results in greater good than 
their ajilvation mould be if they wonldrepent. Ifthar 
aalvation could bo secured by any means that would 
eon^st with the highest good of tlie universe, it would 
be greatly to he prcteired. But as this cannot he,^ha 
will dn the beat that tlie nature of the casa admits. 
When he cannot save lhein,he will hy their punidiroent 
erect a mounmcnt to bis jnstice, and lay its foundation 
doep in bcTl, and hujld it up to heaven, that being aeen 
afar off iu the smoke of llieu* torment that ^cendeth up 
for ever and ever, it may cvar aland as an alfecting 
memento of the hatHulua^ and deaert of am. 

3, It ii very wicked ond hiasphcmoaa to complsin of 
God, when he has done the best that infinite wisdom, 
benevolence, and power could do. "Who should com- 
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plain ? Surely not l^c elect ; they liave no reason to 
tomploiii. SLiU the leptobite complain, wlien lie lias 
.actually forocd upon God tlia nocessily of giving np his 
eoyermriftDt, or of eending liim to hell ? 

4 Eeprobitaa ai« bound to pc^ss God. Be biis 
created and given yon maoybleeeings, sinners, and offcra 
jou ctontal life ; and will you refnae to pritiiu him ? 
■ 5- Old bas every Tftasnn -to tomplftln of you, dnuer. 
JHow niudi good you might do I see hovr inuoli good 
.individiiale hitve flfteu donel Nn-w» of all Uiegood yon 
.miglit do, you rob God. While eternity rolls its sver- 
lasting rounde, on bow ninny etraiida of lo'c yon iiiigbt 
go, diffoang bappiiiesa to tbc utmost ix>unda of Jsho- 
vah's empire 1 Bnt you retnao to obey bim ; you are 
.in league with bell, and prefer to scatter fire-hranda, 
MtowB, and death, to destroy your own sonl, and load 
^Jtberfl to perdition witls you. You drii'e on in your 
career, and hnlp to sot in motion all the clemenia of 
rebellion in oaith and. bell. Will yuu oompUin of God? 
Ho has reason to eoroplnin uf you. Ho ia the injured 
perty. He haE created you, has hold you hi his hand, 
-and fanned your heaving lungs i and in cctum, you 
have breathed out your bi-eatb in robollion and blas- 
fhemy, and contempt of God, and compelled him to 
■pronounce yon voprobate. 

6. Thero is reason to believe that tliere ore nmny 
reproba.tiB in the ehureh. This is tbe probalile history 
of many ptofesora of religion. Thoy had eunvietiona 
.of sin, and after a i%hile their diatress, more or leaa, 
suddenly abated. If tbeir distieaa had he™ condder- 
ahle, if the Spirit left thonl, "Uieir minda woidd nituriiHy 
go tcwiird the ii^pnaite eitjremo. "When their convic- 
tions loft tlifin. they thought, p«haps, this was convor- 
^on ; this very pei^.hi^ created a sansation of pleasure, 
and tha thouglit that this &lt pleasmo was eTidence 
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thai they were converted, would naturally increase thdr 
eonfidenoe. As thou- conSdence inirceased, their joy at 
tlie thought of hoiug saved would be inereased. This 
selfish joy has been the foundation upon which they 
have buiR their ho^Ki for ctomity ; and now yon see 
thom in the church, tranaacting huaness upon -mrldly 
princlplea, pleading for sin, and Rtiding a thouaaini 
apologies for eonformity to the world. They live on in 
ain, perhaps not oidy Tieious. hnt negligent of duty, 
cold and formal jeprohites, and go dovin ta hell from 
the bosom of the church. 

7. Bepnihatos Uvo to fill up tlic measure of their 
iniquity. 

We are infiimied that the Amnritea were spjred, not 
beeanan there waa any hop6 of their reformation, but 
beeiuse Ih^ir cap of iniquity was not yot fitlL 01n?ist 
sijd to the .Tews, "Pill ye up the measure of yonr 
fathers;" and Cod siXi to Pharaoh, "For this very 
purpoFO have I sustsined thee, tliat I might show in 
thee my mighty power.'* Ob, dreadful lliought 1 live 
to fill up tlie measure of your das ! the cup of trembling 
and of wrath ia also tilling up, which shall be soon 
poured out to you without miature, when thtre ahnll 
be none to deliver you. Your judgment now of a long- 
time lingoroth not, and your damnation slumbereth not. 
3. Saints aliould not envy sinn)?rs- 
I'he Psalmist onco had this trial. Tie says, truly, 
" God ia good to Israel, even to such as are of a dean 
lieart; but as for me, my feet were almost gone; my 
" steps had -ivell nigh slipped, for I wae tTivk>ua at the- 
foolish, whoa i saw tlie prosperity of the "wictad, 6jr 
there are no bands in tlieir death, but their strength ia 
firm. Tliey are not iu trouhte iia other mfn, nffltlier 
are thay plagued liiie other men. When I though-t to 
know tbia, it ^vas toa painM for ms, until I went into 
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the wnctuajy nt Rod; tlien undctstood I (Jisir tn^. 
Surely tlmii didst let tbem in slippsry places, Umu 
castedst tbsm down into fleetroctlon. How iire thoy 
brongLt into dernktioii as in a moiiiBiil ! lliey Me nttwly 
consnnied witK irtror." How can i aaiiil envy them, 
standing upon a slippsry stoop, with fierj' billows toH- 
ing beneath iim? "their feet sliiill slide in due lime." 
ChristJans, don't envy l]i9 ivleked, tbouglj they enjoy 
the wealth of tlie world ; du not nn-vy tlieni ; Toot erea- 
tnra I thar time is Bliort, they Imve almost hiid all 
flieirgood thiugs- 

pH>bn.b!y (hero are indi'idnala hers, io ivhoni 1 lave 
been prefiehing, that have not been in the least beneBled 
by anything I hiive faid, or conld say. Yon lave eet 
jouraelveB lo oppose God, and have taten sueb an atti- 
iude, that tiiith never reaches you to do you good. 
Now, anner, if you do tbti, and gu hcrnio in this ataW 
of mind, to-night you will have additional evidence that 
God has given yon up, and that you nro a roprohale. 
Now, will you go away in yoni ans nnder tliese cirenm- 
stances? Don't tall! of tho doctrine of election (IT repro- 
bation »3 bein^ in yonr -(vay, No man is ever repro- 
bated (to any otlicr reason than that he is an obstinate 
anner. 

Have you not to-night been listening to find some- 
tliing in tliis sermon that yon can stumble over! Take 
tats! if yonwi&hto cavil, you oao always flncl occasion? 
enough. Sinners have stumbled over euory other doc- 
trine of the Bible into hell, and you any stumble over 
thia. 

What would yon say oE any man that shonld go 
homo to-night and out his throat, and say tie did it 
because God fotelnsw that he wonld do it, and by 
creating him with this foreknowledge, designed that Lo 
dionld dn it ? Would saying that escu!* liim ? No. 
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Yet ho is under jcist as much necessity of doing it as he 
is of going away from this honse in hi? sins. 

Yoii only show th^t you are diitermiiied to harden 
your heorli, and resist God, and thus compel the holy 
Lord Gfi t« rqeot you. There is no doctrine of tho 
Bible tJiat can save yon, if yon persevere 'm sin, and 
none that can damn you if you repent and embraee the 
gospel, Tlia blood of Christ Hows freely. The foun- 
tain is open. Sinnere, what say you ? Will yon have 
cternalhfe? Will youhave it now,oiwill yourejeet it! 
Win you trample tlie law under fbot, and siiuinblB over 
the Goepel to the depths of hell ! 
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SERMON XIJ. 



I.OVE OF TEE WORIiD, 

Jflira ii, 15 — "Lo'pc turt llbon^rtil.iielldflf thft iLilng?ihnTirchnric 
■ft^orlfL It niijm^Ti life llic morlJiHiulovtor HicFullifL iBnum Liui." 

Jit di&cissing ih.h %ubjfct, I shall piii^Eie tlie foUu^iiig 
i>rder : — ■ 

I- WL^t vhB are to imiUfstaiirl by tho Idys of tlie 
wnrld,. 

n, "Wlio Tovfl the world in this eeuse. 

III. Thnt iiff^r 'Itf not love Goil- 

I. TYLiLt !u-e Wfi to mnJcrgtand by the Inte of tliR 
vporldr 

1- Negativcl^r The love of the vioiM here spuken 
of, iH not every kind or degree of de&ire fccc worldly 
□bject*. God hna so eon Fti Luted us, that s, ei?rtiiin 
Bmonnt, Jind cerUiii kinds of -worldly cbjetts, are iiidia- 
penfiable to our exifltpiico- We need food and raiineTitj 
implements of huabnndry and trade, and various worldly 
thirgB; the proper desire of which ie not anfiil, nor 
lucoDMatenTi with the love of God. 

But to love the ■worll ia to jna^ ■jcorldly Ihuiga iJtE 
prittdpat ohjecfs nf ^m-^ tmdfmr^L 

To love iAem, and desire th&n more than to lovft God 
B»d Man, to be snore anxiorcs to olitain E^fswi, and spend 
more time in tlieir acquisitiou, than in eBbrta to glurify 
God, and sa.ve the smifa of men, le to love the world in 
the £^BS of the test. "Wliorc the love of God and of 
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men is Eiii)t«lie in the licart, there may he a aniCable 
for worldly objects; hut -wliere an individunl 
inanife^r^ a dispu^ition togive tlie Bcquiditloii of wenltli, 
0[ of viorlilly ibjerfs, the profeienoe. and aims rather at 
obtaining worldly things thaa at gloritying Gfci md of 
^tying good to men, it is certain tlint the love oF the 
world IS snprerac in his lieart. 
II. Who ilo tlds ? 

1. All who cheat and defraua to ehtam the things of 
the woi-ld. That a ina,n who will dieit and dBftand hia 
neighbour does not h)ve him aa ho docs himself, is too 
jnmiifeat to inquire proof. Thai a man who wiLl diaobey 
God for the paipoae of ohtaiiiing worldly goods, does 
not lovo God supremely, is, self-evident. Nny, that ha 
lows tlie things of the worhi supremely, ia a aluipla 
matter of feet. 

2. All those vrhuae flnsietiGS and oaree srs mostly 
about worldly things. If they are more careful for tba 
thhi^ of the world— more anidoue and eiinioat in the 
pursuit of tJieiii thMi iu (rlonfjing God and in duiug 
good to men, they love the world supremely. 

Objeetion, But ih Miy of you asli. May not i man 
be aaiiooi to obtain worldly things for the purpoae of 
doing good with money ^ I answer, A maji may he 
deairoiis to obtain money for toe purpose of glorifying 
God with it ; but in tbat clips, the pralcipal auniety, 
and qaie, and doMro, would not tenmnMs upon tlio 
inquisition otuioney, hut npou tile «ti which lie hoped 
lo MeompliEh through its instramentahty. To aopiioac 
that a man, whose supreme object ia to glorify God ajid 
do good to man, should eunoem himaelf jfrmdpall^ 
about worldly things, is the aame ahsnrdity as in sup- 
pose that ho WIS more aniious about the means tlian 
about tlie end which he hopeil to accompliah by lliesa 
"laans. It is the end ibat gives vdue to tlic meaiii. 
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Jt is the and tlia,t is the mnin uljccE of tbonght ojid 
of desire; and to suppose that a man'a uiixicti^a and 
ca.res "would clnater a,bont tlie means of effecting tlie 
end, Tajihur tliaji about ihe end itself, ia plainlj- absurd 
and impo5flble- 

Suppose a gentlomiin waB engaged to ha TBATiied, ajid 
Baa commentnid a. joiiniey for tljat purpose- His heart 
is groatly gst upon tbe and he liaa in I'iaw ; Jind is it 
likelj that eitbci: tliB deligbfs or oajea of hie journey 
tHU 0t(iiip7 ujijtB of bis tlioiightg^ and abaovb moro of 
Ilia afTectionaj tlian the object for ■which ho has unddr- 
taken tbe journo}' ? Wlio <foea not tnow th,it in such 
a, ease, if his heart was greatly sat upon the uhtaiiiing 
flf hia bride, ha would jjaes from biiige to &Cage witlioxit 
Ixiiiig hardly eongcious ef the incidents tliat occmred in 
Ilia pi'flgrcRE? His lu'ide and Lis mardage wrOiiLd fill 
np hia tbonghtti by Jay, £tndbe theeubjoot of LiadLcama 
by night; iind £ill !hie cares imri de^res, that tlie etagee 
and Eiteajn-beats shonld convey Itim more rapidly, would 
■be for the more speedy accompHeliment of big bean's 
desire. And now, shall n man who loYes God miprenielj% 
aud who&e 'lesnv fur UKrnoy and for worldly gooda is 
that he may glority God and benefit manleind tljereby — 
can lie be so ansions and so buay about tlie means as to 
loaa aight of the end ^ that hia interei^t in the ewl to be 
aooomplished ia a^vallowed up in aflbcts to obtain the 
Disans? Tliia cannot be. And no-w T appeal to the 
two elaaaes of persona already mentionod; you lliBt 
praiitiae frauds and tate advaiilage of tb& ignorance of 
men, and overreach and cheat them in little or great 
things — do yon pretend tn love God ? If so, you aie 
an aiTant hypocrite^ 

And you, v^ho iire fiDed witli cares about worldly 
tilings, whose time, aaid thoughts, and aflectiona, are 
Bwallowed itp iu efforts to obtain them, know aesuredly 



L 



LOVl! OP THE WOULD. 2J3 

tliat you love the wDi'ld, and that tlhc love of God ia 
not in you. 

3d, Ail those Vihv conatdt only their own interest in 
the transactiou of bndnsse. 

God requircE you to lovo your Tieigbboup ag yourself. 
Agjuu be says. ^^ let evui^' one look not upon hie own 
tbmge, but upon the tbinga of othevs," ^* Let every one 
SRi^k not hia owii, but anotbef^s weaJtii." Theae are 
espreaa requirements of God ; they are the very spirit 
an<l ftubstance of the GoapcL Benevolence ia a flearo 
to de good to others. A willingness to deny bbI£, Gjt 
the purposeof proniotingtho interest of your neigbbour, 
ia the Ydry spirit of Clirisfc, it ia the heart and aonl of 
biB GospoL Noiv, Buppoao a man, in bis bargiuns with 
others, aims only at promoting kia o/cn interest : he 
seeks not ii.nether'5, but his o-wn -wcaltli. He looka not 
to the welfare of others, his eye and his heart are upon 
hia ovi'ii side of tka bargaiiu Pie dgea not aim at bene- 
fiting the individual with wliom he transacts huaincaa; 
hia only object is to take care of himself- This i? the 
very opposite cf tke spirit of the Gnspcil. Does this 
man love kis neighbour aa himself? Doea beloi'e that 
God flupremGly^ who hag prohibited all aelfiahneaa, on 
pain of etetnal death ? No ! If he loved God, hswonld 
not disobey kirn, for tke aate of naaldng money- If he 
loved his neighbour as himaelf ; if he felt that it "wrw 
more bleasd to give than to receive; if he bad the spirit 
of the Goapel, he would of course feel and manifest as 
groat a dcfflrc for the intereat of tlioae -with ■whom be 
deals, aa. for his own interest. He would be as auxEous 
to give, aa to get, a good bargain ; nay, he woidd be 
mere so. Self-denial, lopromote the happiness and the 
interest of otLiers, would be bis joy, would constitute 
kis happines, "would be tbat to wbicli he would be 
inclined, of conrse. And now, lot me aak vou who ai* 
c c 2 
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here pteaent, lym yon deny thig jknnciplc ? Wliet then 

is your BpirituaL sCatflT Ilave you tlie love of God^m 
you.'i How do you trajiaact husinp^? Do yodconault 
tlie interest of IJi06s with "whom you deaJ, ns much as 
you do yoiir own ? i»riii j^U yoni- b:i.rgaiii3, do yon aim 
Hiinply at securing ii, profit to yooraclf ? If you doj tlifl 
love of Gild is not in. yon, Yoit have liot the beginniug 
of piety in your hosjrt, 

4tb- A}] thoEn that feci cliagrined Mid grisvcd. when 
they ■find that the person with whom they hn.ve dealt 
haathti best of the b!Lrgiim, and has miuta fi gma-ter 
profit than themselvea. Now, if il nmn had tlie spirit 
of Christ, bo would r^oice in tliis. It would be the 
thing; jLt whioh ho vjociEd. aim, to henefit tlie indiTidiml 
■with whom ho dcals^ as much a& po&sihle ; and if he 
afterwards Ifiarna that he has made a good bargain, and 
had been greatly baiieited hy it, Lt would gratify hini 
all the uiOK. 

Now, how ifl it witir yuu, my hearem ? Ho you -find 
yQurBelvea gratified and delighted, when yun find that 
yoii have greatly conttibuLed to the mtetest of tlioae with 
whom you deal, in having given them tlie beat ade of 
the bargain ? Be bonrst, try yonrHelt by this rule ; aee 
whether yon love your iieighhour ss yourBelf; 6CC 
whether you love God supremely. Ha requii'ea you to 
seek, not yonr own, but your jieighboor'a wealth ; to look 
not npon your own interest, hut the intercut of otJjeris. 
Have yoQ the spirit of these reqiiiTemeiitu ? Have you 
the spirit and tempor of that God who lays down this 
ruk of flctioii? If not^ you have not the love of Gudin 
y'>u. 

5th- All those who will n:a,ke bargains only when 
they C£in make a profit by it. 

There axe many who will never trade but whontliey 
can piouiote tlieir own inteitatj it matters not liow 
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much it might bonefit anybody ef*e- The interest of 
the iiidividiial who dp^rca to innkc the bargiiii with 
tlsom, is not taken into ^le aocount at all. They do 
not think "f making a bai'giwn to benefit othere^ and mill 
turn away from the proposal inaiEmtly, iinleSB they tan 
promote their own Bcifieh ends- They will Htaud and 
bow, and be very piccoiDmodating, iind kind, and atten- 
tive, while there is any proepecl oC their making a good 
pcr-centage on theic gooda; bnt the negotiation iabrokeji 
off iiistiuitly, without courtesy or good breeding, when- 
ever it is sGi.Elcd that they oan make nothing t^tlie 
bargain. This showg Ihal they do not consult the 
interests of those with whom Uiey deal, and that the 
wotM ia their God. 

6bh- All those who wih take advantage of the igno- 
rance ef those with whom tliey deal» to get a good bar- 
gain out ijf them, love the world supremely. 

Osses of thJekind often occur. A tii^tomer cornea 
in ; beia instantly meannrel from hoad to foot by every 
e7c ; they siu'vey him all around, to see whirtlier he 
nndorstJinde tlifl value of the aitieles \vhioh he wishes to 
purchase ; whether it will be difficult, op otherwise, to 
get a good bargain out of him ; whether it wiU do to 
set the prioD of goude high, and how high^ and whether 
it is hkely that ho will buy much or little. And it he 
wisliea to make a heavy bill, aome of tlic first articles 
for which ho inquires ai-e put low ; luid thus baits are 
laid to lejwl hiiu on, ft'om fttep to itep, under tlie idea 
that all the aTtiiiles aii? htv.'. All bueh management as 
this is supreme BElfislintiBB ; it ig fra-nd, and the very 
opposite of the spirit of Cliriit. Fop snch a raaa tu 
profes* the bve of Guil is naked bypocriay. 

7th. Those who will BcQ ifi^.iaBE articled to men, for 
the sake of profit, liave not the love of God in ihem, 
A man that docs thii cannot be conaiilting tlie 
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iaterist of his neighboiu- at i\\]^ Hs must "be acting on' 
principles of |rurc aelfiahnesa- He takua the money 
without iin equivalent, and conawite tlisifc thf-y slionU 
*' spond it for that wliidi is not btead, and their labour 
Cor tint wliitih liitiefieth not." This is the direct oppo" 
site of thci spliit of Chrigt- 

8th, All \vho acll htirtfitl atticlo, for tlie Fate of the 
profit, hjivft ncit tha lovu of God in them. 

The man that -will sell artictta of kouvm psniicioiis 
tendency to liie feJlow-men, for the aake of gn,in, has 
the vorj spirit of he!L Sliall a. fnaji, wlio will bgU mm, 
or maka whiRliey, and deid out death and damnation to 
mun^ Eind iDuke tliem pa.y fi>r it, and thns not only 
poisitu them to deathr, bnt "worse tliafl tob them of theit 
money, sball he pretend to love Ood ? For slianie, thou 
hjTWCiitel thon Wi'ttoh ! thon eviemy of God iind tnan ! 
thon wolf in the dotliing of a sheep 1 IjiLyiia.de your 
mask, and "writa yom' name Saton on yoiir aigii-bowd- 

Tliere vxe thoac that will aell articles that ace not 
only uaelpss, bnt hurtful; iujsmuob as they are de- 
signed to promote the pi'ido BJid -vanity of men, and to 
trLketlioir hj'urra ffom God, and fasten theni upon the 
hairblea and gew-gawa of this vain world : to tempt 
thfc deceitful bearte of mcsi^ aifcd enligt them in the 
thastt of i^bion, and gaiety, and woridliniHB. No'w, 
instead of being pious, they who do this take the devira 
pliioe^ and teLipt maakind to aim 

Sth- All Ihoae who tranaiLOt buain^i^ upon pTincip[B9 
of commercial juBlica, I'jLthar than on prinoiplea of bene- 
volence, love the world auprcmely. 

BuMneee priaciplesj or the prifii:Ep!ea of commerciiil 
justieo* arc the principles of aupreme eelfiybnes. They 
have heen eatabliahed by selfigli men^ for aelfigli pnrpoqes, 
without even the pretence of conformity to the law, 
of love. Upon fcheso priiioipleH it is neither demanded 
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noroTipBctcd, that anyone should Hi^ek anotho^s wealth ; 
but that every one ahoiild Cake eare of hinigelf, purebaso 
as low, and sell a* high ae he can ; tako Bdvnntage of 
the state of the market, the ficarcily of the articles in 
"wlii'sh he deals ; and, in sliort. to go the whole circle of 
Bslfiah projects, to pj'OiBote the interest of self. Can jt 
man love God suprEmcly, and hia neigldionr aa himself, 
vuho d&ily and liabituallj tj:aji6aeta hnsineaa npon the 
prindplcB of eommerdjil jnKtice, fonnded, aa they are, in 
thii,t which is the direct opposite of the requirenienl of 
Gird? Jiivery day eni^agediii bwnes transactions, the 
Mum and aulmtancc, the aggrcgJite, and the (tetaJl of 
which are designed to promote selfwiierext ; that do 
not even pretend to aim at tlie promoliioii of the inter- 
t^t of others; but self ia the beginning* the middle* and 
the oni of the whole matter. 

lObli. All those who engage in busine^is, to the neg- 
lect of spirilnal GHorciapE, love the world gnpremely. 

Many prpfeasorH of religion seem just about as mncb 
determined to do good with their money* ss f mppnitent 
fiiiHiGiE are to repent. They profiaa to engn^ in bn^i^ 
noes for the glory of Qad, bnt biBtcad flf u9Jn_^ their 
jnoiipy for tliia purpose, they enlarge their capital, ajid 
their biisine&R, and traiiSEJOt biisineas upon the principlfcB 
of worldly men, and practiae upon themeelvea a con- 
stant delusion. Instead of laying ont tlieir money ad 
ihey go along for the huildi^ig np of the kingdom of 
JftSifS Christ, they add their yearly profits U ihair 
capital, "until nearly their whole time, aud tlinughts, and 
iHecticne^ are en^roaaed with money-makin^r, Now, 
wliy do you not see, who pracliee this, tliat you are 
deceiving youiaelves? 

Tlie only way in whidi money can. he used for thff 
glory of God and the ejood of men* i* to pronnrte the 
spiritiiiility and holiness of men; am! if you pursna 
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ttusine^'i in a wiy that ifl incoiisi&teiili with your own 
spirituality, y"U nilglit aa well talk of gotting druxik or 
swencing for the glory of Gad, aa of mEikiD^ money for 

IiiB glory. Far yuu to neglect communion with <>od, 
uiilec the pretenw of mykmg money fyr libi, fa eliaer 
hypocrigy. If yon prefer buyrnpsa to prayer, busy 
yoorsslFCG in your nl£ccfl, ttud ahupa, and bu^nrsg, and 
neglect jour cloaets, the lovfi of God ia not in you- To 
pretend thit yoTi love God ig just aa abanrd as to sup- 
pose thiit yowr eagemise to nmke money for the ^ 
of God, Icrids you to neglect commuuion ivith him, i 
that yonr great 2eal to serve him, and great luvo fov 
him, leads you to nf^ot communien with him, and 
bfitftko yourself to ToaTfing money. 

11th. TlioBo who ratfkc thair bd^inee^ an excuse frw 
not attending oieetingg ajid usin^ menna for tho convar- 
aiOD of einnei^Q. It in niE^nifeBt that audi pctaona Are 
not trtmfcacljidg biiemcaa for God. Tho only possible 
use of making moiniy for the glory of God ia, to use it 
fnt the conversion and sanctiHcation of sinners. This is 
the great end of doing biisinoi^ for God. But to he so 
buay in making money, as to neglect to ninhe diieot ruid 
pei-BOnal effbrta for the Gonveraion of dnnere, ia ibeiird ; 
it proves to a demojistration, that tht ohj^^ct of mnfcing 
monoy ianot to convert, and sanctify, and yave siDnei:9. 
In. Buch a cose, it ig plain that money la poiipht from Uie 
love of it, and not foi' the pnrpose of building up the 
kingdoin of Jesiia Christ, 

J2th. All those whoso busiiiee& divei'ts tlniir thoughts 
and ajicctiona from God, If they were tritnsHCting 
bursas for God, the more busy and engaged ihey were 
in his service, in doing hie will, s.rLd in mdiing money 
for him, the mote would he be present to all their 
thoughts, BJid tho i^epep and miirc mellow would be 
their piety. 
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InJth, All rich men love tlic world auprenjely. Jeeiis 
Clirist has said that it is eiiaer for a camel to go through 
the eye of a. needle, than for a rich man to enter the 
kingdom of heaven. Yes, you aay, this is true, if hfi 
sets his heart upon his riches. JNow, what I affirm is, 
that Qi'ery nth man umi^ the Go^}d, does set liia heatt 
upon his lichea. If he did not he would not be rich- 
If ho loved the kiiigdoni of God tuprmidy, he would 
givg his riches to promote that kingdom. We.alivays 
do that wliich we upon the wbclo eliooHe to do. If you 
have money, and Bee an articlo of fiimitin?o, or difSE, or 
iinything clso that^ upon the wliole, you prefd' to any 
given amount of nioney, you arc certain Ui make tlie 
exchange, and give your money for tho article, if it is 
in. your power. Thiaia jiist as ceclaiii as it ia that your 
choice gnvcmB ynur condnct. Now, if a man loves the 
Lord Jehuh Chnat and the souls of men moce than he 
docs his money; if, upon the whole, he prefers the 
glory of God and tho solvation of men to his own sellish 
intercals, it is as certain that ho will cease to be cioli, 
and give hia uioney to promote thowi objects, aa it is 
that hia will cimtrola hh aotlens. So that a man being 
rich under the gospel, when it is known that his money 
can Ijc used for the glory of God and the conYersion of 
souls, ie demonstration absolute, that he lovts the world 
supremely. To say tliat he ie rich, but does not set his 
heart upoD richea — tliat he continuee to retnin his wealth, 
and yet does not Set his heart upon it, ia manifestly 
absurd and blse. Fur, uertainEy, nothing Unt a supremo 
attachment to it could cause bim to hold on to the poa,- 
acf^oii of it, sviicn overy wind is loaded down witk criefl 
and besceobings to send the bread of life to tlioae tiiat 
are ready to peri eh. 

But perhaps some will say that much depunde upon 
the iB&truoliony that rich ppople have ri^ived— that 
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thfiy may be conacipntions in tlie bclier thiit they may 
lamfatlif !«toiTi and enjoy theit wealth. I answer that 
tliis does not icllBve lie difSoulty, for tlie q^uestion ia 
not what thsy niny lam/nUit do, but what they are (Ki- 
posed to do- Suppoao au affecttonato wife to havo a, 
liusbaad in Blateiy, wliom she tenderly loves ; Iho prico 
of tig rMiMDiii is (ised, and ehe» by iier earnings and 
attvin£^» ie dtt^rniined to pay the price. See liow eLq 
■will behiYB berself. Of wbat use is it to t«ll liec tlaii 
she may iaiefalt^ pirrcliaBE ftucL aj-ticles of dre^ mwl 
eonvenience, and that it ie lamfid for lier to liiva the 
comftirla of life— -will alio eo lay out her money ! No : 
she will scarcely allow liasalf it pair nf shoes. She will 
practise the moat ligid economy, and talie a eatia&etion 
in denying herself everything Irot the ahsilutely mdis- 
pemiblcEuflife, until shohasmndeoiitthe sum demanded 
for her huahani'a rajiBom. It ia of no use to preach t^i 
hsr of the lnwpilnfa of appropriating hei inonoy to 
other purposoE. She has ons all-absorbiiig object in 
iiiew. ^c -values money only aa tt "will contribute to 
the promotion ol this object. No false iust™etion, nor 
right instruction, in regard to the Inwfalim! of nang 
her money for otlier purposes, ivUl altfr her jaracticc. 
Every penny that eho can spare ia laid out for Ilia pro- 
iBotion of this object of her hearfs desire. So, if a man. 
lovo God eupromoly, if he long for the coining and 
prosperity of his kingdom mora than for anything olao, 
tho iiuGstion with him will not be whether he may law- 
fully enjoy an estate, Tlie truth is, that eould lie do 
it neier ao lawfully, it is not his dioico to do it. He 
prafera to build up the kingdom of Christ with his 
money, and accounts his money aa of no value, only as 
it can contribute to Uns objeet. Tiicrefore, 1 hold it to 
ba a ceilaio troth, that if a man is rich, and oootiiiuea 
to be lioh. under tie Gospel, there can be no other reason 
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than that he prefers ^vealth to the P™^''*^" f *« 

imsdom of Jesns Christ. I>o any of you olijoet, and 

.::CAhra],an,. and Job, and David and Solomon^ 

wL rich t I ans««, the command bad nev«r teen 

riven in their day to preach the gospel to every orcatura, 

Sid there is no reason for behcving that they so much 

^dre^td that tha world could be eonW in tlieway 

in which we now know it can and must he converted. 

They conld not, therefore, have had the sanie motives 

fortius their ™alth for the conversion of the «oilJ 

L we\ave. Wo have not the lea^ reason to bohe™ 

that their praperty conld have been used for the con- 

vers^n of the world, -'hesenaainwhichvveco^e 

onrs It was no certain sign, therefore, if they kept 

S wealth, that they vreforred it to the kmgdem aud 

^'Tlth! An 'those who lay np thek aurplns income, 
havenotiheloveofGodinthem. 

By snrplua income, 1 mean tliat whieh is no^ ne.esE^y 
for the support of themselvas a«d fa»nhcs, K thoy ky 
t np, it mmt be hecauae they love it. I they preferred 
the kingdom of Ja.,^ Christ, thay would .uimediateiy 
Z. what they could spare, after providing for the 
necessities of tl,eir families, to the building np of h^s 
kingdom. Suppo** an individual was on the ooaat of 
\ftC-t,d lon^a ep-eeedingly to return to his home, 
Wi had no means of pajmg his paa.^, if *on.e me 
should pieseut him with a pnrse of gold, would he uy 
it np, ol would he immediately lay it out to gratify the 
all-absorbing de^re of his heart, and pay his passage 
^:niwf country^ This would be the very>™ason 
why he would priv.e the gift. It would he ^^l"^!" «» 
him on that aecount, that by it he might aecomphsh the 
' ™ect of his heart's dedre. Can It he that a man lov b 
supremely the kingdom of Christ, and longs e^(*edingly 
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for its coming ajid e^rtenaiou, and yet hoanl^ np Lis 
inoney, inEite^ o( epanding it for thii^ Rupremel^ desirable 
object ? 

I5th^ Altlicm^li A Tiiiiii may give liigflfirplu^meoiiiL', 
yet if he ^riictii?o no eelf-dsmal. Tie ^.vce to God that 
Tfliicli coats him TLOthing, and ^y«6 no flubntantial evi- 
dence that be loTffi God- If he Ratify all hia 'wiiiits 
and tlic -^vanta of bia fiunily, luid pTOvid* for tliuni all 
the comforts Mid ooiivenieoeM of life, and eimply appi*- 
priate ^vbat ceniaina of hia income i>Ter and nhrrva his 
espeiidituree, Ije really practisas no self-denial; lie enjoys 
aU that can be enjoyed of wealth, and is really bidding 
Hmaclf of the trouble of tolling cure of it by appro- 
priatjng the balance of his yearly ineonne to the cause of 
Christ. This is lite a aofety-valve tu let o^ the siif]iIub 
steam that would otherwise burst the boiler, 

ObjectiotL. — But duttuy of you objeet, and ask, ihonld 
every maji give up all his capital and meana at onco of 
promoting the canae of Christ ? I ajisvrer^ that thia 
might not ha Clirisijan eoouomy. A man's eapital, if 
it be not larger than ia nepes^aiy for ths wiaept transaction 
of busLOC^ is to be conddered in ths Light of tools with 
wJiiehhe serveaGodand his generation. Insiinh cages, 
if he givca his ineoine, after deducting the nBccssJuy 
eKpenaes of his family, 1 cannot see that fiOch a use of 
it is inconasteni with the love of God- But for a man 
to live and die Tich, to hoard up Ins inc;ouie, tu Bnjoy hia 
■wealtli, and leave hiy sob^taiiee to his babce, is the 
Psalmiafs de^nitioti of a "wieked man who has his 
portion in this world. 

J6th- All tlioao who ore niorj intereatcd in eeeular 
newa, that relatPS to money transactiona, tlsan in the 
accounts of revivals of roligiun, and in those things that 
peitaiu more partioulojljto the kingdom of Christ, love 
the world supremely. 
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Show me a man that is locking over the secular news, 
«.p^« Of .t^ck.,^d excited abontbaokqnc^^on. 

:id nl^y^d .peculations, but who doe. not Tead ^ 

1^ke an intoxe. in repovts of tewala and the onward 
tllZnU of the chulch, and ii he profe..es to love 
God hisprofcs^ouishasehypocriey. 

17tl, All tho^ ^ho are more depre^d and feel more 
l:eX commercial and moneyed ™!^°f ^"'^^-ti^ 
they do the low ^at« of loligiou and he State of dymg 
Sei 1-ve the world supremely, Th,. .. too plam to 
need either proof or illustTation. 

Irtth. Author who wonld mner ^E^ge m moneyed 
specuUtions than they would iu rev.wla of rehg.on, 
love tia worW supremdy. 

^:S a^r..l.J;£ religion, rtcy aro too,.B* .ng™^a 
m ili^ apecuMiojiB to gl™ tliav t,mc jvnd lisnrta to it- 

G<7b«t the pr^oti™ of revival, of rdiK.™ - tli= 
oX .biect of .ppr.pri.tmg money to th. o^e* of 
Christ U this h. th. s-™* "''J"'' "f «-^f^"S "■ 
th^ Vo^uktio^ t. pro^ot* ^vi.d. cf rol.p™ ^d 
build up Christ's kingdom, it wets p^m^ steang^ « '" 

i« Sreotiy prouiotlng tbe end « vvluoh ll.y am. ^e 
nsted miit^ of faot is, thi^t it tli.y pxefer rnoney.^ 
^.oltLo.. to r™.=i. of rollgion, 0,.y lo« «.««=)■, 
and lo-!e tlie Mrld aii|irsniely. 

19th All those who difohsythe comroandmaita. nt 
God, for t],o pnrpiBo of «.akins or savng money, love 

*' aT^ X™'S t,.v.l .n tl,o S^bbMh to ^n. . 



304 



LOTE OF THE WURLD- 



dtbt, or to avoid the exjteiige of spending a Sabbatfi at 
a pablits-liouae, wbcii on a joiirney, certainly loTea 

Tsioiicy flapremely, OouM lie tliint^ if liu conadered 
the property in hia -poaacuaioii a^ beloaging to God, that 
Gud vrould raither he ^oiJd violate the holy Satbath 
tliim to loae a, dobt ot spend ft few ahillinga or dullurg 
by slopping on the Sabbntli 1 

20tb, AU thow Trho du not fftd more ffra^/id witb 
the appropriation of money to the <»iiae of Cliriat tba.!! 
With any otlier appropriation of it» lovo the world 
aupi-FUiely. 

Take again tJie oaee of tlia woma-n -who is ejiromg 
iBonay to relieve hep lin^band froJti bondige. IVlat 
other appropriatioQ can sKc make of money tloBt would 
Ro much gratify lier hcEirt ? It ia t'liie ofcJMt tliat giveg 
viLluo to money in her eatimfltion^ Sliould an individual 
give her apiirss of ^^Id, would she aa^, Nowl can buy 
]ne a nine drtaa, Nuw 1 can furnish my house, and live 
fiEliioiLablj'' ^ No; hot buratiiig into tfiHJ? of joy and 
grjititiido, she would exdaim, Now I can redeem my 
husband 1 Just bo a vmn who loves God, and longs for 
the corning of hi^ liiBgdom, will foci gratified moat of 
all with ttpproprinting inoneyfoi^ the promotion of that 
darling object* Jeeus Christ Tina j^aid ihut *'it ia more 
hltesel to give than io lecciTe." The truly tcncvolent 
man haa the highest and holieatpleflsiiTfi in so disposing 
of hia paseu^ua as( in the higkcBt maimer to promote 
tlieglory of Godandthegood of his fellow men. Iiietead 
of giving to thoae objects grudgingly, and wiUi a sparing 
hand, here in llie promotion of Clnjgt's kingdom, lie 
will pout out hia treasurea tlie most unsparingly, and 
with the fidlcst, rclidieflt heart, Por thia hta heart is 
panting ; his spirit ia longing with unnttecablfl desires. 
He therefore accounts nolJiing a privation or s. aarfrifice 
ffliichia appropriated to tbja objact. Doea the miaar 
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-.«! ibp hoaidine up of money a pnvation, a sacri- 



soy LOVE CtT THE "^vniztjl, 

ia, and sliov^a that ho kvcs liis money more than lie 
ioves Ijis God. 

23-1. All tUoae "who do not really enjo^ piDiii^ Tisore 
tbajnEceinir?^, love -the 'niorld aiiptemelj'. If they loved 
Gud euiiremelyj thar aupreQ:^e object and joy in receiv- 
ing would bfl tliat tlicy raiglit immpdiately turn ronnd 
QJid ^"ve to the pfoinotiuil of flieir diirliii^' olrjeet. Uut 
if their iuee^srtnC cry is Give, g'lve^ wishing always to 
receive, and not enjoying tbe giving of money a* they 
do Ihe ceeeiving otil, it must be because tliey lore iliu 
world. 

24tli. All tlioso wlio M-i more paraimoiiioua in their 
e^eiiditnies for the kingdum of Cliriat thiiji in their 
eipenditurea upon tlaeiuselTes a.nd their familiea* loTO 
the world supremely. There are iflultitiuley of profes«dly 
piouB people who aeem to think it a Clirl&tian duty to 
have evca-ytliiiig connmted with the worahip and service 
of God of the ebenpist kind, while in tlieir own houses, 
and about tbeir o^'t persune^ and tliat of their famitiea, 
they pvadise upon iv very diiiewDt principle- If a 
church ia to be fttted np, everyUiiug mn** be dono with 
as little expense aa possible. If there are c^rpcta, they 
muaii be of the chEH|ieet kind ; if tliere are atovea. cr 
cdsbioDB, or lights, uc other ijouveiiiericea, almost anytfiing 
will answer, pravidtd it is cheap: things are sntlered to 
be out of order; filth i^ suffered to accumniite, acd 
the house of God to lie waete ; and all this is done 
under tlic pious pret^ince of Christian ecooomy. Many 
lihiirebcBiQ the countryhave no lamps, [uid some of them 
havo no BtgveK, and otherB have the panes of glafiu 
brohen out : the doom of othera are ao dilapidated tl)at 
tliey will scarcely shut; uthers Lave the stoops" rotten, 

^ A kind uT TTOvl^D [Dltmoadc, laiAcd in CiaiiL of nnd nuillEtlia«B 
t^ili'f ill'onml Ike cin^iitr of villiia and t^iinlij' tlmjclLct in 
i, jtiiing at ancc far omiincD& ^cl^, ^ui ^Itiio, 
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and the ebiireh either not painted at uM, or so faded, 
that it it was a dwelling-house, you would auppoae it 
the abode of a drunkard. Must of th? oliurcbes in the 
conntry have ne mrpota ; and in ohurchea caiprta are 
more needed than in any other house, to prevent the 
dlsturljanoi llint always oecura wliere people are going 
out a.nd in upon an unoarpeted floor; and in the city 
there are niauy who are entirely unwilling to he at She 
espense of fittiiigup a hmae of WOTsliip as eommodiously , 
aa they flt up their own dwelllnga. Now, it is vnamfeat, 
whateveroiayho tbe jj*tence, and however such things 
may ha baptized by the name of Christiiwi eeonoroy, all 
such conduct haails toundation in the love of the world, 
and in supreme sol6ehnea5. Men are always most free 
in appropriaUng thclt money to tbe pvomotiou of the 
objects deareat to their heatta Tbie is simple matter of 
fact. If, therefbre, tho heart ia aet supremely upon 
honouring God with our sutstance, it is certain that if 
in anything we are bountiful and liberal in our eipen- 
ditutes, it win be in atting up plac«B for bia worehip, 
and in. all those things thiit are essential to decency, to 
ciinifort, and enjoyment in his service. 

III. Having noticed some of the principal evidences 
of supreme attachment to fJie world, I now proceed to 
s^ifSestseveralreasouswhyauchpetsonseaunotloveGod. 
The icit is a form of espression that is (o be uodfr- 
Stood ae expresaiug a very strong negative. " If any 
lonn love the world," aaya the apeatle, " how dwelletli 
the love of Hod in him ;- that ia, the love of God is 
oert^nlynot in him. This is the lanmiage nud tlie 
doctrine of the whole Bible : so tliat, so far as Scriptnre 
testhncny goes, tlie proof is conclusive- But I will 
nicniion several coiiMdoi-ations that belong to the pbdo- 
sophyof mind, that wffl demonslrata, beyond all con- 
tradiction, that individuala upon -wlioui llicse marks of 
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■worldlmeis arp found, have not tha love of Goi in tliem- 
rhc rirgiimenl luns tliua, and is very brief, 

J, It is iinposaiblo tliat a man aliould tavy t-mo 
aupreiiif objacla ur affeclim. It he havu aciy luwqrtilble 
love i'f God, it niiiBt be ^tipnane; ajid tfl iijfinn that a 
ina,n loyea tLs world ia tlie sens* of this text, aTid tlial 
lie loves Ged witli any acceptsble love, is a. couliiidictlen. 
It is tbe same as to aiy, that he loves both God a-nil tlie 
world supremely. 

2. A mau cironot love t"o objects, that ate ontively 
opposite tfl each otlicv, a.t the same time. Tlic apostle 
immediately subjoins lo the test, " for all that is in Hie 
world, the lust of the flesh, the liiet of the eye.aaid tljB 
prido of life, is not of tlie Fulher, bet of Ihs world." 
The love of the wovld, aiid the love of God, aj'e directly 
oppoeit* Btotea of mind, eo that to exerdae them both at 
tlie eaoie time 16 inipoasible. 

3. It is minding the fleah, which the apostle detkrea 
tn he enmity ^ainab God^ 

Laslly. It IS aupceiiie acMshness, wbieh is tbo direct 
oppoffltc of the lute of God and niaji. I'hes* oonsider- 
ationa need only to be named, to Lo weu to be proof 
lonoIusivG, that if Fuiy loajl love tlie world, the bve of 
God la not in him, 

EEUAR£S. 

I. You ean see from this enbject> that if men should 
transact -worldly bn^noBB upon tlie pciuciplea of the 
Goapd, it would be infijiil^y better for the world in 
every respect. If cveiy one sought to promote tho 
happiness and interest of otbeia, the ainoiint of property, 
and of every other good, would he greatly increased. 
3onie psrsoiiH aeem to suppose, that nnleaa they consult 
Kololy their own iiitereBt, it ia inipo^ible th3.t society 
should esial. "What] they say, would you hj^^a 
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W siU seek not oinr own interest, hut the mtoeat of 
others ! What then would beeome of out own .nteTeet 
I anVwer, yom- infoi-est would he aecuted if, whde you 
we ™ nly sohoitous to benefit others, tboy were just 
rlkitena to benefit yon, The ^^^-•'■"'''^''J 
men would be thua aa highly, ™d mor. highly advanc^ 
tlian nnder the pr^nt arrangement "^ ^ '"'{^j'';"^ 
th« spirit that would be cherished and cultivat^ by 
hL Se of conduct, would shed a sweet, ™d hoahng, 
Ind^fresbing influence o.er *ll tl,e ^^^f" "^ *"" 
q,U=t«dea ofS^sbntsa; e«d peace, and lo.e, and 
heiven, would reign in the bosoms of inen. 

Bat does «y o^n« object and say that '.-^-i^ " 
worldlv men will not praotiae upon these priKiplea, it la 
impo^iblo tl^it Cl.risti>ius should ^'*™t B'"^ "P =^ 
tbeinaine^ of the world into theur hands, llns isa 
radical and miaous mistake. Suppose it were known 
Zt Chriatians universally dis^rded aU sel&hne» in 
their bnsine^, and ae^ upon pnnoiplea of «"^™ ^'"^ 
volenee; that m all tl.eir dealings they ^^'S^' ^« 
interest of those vritb whom they dea^l, ^"^'V ^''^ 
thTir 0«n. No sooner would this fact be known, than 
worldly men would be feroed to tonsaet b^neaa upon 
thea« ^utiples, OT give up aU the business "f *!»"; ^ 
into the liand» otOiiristbna; for who would M ™th 
a m.1, who a^ted upon principles o anprsme selfcbn^ 
when he might just as well fr="' ^™^" w^ 
who would not only t«at bim .""^^ja™*''' .^^' ™' 
entire benevolence? ^ that it is Pf-"!- ^^'f «■ ^= 
power of the dmreh to compel worldly men to tmna^-t 
hnaincs upon Gospel principles, or not trmisiuit it at 
all Tnd woe to tbs church, if al.e ^oes „ot tovaraa 
™d annihilate the whole sj-stem of doing bosiness on 
ncinciDlaa of aeliSshnessl . . ,. t 

'^ n! rsahaps some, of yon will a^y, if tlio docttme of 
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this emnon be trae, who theu nsiv be saved ? I mswer, 
cettainlj- not tliose who manngt: flioir sffaitB upmv 
prlndjjleB ilvi-t are iu dirai* oppi«itii>ii to the benevo- 
lence of the Guspcli itho mijte conimetebl jnafcke, 
-wliioh fs foonded in fdfishneaa, tLe Tule of their livw, 
ood antisfy tliomselves with heing honeet in thia mnse 
nf bonesty, insload of being goYorncd hy the Ian- of 
love ; who aenk ih™ own, and not thrir neighbonr'B 
vteilth ; who mmd eartldj' tilings, a.nd account it luore 
Uesiied to receive thim. to give. If tii«:e be any tintli 
in the word of God, all such meii iire in the wiy fo heli. 

III. But will anyone ohject, and aay, thia is very 
uncharitable? If tliia he true, jieiirly ali the chiinA me 
hypociitffi. I Bjiawer, the doctrine is true, whatever 
the infiiiunce may he. 1 do net pretend to lie more 
charitable than Goi ia, and to hope that thoac personu 
sre pious of whom Gnd has anid that bis love ia not in 
them. J wiil not he charitable enough to throw iiwaj- 
mj Bitle, or soppoae that the lovci-s of the world ore 
the frienda inatead of the onemiea of God. That muHi- 
tudea of profeaaora are deceived, tint tliey love the world 
aupremcly, is as evident aa if they had tuken their oath 
of it : and boianse the great niasa of profesMigDinB^anB 
give evidence of thia statfl of mind, we are not to dispute 

- oui' Bihlea, aTid eharitahiy hope that they may he 
aaved- 

IV, You see from this Buhjcet why it is that so fevr 
profeaaois of rehgion have a spirit of prayer. The tiutb 
ia, the love of God ia not in thenj. Look around thia 
great commercial city ; neariy the whole population arc 
here for tJie purposes of woridly gain. The principles 
npou which aluicat the entice business of tlie oity is 
Iransacted, is that of supreme aelfishncaa. How Uien 
can a spirit of prayer prcvilil in such a immunity aa 
this! This same prinaplc prevails almost uniTCIsally 
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throngh the coant.y. Farmers, ™«1',""^'.S;";^^ 
^ men and women of every «™P^"™; '"'^^ > W 
tation transect flieir business upou selhsh pnnupjes, 
a^Tc eh ^F™^17 tbeir o«n and net their ne^lrW^s 
vrealth It is impo6sibie tl.at the love of God should 
^^all'in the chur^b, or in any heaH, while aetuated by 

"v^YrTe f,™, this object why it ia th.t ,.n.ng 
couverls so uniformly wa:^ ™W m '^S"-"- J^' »"^ 
individual pss through one '•^^^^^^'TVlteiveo" 
bnsineas p^ciples, and it ia impossiljle thai the love of 
G^STouU^beV^-s in his heart. He ,s aaa,d«oual^ 
^dtivaSug and eheriehing a spirit c£ ^iMm^i^l " 
all his daily avoct^ns, he does not so much as .ntend to 
Lk the good of others, but his own S""^^ ^^^^'^ ™ 
be at a lols for the reasons o( such ^'^^ '^^^i'";^^ 
VI From thia subject yon may see that tlio religion 

„f^ ^at ma^ olNhe =1"-^- "'^"r"':f™,t 
loTC hot ct fear. They tfeat the Loi-d, but serve then 
oTn goda Thoy are draggel along in the d^ per- 
ornafce of whatVey call dnty, by the. cc...^e^. 
They have * dry, legal, cattily Bpn^it ; and their pre 
tend^ed serviee ia hyp^sy and ntto ^'"'-.^•'^^^^^ ;, 
VII. You can see ftcm this snbjeot "hy «" l'^'': '' 
effieti by all the means tlmt w, used for the buildmg 
:? oflhfkingdou, of Jcsna CUnist Meu wonM mn^ 
™ther give th^ money tkrn to live My '-'= »^"^]' 
with God An effort seems to be nialting now tfl con- 
Z'ttbewldwith ™™ey- irabounded specnM.en. 
are entered into by profesMdly P'one men; md while 
treiXTrt and sod, and Uv«, »re absorbed in the spint 
tf h'worid ttey^re trying te persua^ the.selv^ 
that tbeir money will be asubstrtute or a ^T^'^^^ 
oompena^te for the neglect c! peBonal portions to s,u e 
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tlnj &oula of men ; bnf, ruly upon it, God ml! teach 
tlvfva their mista^. 

VIII. Titt spontaiieons coniluiit of the primitiTo 
c1lll^G]Lsbo^v9 what true plely will do in leading men to 
renyoBBetheworlJ; .ijid while the love of God pprvswl'yl 
the oltnrch, men v^sts manifestly autuated hy difiscent 
ptinciph^ Fcnm thoM of commertial j;istic9. They sought 
not their own, but the things of Jcaoa CldTSt, 

JX. Bat do ynn ask^ are ntarly all the chureh wrong? 
I fmawer, that upou this subject thay aro "wrong, ^u 
moflt things the thiifch of the preHent day la orthodoi lu 
theory, hut vastly hareiical iu f^JLCtice. Ncffia it luiy- 
thiug new for thn chiireli to be npa-rly all wrong- More 
than onm or twliii? havs nearly the taitii-e body of tlie 
tfeurch deported. &om God, nud siiljefied iheirftdTcs 
willi the rolieioiL of sclfisJiueeS- 

Lastly. I bug of you who are contkled of worldlioesa^ 
Mttugfi awoy and aay thnt you h/>pe thst you love God, 
uotwithfllnnding aoiiic, or ncnily all of thcSO evLdencee^ 
are agMnst you, I declare to you before God imJ ihe 
Lord Jeaufl Ohrist, that if tliesc niarka of worldliiies^ 
are upon you, the love of Go«l is not in yon. And 0, 
*' be ye not deceivod^ God is not mocked; vrhatBoevct 
0, maa soweth^ that shall he also nsqi. He that ao"w-;th 
tohigflpsh, ahall of the floah reap purmiition: and he 
that aoweth to tlie Sphdt, aliatl of the Spirit reap lifu 
everlasthig," 
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